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THE 
PREFACE 


"HE deſign of this Collection is to be a 
help to thoſe Chriſtians who think it - 
reaſonable to.diſtinguilh theſe forty days by 
ſome particular exerciſes of piety. I cannot 
tell that all will be ſo well inclined ; but 
when I conſider the morality of the preſent 
believing world, and compare it with pri- 
mitive chriſtianity, I cannot diſcover it to be 
ſo much better now, that there ſhould be 
reaſon for laying that by at preſent, as a 
needleſs ceremony, which was then judged 
proper, if not neceſſary, for ſinners makin [1 
their peace, and regaining favour with Gd. 

I do not mean here the ceremonial part 
only, being very ſenfible how little a way - — 
that goes alone; but as it comprehends the 
whole deſign of the firſt inſtitution, and that 
is what the ſcripture ſo much approves, Of 
nner humbling themſelves under the ſenſe of * 
their iniquities, and ſeeking God in faſting and | RH 
7 This has too evident atteſtation of 

OL, XIV. A 


\ * 
19 
EY 
Pa 
[if 
i 

: 

f 

1 


rj PREFACE; 


2 


Heaven to be called in queſtion, where there 


is a faith in God; and if it be ſin that makes 
this humbling method neceſſary, I would 
willingly know whether our preſent age be 
ſo privileged with a general ſanctity above 


all that went betore, as to have it now voted 
needleſs ? | 


For my part, as far as my obſervation 


goes, I fear there can be no ground for this 
plea ; and that the ways of Chriſtians are ſo 


enerally corrupt, that the remedies of ſin, 


and the Goſpel expedients for finding mer- 


cy, were never more neceſſary than at pre- 
ſent. And if, in practice, they ſeem ſome- 


thing unfaſhionable, it is not becauſe Chriſ- 


tians are ſo good as not to want ſuch helps; 


but becauſe they are ſo evil as either- not to 
be ſenſible of their unhappineſs, or have al- 
moſt laid aſide the concern for remedying 


It. | 

If this be the ſtate of Chriſtians, (I wiſh I 
were miſtaken) then 1t cannot but be judged 
a reaſonable charity to call upon them to 
turn their diſſipated and wandering thoughts 
upon themſelves, to lay before them. their 
own miſery, and' provide them with ſome 
ealy means, by which they may be led into 
the ways of repentance and mercy. 

his is what I here propoſe in ſome ſhort 
exerciles for every day in Lent, in which the 
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pious ſoul may ſee how to advance in the 


ways of the Goſpel, and ſinners» are-ſhewn 
their own deformity, and by what means 
they are to recover a better ſtate. It is ike- 
wiſe in particular propoſed for the benefit of 
ſuch as have not opportunity of being pre- 
ſent at the public prayers of the church, 
that either retired in their cloſet, or-meeting 
in their families, they may repeat the pray- 
ers of every day, and ſo not loſe the benefit 


of this holy time. And ſince the holy ſerip- 
ture has furniſhed the greateſt part of the 


matter for this collection, I hope it will 


- 


ſhelter it againſt all exceptions. : | | 


Not that I expect for this reaſon, that 


evorldly ſouls will approve the contents; ra- 


ther, I look for the contrary: For ſince the 
general buſineſs of their lives is to follow 
the bent of nature, and indulge it in many 
ſinful liberties ; how fhall they approve that 
ſelf-denial which the Goſpel demands ? 


Since they admire what the world applauds, 


muſt it not be expected they ſhall make 
a party againſt that which condemns the 
world, and gives both its wiſdom and g:eat- 
neſs no better character than of folly and 
ſmoke? Since nothin . is agreeable to lem, 
but where they have broad way; how can 


they like that which undertakes to ſt raighten 
their paſſage, and calls them into 2 narrow 
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way ? Hence to recommend the ſpirit of the 
Golpel is ſo far from being a fence, that it 
muſt rather expoſe one to their cenſures. 
But with this I am content, nay, I ſhall re- 
joice, fo I can do but any thing for their good, 
either in awakening them from their ſtupi- 
_ dity, or giving them a ſenſe of their unhap- 
pinels, or leſſening that confidence they ſeem 
to have, even while they are going out of 
the way. 5 | | 
To prepare them for this, (thoſe I mean, 
who amidit many extravagancies retain {till 
hopes of heaven, and purpoſe to do well) I 
here conjure them to take ſome time to be 
ſerious. I wiſh they would follow that ad- 
mirable and ſaving advice given in the Spi- 
ritual Retreat; ſet apart one day in a month, 
wherein to withdraw from their uſual diſſi- 
pations, examine the general method of 
their lives, and make the trueſt judgment 
they can of their inward ſtate. The buſi- 
neſs of eternity is very well worth this 
trouble, and if it were done with the help 
of ſome pious and experienced director, I 
queſtion not, they would ſoon find a com- 
fortable recompenſe of their labour in a new 
light of judgment, and a better diſpoſition 
of will ſo far, that the reproach of their own 
ways would ſoon oblige them to reſolutions 


of ſeeking better. 
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This, I ſay, I queſtion not; becauſe I 
know how very different things are found 
upon a ſerious examen, from what they ap- 
peared upon a paſſing only, or heedle!s 
glance; and that, belides this advantage, 
how much may be depended on the bletung 
of God, who fails not in his particular 
aſſiſtance to thoſe who are but ſerious an 
ſincere in ſeeking him. | 

Among the firlt of their enquiries, I would 
recommend to them the impartial examina- 
tion of two principles, to fee how tar they 
can be with ſafety depended on. ; 

The former is, Whether cuſtom may be ſafe- 
ly followed ; eſpecially where there are perſons 
of ſome. reputation joining in it? If this be ſuf- 
ficient warrant, I deſire it may be conſi- 
dered, whether a way will not be hence 
opened into many fins, ſo as to live in 
them with peace of conſcience? I mean into 
all thoſe which have caſtom to plead for 
them; into how much of pride, prodigality, 
frauds, injuſtice, ſimony, uſury, back-biting, 
neglect of heaven, love of- the world, and 
{elt-love, with many others, which have fo 
much prevailed amongſt the followers of the 
Golpel, that if a judgment be made of them 
from common practice, according to this 
principle, they mult all be reputed innocent ? 
And what 1s the reſult of this, but that there 
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needs no more than following this maxim 
for walking on in the broad way, without 
any remorle of conſcience to interrupt the 
courſe !- What conſult of ten infernal ſpirits . 
could ſet up a more deſtructive principle 
The other is, Whether upon hearing what the 
Goſpel teaches, it be ſafe for Chriſtians to pro- 
nounce this general ſentence? It is not @ com- 
mand, but only by way of advice or counſel, and 
therefore we. are not bound to obſerve it. In 
this I defire it may be conſidered, whether 
they are not very full of preſumption who 
dare pronounce thus ; and at the ſame time 
have no knowledge of what is delivered in 
the Goſpel by way of command, and what by 
way of advice only? Secondly, Whether 
having no 1 in the caſe, they may 
not be eaſily miſtaken? Thirdly, Whether 
it can be ſafe to depend on ſuch a principle 


where a miſtake is ſo obvious, and the con- 


cern 1s no leſs than of a command of God ? 
Whether inclination and corruption may not 
likely have an influence very often in apply- 
ing this principle; and hence make void the 
whole ſpirit of the Goſpel, under the notion 
of being no more than advice? 

Theſe, with other like particulars, I de- 
fire may be conſidered; for to me, I muſt 


- confeſs, the rule ſeems ſo very unſafe, that I 
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think there needs no more for levelling a 


expound any command it does not rel 
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chriſtian life with a heathen. It is but ſup- 
poſing ſuch a corruption of the judgment as 
is ordinary to mankind, and it will ſoon 


into a counſel, and fo vote it needlels. _ 
If this can be ſuppoled rhe conſequence of 
this rule, then how unſafe muſt the ſtate of 
thoſe Chriſtians be, who have no other prin- 
ciple but this, on which their inward peace 
and all their hope is built? Who in practice 
depart from many things taught in the Goſ- 
pel, having nothing but their own arbitrary 
expoſition to warrant the diſpenſation; and 
it they find cu/tom favouring their glols, then 
reſt on the deciſion, as if there were now no 
place left to queſtion the ſafety of their me- 
thod? 6 
And is there ſafety in this? O God! I 
with thoſe would ſeriouſly conſider it, who 
here truſt their ſalvation. For to me, I can- 


ſeized with terror, when | ſee Chriſtians, in 
the affairs of ſalvation, truſting to a broken 
reed; when 1 ſee them with confidence fol- 
lowing ſuch blind and deceitful guides; 
when I fee them depending on ſuch danger- 
ous principles as they cannot get approved 
by any that are ſerious, and ſeem no better 
thin plaulible ſnares, fit for thoſe. who are 
deügned for deſtruction. Thus deſperate 
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does their caſe ſeem to me; and hence the 
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cannot wonder if I call upon them, if I de- 
fire them to conſider their way, and to take 
advice with thoſe who are proper judges in 
the affair, that ſo they may not run on con- 
fident out of their way, till death comes to 
make too late a diſcovery of their errors. 
This is my advice, and I hope they will diſ- 
cern ſo much charity in it, as to think it 
worth their conſidering. For my part, I am 
not for narrowing the way, but 1 would wil- 
lingly convince them that the way is narrow; 
there is no other but that which Chriſt has 
taught; and they can have no aſſurance that 
they walk in this, except they know it. 1 
pray God direct them to ſo much ſeriouſ- 
nels, at leaſt while they pretend to heaven, 
as to enquire, whether they are in the way 
that leads to it? Faſting and prayer are the 
ſureſt means for obtaining this knowledge, 
and I hope the following collection may be 
ſome help to it. If there be ſufficient rea- 
jon to conclude they are already in the way, 
I am not for giving them any diſturbance, 
but will encourage them to go on as they 
are; but if they find themſelves very wide 
of it, 1 hope they will make a good uſe of 
the diſcovery. And for making ſhort work, 

which certainly will be the more welcome 
propoſal, let them but with one ſerious 


glance look at the general method of their 
/ives, and then tell me, whether from their 
conſcience they believe that they /ive and 
are led by the Spirit of Chriſt : For if they 
are not, their caſe is already declared by St 
Paul, who ſays, That the children of God are 
led by the Spirit of God ; and that if any man 
has not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, 
Rom. viii. 9, 14. Let this turn the balance, 
and I leave it to their own conſcience to 
pronounce upon it. 
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As8Hn- WEDNESDAY. 


NTERING now, with this day, upon the 

holy time of Lent, let us beg the aſſiſtance 

of Almighty God, that wwe may obſerve this ſo- 

temn faft in fuch a manner, as to anfwer all 

#boſe great purpoſes for which it was ordained. 
A vi 


Aſh- Wedneſday. 


Let us pray. 
God, who haſt taught us in thy holy 


word, how acceptable a true faſt is to 
thee, and how beneficial to ſinners ; grant, 
we beſeech thee, that we, who are here aſ- 
ſembled, may be directed and ſtrengthened 
by thy grace ſo to keep this faſt, as to ob- 
tain all thoſe good effects, which thy merc 
has ſhewed to others, who have ſought thee 
this wa 


We are ſenſible, O God, how loud our 


fins cry for juſtice againſt us: We know 


how much we ſtand in need of thy mercy : 
We confeſs, likewiſe, it is the effect of thy 
great mercy to us, that thou hatt not cut us 
off in the midſt of our fins, but haſt ſpared 
us, and given us this time, wherein we may 
make our peace with thee. 
Hear therefore our prayer, and grant, we 
beſeech thee, that we may not neglect this 
mercy ; that we may not loſe this opportu- 


nity; that we may not let pals this accept- 


able time, as we have already too often 
done; but obſerve it in ſuch a manner, as 
to turn away thy anger, which is juſtly pro- 
voked againſt us, and obtain from thee a 
full pardon of all our fins. 


Help us, O God of mercy, 
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R. And teach us to walk in the ways of 
true penance. 


Let not ſelf-love prevail in us. 


R. Let us not ſtudy to pleaſe, but ty 
puniſh ourſelves. 


We have departed from thee by the mul- 
titude of our fins. 

R. Let us now return in the ways, by 
which repenting finners have returned to 
their God. 


Lead us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 
ſuch ways. 


R. And let the ſpirit of true penance di- 
rect us theſe forty days. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
| Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
God, the Father of heaven, 


God, the Son, Reedemer of the 
world, | | 


God, the Holy Ghoſt, 
4 Trinity, one God, 


od, to whom Moſes was well pleaſing, 
by — forty days in the mount. 
R. Give us grace to faſt in the ſame holy 
irit. 
4 O God, who didſt deliver Hezechias and 
his people, humbling themſelves before thee 
in taſting, ſackcloth, and aſhes, 


5 aut, 
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0 R. Give us grace to faſt in the fame holy 
ſpirit. - Es ans 2 
O God, who didſt ſpare the Ninivites, do- 
ing penance in faſting, ſackcloth, and aſhes, 
R. Give us grace to faſt in the ſame holy ſpirit. 
O God, who didſt ſhew mercy to Fudith, 
ſeeking thee in faſting, ſackcloth, and aſhes, 
R. Give us grace to faſt in the ſame holy ſpirit. 
O God, who didſt ſpare Eher and her 
people, ſoliciting for thy help in prayer and 
faſting. R. Give us grace io faſt in the ſame 
holy ſpirit. : 
O God, who didſt mercifully aſſiſt the 
Maccabees, calling upon thee in faſting, 
ſackcloth, and aſhes. R. Give ws grace to 
faſt in the ſame holy ſpirit. - 8 

O God, who, by thy prophets, didſt call 
upon thy ſinful people to return to thee in 
faſting, weeping, and mourning. R. Give 
us grace to faſt in the ſame holy ſpirit. 

O God, by whoſe holy will thy only Son, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, did faſt forty days 
and forty nights in the deſert. R. Give us 
grace to faſt in the ſame holy ſpirit. _ 
Be merciful to us. R. Spare us, O Lord. 

Be merciful to us. R. Gracicuſiy hear us, 
eren 
From all niceneſs in eating. R. O Lord 


deliver us. 
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From ſeeking to pleaſe our appe- 
tite, | | | 
From all kind of exceſs, _ 

From all abuſes of this holy time, 
From all unbecoming liberties, 
From all the undue contrivances of 

appetite, 7 
From floth and ſelf-love, 1 
From tepidity and coldneſs, 
From deferring repentance, _ 
By thy holy incarnation, | 
By thy faſting in the deſert, ? 
By whatever thou ſufferedſt in thoſe 

forty days, 3 
By that infinite love, which moved 

thee to become our example, 

By that bitter cup, which was given 
thee to drink by thy eternal Father, 

By that bitter cup, which was given 
thee by thy enemies, 0 

By all, whatever thou ſufferedſt for 
our redemption. | j 

We ſinners. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That the earneſt deſire of finding mercy 
may be our motive for undertaking this faſt, 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That the multitude of our fins, and the 
ſenſe of our unworthineſs, may oblige us to 
be faithful init. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That the fear of thy judgments upon un- 
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repenting ſinners may preſs us to it. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. | 

That the memory of our being duſt and 
aſhes, may make us cheerfully ſubmit to all 
the difficulties of it. R. We beſeech thee hear 
„ © 

That the uncertainty of our life, and cer- 
tainty of never more returning, may be a 
daily motive to us to do now whatever is in 


our power to do. R. We beſeech thee bear 
1 2 


That we may not negle& this acceptable 
time, this time of mercy and falvation. R. 
We beſeech thee hear ux. 

That we may wiſely lay hold of this time, 
which thou now offereſt us; and bringing 
forth worthy fruits of penance, find mercy 
with thee. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That thou vouchſafe graciouſly to hear 
us. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Son of God. R. We beſecch thee hear us. 

Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fins 
of the world. R. Spare ui, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fins 
of the world. R. Hear us, O Lord. | 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the ſins 
of the world, R. Have mercy on us. 


Aſh-Weadneſday. 17 

Let us pray. e | 

EHOLD, O God, we lay open our de- 
fires before thee. We know, in this 

time of Lent, we have à fair opportunity of 
moving thee to mercy; and it is our ſincere 
deſire to lay hold of this time, and ſo to 
employ it, as to obtain the mercy we want. 
But behold, O God, we confeſs both the 
falſeneſs of our nature and our weakneſs. 
There is but very little we can do; and in 
that little we are very much in danger of 
deceiving ourſelves, to the diſappointment 


of all that good which thou haſt deſigned 
for us. Wherefore we beleech thee in thy 


. mercy. to help us: Have compaſſion on our 


infirmity, and give us ſtrength to follow that. 
ſpirit which ought to guide us at this holy 
time: Secure us likewiſe againſt all delu- 
ſion, that we may not be impoſed on by the 
falſe reaſoning of ſloth or ſelf-love. Let the 
horror of our ſins, and the true love of thee, 
our God, work ſtrongly in us, that where, 
of ourſelves, we are ſubject to great miſcar- 
riages, we may be enabled, through thy 
grace, to do all to thy glory, and our own 
everlaſting good. | 
O God, give a bleſſing to what we e begin 
this day : We undertake it in thy name, in 
obedience to thy church, which, by thy own 
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ordinance, being put over us, thou haſt com- 
manded us to hear. We undertake it as a 
means, which, by thy own declaration, is 
powerful for caſting out devils, and inclinin 
thee to mercy: We undertake it as a jk 
puniſhment due to our fins: Sanctify this 
© our undertaking, we beſeech thee, and ena- 
ble us fo to perform it, that we may find 
the fruit of our labours. En 
Give us courage not to be afraid to ſuf. 
fer : Rather let us rejoice under whatever 
difficulties we meet, while we know this 
temporal ſcourge may be a means for pre- 
venting that which is eternal; and that no- 
thing can be more pleaſing to thee, than to 
ſee ſinners humbled under the ſenſe of their 
But then, O God, give us diſcretion. too; 
that while we corre& nature, we may not 
. diſable it; and while we puniſh the ſinner, 
we may not make the Chriſtian uſeleſs. 
Secure us by thy heavenly light againſt all 
extremes, and mercifully lead us on by ſuch 
a ſpirit, as may not ſpare fin, and yet not be 
injurious to the ſinner. | 
Help us, O God, in both theſe particu- 
lars. To thee all our neceſſities are known ; 
and according to theſe, ſo we now beſeech 
| .. thee in thy mercy to ſupply-our wants. In 
* . thee is all our truſt; but as for ourſelves, 
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we only propoſe to find mercy in thy fight 
by ſuch methods as thou haſt approved; 
and even in theſe our truſt is not in our- 
ſelves, but in thee, Help us, therefore, O 
God, and by thy grace may we happily fi- 
niſh, what by thy mercy we now begin. 
Grant, O Lord, to thy faithful, that they 
may enter upon this ſolemn faſt with a due 
piety, and go through it with a ſecure devo- 
tion. Look mercifully, O Lord, upon us, 
bowing down before thy majeſty, that hav- 
ing been refreſhed by thy heavenly banquet, 
we may be always ſtrengthened from above. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


 TrursDAY BEFORE THE FIRST SUNDAY 
| IN LENT. | 
AVING entered upon this ſolemn faſt of . 
11 Lent, er us now beg of Almighty God 
that we may obſerve it, not only outwardly, by - 
abſtaining from meat, but likewiſe inwardly, 

in our hearts, by fighting againſt fin, and care. 
Fully avoiding whatever we can diſcover in 
ourſelves to be diſpleaſing to him. 


at - 4 1 


Let us pray. 


G O merciful God, this grace to 
us thy ſervants, that we may obſerve 
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this Lent in ſuch a manner, as to make it a 
chriſtian faſt ; even ſuch a faſt as thou haſt 
choſen Hence, O bleſſed Lord, let it be 


the effect of thy mercy to us, while we keep j 


a guard upon our lips, as to what we eat, 
we may keep a much ſtrifter watch upon 
all our ways, in withdrawing our feet from 
all the paths of ſin, and tolerating nothing 


in us which can provoke thy diſpleaſure 


againſt us. 

We confeſs, 0 God, it is thy ſummons 
to ſinners to be converted to thee with all 
their hearts, in taſting, weeping, and mourn- 


ingz to rend their hearts, and not their 
_ garments. 


We confeſs that this is thy call. to ſinners; | 


Let the wicked man forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man bis thoughts, and let 
him return to the Lord, and he will have 
compaſſion on him, and to his God, for he 1s 
Il of mercy to forgive. 
{* We ole oy 2 5 thou haſt declared thy 
diſlike of all ſuch faſts, wherein men ſeek 
to do their own wills, are full of ſtrife and 
contention, are ſevere and exacting upon 
their neighbours. Nay, thou haſt poſitive- 
ly pronounced, that while men do theſe 
things, though they afflict themſelves by taſt- 
ing, though they ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes 


under them, yet thou wilt have no regard to 


them. 
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Theſe particulars we confeſs; and there- 
fore from thy own mouth, O God, we are 
bound to acknowledge, that if we keep a 
ſtrict faſt from meat, and are not converted 
from our evil ways, if we do not walk in 
the ways of charity and peace, our faſting 
will be rejected by thee, and we are to ex- 
pect no benefit by it. | 4 

Wherefore behold now, O God, we make 
our addreſſes to thee, imploring thy good- 
neſs to have compaſſion on us, and to give 
us ſuch grace, whereby we may diſcern all 
our evils, and with reſolution labour to 
overcome them, that ſo our faſt may find 
acceptance with thee. For this end we 
now join in our petitions, and with one 
voice beſeech thee to hear us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Chriſt, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

God, the Father of heaven, . 

God, the Son, Redeemer of the 
world, 

God, the Holy Ghoſt, | 

Holy Trinity, one God, 8 

Grant, O merciful God, that we may 
now carefully ſee into all our ways, and 
forſake all thoſe which are diſpleaſing to 
thee. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may in earneſt break off all 
thoſe ſinful cuſtoms, by which we have 


us (149 t 
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hitherto provoked. thee, R. We beſeech 


thee hear us. 

That we may faithfully reſiſt all thoſe in- 
clinations in us, which lead to evil. R, 
We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may vigorouſly ſuppreſs all ſuch 
* paſſions or affections, as are contrary to thy 

law. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may no more follow our own 
ways, or our own will, whenever they put 
us in danger of fin. R. We beſeech thee 
hear us. 

That we keep a watch upon our lips, ſo 
as to avoid all ſinful diſcourſe or words, 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we ſtrictly obſerve our conyerſation, 
ſo as to decline all company and entertain. 

ments, which are not agreeable to the ſancti. 
ty of this holy time. R. We beſeech thee 
hear us. 

That we renounce all the common me. 
thods of pride, vanity, and pr 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we carefully fly all degrees of in- 
temperance, gluttony, and of all exceſs. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. | 

That we indulge not our ſenſes or 
thoughts in any ſinful libertzes. R. We be. 


ow thee hear us. 
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That we miſ-ſpend not our time, by 
yielding to idleneſs, ſloth, or to immoderate 
fleep or gaming. R. We beſeech thee hear 
Us. | 
That we may no more go on careleſs or 

luke-warm in the affairs of ſalvation. R, 
J We beſeech thee hear us. | | 

That we may no more negle&, or per- 
form with coldneſs, the duties of eternity. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. | 

That we may no more ſet our hearts 
c upon the things of this world, nor by an 
" W immoderate ſolicitude prejudice that love 
which is due to thee. R. We beſeech thee 
hear us. 5. 

Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, and 
Q; mercifully grant theſe our petitions ; becauſe 

„ve know all our faſting is but vain, if with 
our faſts we join not our belt endeavours for 
reforming our lives. 
| Help us, therefore, in this work; and by 
the power of thy grace, make us zealous in 
It. | 

Let us join all our forces againſt fin, and 
with all the earneſtneſs of our ſouls make 
oppoſition againſt it. | 

Let us obſerve all our diſorders, in what- 
ever kind they be, and now give no quarter 
to them. 


It is now a time -wherein we ſeek for 
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mercy; and how can we hope for- this if 
we live on in his diſpleaſure who is to grant 
it ? 

God hears not ſinners; 'it muſt therefore 
| be in vain, if with our unforſaken ſins we 
8 | pretend to gain his favour. _ 

God is the ſearcher of hearts, and it 18 
not with our lips only, but with all our 
hearts, we muſt be converted to him. 

Thus, O God, we are convinced; thus, 

O God, may we do by the effect of thy 

race. Affiſt us, therefore, now, we .be- 

Rech thee; and ſince we are now in the 
time of mercy, direct us ſo to make uſe of 
it, that no ill management of ours may diſ- 
appoint us of that mercy which we want. 
Confirm us, O bleſſed Lord, in this de- 
ſign, and let it not paſs away in barren pur- 
poſes, without effect. Let us every day 
conſider what our failings are, and every 
day ſtudy to amend them. Let us 'look i; © 
upon that day loſt, with its faſt, wherein we 
keep not a watch upon our uſual infirmities, 
and ſtrive not in _ earneſt to overcome 
them. 

For this end, we beſeech thee, O God, 
to give us perſeverance, that we may not be * 
tured with any difficulties, nor want patience I ,, 
in doing that work which cannot be leit | 

: 2 but with the danger of our fquls. 0 
| et 
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Let us go on with conſtancy, notwithſtand- 
ing all the difcouragements we meet in our 
way; and never ceaſe, till we have gained 
the victory over all our diſorders, and pu- 
rified our fouls, as this time requires. 
Grant this, O God, we beſeech thee, for 
the glory of thy name, and our own ever- 
laſting good; and let no unworthineſs of 
ours turn away this mercy from us. | 
0 God, who by fin art offended, and by 
penance pacified, mercifully regard. the 
prayers of thy people who make ſupplica- 
tion to thee, and turn away the ſcourges of 
thy anger, which we deſerve for our fins. 
Spare, O Lord, ſpare thy people; that 
having been juſtly puniſhed for their ſins, 
they may find comfort in thy mercy, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


CE EET 
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_ BEING now entered upon the faſt of Lent, 
let us both reſolve and uje our beſt endeavours, 
this day, for making it a faſt acceptable to God. 
And ſince nothing can more contribute to this 


good effect, than a true repentance of all our 
Vol, XIV, 
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fins, proceeding from an humble and contrite 
heart, let us both aſt this now in prayer, and 
by true contrition endeavour to make our peace 
with God, that fo the guilt of our paſt fins 


may not make void all we do. 


Let us pray. 


GOD, who wilt not the death of a 
ſinner, but that he repent and live, 

have regard, we beſeech thee, to the ſighs 
of as many as are here preſent; and to all 
thoſe who ſincerely deſire to repent from 
their heart of all their ſins, mercifully grant 
what they aſx; that being reſtored to thy 
favour, there may be nothing found in 
them to hinder the effects of that mercy 
which they ſeek at this time. Eats = 
That we may all be reſtored to this ſtate po 


of life, behold, we all join in the acknow- f 
ledgment of our unworthineſs and fins, re: 
and humbly ſue tor mercy, | We 


To thee, O heavenly Father, we confeſs ave 
our iniquities : Our fins have been multipli- Put 
ed above the hairs of our head. We have Hur 
departed from - thee, our God, and have Nhe 
done evil before thee: We have been un- Wil 

rateful under all thy favours: We have Wear: 
abuſed thy bleſſings, and turned thy own Ws tr 
[ gifts againſt thyſelf: We have called thee, U 
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our Lord, but have not ſerved thee: We 
have made profeſſion of being thy diſciples, 
but have not followed thee : We have pro- 
miled to renounce the devil, and the world, 
with all their pomps and works; and what 
has the great part of our life been, but fol- 
owing theſe, and a homage in their ſervice. 
Hence, O God, when we look back, and 
ke a review of our lives, how little, how 
ery little, can we ſee that is truly chriſ. 
ian, and anſwerable to the ſanctity of our 
profeſſion? The great bulk of what appears, 
s a monſtrous heap of ingratitude and 
reachery, a horrid mixture of pride and 
enſuality, of floth and ſelf. love, of impa- 
tence and paſſion, of tepidity and dulneſs, 
rich a thouſand other like ingredients, ſuch 
zs we cannot look at without confuſion, 
pon the ſight of our infidelity and folly. 
And now, O God, while we know the 
Treat hatred thou beareſt to finners, and the 
everity of thy judgment againſt thoſe who 
ave forſaken thy law ; what could we do, 
put lie down in deſpair under the weight of 
ve Pur ſins, if thy goodneſs did not prevent it? 
ve ho calling upon ſinners to forſake their 
n- Fril ways, haſt promiſed mercy to thoſe who 
ve Peartily ſeek it, and to be a God to as many 
n | truly return to thee their God. 
ee, Upon this encouragement of thy good. 


By 
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neſs, and the fidelity of thy promiſes, be- 
hold, we all here humble ourſelves before 
thee in the confeſſion of our ſins; and now 
this day defiring to obtain pardon of all our 
palt iniquities, and confiding in the merits 
of Chriſt our Redeemer, we with one voice 


call upon thee for mercy. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
God the Father of heaven, 


God the Son, Redeemer of the 


world, 

God the Holy Ghoſt, 

Holy Trinity, one God, 

O God, who wilt not the death of 
ſinners, but that they be converted, 

and live, 

O God, who didſt bring Adam, after 
his fall, to the confeſſion of his fin, and 
to repentance, 

O God, who didſt caſt Cain, deſpair. 
ing of thy mercy, from before thy 
face, 

O God, who didſt mercifully deli- 
ver Noah from the general deſtruction 
of ſinners, 

O God, who didſt pardon the J/rael- 
iter, humbling themcves before thee 
in the confeſſion of their fins, 


. 


—_ 
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O God, who didſt forgive David, 
with true repentance, acknowledging | 
his guilt, | 
O God, who didſt ſpare Achab, | 
humbled and penitent, 
O God, who ſhewedſt mercy to Ma- 
naſſes, upon his repentance, 
Bleſſed Jeſus, 


Jeſus, who cameſt into the world to 
ſave ſinners, 


Jeſus, who cameſt into this world to 
ſeek the loſt ſheep, 


Jeſus, who cameſt into the world to 
call ſinners to repentance, 

Jeſus, who calledſt Matthew, from a 
publican, to be of the number of the 
apoltles, | 

Jeſus, who forgaveſt Mary Magda- 
len, and becameſt her advocate, 

Jeſus, who didſt pardon Peter, having 
thrice denied thee, 

Jeſus, who promiſedſt mercy to the 
thief repenting on the croſs, J 

Be merciful to us. R. Spare us, O Lord. 


Be merciful to us. R. 0 Lord, deliver 
Us. 


*5n up HO, a VF] 


By thy faſting in the deſert, O Lord, deli 


Ver Au. 


By all thy labours in ſeeking loſt man, O 
Lord, deliver us. | 


B iij 
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By all thy ſufferings — our ru 21) 
tion, | 


By thy bloody ſweat, / 
By thy ſcourging at the pillar, 


By thy ſacred blood, ſhed for the re- þ 


miſſion of ſin, _—T. 


By the ſacrifice thou offeredſt on 
the croſs, for making our peace with 
God, 

We ſinners, We beſeech thee hear 1. 


That we may now heartily repent of 
all our ſins, | 


That we may renounce all impiety 
and worldly deſires, 


That fin may no more "een in our 
mortal body, 


That we may no more be conformed. 
to this world, 


That we may crucify our fleſh, with 
its affections and luſts, 


That no more evil words may come 


out of our mouth, nl, 


That all bitterneſs, anger, and i impa- 
tience be taken from us, 

That we may put off the old man, 
with his acts, 
That we may not live according to 
the fleſh, | 

That having put on the armour of 
God, we may be able to ſtand againſt 


* 
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the ſnares of the enemy, I 
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beſeech thee, and grant that our repentance 


we offer to thee, ſhall be accepted as a 
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That being dead to fin, we may live to 
juſtice, We bejeech thee hear us. 

That thou vouchſate graciouſly to hear 
us, We beſeech thee hear us. . 

Son of God, We beſeech thee bear us. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins 
of the world. R. Spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of 
the world. R. Hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins 
of the world. R. Have mercy on us. 

Have mercy on us, O God, we befeech 
thee; and, by thy grace, now purify us. 
from all our fins, that being received into 
thy favour, our prayers and faſt may find 
acceptance in thy ſight. 

Deſpiſe not, O God, the prayers and 
ſighs of thoſe that ſeek for mercy ; and ſince 
we deſire to find mercy by a true repentance, 
and call upon thee to help us, hear us, we 


be ſincere. 

Grant we may now keep a ſtrict watch 
upon ourſelves, a ſtrict watch againſt our 
uſual infirmities ; and in the amendment of 
our lives, ſee the good effect of our endea- 
yours, and the fruit of our prayers. Then, 
O God, ſhall we have comfort in the exer- 
ciſes of this holy time, and hope that what 
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grateful ſacrifice, and aſcend like incenſe in 
thy fight. Wherefore, 40 

We beſeech thee, O Lord, graciouſly to 
favour us in the faſt we have begun; that 
what we obſerve outwardly, we may per- 
form with ſincere minds. Defend thy peo- 
ple, O Lord, and in thy mercy purify them. 
from all their fins; becauſe no adverſity 
will hurt them, if no iniquity has power 
over them ; through our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
thy Son. | 


* 
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SATURDAY BEFORE THE FIRST SUNDAY IN 
LENT. 8 


T being a principal concern at this time, to 
B keep ſuch a faſt as is well-pleaſing in the 
fight of God,; and God himſelf having mani- 
_ feſted his will in this point, that the faſt he has 
choſen, is not only to faſt from meat ard from 
fan, but likewiſe to abound in good works, 
eſpecially in the works of charity, piety, mercy, 
and compaſſion towards our neighbour ; in 
pouring torth our ſoul to the hungry, and 
ſatisfying the ſoul that is afflicted ; in break- 
ing the bonds of wickedneſs, looſing the 
burthens that are oppreſſing, ſetting the diſ- 
trefled at liberty, and undoing every bur- 
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then; in breaking our bread to the hungry, 
and bringing the poor and harbourleſs into 
our houſe; in clothing the naked, and not 
deſpifing our own fleſh : God himſelf having” 1 
tbus manifeſted his will, let us now join in 1 
prayer, and aſk his grace, that we may keep | 
this Lent by his own direction, and make it 

ſuch a faſt as he has choſen. 75 


Let us pray. 


GOD, who knoweſt all our miſeries, 

our neceſſities, and our fins, and haſt 
not only appointed us a time wherein in a 
particular manner we may ſeek for help; 
but likewiſe mercifully informed us by what 
means we may obtain all the help we want: 
Grant, we.beſeech thee, that being now in 
this holy time, we may zealonſly follow thy 
directions, and feek thy. mercy as we have 
been taught by thee to find it. 

We muſt here confeſs it, O God, a won- 
derful effect of thy goodneſs, to be thus 
particular in ſhewing us the means by 
which we miſerable, unhappy finners, may 
make our peace with thee, and untock thoſe 
treaſures of thy mercy which our fins have 
ſhut up againſt us. | 

| B v 
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But what benefit will this be to us, if we 
ſtill go on our own ways, blind and confi- 
dent, and negleC to follow thine ? Can we 
go to heaven by any way of our oon? 
Can we. obtain thy bleflings, without ob- 
ſerving thy orders? Can we recover the 
robe of juſtice, or turn away thy anger from 
us, if we take not thy directions for effect- 
ing it ? 

We confeſs, O God, we acknowledge it 
here before thee, we cannot; we can have 
no hopes, but by obſerving thy preſcrip- 
tions. To follow our own ways, when 
thou haſt told us thine, is certainly to go 
out of the way: For thy word is our rule, 
thy will is our law, and thy way muſt be 
ours, if we expect to lee the fruit of our en- 
deavours. 

Wherefore, 0 God, we beſeech thee, as 
thou haſt in thy mercy taught us thy ways, 
ſo in thy mercy give us grace to walk in 
them; and never let us think ourſelves 
fafe, if we decline from them. Eſtabliſh 
us, O Lord, in this principle, and fo con- 
firm it in us, that we may never truſt 
in any thing which pretend to diſpenſe with 
It. 

Come, therefore, Chriſtians, ſince we 
have ſo great an intereſt in this, and eſpeci- 
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ally at this time, for making our Lent accep- 
me to God, let us repent and confeſs be- 
fore bim, what are the particulars he re- 
quires of us, for rendering our faſt bene- 
ficial to us, and to be that faſt, to which he 
has made the promiſe of many bleſtings, the 
faſt which he has choſen. 

We confeſs, O Lord, that in the day of 
our faſt thou requirelt us to relieve the diſ- 
trefſed, to break our bread to the hungry, 
to_clothe the poor, and bring them into ſhel- 
ter. R. Thus, O Lord, we confeſs it ought 
to be in the faſt, which thou haſt choſen. 
We confels, O Lord, in the day of our 
faſt, thou requireſt us to looſe the burthens 
that are oppreſhng; to ſet the diſtreſſed at 
liberty, and undo every burthen. R. Thus, 
O Lord, we confeſs it ought to be in the faſt, 
which thou haſt choſen. 

We confeſs, O Lord, in the day of our 
faſt, thou requireſt us to keep peace with 
every neighbour, and ſtrictly to avoid all 
debates, . contentions, and quarrels. R. 
Thus, O Lord, we confeſs it ought ta be in e 4 
faſt, which thou haſt choſen. 

We contels, O Lord, in the day of our” 
faſt, thou requireſt us not- to ſpeak our own: 
wands, nor do our on will; but to. govern 


both. our. words. and, our will by thy holy 
8 
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will. R. Thus, O Lord, we confeſs it 
ought to be in the faſt, which. thou haſt 


choſen. 


We confeſs, O Lord, in the day of our 
faſt, thou requireſt us to break the bonds of 
wickedneſs, to renounce all our evil ways 
and cuſtoms, and in all things to obſerve 


thy law, and keep thy commandments. R. 


Thus, O Lord, we confeſs it ought to be in the 
faſt, which thou haſt choſen. 

Thus, O Lord, we all confeſs it ought to 
be; and, therefore, being now in this ſo- 
lemn faſt, we moſt earneſtly implore thy 
grace, that at this time we may live in all 
holineſs and juſtice, and be conſtant in the 


daily practices of ſuch exerciſes, as thou, O 


God, haſt recommended to us, and without 
which our faſt cannot be well pleaſing in 
thy ſight. 

But then, O moſt merciful Father, re- 
member what our weakneſs, and what our 
corruption 1s;, and, according as thou 
knoweſt theſe to abound, ſo, we beſeech 
thee, let thy grace abound in us; that by 
this help of thy mercy, we may overcome 
the corruption of our nature, reſiſt all evil, 


and be ſolicitous to walk as thy children, in 


doing thoſe things which thou haſt fo ex- 
preſsly required of us. Hear us, O God, 
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we beſeech thee, and mercifully grant this 


our petition. 
Chriſt, hear us. | 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. | 
That at this time we may live ſoberly, 
juſtly, and piouſſy. R. We beſeech thee hear 


US. 


That we may work good while we have' 
time. R. We beſeech thee hear us: 


That we may walk worthy of our voca- 
tion. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may put on the new man, which 
is created according to God, in juſtice, and 
holineſs of truth. R. We beſeech thee hear 
Us. 

That we may bear with one another in 
charity, ſolicitous to keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. R. We beſeech 
thee hear Us. 

That we return 10 one evil for evil, but 
do good for evil. R. We beſeech thee hear 
US. 

That we may endeavour to bear one ano- 
ther's burthens, ſo to fulfil the law of 
Chriſt. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may be ever ready to do good, 
and communicate what we have to the diſ- 
trefled, becauſe with ſuch facrifice thou art 
well plealed. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That by good works we may ſtrive to 
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make our election ſure. R. We beſeech thes 
hear us. | 8 

That doing good, we may not faint or 
be tired. R. We beſeech thee hear us. | 
That we may hve according to the Spirit 
of Chriſt. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, and 
mercifully grant our requeſts, that. we, here 
aſſembled, though poor and miſerable of 
ourſelves, may, by thy grace, walk in ſuch 
holineſs, as to become grateful to thee. 
Grant we may ſanctify every day of our 
faſt with ſuch praQtices of charity, piety, 
and mercy, that, notwithſtanding all our in- 
firmities, we may become a holy people, 
and find thy- acceptance in the plenty of 
heavenly bleſſings. | 

Dire& us, O God, in this particular, 
that following thy own preſcriptions, we. 


may make an advantage of this preſent 


time, and by an holy faſt make ſome atone- 
ment for our paſt offences. 

Confirm us, we beſeech thee, in theſe our 
good delires, and let not our uſual weak- 
neſſes prevail againſt us: If nature and cuſ- 
tom be ſtrong in us, let the ſtrength of thy 
grace likewile appear in ſtanding againſt 
them; that we overcoming, thou mayeſt be 

lorified in our weakneſs. 

Give ear, O Lord, to out prayers; that, 
with a true devotion, we may obſerve this. 
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ſolemn faſt, which is piouſly inſtituted for 
giving health both to our. ſoul and body. 
May thy faithful, O God, be ſtrengthened 
by thy gifts, that they may ever thirſt after 
them, and have their deſires ſatisfied in the 
everlaſting poſſeſſion of them. Through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 


GospEL Marr. iv. 1. 11. 


— 


N this firſt Sunday of Lent, on which: 
the church lays before us, in the Goſpel, 
Chriſt faſting and tempted in the deſert, let us 
fir/t pray, that, moved by Chriſt's example, we 
may obſerve this faſt to the beſt of our ſtrength, 
* as becomes the diſciples of ſuch a maſter. 


Let us pray. 


God, who, by the forty days faſt of 

thy only Son in the deſert, halt both 
ſanctified and taught faſting, and the morti. 
fication of the body: Grant, we beleecty 
thee, that what we undertake by ſo great an 
example, we may carefully perform by the 
help of thy grace. 
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We confeſs, O God, that the devil makes 


our bodies the inſtruments of his temp- 
tations, and by them draws us into fin : 


Grant, we beſeech thee, that we (now 


called to it by thy church) may turn our 
bodies againſt him; that by weakening 
them, we may diſarm him, and by due pun- 
iſhment bringing them into ſubject ion, may 
make them the inſtruments and means for 
obtaining thy grace. 

By many inſtances of thy mercy thou 
haſt abundantly taught us, how powerful, 
faſting, and prayers, and tears, are with 
thee, when they proceed from a truly hum- 
ble and contrite heart : Help us, therefore, 
now, O merciful God, and ſince we ſee our- 
ſelves in ſo great and manifold a want of 
thy grace, grant we may- now lay hold of 
the means thou offereſt for ſupplying our 
wants. 

It is thy church puts us in mind, in the 
words of St Paul, Now is the acceptable time, 
now is the day of ſalvation. Let it be there- 
fore thy mercy to us, ſo to make uſe of this 
time, that it may be to us the time of work- 
ing out our ſalvation. For who knows, if 
we loſe this opportunity, whether another 
may be granted us; and whether the neg- 


le& of this may not be the loſs of eternity? 


Wherefore, merciful. God, we beſeech 
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thee to help us, in uſing a ſeaſonable and 
diſcreet violence againſt our rebellious fleſh; 
ſuch as may make it ſubject to the ſpirit, 
and be accepted by thee, in puniſhment of 
its rebellion. And thou, O Jeſus, give us 
that force and fidelity thou haſt merited for 
us by thy holy faſting ; that ſo we may fol- 
low thy example, obey thy church, and 


make war againſt fin, which yet reigns in 
us 


Our bleſſed Redeemer, not only faſting, but 
being likewiſe tempted in the deſert, and by 
bis Almighty power giving a repulſe to the de- 
vil in all bis aſſaults ;. let us likewiſe pray, we 
may receive the benefit of what he ſuffered for 
our example-and encouragement. 


Let Us pray. 


Almighty God, who haſt ſhewed ſuch 
mercy to man, as to expoſe thy only 
Son to the indignity of being tempted by 
the devil: Grant, we beſeech thee, that we 
may hence' learn, both how powerful this 
enemy 1s, how we ought to fear him, and 
likewiſe in whom we ought to put our' 
whole truſt, if we defire to overcome. 

Our whole truſt is to be in thee, O God; 
and therefore confeſſing here before thee 
this day our infinite weakneſs, our miſery 
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and blindneſs, and likewiſe acknowledging 
both the power and ſubtilty of our enemy, 
we addreſs ourſelves to thee, O Jeſus, and 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, at all times, to 
ſtand by us, to fight in us, and to give us 
all that light, grace, and ſtrength, which are 
neceſſary to overcome, _ 
Forfſake us not, we beſeech thee, in the 
day of battle, nor leave us to ourſelves, when 
of ourſelves we can do nothing ; but when 
the devil ſhews his malice to deſtroy, then, 
O Jeſus, ſhew thy mercy to ſave us, and let 
us rejoice and triumph in God our Saviour, 
Hear, us, O God of mercy, and preſerve 
us amidſt all the temptations of this life; 
let no indiſcretion of our own deceive us; 
let no malice overcome us, nor any flatteries 
or terrors of the world prevail againſt us; 
but according to the weakneſs of our na- 
ture, and the dangers of our circumſtances, 
- ſo mercifully grant thy holy grace may 
abound in us. We are nothing of ourſelves, 
but through thee we ſhall be able to over- 
come: For if God be with us, what then 1s 
all the power that is againſt us: Hear us, 
therefore, O God, we beſeech thee, let thy 
grace be our help in the time of temptation. 
Chriſt, hear us. 


Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 
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God, the Father of. heaven, have mercy 
on Us. 
God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
have mercy on Us. 
God, the Holy Ghoſt, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us. 
O God, who didſt preſerve Noah amidſt 
the many temptations of a wicked world. 
R. Mercifully ferengthen us againſt all tempig- 
Hons. 
O God, who didſt preſerve Lot amidſt 
the dangerous temptations of a corrupt and 
vicious people. R. Mercifully ene us 


againſt all temptations. 


O God, who didſt wonderfully ſupport 
Job under the many and difficult tempta- 
tions, with which he was encompaſſed. R. 
Mercifully ferengthen us againſt all tempta- 
Hons. 

O God; who didſt ſtrengthen My/es amidſt 
the many temptations in the deſert. R. 
Mercifully ſtrengthen us again/t all rempta- 
Hons. 

O God, who didit help Daniel amidſt the 
temptations of the court, the malice of his 
enemies, and the fury of wild beaſts. R. 
Mercifully . us againſt all tempta- 
tions. 

O God, who didſt preſerve Suſannah 
amidſt the temptations of wickedneſs, of in- 
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juſtice, and of death. K. Mercifully ſtrength- 


en us againſt all temptations. _ 

Be merciful to us. R. Spare us, O Lord. 
Be merciful to us. R. Gracioiſly hear us, 
O Lord. | 

From all raſhneſs in putting ourſelves in- 
to temptation. R. O Lord, deliver us. 

From all preſumption, in expoſing our- 
ſelves to the occaſions of ſin. R. O Lord, 
deliver us. 

From all indiſcretion, in drawing upon 
ourſelves the dangers of fin. R. O Lord, 
deliver us. 

From being too bold in ſuch things as ap- 
pear innocent, but are really ſnares. O 
Lord, deliver us. 

From hearkening to the ſuggeſtions of 
the enemy. R. O Lord, deliver us. - 

From giving ear to the ſuggeſtions of our 
own corruption. R. O Lord, deliver us. 

From all the ways of floth, and of an idle 
life. R. O Lord, deliver us. 

From the choice of ill company, and 
from all ſatisfaction in it. R. O Lord, de- 
liver Us. | 

From hearkening to their perſuaſions, 
and falſe realonings. R. O Lord, deliver 
US. 

We ſinners. R. We beſrech thee hear us. 

That thou vouchſafe, O Lord, to give us 


Firſt Sunday in Lent. 45 


thy holy grace to reſiſt all temptations. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. 
That thou preſerve us from all immode- 
rate fears, from dejeQion of mind and im- 
patience, whatever our temptation or perſe- 
cution be. R. Me beſeech thee hear us. 
That thou give us fidelity, courage, and 
perſeverance under all trials. R. We be- 
ſeech thee hear us. | 
That thou give us grace to be watchful 
againſt all temptations. R. We beſeech thee 
hear us. ; | 
That the knowledge of our own weakneſs 
may at all times make us fearful of our- 
ſelves. R. We beſeech thee hear us. | 
That thou wouldeſt direct us by thy ho- 
ly grace to improve under temptations, and 
make an advantage of them. R. We be- 
feech thee hear us. Fs ON 
Graciouſly vouchſafe, O Lord, to hear us 
in theſe our petitions, and mercifully help 
us under all our weakneſs: To thee we lay 
open all our dangers, and according to our 
_ manifold neceſſities, ſo we now beſeech thee 
to aſſiſt us with thy grace. | 
How miſerable are we without thee! But 
if thou ſtand by us, O Lord, we ſhall be 
ſafe. Thou haſt helped ſo many poor crea- 
| tures, made of the ſame clay with ourſelves, 
through the greateſt dangers and trials of this 
life: And this thy power and goodneſs 
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oblige us to put our truſt in thee; and firm- 
ly to hope that through thee we ſhall over- 
GR come. | 


Stand by us, O God, at this time ; and 


ſince it is holy, grant we may keep it ſo, by 
renouncing ſin, and with reſolution ſtanding 
againſt all the occaſions of it. Grant we 
may now be in union with our head, who is 
Chriſt Jeſus; and ſince he reſiſts the devil, 
and all his propoſals, may we alſo faithfully 


do ſo, and never be ſo weak and falſe as to 


1 yield to him: Ihou haſt overcome, O je- 


ſus, in thy own ſacred perſon, overcome 


now in us thy members. 5 
O God, who purifieſt thy church by a 
early obſervation of Lent; grant to thy 
faithful, that what they endeavour to obtain 


good works. Through our Lord Jeſus 


thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghoſt. 


SKA 
MonpaAr, FIRST WEEK IN LEN T. 


T being one motive for the ſtrict obſervance 
of Lent, to do penance for our fins ; let us 
this day beg of Almighty God, that with the 


| Lent; and upon this ſame motive cheerfully 
= /ubmit to all the difficulties of it. 


of thee by faſting, they may duly practiſe in 


Chriſt thy Son, who lives and reigns with 


ſpirit of true penance, we may go through this 
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Let us pray. 


GOD, who, in thy rigorous judg- 
ments againſt ſin, on the rebellious 
angels, on the diſobedience of our firſt 
parents, on the inhabitants of Sodom, on 
the people of the whole world at the flood, 
haſt plainly expreſſed thy abhorrence of fin, 


and how great is the puniſhment due to 
it from the hand of juſtice; mercifull 


y grant, 
that, influenced by thy Holy Spirit, A. may 
join in the ſame holy ſentiments of the 
abhorrence of fin, and of the equity of the 
puniſhment ; and hence reſolve upon eſpouſ- 
ing the cauſe of juſtice, and puniſhing the 
fins by which we have offended thee, our 
God. 

O God, of infinite juſtice, who in the 
bleeding wounds of our Redeemer under- 
taking to be our ſacrifice for ſin, haſt: 
ſhewed us how great is thy ſeverity in pu- 
niſhing it; imprint in us, we beſeech thee, 
ſo deep a ſenſe of thy juſtice, that we may 
be ever mindful that fin is not to be favour- 
ed, but to be puniſhed ; and therefore it 
is our duty to proſecute it in ourſelves as 
thou haſt done in thy only and beloved Son. 

Hence, O God, as we are now called to 


it, ſo may we now undertake to puniſh fin 
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in ourſelves. And fince there is no puniſh. 
ment but where there is difficulty, let us 
not now ſtudy to avoid difficulties, but how 
to meet them ; let us not complain of them 
as our misfortune, but readily accept them 
as the taſk which belongs to us, and the 
very thing we have undertaken, which is 
the puniſhment of ſin. 

Under. this ſentiment, carry us on, 0 
God, all this Lent; and if nature be uneaſy, 
let the remembrance of our fins give a 
check to its complaints ; let us put it in mind 
that we take upon us the part of juſtice; 
that juſtice requires both the offence and 

to the offender be puniſhed ; that there is no 
— — without ſuffering ; ; and therefore 
ſince our nature is conſcious of its manifold 
offences againſt its Creator, its Lord, and 

its God, it muſt expect to ſuffer, and look 
upon this as a debt which it has brought 
upon itſelf, and muſt be paid either volun- 
tarily, or againſt its will. 

Thus, O God, taking up the ſcourge this 
Lent, give us grace to go on: Give us 
grace to conſider what juſtice demands, ra- 
ther than what nature requires. It is by 
hearkening to nature, we have ſinned againſt 
thee; and if we ſtill hearken to it, we ſhall 
let ſin go unpuniſhed. But ſince this is not 

according to the ſentence of thy juſtice, let it 
not 
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not be our rule. We have been too much 
overned by nature already, and ſeen the 
ill effects of it; let us now follow a ſurer 
guide; be thou, O God, a guide to us; let 
thy word and example be our rule. 

Let thy judgments on the rebellious an- 
gels excite us to do juſtice againſt ſin. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. | 


Let the rigour of thy ſentence againſt our 


firſt parents, and all their generation, in pu- 
niſhment of their diſobedience, move us to 
the puniſhment of ſin. R. We beſeech thee 
hear us. | 

Let the waters of the flood, which drown- 
ed the whole earth, in puniſhment of the 
general corruption of man, awaken juſtice 
in us, for the puniſhment of fin, R. We be- 


fſeech thee hear us. 


Let the fire and brimſtone which fell 
from heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah, in 
chaſtiſement of their wickedneſs, excite us 
to do juſtice upon fin. R. We beſeech thee 
hear us. | | 

Let thy repeated judgments upon thy 
own people of rael, in puniſhment of their 
repeated crimes, ſhew us what is due to our 
ſins. R. We beſeech thee hear us. | 

Let the frequent captivity of that people, 
the ruins of their temple, and the heav 


Vol, XIV. 


weight of thy judgments which at laſt fell - 
C 
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upon their city, convince us how great is 
the puniſhment due to our fins. R. We 
beſeech thee hear us. WS: | 

. Let Job, doing penance in ſackcloth and 
aſhes, teach us what puniſhment is due to 
our ſins. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Loet the faſting, ſackcloth, and aſhes of 
the Ninevites, teach us what puniſhment is 


due to our fins. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Let the ſackcloth and aſhes of Eber, 
teach us what puniſhment is due to our fins. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 


Let the faſting, ſackcloth, and aſhes of 


Daniel, teach us what puniſhment is due to 


our ſins. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Let the rigour of that juſtice which fell 


upon the Son of God, taking upon him our 


iniquities, and humbling himſelf to the low- 


eſt degree of contempt, even to die with 
malefactors upon the croſs, teach us what 


puniſhment is due to our fins. R. We be- 
eech thee hear us. 8 

Let the ſackcloth and aſhes, mentioned by 
Chriſt himſelf, in the penance expected from 
Tyre and Sidon, teach us what puniſhment 
is due to our ſins. R. Ne beſeech thee hear 
Us. DOE — 
Let the command of Chriſt to all his fol- 
lowers, of taking up their croſs and follow- 
ing him, teach us what puniſhment 1s due 
to our fins. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
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Let the information of the apoſtle, that 
Chriſt ſuffered not only for us, but for our 
example, and that we ſhould follow his 
ſteps, teach us what puniſhment is due to 
our fins. R. We beſecch thee hear us. 

Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 


theſe petitions, and grant us that true ſpirit, 
which is proper at this time, the ſpirit of 
” penance, by which we may be armed againſt: - 


ſin; and not only judge it worthy of puniſh. 
ment, but effectually undertake to puniſh it. 

We mult confeſs, O God, it has been a cri. 
minal inſolence in us, who are but duſt and 
aſhes, ſo often to have deſpiſed thy law, and 


lifted up our heads in rebellion - againſt. 


thee; and we cannot but own that chaſtiſe- 
ment is due to ſuch crimes : Thus we ac- 
knowledge ourſelves in debt to thy juſtice ; 
and that, had we a true penitential ſpirit, we 
ſhould find no reſt to our ſouls, till we had 
put ourſelves in a way of doing what lies in 
us for diſcharging the debt we have contrac- 
ted. Give us therefore, we beſeech thee, 
this ſpirit, and mercifully grant we may not 
now loſe this preſent opportunity of doing 


what juſtice requires. +16 verbs: 

Let not ſelf-love, at this time, reign in us; 
let not our concern now be to gratify our 
appetite, to follow inclination, to court our 
ſenſes, or our paſſions. It is here, O God, 


Cy 
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has been our fin; in theſe particulars have 
we hitherto offended thee ; and now in theſe 
may we endeavour to make ſome atonement, 
and let a diſcreet reſtraint be the puniſhment 
of all our ſinful indulgence. And under 
all the ſtruggles of uneaſy nature, may we 
ever give this anſwer: It is what ſhe has 
brought upon herſelf. In order to this, and 


for purſuing this method, we beſeech thee. 


O God, our ſalvation, change our heart, 
and influence our minds with thy heavenly 
doctrine, that this faſt of Lent may be 
beneficial to us. : 

We beſeech thee, O Lord, to deliver us 
from all our fins, and mercifully turn from 


ns whatever we deſerve for them, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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II Being one principal end of this holy faſt, 
1 to help us in overcoming fin ; and the great 
occaſion of fin being in the ungovernableneſs of 
our will, and not having it in a due ſubjection 
to the will of God ; let us make it our petition 
to God, this day, that with our faſt from 
meat, we may likewiſe keep a faſt in our will, 
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and. put it under ſuch a reftraint, that, being 
trained up to denials, it may be more ready in 
its obedience which it owes to G. 


Let us pray. 


EFORE thee, O Almighty God, our 
Creator and our Judge, we acknow- 
ledge, this day, the corruption, 2 
neſs, and evil inclinations of our will, and 
of our being from hence at all times in 
danger of incurring thy diſpleaſure, . and 
falling into ſin; we confeſs this to be our 
miſery, and afflicted, cry out to .thee for 
help, beſeeching thy goodneſs to have com- 
paſſion on us, and to aſſiſt us by thy heayen- 
y grace, for bringing our will under 
vernment, and thus mercifully to deliver us 
from the danger of its corruption. 
We confeſs, O God, though a corrupt 
will is born with us into the world,, as an 


- 


inheritance from our firſt parents ; yet the 


power and {ſtrength of this corruption is 
very much increaſed by the favour we have 
ſhewed it, and the pains we have taken in, 
fatisfying its unreaſonable and ſinful defires. 
This, O God, we confeſs to be our fin, and 
under the ſenſe of our guilt, wenow bow down. 
and humble ourſelves before thee ; and with 
all the earneſtneſs of our ſouls implore thy 
= 
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help, that by ſeaſonable endeavours we may 
diveſt, our will of that power it has gained 
by our compliance; and by frequent ſelf. 
denials, teach it to bear being denied. 
Grant therefore, O merciful God, we 
may at this time keep a ſtrict watch over 
our will, obſerve all its inclinations and 
deſires, and make it our practice to den 
thoſe which have not neceſſity, but only 
ſel If-love or cyſtom, to plead for them. 
For this end, grant, O God, we ma 
have our minds truly poſſeſſed with a rol 
ſenſe of the many and weighty evils we ſuf- 
fer from the too great power of our own 
will; and that to this is to be laid whatever 
danger we are in of being eternally damned. 
Upon this conſideration, we beſeech thee, 
O God, that we may be fearful of indulg- 
Ing our "own will : That we may look upon 
it as an enemy, Whoſe growing power will 
be our ruin: That we may conſider it as a 
traitor, which abuſes our favours, and turns 
againſt us the arms we put into its hands: 
That we may ſuſpect it as confederate with 
hell, which is ever pleading for what is de- 
2 of a virtuous life, is ſoliciting the 
cauſe of ſin, and corrupts both reaſon and 
judgment, for recommending, under plau— 


ſible colours, ſuch ways as make void the 
whole Goſpel. 
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Under theſe characters, teach us, O God, 
to fear our own will, to be jealous of all its 
demands, to examine ſtrictly its propoſals, 
to weigh all its reaſons, to lift its pretexts, 
to check it in whatever is not agreeable to 
the ſanctity of our profeſſion, and only there 
to favour it, where it is in conjunction with 
thy holy will; in this alone may we ſhew it 
favour, O God, and carefully join in the 
execution of what it demands. In order to | 
this, hear us now, O merciful Father, we 
beſeech thee, and grant theſe petitions we 
make to thee. 

Grant, O God, we, may poſitively and. 
reſolutely deny: our own will in all! its ſinful 
inelinations. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may poſitively and 
reſolutely deny our own will in all evil paſ- 
ſions and unlawful deſires. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may politively and 

reſolutely deny our own will in whatever is 
_ pleafing to it, if it be contrary to the ſpirit 
of Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel. R. Amen. 
Grant, O God, we may poſitively and 
reſolutely deny our. own will in whatever it | 
demands, if it be likely to prove the occa- | 
fon of ſin. R. Amen. 
Grant, O God, we may r »fitively and re- 
ſo utely deny our own will in whatever our | 
own finful habits, or the devil's malice, Tug- | 
gelts to us. R. Amen. Civ ' 
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Griat; O God, we may poſitively deny 
our own will as to all that is immoderate <4 
exceſſive, though in things that are inno- 
cent. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may poſitively aa 
our own will in all things that are ſnares of 
the devil, though they have a ſeeming inno- 
cence to plead tor them. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may deny our own 
will in all ſuch things as are in favour of 
any corruption or weakneſs to which we 
are ſubject. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may deny our own 

will in all ſuch ways as ſerve to feed our 
pride, or ſtrengthen us in the love of the 
world, R. Amen. 
Grant, O God, we may deny our own 
will in all ſuch ways and things which the 
world recommends, as are not agreeable to 
the ſpirit of the Goſpel. R. Amen. _ 

Grant, O God, we may deny our own 
will in all ſuch things as are ſuggeſted. to us 

only by ſome humour, paſſion, or impa- 
tience. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may deny our own. 
will in all ſuch words, diſcourſe, and ac- 
tions, as are injurious to peace or charity. 
R. Amen, 

Grant, O God, we may deny our own will 
in things that are indifferent, and in theſe 
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chuſe rather to do the will of oem than 
our own. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may deny our own 
will as to all the ſuggeſtions of ſtubbornneſs, 
moroſeneſs, envy, or malice. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we -may deny our, own 
will in every ching that is diſpleaſing to 
thee, or of ill example, or gives , 0, 
our neighbour. R. Amen. 

Grant, O God, we may den our own 
will as often as we find it 5 under — 
appointments of thy Providence. R. Amen, 

Give ear to us, O merciful Father, an 
graciouſly vouchſafe to grant theſe our peti- 
tions: That whereas our will, now ungo- 
verned as it is, leads us into many fins; it 
may, by this diſcipline, become ſubject ; * 
ready in complying with whatever n 
to be the orders of thy holy will. | 

We acknowledge here, O Lord, that th . 
denial of our own will is one of the firſt” 
commands of Chriſt our Redeemer; or ra» 
ther, that he has declared it a: condition ne- | 
eeſſary for becoming his diſciple. How mi- 
ſerably, therefore, muſt we deceive our- 
ſelves, in profeſling to be his followers and | 
diſciples, if we are wanting in this firſt con- | 
dition, and have not yet learned to den ny = 
ourſelves! And much more wretchedly mi- ; 
ſerable are we, if inſtead of denying our 

V | « 
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own wills, the general practice of our lives 
is, Not to deny them; but to make this the 
ſubje& of our daily endeavours, contrivance, 
ſolicitude, and ſtudy, how to follow their 
bent, and to find diſpenſations for whatever 
is not agreeable to them 

This, O God, muſt be a confuſion to us; 
and a much greater it will be at our laſt 
Hour, if at the moment which is to preſent 
us before the judgment-ſeat, we ſhall 'then 
too. late diſcover, that the whole method of 
our life has been contrary to what we pro- 
feſs, and that the firſt condition of a diſciple 
is not found in us. 

"Wherefore we muſt bumbly e thee, 
O merciful Father, to teach us this leſſon of 
denying our own wills, that we may have 


the daily ſatisfaction of finding this charac- 
twter of a diſciple in us; z and that, whereas 
de sccaſion of all fin is from yielding too 
werß to our own corrupt wills, we may, 
from che denial of them, lay the grounds of 


iQ A virtuous life. And thie, O God, may we 
in earneſt practiſe at this time, when we are 
called to it by the church. | 
We have hitherto too much l our 
own ways, and our own wills, to the great 
Prejudice of our ſouls. 
But now, O God, by the An of our 
own ways and wills, may we regain what 
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we have loſt, and enter into the way that 
leads to thee. 


Let us pray. 


AVE regard, © God, to thy people, 
and grant that mortifying our bodies, 
our minds .may be inflamed with the love 
of thee. May our prayers, O Lord, aſcend 
before thee, and deliver thy church from 
all wickedneſs, through our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, thy Son. 7 
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NE duty of this holy time being to ſeek 
OQ God in prayer, ſo to honour him as our 
Lord, to obtain ſuch- bleſſings of him as we 
want, and to turn away. the evils which we 
feel or fear-; let us this day labour to raiſe 
our hearts to heaven, and beg with all the 
earne/tneſs. we are able, that God will pleaſe 
to help us in prayer; and as often at we' come 
before him to perform this exerciſe,. that we 
may perform it with ſuch a fervour of ſpirit, 
and attention of mind, as 10 be "accepted: by 
bis | e Tag HIM 

C1] n 
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God, who haſt commanded us to pray, 
and promiſed that thoſe who aſk ſhall 
receive; hear now this petition we make to 
thee, and let us find the effect of thy pro- 
miſes. The petition we make is, That thou 
teach us to pray, and help us by thy Holy Spi- 
rit ta pray as we ought, Grant, O moſt 
merciful God, what we now aſk ; that being 
taught and helped by thee, our prayers at 
all times may aſcend like a ſweet ſavour in 
thy fight, and find acceptance with thee, 
In order to this, give us a true ſenſe of 
thy infinite Majeſty as often as we appear 
before thee, and likewiſe of our neceſſary 
dependence on thee; that whenever we 
come into thy preſence, our minds may 
be awed into a becoming reverence, and 
confirmed againſt all diſturbance. 


O God, we here, with all humility, ac - 


knowledge our manifold and ſurpriſing in- 
firmities, in the performance of this exer- 
ciſe: We too often ſhew a diſrepect in our 
outward behaviour; we ſpeak to thee with 
our lips, but our heart is far from thee: 
We have our ſpirit poſſeſſed with trifles, 
while we undertake to ſolicit for heaven; 
and every impertinent fancy is enough to 
turn thee. O God, out of our minds. 


- 
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Thus our prayers: come generally to be 
made up of diſreſpe&, diſtractions, and a 
ſucceſſive: roving of the mind; and it is by 
ſuch prayers we expect to move thee to com- 
paſſion, and draw bleſſings from thy hand. 
But how miſerable are we, O God, in hav- 
ing our dependence on ſuch helps, which 
come ſo ſhort of what we want; and this 
amidſt ſo many neceſſities, to which we are 
ſubject, even of an eternal concern! 
How miſerable, O God, are we, whilſt 
our very prayers, which ſhould be the re- 
medy of our ſins, ſeem rather to increaſe 
our guilt! and inſtead of moving thee to 
mercy, are more likely to provoke thy 
wrath againſt us EVANS. 
Wherefore, O bleſſed God, having now, 
through thy grace, a ſenſe of this our unhap- 
pineſs, and being truly humbled under the 
weight of it, we now bow down, and wick 
the acknowledgment of a contrite heart, 
confeſs this our fin before thee; owning 
ourſelves truly miſerable- in abuſing thy 
goodneſs, and by our careleſsneſs perverting 
the very remedies thou haſt preſcribed” us 
into our diſeaſe. by | 22 
But have mercy on us now, O God, we 
beſeech thee, and give us a better ſpirit 
have regard to our ſorrow, and let our 
ſighs come before thee, Behold, we now 
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join in ſeeking thy help; and as we aſk 
with one voice, ſo we may all find the effect 
of our prayers, in the grant of what we aſk, | 

Lord, have merey on us. 

Chriſt, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

. God; the Father of heaven, | J 

God, the Son, Redeemer of Ga 
work. 

God, the Holy Ghoſt, - 
Holy Trinity, one God, | 
. O- God, who didſt hear the prayer ref 2 
ſervant Abraham. R. Teach us to pray in 
the ſame holy ſpirit. 

O God, who didſt hear the prayer of thy 
ſervant Moſes. R. Teach us to pray in the 
fame holy ſpirit. 

O 8 who didſt hear the prayer of thy 
ſervant David. R. Teach us to py in the 

holy ſpirit. © | 
4 > pr didſt hear the prayer of thy 
ſervant Fob. R. Teach 'us to pray in the 
ſame holy ſpirit. 

O God, who didſt hear the prayer of thy 
ſervant Daniel. R. 1 each us to. pray in the 
gone holy ſpirit. 

0 God who didſt bows the prayer of thy 
ſervant Suſanna. R. Teach us to pray in 
the ou bol y ſpirit. * 

Q kleſled Jeſus, who didſt pray to thy 
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eternal Father in the mount. R. Teach hy 
to pray in the ſame holy ſpirit. 

O Jeſus, who didſt ſpend the whole night 
in prayer. R. T, each us to pray in the fans 


baly ſpirit. 
O Jeſus, who didſt pray in the garden of 


Gethſemani. R. Teach us to pray in the ſame 
holy ſpirit. © 
O Jeſus, who didſt teach thy apoſtles 


how to pray. R. Teach us to e in * 


ame holy ſpirit. 
O Jeſus, who haſt commended us to aſk 


in thy name, and promiſed to hear our pray- 
ers. R. 7. each us to pray as wy haft comman- 
ded. - 
That we may pray thus, we beſeech thee, 
O merciful God, to deliver us by thy-grace, 


from all thoſe infirmities and hinderances, - 


which have hitherto been the occaſion of 
our prayers- not II's. been > rent to 
thee. 

From all irreverence and indecens beha- 
viour in time of prayer. R. 0 Lord, deli 
ver Us. © 

From all evil thoughts i in time of prayer! 
R. O Lord, deliver us. 

From all worldly ſolicitude in time of 
prayer. R. O Lord, deliver us. 

From all vain amuſements and 1 


nency of thought. R. O Lord, deliver us. 
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From all wilful diſtractions in time of 
prayer. R. O Lord, deliver us. 
From all diſturbance of an uneaſy, ro- 


ving, or anxious ſpirit. R. O Lord, deliver | 


US. 
| From all te pidity, coldneſs, or floth, in 
time of prayer. R.O Lord, deliver us. 

From all neglect of prayer, and flothful 
delays in going to it. R. O Lord, deliver us, 
We ſinners, We beſeech thee hear us. 

That thou vouchſafe, O God, mercifully 
to enlighten this dark and heavy clay, and 
by thy holy grace prepare us for prayer. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That thou wouldſt enflame our hearts 
with thy holy love, and make us fervent in 
what we aſk. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That our hearts being raiſed up with a 
hvely faith and hope, we may have a confi- 
dent expeQation of what we aſk, R. We be- 
ſeech thee hear us. 

That we may aſk all in the name of 


_ Chriſt, and with an entire dependence on 


his merits. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

I bat we may pray with importunity and 

perſeverance, R. We beſeech thee bear us. 
That we may never pray like the Phari- 

ſee; but ever with an humble and contrite 

heart. R. We becech thee hear us, Xi 


Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, and 
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mercifully grant theſe our petitions, that 
being taught and enabled by thee to pray, 
we may from thy Ronny be provided with 
all bleſſings. 

May we therefore now be delivered from 
our uſual infirmities, and never admit 
ether buſineſs into our thoughts, while we 
are ſpeaking to ' thee. For what earthly 
concern can be buſineſs to us, while we are 
treating of heaven! We confeſs all momen- 
tary things are but trifles, in compariſon of 
eternity; and that it is a moſt ſurpriſing 
madneſs in us, while we believe an eterni- 
ty to come, to let this affair be fo generally 
put bv. as we do, by every occurring thought, 
48 if every thing were our buſineſs more 
than this. Ihis is a confuſion to us, while 
we conſider it; but it is thou, O God, muſt 
help us. For, whatever we ſee with grief 
in ourſelves, we are ſtill the fame, and our 
infirmities again return, if thou, O merciful 
Lord, doeſt not prevent it. 

prevent it, therefore, O God of mercy, 
and let it be the glory of thy power and 
goodneſs to correct and reform ſuch weak 
veſſels as we are; correct in us this weak» 
neſs, we beſeech thee, and by thy grace 
may we be confirmed againſt it, and teach 
us to pray. * 


Give us a 2 tru underſtanding o - all that 
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is eternal, that we may at all times remem. 
ber how much it is our concern; that our 
ſoul may be ever ſighing after it; that we 
may deſire it with an earneſtneſs above all 
that belongs to earthly things, and fervent- 
ly pray for the helps that are neceſſary for 
coming to the unchangeable poſſeſſion of 
thee our God. By ſuch prayer as this may 
we labour to ſanctify this holy time. 
Mercifully hear our prayers, O God, we 
beſeech thee, and ſtretch forth the right-hand 
of thy power againſt all things that are hurt- 
ful to us. Purify our minds, O Lord, we 
beſeech thee, by thy heavenly light, that we 
mig diſcern the things that are to be done, 
and do what is right. Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. PET p25 , 3 
This being Ember Week, let us humble our- 
ſelves before our God, and offer our faſt and 
our prayers to him in communion with the 
whole church; and by her direction firſt let us 
pray for all thoſe who are admitted to holy or- 
ders at this time. i 
O God, who, by the blood of thy only 
Son, haſt purchaſed to thyſelf a church, and 
eſtabliſhed in it an order of prieſthood for 
the miniſtry of thy altar, and for feeding 
and governing thy flock; mercifully take 
into thy protection all of this order, that by 
the aſſiſtance of thy divine helps, they may 


229 . 


— wn — 02 2 —— 22 5 


= mic own Wh 0e 


J © 0 


a oQ 2 


| Wedneſday, Ember-Wetk; 67 
duly fatisfy all the obligations of their ſtate, 


and the flock be ſecure under their conduct. 
But, in a more particular manner, we re. 


commend to thy goodneſs, O God, all fuch 


as at this time, throughout the church, 
have been promoted to holy orders. Pour 


forth upon them, we beſeech thee, thy Holy 
Spirit, and with their new ſtate may they 


become new men. As they are choſen out 
of the world, ſo take from them, O merciful 
Father, a worldly ſpirit; give them a zeal 
for thy law, and make them faithful Miniſ- 
ters of thy altar and word: May they be 
ever mindful of the ſanctity of their profeſ- 
ſion, and be folicitous to live ſo, that they 


be an example and light to the flock, and 


never do any thing for which their mini 
ſhould be blamed. Secure them, O God, 
in all things by thy holy grace, and by 
this fit them, we beſeech thee, for every part 
of their function, to the glory of thy name, 
and the edification of the flock. | 

Let us pray likewiſe that God would' give 
a bleſſing to the fruits of the earth. EI 

O God, by whoſe blefling the earth is 
fruitful, and by its plenty abundantly pro- 
vides for the comfortable fubſiſtence of man; 
give thy bleſſing, we beſeech thee, to the 
earth, and by a ſeaſonable time . make it 


fruitful in all the ſeed that is committed to 
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it. Thou haſt commanded man to labour, 
in puniſhment of ſin, but no labour or art 
can here prevail, if thou, O Lord, art not 


pleaſed to give the increaſe. _ Look not, 


therefore, upon our unworthineſs, but upon 
thy bounty, and give thy bleſſing, not ac- 
cording to what we deſire, but to what we 
want. Bleſs, O Lord, the earth, and let it 
bring forth. T4 | 

Let us pray likewiſe that God would pleaſe 
to give us a ſeaſonable time, and preſerve us 
from all kinds of peſtilential diſtempers, whether 
in man or beaſts. | 

We confeſs, O God, that life and death 
are in thy hands, and that however we think 
purſelves' conſiderable and great, yet our 
very lite and being are wholly depending on 
thy will; it is in thy power to arm thy crea- 
tures againſt us, and by the leaſt of them to 
cut off millions of us, and lay us in the duſt, 
But we beſeech thee, O God, to ſpare us, 
and not to judge us according to our fins :; 
Thou haſt made all creatures to the ſervice 
of man; let them not therefore now con- 
ipire againſt us: Give us a healthful ſeaſon, 
preſerve us from all diſtempers, and let it be 
thy mercy to us to continue that being, 
which thou haſt given us. Hear us in theſe 


our petitions; and let us find in thy mercies, 
and not in thy judgments, that thou art our 
God. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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T being impoſſible to obſerve this time of 


Lent as-it ought to be, if the heart be not 


truly humbled under the ſenſe of its corruption, 
of its great weakneſs, and many fins ; let us 


humble ourſelves this day in prayer before 


our God, and beg of him the bleſſing of an Hum. 


ble heart. * 
Let us pray. 


LY God, who ſeeſt our great unhappineſs, 
() in having ſo much pride joined with 
ſo much milery ; grant us, we beleech thee, 
a true knowledge of ourſelves ; that by this 
we may be prepared 1 vn all the affaults 
of pride, and have the foundation laid in us 
of a ſolid and laſting humility. 

We know, O God, becauſe thou haſt de- 
cared it, how deteſtable pride is to thee, 
and how injurious to the finner, whilſt it 
ſets him at a diſtance from thee, and from 


all thy mercies. And if we flatter ourſelyes 


under this evil, we know we deceive our- 
ſelves, and only cover one blindneſs with 
another, and thus double our miſery, 


. 
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We know again, that pride, beſides its 


own deformity, is in us the root of many 
evils, engaging us in a ſtrange variety of 
extravagances, and puſhing us on, both in 


thought, in words, and actions, into ſuch- 


ways which are contrary to the charity, 
meekneſs, peace, patience, and to the whole 
ſpirit of the Goſpel: So that we muſt cer. 
tainly fall into many ſnares, if this fruitful 
monſter has the command of our hearts. 
- Wherefore, we beſeech thee, O God, to 
imprint in our hearts a due apprehenſion of 
this evil, ſo as not only to fear it, when it 
appears bare-faced ; but likewiſe under all 
its pretexts, colours, ſhapes, and diſguiſes: 
By this fear may we at all times be armed 
againſt it, and never be ſo overſeen, as by 
its flatteries to be courted to our own de- 
ſtruction. | 

Ah, bleſſed God! how great muſt thy ab- 
horrence be of pride, ſince we, who ſee not 
its deformity but by halves, cannot bear 
the ſight of it in others, but with averſion 
and contempt! We poor wretches, who are 
fond enough of all that favours corruption, 
are certain to deſpiſe thoſe who appear great 
in their own opinions: And if our imperfedt 
juſtice goes ſo far, how contemptible muſt the 
ſwelling be of us poor, blind, and finful 
worms, in thy fight, O God! f 
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We confeſs it, O God, we confeſs it; it 
muſt be the object of an infinite hatred, 
fince it is ſo contrary to reaſon and juſtice. 
For what have we to be proud of? Our very 
being is not our own ;. the breath by which 
we live is lent us; whatever ſtrength, abi- 
lity, or quality we have, which gives us 
preference to others, and challenges eſteem, 
it is all thy gift; and there wants no more 
but the beck of thy will to deprive us of all 
upon which we value ourſelves, and leave 
us miſerable and contemptible, even as the 
moſt unhappy wretches in the world. 

And whoſe then muſt be the glory of all 
whatever good we have? Not to us, O 
Lord, not to us, but to thee, our God, 
muſt be given the praiſe, glory, adoration, 
and thankſgiving for all; to thee, who art 
the Author of all good, and from whoſe 
bounty every blefling comes. And for us, 
we cannot take the praiſe to ourſelves, but 
by robbery, injuſtice, and ſacrilege. : 

We have a right to glory in nothing but 
what is our own: And, wretched we! what 
is this? Our own ſtock is nothing but the 
filth of intolerable corruption, the horror of 
nutmberleſs ſins, the unnatural monſters of 
ingratitude, treachery, and rebellion ; and 
this attended with the miſery of darkneſs, 
blindneſs, lameneſs, incurable wounds, run- 
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ning ſores, ſurpriſing follies, ſtrange mad- 
. being fond of poiſon, ſporting upon 
precipices, playing with wild beaſts, and 

ng it our daily recreation to run S 
the fire. 

This is the greateſt part of what we can 
call our own: And what is there of all this 
in which we can glory? All our glory muſt 
be in our infirmity; and the glory of this, 
is to humble ourſelves before thee, our 
God, in the confeſſion of our own nothing, 
and ta give all glory to thee: It is to con- 
1 our entire dependence on thee for every 
gift, , and for the continuance of it, and give 

ee the praiſe. 

It is to confeſs. our onwortbineſs, to ſigh 
under the confuſion of our own guilt, from 
the manifold. iniquities we have committed 

againſt thee; and from this conviction, fin- 
eerely to acknowledge that puniſhment is 
our due; that ſcourges and hardſhips are 
what we deſerve; that whatever be the bit - 
ter cup thou giveſt us, or the burthen thou 
layeſt upon us, we have no reaſon to-aſk 
..why thou doeſt ſo; but to humble ourſelves 
in klence under thy hand; and having our 
unworthineſs before our eyes, to 5 
; thou art juſt in All thy ways, and that what 
we ſuffer is leſs than we deſerve. - ©. 

This is the eto ae and it ĩs Jul 


we 


we ſhould be thus humbled ; but in our pride 
therè is nothing but injuſtice ; and however, 
by its ſuggeſtions, we appear conſiderable 
in our own eyes, yet it is certain it turns 
away thy eyes and thy mercy, O God, 
from us; and makes us really miſerable, 
while we are falſely pleaſing ourſelves with 
the injuſtice of our own opinion, Where- 


ſelves before thee under the ſenſe of this 
our great miſery, we preſent our moſt hear- 
. ty petitions to thee, and beſeech thee, by 
y thy grace, to deliver us from the evil of 
C pride in all its ſhapes. 

Chriſt, hear us. 
1 Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 
N From all the vain ſuggeſtions of pride, in 
d whatever kind it be. R. O Lord, deliver 
1 US. = 
is From hearkening to the motions of pride, 
e and being governed by its directions. R. O 
t- Lord, deliver us. | 


u From all diſcourſes of words that are ſug- 
K geſted by pride. R. O Lord, deliver us. 

28 From all fondneſs of eſteem, and from 
Ir the defire of reputation in the world. R. 
ſs O Lord, deliver us. 1 


From all concern for what the world 
ſays of us. R. O Lord, deliver us. * 


From all contrivances for publiſhing the 
Vol. XIV. Yes: | 
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fore now, O merciful Lord, humbling our- 
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good we do, or having our virtues ſeen or 

known. R. O Lord, deliver us. | 
From having pride to order our cloaths, 

our table, or attendants. R. 0 Lord, deli- 


Ver Us. 


From the effects of pride, in being excep- 


tious, poſitive, ſtubborn, or imperious. R. 


O Lord, deliver us. 

From the effects of pride, in being ſtiff, 
quarrelſome, or not bearing any thing chat 
ſeems either a reproof or an affront. R. 0 


Lord, deliver us. 


From attributing any good to ourſelves, 
or deſpiſing or undervaluing others. R. C 
Lord, deliver us. 

We ſinners, We beſeech thee hear us. 

That thou vouchſafe us thy holy grace to 
become poor in ſpirit. R. We beſeech thee 
hear us. © OO OEMs 

- That we may learn of Chriſt our Re- 
Nreseer to be meek and humble of heart. 


| R. We beſeech thee hear us. 


bat we may humble ourſelves, at all 
times, as little children. R. We beſeech thee 
hear US 1 

That we be not high-minded, nor puffed 
up one againſt another, R. We beſeech thee 


Hear Us. 


That we do all things in lowlineſs of 
mind, and eſteem 'others better than our- 
ſelves. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
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That we may put on (as the ele& of God) 
the bowels of mercy, humbleneſs of mind, 

meeknels, and long- ſuffering. . We be- 
ſcech thee hear us. | 

That we ſeek not honour one of ano- 
ther, but only that honour which cometh 
from God alone. R. He beſeech thee hear us, 

That we may at all times be ſolicitous to 
preſerve charity in our hearts, which neither 
boaſteth, nor is puffed up. R. We Pooch 
thee hear us. 

Give ear to us, O God, and in \ thy mercy 
grant thele petitions, that we may gain this 
important point which thou halt to much 
recommended, and be thus prepared for.the 
increaſe of all bleſſings. 

We have it from thy own facred mouth, 
that thou reſiſteſt the proud, and giveſt grace 
to the humble; and where then can there 
be a place for doubt, after ſo plain a decla- 
ration! If we ſuffer pride to dwell in our 
hearts, and govern in us, we are certain 
that thou, O God, art againſt us: And what 
greater unhappineſs can there be for a Chriſ- 
tian than this? 

Wherefore we moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
; 0 God, to give us a real dread of this evil, 

and to make us duily watchful againſt i it; 
that having our whole dependence on thee, 
we may, not be ſo indiſcreetiy weak, as to 
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make thee a party againſt us: For what 
muſt be the fate of ſuch poor duſt, if it 
has Almighty power, even its God, to re- 
ſiſt! And how indiſpoſed muſt we be at 
this time, for making any atonement for 
our paſt iniquities, if by our indulged pride 
we render God averſe to us, and turn away 
his eyes from whatever ſacrifice we offer! 
Grant us therefore, O God, what we 

now aſk; grant us an humble heart; for 
fince thou haſt promiſed to exalt and give 
grace to the humble, what ſurer expedient 
can we have for thy favour, than to ſeek it 
even as thou haſt preſcribed. Whatever 
then our other happineſs or infirmities be, 
grant we may ſtill be humble, that ſo, 
amidit all our miſeries, we may be in the 
way of finding help and mercy from thee. 
Let us pray. . 

XXV E beſeech thee, O Lord, mercifully 
to regard the devotion of thy peo- 
ple, that, mortifying their bodies by faſting, 
they may have their minds refreſned by the 
fruit of good works. 3 
Grant, O Lord, we beſeech thee, to thy 
people, that they may acknowledge what 
they profeſs, and be poſſeſſed with the love 
of the heavenly myſtery to which they ap- 
proach, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
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1 this time of Lent, than patience under all 
difficulties,  provocations, and trials, let us 
make this the ſubject of this day's prayer, to 
aſk of God the true ſpirit of patience, by which 
we may be helped in the duties of this time, and 
bring ourſelves to ſome reſemblance of Chriſt 

our Maſter. _ „ 

Let us pray. 115 

God, who knoweſt the great weak 

nets of our nature, and the many 
difficulties with which it is encompaſſed 
mercitully aſſiſt us according to our wants, 
and give us that patience which is neceſſary 
to overcome. — 

We confeſs, O God, thou haſt given 
us great encouragement to be patient, in the 
repeated promiſes thou haſt made to patient 
ſufteripg; and it is an effect of thy infinite 
laye, to link our duty with ou; Juthreh 3 
and to, make it a virtue in us to ſubmit 0 
thoſe evils which cannot be avoidet. 

And yet, O God, though thou haſt been 
merciful to us, and promiſed 1 92 as he 
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reward of our patience ; yet ſtill how very 
impatient are we, whilſt being obliged to 
receive all kinds of troubles, even the great- 
eſt, with a peaceable ſubmiſſion, there is 
ſcarce any thing fo inconſiderable, which 
does not put us into a diſturbance! 

It is a confuſion to us to ſee how very 
weak we are in this point, and to reflect 

what little accidents are enough to deſtroy 
our inward peace; and this, while we pro- 
feſs ourſelves diſciples of a crucified Maſter, 
while we own it our profeſſion to take up 
our croſs, and bear it, according to the 
pattern he has ſet us; and that we can have 
no hopes of being plorified with yn, it we 
do not ſuffer with him. 

In this, O God, we are ſenſible of a great 
unhappineſs, ſuch as obliges us to humble 
ourſelves before thee in the confeſſion of it, 
and to ſolicit, with all the earneſtneſs of our 
ſouls, for thy holy grace to remedy it. 
Look down, therefore, upon us, we be- 
ſeech thee, with the eye of compaſſion, and 
according to the multitude of thy mercies, 
ſo now have mercy on us, and heal our 
weakneſs. Leave us no longer under this 
infirmity, which is to us the occaſion of ſo 
many fins,. which ſo frequently diſturbing 
our inward peace, makes us unfit for our 
greateſt duties, and robs us of the comfort 
of a chriſtian life. 


yy 
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But confirm us now, we beſeech thee, 
with a greater ſtrength of mind, and give 
us ſuch a ſteadineſs, that we may not ſo 
ealily be diſcompoled with ourſelves, nor 
ſurpriſed into paſſion. Stand thou by us, 
O God, in the time of danger, and com- 
municate thy Holy Spirit to us, which may 
then command our ſouls, and prevent all 
the effect of our uſual weak ness. 
In all provocations let thy holy grace 
work powerfully in us, and help us to com- 
poſe all inward motions, to moderate our 
thoughts, and ſet a guard upon our ilps, ſo 
that we ſpeak not any word unbecomin, 
the meekneſs of the chriſtian ſpirit. 34 
And when we find .nature begin to be 
moved, then, O God, let thy holy grace 
awaken us in our faith, and the obligations 
of our profeſſion. Let thy grace ſet before 
us the commands of Chriſt our Maſter, and 
the crown he has promiſed to patience. 
May we then remember the great advan- 
tages we may make by humble ſuffering; my 
how ſtrongly we may engage thy merey to 
us, it by the help of patience we may make 
a ſacriſice of our wills to thee. 851 
Upon theſe motives, teach us, O God, to 
ſummon all our beſt endeavours for calming 
every ſtorm that begins to ariſe within us ; 
9224 D iv 
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and help us to bend. with ſilence. under all 
the contradictions of our own. will, which 
are the appointment of thine. And when 
we obſerve the weakneſs of our nature; and 
how inſenſibly it runs into evil, then, O 
bleſſed Lord, may we turn our hearts to 
thee, and fearful of our infirmity, call thee 
to our aſſiſtance, and to help us againſt 
ourſelves. Then may we have reſolution 
to withdraw from danger, and in the better 
circumſtances. of ſolitude, ſtrive to recover 
reaſon from its oppreſſion, and leek comfort 
in doing thy will, 
| Help us, O God, in this dificult taſk; 
ny fince we all here confeſs our weakneſs, 
Join our voices in aſking for help, may 


Il find thy favour in the grant of what 
— aſk. 


Lord, have mercy on us. 

Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. | 
From all inward diſturbance, ? 


From all uneaſineſs of mind, ng 
hotfalneſe, | 


From all kind of impatience, 
From all degrees of paſſion, mY 
From the liberties of an OT 
on 1 
rom all oppreſſion of the mind, 


From murmuring, complaints, and 
quarrels, | 


i. Aa 4 
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From yielding to immoderate grief, 0 
Lord, deliver ut. 
From all cowardice, af weakneſs of ſi. 
rit, O Lord, deliver us. | 

From all exceſs of concern, and ſolicitude 
for things of this world, O Lord, delroer ws: 
We ſinners, We beſeech thee hear us. 
| That we may cheerfully take up our croſs} 
1 and follow Chriſt our Redeemer. bs We bet 

feech thee bear us. b 01 

That we may ediifides every Houble as 
f the croſs which thou wilt have us bean 4 
3 and bear. R. We beſeech thee hear ur. 
f That under all trouble, we may remember 
ſuffering was the portion thou didſt chuſe 
| for thy only Son. R. We beſeech thee hear us, 

That under all trouble, we may remember 

that ſuffering was the portions Chriſt choſe 
for his apoſtles. R. We befeerb/thee hear un. 
| That under all trouble, we may remem- 
ber, that if we fuffer with Chriſt, -we- ſhall 
allo be glorified together with him. R: "We 
beſeech thee hear us. | 

That under all trouble we may aa 
that the ſufferings of this preſent time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory to 
come. R. We beſeech thee bear n. 

That under all trouble we may remember 
that no tribulation, or diftre{s,/or per ſecution, 
ought to ſeparate vs from the mo of _ 

v 
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which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; but that we ought 
to be conquerors in all, R. We en thee 
hear us. © 

That under all rduble we may remember 
that the light afflictions of this life, which 
are but for a moment, work for us an eternal 

weight of glory. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
I Phat if we ſuffer the loſs of all things, 
we may count them as dung, ſo that we may 
win Chriſt, and be found in him. R. We 
beſeeth the bear us. | 

That we may learn in whatever ſtate we 
are, therewith to be content. R. He be- 
feech thee hear us. 

That we may have patience in all kind 
of provocations, injuries, and affronts. R. 
wy beſeech thee bear us. 

hat we may haye patience wich the 
ene and ill temper of thoſe with whom 
we live. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may have patience under all the 
eenſures, raſn judgments, and evil reports 
of men. R. We bejeech thee hear us. © 

That we may have patience under all 
kinds of contradictions and reproof, whether 
juſt or unjuſt. R. We befeech thee hear us. 

That we may have patience under the com- 
mon difficulties of — and eſpecially thoſe 
of our ſtate. R. We beſeich thee hear us. © 

That we may — patience under all diſ- 


, 
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appointments and loſſes, of whatever kind 
they be. R. We beſeech thee hear um. 

That be may have patience under our own 
infirmities; whether of body, or mind, whe- 
ther temporal or en R. r. b N 
thee hear us. 

That we may have patience Ane all kind 
of pain and ſickneſs, and bear it with a chear- 
ful T R. We befeech thee hear u. 

That we may have patience under all Kind 


of oppreſſion, of perſecution, and tejoice tÞ 


ſuffer for juſtice ſake. R. 8 thee 
hear us. 

That we may have patience. amidſt all the 
aſſaults of the devil, andthe various exerciſes 
of a chriſtian life. R. Me beſeechtheeihear ts. 

Hear us, O God, we: beleech thee,; and 
in thy mercy. grant theſe our petitions, Per 
we know that through our impatience we fall 
into many ſins; and tilkwe become more pa- 
tient, we ſee no hopes of amendments + 

Have compaſſion, therefore, on us, AH 
give us ſuch ſtrength, ſuch a ſettled compo- 


fure of mind, that we may be able, throuzh 


thy grace, to meet all difficulties, without 
putting vurieives, or others, inte-diforder:t 
Give us ſuch a ſenſe of our preſent Nate, as: 


rather to expect, than to be ſurpriſed at trials 


and in whatever manner, or from whatever 
Rand they come, teach us, 0 to ſubnud. 


— * 
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with peace, and to reſt in thy appointments, 
as being the aceompliſſiment of thy holy will- 
Hear us in this petition, O merciful 
Lord, becauſe we have too often experien- 
ced, that by impatience we loſe our peace, 
our, reaſon, and our ſouls : And how very 
unhappy is this ſtate for Chriſtians ?. Hear 
Fry a * O God, and help us; help us 
ore watchful, againſt ſuch. evils, 
= in he more ſolicitous for our inward. 
peace; grant us patience, for thus only * 
* n and e our fouls, 


Lei us pray. Nenn 


E ngen O Lord, to thy. people, 
and by the comfortable help of thy 
mercy —— them, whom thou haſt en 
devout in thy ſervice. | 
Graciouſly vouchſafe to hear us, 0 mer- 
eiful God; and with the light of thy grace, 


enlighten our minds, through or our Lord Jane 
Chriſt, thy Son. 


\ Repeat here the prayers for Ember-Wedk 
„„ 000 Walen a 
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PATIENCE being both the moſt Bei 
ornament and greateſt advantage of a Chriſtian 
at all timer; but more eſpecially at this prefent,” 
when by the ſummons of the church, and by the” 
paſſion of Chriſt now approaching, we are _ * 
led to ſuffering ; let us join in prayers, and be 

of God to pour forth his holy grace upon ur, thi 
may 72 hold of every occaſion of — A = 
that preſents itſelf, and make an advantage of 

it according to the deſign of Lent, by accepti 
it as from the hand of God, 'in puniſhment. of 
aur fin, and defiring his acceptance of bay — 
mie and Suffering for the * — 8 


| Lets pray 4: K os "on 


TO TY CES 


\ God, 'who knoweſt the number and 
| weight of all our ſins, and likewiſe 
the puniſhment which from thy juſtice is 
due to them; grant us, we befeech thee, a 

true apprehenſion of this our unhappineſs; 
that with the tears of contrition we may la- 
ment 1t, and with humble ſuffering, in union 
with the ſuffering of Chriſt, do what lies in 


our power, for making ſome atonement for 
it. 
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Grant, O God, we may be ſerious in re. 
flecting upon our paſt life; and, caſting up 
our accounts, ſee if we can make ſome judg- 
ment of the puniſhment due to our ſims: 
Grant we may ever look upon this as a debt 
we have contracted, and ſuch a debt, as juſ- 
tice obliges us to pay: And, O God, how 
very great muſt this debt be, in a life of ſo 
many years, and theſe years made up of ſin! 
Let the thought of this debt be as a con- 
tinual weight upon us, and make us ſolici- 
tous which way to pay it; and hence, O 
God, may we be ever upon the watch, to 
lay hold of every occaſion that offers, ſuch 
as we have reaſon to believe, thou wilt ac- 
cept from our hands, in ſatisfaction of any 
part of what we owe, ſo to leſſen the debt. 
And, now, ſee, my ſoul, has not thou ma- 
ny things to offer to thy God, ſuch as he is 
willing to accept upon this account ? If thou 
humbleſt thyſelf in any kind, 1s not he rea- 
dy to accept of this from thy hands? And 
how many opportunities haſt thou of doing 
this. every day, and, 1t may be, moſt hours 
of thy life? 7 
If thou beareſt any thing with patience up- 
on this account, will not he aecept this alſo 
from thy hands? And haſt not thou almoſt 
every hour of thy lite an occaſion of doing 
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Af thou denieſt thy own will, and thy own 
ways, and offereſt this ſelf-denial to thy 
God, will not he accept this alſo from thy 
hands, and which is the day or the hour 
WF wherein thou haſt not occaſion of doing: 
= thus? — 4 en e eee 
tif chou dealeſtrmercifully with any neigh- 
bour, and from thy heart forgiveſt any af- 
front, injury, or wrong, he has done thee, 
has not God declared himſelf ready to ac- 
cept this alſo from thy hands? And amidſt 
ſo many provocations of indiſcretion or ma- 
lice, as this world affords, is there any day 
wherein thou haſt not occaſion of doing 
this? : N | 

If thou feedeſt the hungry, cloatheſt the 
naked, bringeſt the harbourleſs into thy 
houſe, takeſt care of the orphan and widow, 
and, according to thy power, giveſt comfort 
to the afllicted, the needy, or the diſtreſſed; 
has not God promiſed to accept this offer= 
ing from thy hand, and that thou ſhalt find 
the mercy from him, which thou ſhewelt to 
others? And amidit ſuch variety of miſery 
as there is in the world, both as to ſoul and 
body, is there any day wherein thou haſt 
not opportunity of doing thus ? 

If thou prayeſt with fervour, if thou faſt- 
eſt as the Ninivites or Daniel did, if thou 
chaſtiſeſt thy body like St Paul, if thou ta- 
keſt pains to make and keep peace, if thou 


* 
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doeſt good for evil, and ſincerely doeſt a 


thing: for the glory of God, will not Gol 
accept theſe things from thy hands? And 
when is the day, wherein ſome of theſd "ay 
not be thy exerciſe? _ 

Seeſt thou now, my ſoul, how? many ways 
thou haſt of making an acceptable offering 
to thy God, and of diſcharging ſome part 


of thy debt: And that chou haſt not only 


this, but haſt likewiſe the opportunity of 
doing it every day of thy life? 
And canſt thou now be in earneſt, in 


_ thinking thy debt to be great, or in appre- 


hending the judgment of God upon thy 
fins, if, having it ſo often in- thy power to 
leflen thy debt, and move God to deal mer- 


eifully' with thee, thou letteft theſe opportu- 


nities paſs by without any concern, as if 


thou hadft'no erefk! in making a good uſe 
of them? 


We confeſs it, 0 Goa. and with' EY 
fion' we achno wied e it; it looks as if we 


were not in earneſt; either in fearing the 


guilt of our paſt life, or thy judgments 


againſt it. Wherefore we now beg” thy 
tgrace to put us into a better method, even 
ſuch a method, as to manage all the oec. 
ons that are offered us for cancelling the 
hand-writing that is againſt us, and making 
them all ſerviceable in order to the lefleu- 
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ng. of the debt we have dbntracted 


by our 


* Hear us, O nd, we beſeech — 4 


and ſuffet us no longet to go on with our 
ill management, in, letting our paſſions de- 
vour all that, which thou art ready to accept 
from our hands, as a ſacrifice for N 39 
„Chriſt, hear us. + 5 led uon 
Chiilt, graciouſly hear u. 
Grant, O God, we — Fats that ve 
may not ſinfully afflict ourſelves under the 
trials which come from thy hands; but rea- 
dily accept and ſubmit to them, as to: the 


puniſhment of our ſin, R. Amen. 


Grant, O God, we may not be ng 
under the diſappointments and common dif- 
ficulties of life; but readily accept and ub. 
mit to them, as to the — of jou 
ſin. R. Amen. it 

Grant, O. God, we may not be tired or 
impatient under the exerciſes and ſelf-denials 
neceflary for a Chriſtian life; but readily 
accept and ſubmit to them, as to the puny; 
ment of our fin, R. Amen. - 

Grant, O God, we may not be impatient 
under any. provocations from our neigh» 
bours ; but receive them, as the punalitnent 
of our ſin. R. Amen. 


Grant, O God, we may dr 


at any injury or ane given: oy 4 bras in 


"1 0 Þ. 
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lence receive it, as a puniſhment of our ſin, 


R. Amen. 
Grant, O God, we may not be impatient 


under any reproofs whatever, whether juſt 


or unjuſt ; but peaceably receive them, as a 
puniſhment of our ſin. R. Amen, 
Grant, O God, we may not be impatient 


at any malice or il. will, which we apprehend 


in our neighbour againſt us; but peaceably 


ſubmit to it, as to the puniſhment of our fin. 
R. Amen. 


- Grant, O God, we may not be impatient 
at any cenſures, or unjuſt reports of the 


world againſt us; but peaceably bear them, 
as the puniſhment of our ſin. R. Amen. 


Grant, O God, we may not be impatient 
at any miſcarriage, misfortune, or loſs, whe- 


ther public or private; but peaceably ſub- 


mit to it as to the puniſhment of our lin. 
R. Amen. 


Grant, O God, we may not be impatient 


at any indiſcretion, or ill managemement of 
our own, which will expoſe us to cenſures, 


or any ways be an abjection or leſſening to 
us; but peaceably ſubmit to it, as to the 
punithment of our fin. R. Amen. 


Grant, O God, we may not be impatient 


under ficknels, or pain, or at any uneaſineſs, 


whether of mind or body; but peaceably 
ſubmit to it, as to the puniſhment of ſin. 


R. Amen. 
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Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 
theſe petitions we make to thy Divine Majeſ- 
ty, and teach us to be ſo wiſe, as to improve 
all our misfortunes and troubles here to our 
future good. Teach us to receive and bear 
them all with that true ſenſe of our own 
guilt, and of thy Divine Juſtice, ſo as to be 
ever humble and patient under them. 

Nay, we alk farther; O God, teach us to 
rejoice and be comforted in all occaſions of 
ſuffering, inaſmuch as we have in them an 
opportunity of diminiſhing our debt, and 
making our peace with thee; and what is 
this but the opportunity of the greateſt 
gain! Let not therefore vain grief, or ſinful 
paſſion, any more be the effects of our trou- 
ble; but, under all uneaſineſs, may we 
eagerly. catch at the occaſion, and be glad 
in having a ſacrifice to offer to thee. May 
this, O God, be our method in all trouble; 
and by this method may we be ſolicitous to 
turn away thy anger from us, and blot out 
from before thy face the memory of our paſt 
iniquities. 


| Let us pray. RT þ 
FE beſeech thee, O God; metcifully 

look down on thy people, and 105 
contig: to thy clemency, turn from them 
the ſcourges of thy anger. 


May thy deſired bleſſing gire frength th: 
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thy faithful people, which may keep them in a 
ſteady obedience to thy holy will, and make 


them thankfully rejoice in the effects of th 
bounty. Through our Lord Jeſus Chril 
. 
Repeat here the prayers for Ember-week, | 
as on Wedneſday. Ws 


« , 


SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 
 GoseeL, Matt. xvii. 1, 9. 


YEING informed in this day's Goſpel, that | 


3 Chriſt, being transfigured in the mount, 


was declared by a voice from heaven ta be the 
Son of God, and a command given to us of hear- 
ing him; Ipſum audite; let us humble our- 


ſelves this day in prayer, and with our fouls 


raiſed to God, beſeech him to give us that grace 
by which we may become the true diſciples of 
Chriſt, in hearing him in all he has taught, 
and having our lives wholly governed by him. 
1 Let us pray. | : 
God, who in thy infinite love to man, 

CY haſt ſent us thy only Son from heaven 
to teach us; and in compaſſion to us, haſt 
commanded us to hear him; grant, we be- 
ſeech thee, that as through thy grace we be- 
lieve in him, ſo by the effect of the ſame 
mercy, we may open our hearts to what he 
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teaches, and make his doctrine the rule of 
Our lives. | | $4 888 | 
We confeſs, O God, that as we can ex- 
ect no ſalvation, but through a faith in 
Chriſt, ſo this faith can avail us nothing, if 
we do not, in earneſt, endeavour to live as 
he teaches. We confeſs Jeſus is the way, 
the truth, and the life. He is the way, by 
his example; the truth, by his word tbe 
life, by his grace. Grant, O God, we may 
hear his word, follow his example, and be 
enlivened by his grace. | 
For this end, we beſeech thee to take us 
into thy protection, and mercifully ſecure us 
againſt the many deluſions to which we are 
expoſed. Our own nature 1s daily leading 
us out of the way, the world is ſoliciting us 
into faſhionable errors, and the devil makes 
uſe of infinite artifices to draw us into fin. + + 
Amidſt ſo many dangers, what ſecurity 
of can we, poor worms, expect, but from thee 
ht, alone? We fall of ourſelves; and how cer- 
u. tain then muſt our ruin be, when we have 
ſo many united againſt us, if thou, O Lord, 
> I Colt not extend thy mercy. to us, and help 
an, us? 4 3 . 8 3 FL on 8 GT; 
Help us, therefore, O God, and give us 
grace to learn the ways of Jeſus Chriſt, 
where he has taught them. Let it be our. 
buſineſs, to examine his life, and learn by 
tis example; He is the Light of the World, 
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and he himſelf has both called upon us, | 


and commanded us to learn of him. And 
it is his apoſtle has ſhewed us, that we ought 
ſo far to labour in fulfilling this command, 
till Chriſt be formed, and his life be manifeſted 
r f a | 
And ſince both his example and, doQrine 
are delivered for our inſtruction and com. 
fort. in his holy Goſpel, give us grace there 
to ſeek, there to ſtudy, Jeſus, and there to 
learn what ought to be the method, what 
the life, of his followers. In this Goſpel we 
find Jeſus as in himſelf; we have his own 
words to teach us, and his own life for our 
direction; and where then ſhould we ſeek 
Jeſus, but where he is thus to be found: 
Convince us, O God of this, not only ſo 
as to profeſs it in words, or in ſaying we be- 
lieve it; but ſo as in practice not to follow 
or approve any other rule but Jeſus Chriſt: 
We ſee there can be no truth in what we 
do, if we take not hence our meaſure of 
truth; there can be no hopes of coming to 
the defired end of our journey, if we learn 
not our way from hence; and there can be 
nothing but death in us, if we pretend by 
any other method to find life eternal. 

. Thus, O moſt Sovereign Lord, we pro- 
feſs before thee, that it is from the life and 
doctrine of Jeſus we mult learn, what is to 
be the life of his followers. And how miſe- 
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» rable then muſt we be, how contrary to 

what we profeſs, if inſtead of learning from 
0 him, we take for our directors even thoſe 
„hom Chriſt himſelf has declared to be his 
0 enemies, and to hate him! | 


And yet thou, my foul, ſee what thou do- 
| eſt, when for concluding what is good and | 
lawful, and what ways thou art to take in | 
this thy pilgrimage on earth, thou conſulteſt 
neither the example nor Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, but conſidereſt what is the cuſtom, 
what the common practice of men; and with- 
out comparing them with the doctrine of 
Chriſt, thou preſently concludeſt theſe to 
be the ways of a chriſtian life; as if all were 
ſafe that had this authority to recommend it. 

Ah! my ſoul! Doſt not thou ſee, by this 
method, thou ſetteſt up another rule, than 
what God has given thee? God commands 
thee to hear Chriſt, and to follow him; and 
thou turneſt thy eyes upon men, to obſerve 
what they do, and thus makeſt the actions 
of men thy rule, and not Chriſt. And 
canſt thou think thyſelf in this either wiſe, - 
ſincere, or fate? If God had directed thee [ 
to men, and ordered thee to make their ac- | 
tions thy rule, thou hadſt then done well; 
pro- but as it is, ſince God has declared to thee, 
and Wl That the world is wicked; that it hates 
is to Chriſt, and receives not his doctrine; that the 
miſe - way he has taught is narrow, and few there 
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are that find it; that many being called, fey 


are choſen ; that we are not to be conformed 10 
'this world,; ſince God has declared this to 
thee, how canſt thou be either wile, ſincere, 
or ſafe, in taking thy meaſures from the 
practice of men? If thou believeſt God, 
thou haſt more reaſon to fear them, as un. 
ſafe; to avoid them as dangerous; and ne. 
ver to conclude them an authentic rule, till 
being compared with the Goſpel, they are 
found agreeable to it, and by its authority 
to be confirmed. | TOY 
We confeſs, O God, this is an unſafe 
rule, and very unlike that which thou haſt 
12 us; ſo unlike, that whereas that leads 
om death to life eternal, this puts its fol. 
lowers in hazard of never ſeeing that life, 
. which they pretend to ſeek. Wherefore, 
we beſeech thee, O merciful Father, by thy 
grace to direct us, and take from us all con- 
dence in other rules of life, beſides that of 
the Goſpel. Let us make this our ſtudy, 
and by its principles frame our whole lives. 
We know whence this has its authority, and 
have reaſon to confide in it, as thy holy 
word : But as for all other authority of af 
| tom and practice, make us jealous of thele, 
1 fo as never to reſt in them, till we have war- 
1 rant from thy ſacred word for ſo doing. 
Hear us, O God, in this petition, god 
| Wulle 
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while we repeat it to thee, ſnew W n 
us in the grant of what we aſk. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Chriſt, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Let it be thy daily mercy to us, that'x we 
be jealous of the world, and of all its 7 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Let us no more depend upon its common 
practices, as if theſe were a ſufficient argu- 
ment of what is right and juſt. R. We be- 


ſeech thee hear us. 


Let us no more conſult the world, for de- 
termining what liberties are lawful in'a 
chriſtian life. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Let us no more conſult chem, to know 
what is to be the humility, what the meek- 
neſs, what the charity of the followers of 
Chriſt, © R. We beſezch thee hear us. | 

Let us no more aſk the world, what are 
the rules of temperance and jultice. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. 

Let us no more conſult the world, how 
far we may go, without giving juſt occaſion 
of ſcandal. R. We beſzech thee hear us. 

Let us no more depend upon cuſtom, as a 
ſafe expoſitor of the Goſpel. R. We befeerh 
thee hear us. 

Let us no more conſult the wth; for de- 


termining what is commanded : as neceflary, 
Vor. XIV. E 
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and what is only adviſed for more perfection 
in a chriſtian life. R. We beſeech thee bear us. 

Grant, O merciful God, that inſtead of 
this deceitful way, having a faith in Jeſus - 
Chriſt, we may in all things take Jeſus for 
our guide. R. Ne beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may hear him in all things. R, 
Ne beſeech thee hear us. 

T bat he may be a light to us in all our 
ways. R. We beſcech thee hear us. 

That his word may abide in us. R. Wo 
beſrech thee bear us. 

{hat we may have no peace of conſcience 
but in him. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That his Goſpel may be our rule. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. 
__ That we may live by his Spirit. R. I 
b:feech thee hear us, 

That his life may be manifeſted in us. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may never more let the world, 

or cuſtom, or practice, or 8 of men take 
place of Jeſus, or of his Goſpel, R. We be- 
feech thee hear us. * 
Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 
- theſe our petitions ; and ſince we are aſking 
for the belt of guides, grant us what we aſk. 
But this mercy thou halt already ſhewed us; 
thou haſt given us thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt 
ior our guide, and we are A miſerably blind, 
as not to follow him. 
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O merciful God! How wretchedly * 
able are we, who having light from heaven, 
even the eternal wiſdom, to become our maſ- 
ter to teach us, our example to encourage 
us, and our light to go before us, yet will 
chuſe darkneſs rather than light, and ſet up 


to ourſelves ſuch guides, as have nothing to 


recommend them, but only That they ſeem ts 
authoriſe what is moſt agreeable to our inclina- 
tion! | | | 

And what is this leſs than ſetting up idols 
againlt thee, our God? What is it, but giv- 
ing creatures the preference to thee, and 
confiding more in their weakneſs, than in 
the wiſdom of thy only Son? O God, we 
ſee how unwarrantable this method muſt 
be, and how pernicious to thoſe that follow 
it. Grant, therefore, we may now in ear- 
neſt renounce it; no more take the world 


for our guide, but only the example and 


Goſpel of Jeſus, whom thou haſt command- 
ed us to hear. 4 


Let us pray. 


GOD, who ſeeſt us deſtitute of all 
O ſtrength, preſerve us both within and 
without; that our bodies may be ſecure 
from all adverſities, and our ſouls purified 


from all evil thoughts. Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, | Ee 
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HRIST having informed us in this day's 
Goſpel of theſe terrifying truths : 1. That 


there are ſome whom God forſakes and 


leaves to, themfelves. 2. That after this, 
theſe ſeek God in vain; becauſe they ſeek 
him not as they ought. 3. That they die 
in their ſins. - Laſtly, that they ſhall be eter. 
nally ſeparated from God: Let us humble 
ourſelves this day, under the apprehenſion of 
God's judgments, in forſaking ſinners; and 
earneſtly beg grace, that in this time, which is 
granted us, we may ſo fincerely ſeek God, as not 
zo be rejected by him, but find him to our com. 


fort, in the multitude of his tender mercies. 


Let us pray. 


GOD, who manifeſteſt thy infinite 
mercy to us, in putting us in mind of 
thy ſevere judgment upon ſinners: Grant, 
we befeech thee, we may lay hold of thy 
mercy, not being terrified into deſpair, but 


ſpurred on to aſe our beſt endeavours in | 


ſeeking thee; that returning to thee with all 


our hearts, our endeavours may be accepted 


by thee. 


LF: 
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Thou haſt given us ſo many evident 
proofs of thy mercy to repenting ſinners, 
that we cannot doubt of finding the ſame 
mercy, if we return to thee with a ſincere 
repentance, and ſeek thee as we ought, 
And, therefore, as for all thoſe who find 
thee not, we do believe, it is not for 
want of thy mercy, but for want of ſinceri- 
ty in them, and that being falſe to them- 
ſelves, they are diſappointed in what they 
pretend to ſeek. (2998 

And have we any reaſon hence to take 
occaſion of deſpair? No, my God, not in 
the leaſt to diſtruſt thy goodneſs. But we 
have reaſon to be jealous of ourſelves, to 
be fearful of what we do. We have reaſon 
to examine our repentance, and fee if it 
be ſincerely from our hearts. We have 
reaſon to implore thy grace, that, by this 
help may be prevented in us all deceit. 

It is for this, O God, we now humble 
ourſelves before thee, and ſend up our ſighs 
before the throne of thy mercy. We know 


| that our eternal lot depends upon our re- 


pentance; and though it be of this concern, 
yet ſo miſerable are we, that we eafily de- 
ceive ourſelves in this very thing, on which 
all depends. Wherefore, O God, we be- 
leech thee, let this our miſery move th 
compaſſion, and obtain from thee that help 
which we wants *: = 
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Let thy grace, O Father of mercy, pre- 
vent in us all delay of repentance; this is 
one great deceit to which we are ſubject. 
For this is depending on a time, which is 
not, and it may be, never will be ours; it 
is putting eternity to the hazard, and evi- 
dently diſcovers the heart not to be right 

with God, which knowing itſelf under thy 
diſpleaſure, ſeeks not to make its peace; 
but going on in fin, deceives itſelf with the 
thought of doing that hereafter, which ought 
to be done at preſent. - 

O God, we confeſs this is not ſeekin 
thee; and we cannot wonder if ſuch as 

ſeek thus, do not find thee. Deliver us 
therefore in thy mercy from all ſuch delu- 
fion. For this we ſee is neglecting, this is 

| i deſpiſing thy mercy. Thou giveſt them a 
' 

| 


ſenſe of their unhappineſs, and calleſt them 
to repentance; they hear thy voice, and 
obey thee not; they know thy will, and do 
1 it not; and after ſuch frequent abuſes of 
1 mercy, they depend upon this return of this 
ql grace, whenever they ſhall think fit to make 
uſe of it. And is not this an unaccounta- 
ble madneſs thus to deſpiſe thy favours, 
| when they are offered, and then again to 
expect them from the ſame hand, which 
they have not before regarded, but with 
contempt! O God, deliver us from this 
pernicious blindneſs, and grant we may ne- 
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ver thus ſeek. thee,. by depending upon fu- 
ture mercies, and deſpiſing the preſent. 
We add another petition, O God: That 
as often as our ſins convince us of our un- 
happy ſtate, and we reſolve by repentance 
to return to thee, we may always undertake 
and perform it with ſo much ſincerity, as to 
obtain the effect we deſire, and that is, to 
find the. Nee un, 
lIhis, O moſt Sovereign Lord, we alk 
with all the earneſtneſs we are able; becauſe 
after ſo many ſins, we have no other means 
of returning to thee, but by a hearty repen- 
tance; and if we are any ways wanting, or 
fail in this, we have nothing before us, but 
the proſpect of unavoidable miſery. And 
repentance is thus of the 
higheſt importance to us, how many ways 
are we in ie rah, failing in it, even when 
we undertake it, and that is, of not finding 
thee, when we ſeek thee ? \X;51 
Give us leave, O God, to complain of 
this our miſery before thee! and to reproach 
ourſelves with our own weakneſs, ſo to raile 
confuſion in our hearts, and prepare for be- 
ing more watchful in ſtanding againſt it. 
We undertake to repent, thus ſeemingly 
deſigning to find tliee: And how often is 
it, that nothing but cuſtom puts us upon it, 
or the deſire of doing what is expected from 
| E iv 
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us! And while cuſtom only, or human re- 
ſpects move at the beart, how far muſt we 
be from the truth of repentance ; and how 
tar from finding thee, whom we pretend to 
feek ? + 

We undertake to repent, thus ſeemingly 
deſirous to ſeek thee: And how often is it, 
that we only perform the ceremonial part, 
but take ſo very little care in endeavouring 
to be heartily ſorry for our fins, that we 
can have but as little hopes to find thee? 

We undertake to repent, and thus ſeem 
to ſeek thee: And how often is it that we 
are not fincere in what we do; deceiving 
both ourſelves, and thoſe who are to direct 
us? And while we ſeek thus, where can be 
the hopes of finding thee? _ 

We undertake to repent, and thus ſeem 
to ſeek thee: And how often is it, that we 
have no true ſorrow for our ſins; but that 
alt the trouble we feel, 1s nothing but the 
uneaſineſs of a diſturbed nature? And how 
far is this from the repentance by which we 
are to find thee? 

We undertake to repent, and thus ſeem 
to feek thee : And how often is it, we Te- 
peat our prayers of repentance with our lips, 
but without any true ſorrow for our fins, or 
real change of our heart? And ſeeking thee 
thus, how can we hope to find thee ? 


We undertake to repent, and thus ſcem to 


Monday, Second Week in Lent. 105 
ſeek thee : And how often is it, after all our 1 
grief for fin, and purpoſes of amendment, 
we think no more of the covenant we have 
made with God; we conſider nothing of 
the conditions or means neceſſary for amend- 
ment; we keep no watch or reſtraint upon 
ourſelves againſt the uſual dangers of ſin 
but go on with the ſame careleis and un- 
thinking mind, as if we had received no 
mercy from God, or were under no engage- 
ment to him! And while we ſeek thee in 
this manner, where can be the hopes: of 
finding thee ? | 

Theſe, O God, are ſome of the many 
miſeries to which we are ſubject in this 
point; by which we unhappily put ourſelves 
into the liſt of the abandoned Jews, ſeeking 
thee without finding thee. But, O Father. 
of tender mercies, have mercy on us, we be- 
leech thee; and ſince thou haſt given us 
light to ſee our errors, leave us not here, | 
but give us likewiſe grace to amend them; 
that, with the blind and obſtinate Jews, we 
may not be wholly abandoned by thee: 

Hear us, therefore, O God; and fince we. 
all humble ourſelves in the confeſſion of our 
miſery, and join now our cries to thee in 
aſking for help, ſhew thy mercy. to us, and 
grant our requelts, 

We ſinners, R. We beſcech thee hear us. 

| | EW N 
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Grant, O God, that having forſak e n the 
our Lord and Redeemer, and by our ſins 
departed from thee, we may return to thee 
with all our hearts; and lo ſeek thee as to 
find thee. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant, O God, we may no more delay 
our repentance, nor by neglecting the pre- 
ſent opportunity of mercy, provoke thee to 
forſake us, when the hour of diſtreſs comes. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant, O God, as often as we undertake 


to ſeek thee by repentance, it may ever be 


accompanied with a real deteltation of fin, 


and a ſincere converſion of our hearts to 
thee our God. R. We beſcech thee hear us. 


Grant, that upon our repentance, we 
may diſcover a real hatred of our paſt fins, 
in being watchful againſt them, and in con- 
triving always for preventing our falling in- 
to them again. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant, that after our repentance, we may 


be mindful of the covenant we have made 


with God, and be ſolicitous to perform all 
the conditions of it. R. We beſeech thee hear 
Grant, we may have a daily fear of our- 
felves, and of all dur weaknels, and hkewile 
a dread of all the occaſions of fin, and hence 
daily labour to obtain new ftrength'from 
thee for our ſecurity, R. We bejeech thee 
hear ut. 1 
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Grant, that upon obſerving our failings, 
we may make uſe of ſuch means as feem 
Moſt effectual for overcoming ourſelves, and 
for breaking the violence x; thofe paſſions, 
which leads us into fin, R. We beſccch 
thee hear ut. 

Grant, O God, we beſeech thee, theſe 
our petitions, that we may no more deceive 
ourſelves in a matter of this concern, nor 
mock thee, our Lord and our judge, in the 
abuſe of thy greateſt mercy. 

Teach us, O bleſſed Lord, to be ncere 
in this point; and in order to this, give us 
a true ſenſe of our ſins, as likewiſe of the 
means, by Which we are to forſake them. 
Shew us how great is the hatred thou beac- 
eſt to fin, and in this, convince us how we 
are to hate it. And let this be ever in our 
minds, that we cannot poſſibly love thee, if 
we love that which is ſo hatetul to thee. 

O God: if our repentance were ſincere, 
how ſhould we hate fin, be afraid of it in all 
its ways, and contrive all mezns to avoid it! 
Grant, O Jeſus, it may be always thus with 
us in our repentance z ; and that as often FE 
we humble ourſelves in the confeſſion of Or 
ſins, our great care may be to ſin no more: 
For if we ſeek thee in this manner, We, con- 


fide in thy goodneſs, that thou wilt be found 
by us. 
EI. 
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Let us pray. 


RANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty 
God, that thy people, who by abſti- 
nence mortity their bodies, may, by the ob- 
ſervance of thy law, abſtain from all things 
that are diſpleaſing to thee. _ 
Be favourable, O Almighty God, to our 
prayers, and grant that they, who confide in 
thy goodneſs, may find the uſual effects of 


thy mercy. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
thy Son. 
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IT is our buſineſs at this time above others, 
that nothing be found in us, which may be dil- 
pleaſing to God, and render us the object of his 
averſion, while we are ſecking for his mercy, 
Since therefore our bleſſed Redeemer in this 
day's Goſpel reproves the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees for their ſeverity to their neighbour, and 
condemns in them the want of compaſſion ; let 
ws beg this day of Almighty God, that nothing 
of. this evil may te found in us; but that in all 
things we may have ſuch compaſſion for our 
neighbour, as is conformadle to the ſpirit of the 


Goſpel, and may entitle us to the promiſes. of 
Mercy. 
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Let us pray. 


GOD, who in thy mercy to us haſt - 
manifeſted thy holy will, and declared 
thy diſpleaſure againſt all ſeverity in us to- 
wards our neighbour, mercifully take from 
us this evil; and whenever our inclination 
leads us to it, give us a true ſenſe of it, as 
of our misfortune, and by the help of thy 
grace, teach us at all times to ſtand againſt 
It. | 

We confeſs, O God, the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt breathes nothing ſo much as the ſpi- 
rit of meekneſs; and it plainly lays before 
us, how much compaſhon towards our 
neighbour is for our eternal intereſt. Grant 
therefore, we beſeech thee, we may be ſoli- 
citous to walk by this ſpirit, ſince to fail 
here, is to forget our profeſſion, and to neg- 
le& the great advantage of our ſouls. 

For it is from thy own mouth, O Lord, 
we are aſſured, That the merciful. ſhall find 
mercy ; and that the ſame meaſure we give tb 


others, the ſame ſhall be meaſured to us again. 


And 1s not this a plain intimation, that if 
we ſhew compatſhon to our neighbours, we 
ſhall find compaſſion from thee; and if we 


are ſevere to them, we ſhall meet with ſeve- 
rity from thee, =, 
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O God, ſuch is my unhappy ſtate, through 
my manifold iniquities, that I ſtand in need 
of all thy mercies ; and if thou dealeſt ſe- 
verely with me, and according to the rigour - 
of thy juſtice, 1 can expect nothing leſs than 
to be caſt from before thy face, and periſh 
everlaſtingly. Grant therefore, O merciful 
God, I may all my life walk in ſuch ways 


as to hope to find thy mercy; and that [ 


may be ever afraid of all that which is likely 
to arm thy ſeverity againſt me. | 
What ſhall I do, O God, if thou judgeſt 
me according to juſtice, and I find not thy 
mercy to plead for me! Lead me, therefore, 
on, I beſeech thee; and ſuch let the method 
of my life be, that, at the hour of my death, 
I. may meet the comfort of thy mercy for 
determining my eternal lot. 
Ibis, O merciful Lord, is the prayer of 
us all; thus we all cry out to thee; judge 
us not, O Lord, in thy juſtice, but in th 
mercy judge us. But what will this prayer 
avail us, it being taught by thee which are 
the ways to find mercy, we are not ſolici- 
tous to walk in them! Since therefore the 
ways to find mercy are to have compaſſion 
on our neighbour, and to deal mercifully 


with him, lead us on, we beſeech thee, in 


theſe; that ſo we may find the mercy we de- 
. n FAS; 
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words, if nothing more be in our power. 


petition. 


| ing v with the faults of our neighbour, and 
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Grant therefore, O God, that we may 
in no kind oppreſs our neighbour, nor be 
ſevere or exacting upon him. R. Hear us, 
O God, and mercifully grant our petition. 

Grant we may never purſue any in their 
diſtreſs, nor by any ways help to increaſe 
their burthen. R. Hear us, O God, and 
mercifully grant our petition. 

Grant we may ſhew compaſſion to all in 
trouble, and not fail of comforting them in 


R. Hear us, O God, and mercifully grant our 


Grant we may have competion for all i in 
ſin, and not deſpiſe thoſe who by their faults 
have made themſelves miſerable. R. Hear 
us, O God, and mercifully grant our petition. 

Grant we may have compaſſion for all 
that are poor, and expreſs this to them in 
ſuch comfort or reliet as lies in our power. 
R. Hear us, O God, and mercifully S our 
petition. 

Grant we may have compaſſion. i in men- 
tioning the faults of our neighbour, and 
never put the worſt ſenſe upon ſuch words 
or actions as are capable of a better conſtruc- 
tion. R. Hear us, O God, aud mercifully 
grant our petition. 

Grant we may have compaliion] in bear- „ 
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never charge that with malice, which ma 
be no more than overſight or indiſcretion. 


R. Hear us, O God, and mercifully grant our 


petition. 

Grant that we may be meek and moderate 
in all things, and ever give ſome allowances 
to human weakneſſes. R. Hear vs, O God, 
and mercifully grant our petition. | 

Grant we may keep a becoming modera- 
tion in our reproofs, and never abandon or 
put perſons into deſpair becauſe of their 
failings. R. Hear vs, O God, and mercifully 


grant our petition. | | 
Grant we may be ever forward in hoping 


the beſt, and at all times inclined to ſuppoſe 


ſome moderating circumſtances, where we 
know not the truth of things. R. Hear 
us, O God, and mercifully grant our pe- 
tition. N | 

Grant we may ever keep a reſtraint upon 
our cenſures, and never judge in prejudice 
of any, till from the perſon concerned, who 
alone knows all the circumſtances, we have 
a full information of the caſe. R. Hear us, 
O God, and mercifully grant our petition. | 

Give ear to us, O merciful God, in theſe 
our petitions, and in this 1mportant point 
grant our requeſts. We have no hopes of a 
happy eternity, but from thy mercy ; grant, 


therefore we may walk in the ways of mercy, 


S © 
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and not exclude ourſelves from it by our 

own fault. f 
| Weconfels, O God, our inclination, as 
in many other caſes, ſo in this, is very un- 
happy: We are inclined to be very ſevere 
upon our neighbours ; eſpecially where there 
is no affection or dependence to moderate 
our temper ; nay, we go ſo far as to plead a 
neceſſity for ſo doing, to prevent many in- 
conveniences which might be otherwiſe 
feared. 

But, O God, how often do we here de- 
celve ourſelves, being ever forward in find- 
ing reaſons to juſtify what is unreaſonable 


in us, and contrary to that ſpirit by which 
thou commandeſt us to walk. 


Wherefore, O Father of mercy, we be- 
ſeech thee to have compaſſion on us, and to 
give us ſuch a true ſenſe of our duty, as not 
to be carried out of the way by the plauſible 
working of our own thoughts, and by the 
colours of reaſon put upon unreaſonable 
things. 

Rather, O God, make us ſolicitous to 
know thy will, and to underſtand the direc- 
tions given us by thy only Son, And may 
the knowledge of this ſo prevail, as to ſtifle 
in us all other inclinations whatever. | 

May this give a check to all that ſeverity 
to which nature bends us; may it ſweeten 
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all that ſharpneſs by which we too often 


give diſcouragements to our neighbour, 
May this teach us to put ourfelves in our 
neighbour's place, and to ſuppoſe. his caſe. 
to be our own. And hence may we. take 
the meaſures. of the moderation we are 
bound to ſhew to others, and not treat them 
Ae than would be welcome to us 
rom another's hand, were, we in the fame. 
o g 
In following this method, how much ſolid 
comfort ſhould we have daily to refreſh our 
ſouls! ſince. ſhewing every day mercy to 
others, we ſhould have both the proſpect 
and aſſurance of everlaſting mercy before 
. . 1 
But taking the other way, of a harſh, 
imperious, and oppreſſing temper, though 
it muſt have ſome ſatisfaction in following 
inclination; yet how unnatural muſt the ſa- 
tisfaction be, in making others unhappy ! 
How unchriſtian in perſecuting our neigh- 


-bour, and robbing him of all in ward com- 
fort! and how terrifying in the foreſight of 


that ſeverity which it ſtores up againſt it- 
felf ! # * Zhi 

Deliver us, O God, from this unhappi- 
neſs, and may we never follow ſuch inclina- 
tions which muſt prove ſo pernicious to us. 
May we never trample upon our neighbour's 
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misfortunes, nor deſpiſe him becauſe he 1s 
unhappy : May we never lay burthen upon 
burthen, nor increaſe the miſery of the mi- 
ſerable. But in all things, and at all times, 
may compaſſion go along with us; may 
we {till have a tenderneſs for every neigh- 
bour ; may charity direct us, and not incli- 
nation, itl-humour, or paſhon ; and in all 
occafions may we ſtrive to ſhew mercy, 
that ſo, in the hour of diſtreſs, we may find 

that mercy which will never end. E- 


Let us pray. 


RANT us, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 

thy aſſiſtance, whereby to perfect the 
obſervance of this holy faſt; that what we 
undertake by thy authority, we may accom- 
pliſh by thy grace. | 47:7, 

Shew favour, O Lord, to our prayers, 
and heal all the infirmities of our ſouls; 


that our ſins being forgiven, we may always 


rejoice in thy bleſſing, through our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt, thy Son. | 
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WEDNESDAY, SECOND WEEK IN LENT. 


HEARING in this day's Goſpel, that Chriſt 
admitted not the petition of the mother in fa- 
voter of her children, though in relation to eter- 
nity, becauſe ſome ambition ſeemed the motive 
of making it; but inſtead of this, aſked them, 
If they could drink the cup which he was to 


drink : Let us beg this day that God would de- 


liver us from all ambition, and give us grace 
to dring of the cup he has prepared for us; and 
by this way labour to ſecure our eternity. 


Let us pray. 


O God, who haſt here manifeſted thy 
diſlike of all ambitious and worldly 
thoughts, though under the cover of piety ; 
mercifully deliver us from theſe evils, and 
ſuffer us no more to give admittance to 
them in our breaſt, that ſo we may become 
more pleaſing to thee, 

What reaſon have we, poor worms, to 
be ſolicitous in ſetting ourſelves above our 
neighbours, When we are in danger of be- 
ing trampled upon by devils! We have 
eternal contempt before us, and have rea- 
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ſon to dread it; and inſtead of providing 
againſt this, we are ſtriving for a ſhort pre- 
cedency amongſt worms and duſt! 

O God! this is a ſtrange blindneſs in us, 
and we cannot wonder at thy averſion to it. 
Grant us, we beſeech thee, this favour, that 
the true idea of it, with all its abſurdities, 
may be ever freſh in our minds, and that. 
we may ever deteſt it with the hatred it 
deſerves. | TY 

Give us a due ſolicitude for avoiding 
eternal contempt, that contempt of unhappy 
ſouls, who for their wickedneſs are to be 
the everlaſting ſcorn of angels and devils, - 
and which is worſe, who are to be deſpiſed 
by thee, their Creator and heir God. 

This contempt, O God, may we be ſoli- 
citous to eſcape, becauſe it is in itſelf in- 
tolerable, and without remedy. But as for 
the contempts of this world, take from us 
all exceſs. of concern ; let not theſe give us 
diſquiet, much leſs afflict us. Rather, O 
God, let us always look on theſe as they are 
repreſented to us by faith, that is, as juſt 
humiliations, as due to ſinner, as the trials 
of patience, as the exerciſe of virtue, as the 
ſeed of eternity, as the ſubjects of divine pro- 
miles, and as the very things which Chriſt 
has choſen z and under theſe characters give 
us ſuch an heart, that they may ſeem rather 
to be deſired than feared, 
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But as for all the things which the world 
eſteems honourable, as title, place, great 
name, or ſtate: Grant, we beſeech thee, 0 
God, we may eſteem them according to the 
value which thy holy Goſpel, our rule, ſets 
upon them: Grant they may make but lit- 
the impreſſion on our minds, that we may 
not regard them as the means of preſent 
happineſs, or deſire them with eagerneſs as 
the comforts of life; and hence not to be 
diſquieted, when we ſee others have a 
greater ſhare in them. 

Upon this ſame. principle may our minds 
be confirmed againſt all envious and ambi- 
tious thoughts,. ſo as neither to be bent 
upon worldly greatneſs, nor be troubled at 
thoſe who in this have the advantage of us. 
Give us a contented mind in whatever ſtate 
we be; ever pleaſed and thankful for the 
bleflings we enjoy, and never murmuring 
under any wants; fince our wants are never 
ſuch, but that we are attended with mercies 
far greater than we deſerve. 

Whatever, therefore, our inclinations be, 
give us thy grace, O God, to ſuppreſs them 
as often as they carry us contrary to what 
we here propole; and whenever they prove 

violent, let us then remember it is not 
earthly greatneſs, or precedency in this 
world, that we want; but our much greater 
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want is, to be” prepared for eternal happi- 

neſs; and that if we fail in this, all other 
greatneſs with ſoon moulder into duſt, and 
end in nothing better than rage and deſpair. 

Hence, O God, may we turn the whole 
bent of our thoughts upon ſeeking the hap- 
pineſs of heaven, and give this the firſt 
place in all our contrivance, to reſolve upon 
ſuch a method of life as will be the omg ſe· 
curity of future bliſs. 

And ſince thou, O Jeſus, haſt, in thy. an- 
ſwer to thy two apoſtles, let us know that 
our great buſineſs here on earth, and ſureſt 
way to happinels, is to drink of the cup which - 
thou haſt drank; teach us, we beſeech thee, 
this leſſon, and give us ſtrength to practiſe 
it; in this may we daily labour to advance, 
may this be the only ſubject of our ambi- 
tion, to out- go and take place of others in 
this way to heaven. 

Thou, O bleſſed Redeemer, haſt ſuffi- 
ciently recommended this to us, in aſkin 
this only queſtion of thy apoſtles: Grant, 
therefore, we beſeech thee, we may turn 
our whole endeavours this way, and in this 


eek preſent comfort, and be confirmed in 
the hopes of what is yet to come. 

Let us ever remember, as often as any 
trouble or uneaſineſs happens, that this is 
part of the cup which thou, O God, haſt 
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-ordained for us to drink; let it be our en- 
deavour to take it as from thy hand, and 
this with the humility, ſubmiſſion, and pa- 
tience of Chriſt our Redeemer; that the 
ſame ſpirit and life which was in him our 
head, may appear in us his members. 
May this, O God, be our method in all 
troubles, and articularly in thoſe which 

are the effect of, our ambition, our envy, or 
our pride. As often as theſe begin to dif. 
turb us, upon the apprehenſion of any affront, 
contempt, or reproach, then, O God, may | 
we begin immediately to practiſe the leflon 
thou haſt taught us; then may we endea- 
vour to calm all our inward diſquiet, by 
opening our eye of faith, and looking upon | 
all the occaſion of our uneaſineſs as part of 
the cup which Chriſt drank of, and which 
we are to drink, if we either deſire to live 
by his ſpirit here, or partake of his glory 
| hereafter. 

If nature be unwilling to bend, and 


ſtrongly pleads the juſtice of its reſentments, 4 
be thou, O God, our helper under all ſuch i 


difficulties, and ſtrengthen us in the combat. 
Shew us then what our profeſſion is, what 
is the. crown we hope for, and by what | 
ways it is to be obtained. 

Then, O moſt loving Father, ſhew thy 
mercy to us, and with lively ideas of _ f 
ay 
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lay before us the ways of Chriſt our Re- 
deemer; ſhew us then the cup of which he 
drank; how ſevere were the reproaches, 
and how infamous the ſcandals, by which 
he was brought into contempt : S0 that, 
being the Son of God, equal to thee in 
glory, and infinite in Majeſty, he was hum- 
bled ſo low, as to be reputed the out - caſt 
of men. And all this he received with an 
humble ſilence, and drank of this cup in 
ſubmiſſion to thy holy will. 
Let this example of our Redeemer and 
Head help us under all our weakneſs; let 
this compoſe ali our diſturbance, and an- 
ſwer all the arguments of pride: So that 
when nature ſwells with diſpleaſure upon 
being deſpiſed, then caſting our eyes upon 
the example before us, let us cry out, 
It is good for us to be humbled. 
R. It is good for us to be deſpiſed. 
This is the cup of which Chriſt drank. 
R. This is the example he gave us. 
2 In this he has commanded us to follow 
im. , $28 
Ke. And to this has promiſed everlaſting 
bleſſings. | * 
Such humiliations did the Son of God 
ſuffer, being innocent, holy, and exempt 
from ſin. | | 


R. And can we, ſuch ſinners as we are, 
VoL. XIV. F 
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can we think it hard or unreaſonable to 
ſubmit to them? 

No, my God, we are ſinners, and puniſh- 
ment is our due. 

R. We are become vile through our many 
iniquities, and we deſerve to be deſpiſed, 

Our ingratitude and diſobedience to thee, 
our Father and our God, have made us con- 
temptible. 

R. It is juſt, therefore, we : ſhould meet 
with contempt. 

Let theſe ſentiments, O God, poſſeſs our 
mind, and chaſing away all uneaſineſs; ſet- 


tie in us an inward peace, whenever by the 


inggcitions.of pride we are threatened with 
dillurbance. 

Under theſe thoughts may we fit down 
dontented, and even rejoice in having our 
LOTION with Chrilt; and think it much 
better to be deſpiſed with him, that to be 
magnified by the applauſe of the world, 
It is what Chriſt choſe, To be humbled ; and 
what ſkould his diſciples defire more, than 
to be called to the relemblance of their 
Maſter ? 

his cannot be the work of nature; but, 
O God, it may be ealily thine. Help us, 
therefore. we beleech thee ; and being adop- 
ted thy children, let not nature now govern 
in us, bur thy grace. 


. YT _ = TY a” 6. 
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Let us pr 27. 


E beſeech thee, O Lord, mercifully 

regard thy people; and grant that 
they, who in obedience to thy precept ab- 
ſtain from fleſh, may likewiſe avoid all fort 
of vice. 

O God, the reſtorer and lover of inno- 
cence, draw to thyſelf the hearts of thy ſer- 
vants ; that being enflamed by thy Holy 
Spirit, they may, be conſtant in faith, and 


zealous in good works, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt thy Son. | 


Sosse 
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B taught in this day's Goſpel, that 

the rich man, who ſat at a plentiful table, 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and had no 
care to feed the poor at his gate, at his death 
was-buried in hell, and there left to deſpair of 
all relief; let us pray for the divine grace this 
day, that we may learn to make à good uſe of 
ſuch temporal bleſſings as we enjoy, and that 
we may never neglect the poor. 


Fi 
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Let us pray. 


O GOD, who manifeſted thy goodneſs 
in temporal bleſſings beſtowed upon 
us, and in ordaining theſe and all other 
creatures for our uſe and ſervice; grant, we 
beſeech thee, we may rightly underſtand 
the uſe for which they were given us, and 
obſerve ſuch a method in our lives, as to 
anſwer all thoſe purpoſes for which thy 
bounty has been 1o liberal 40 us. 

_ _. Give us, O God, a thankful heart in the 
daily uſe of ſuch things by which our neceſ- 
ſities are ſupplied : Our daily fins make us 
every day unworthy of theſe ; and we muſt 
acknowledge it thy great mercy to us, that, 
deſerving thy ſevereſt puniſhments, we ſtill 
meet with thy bleſſings. Theſe, O God, 
may we receive, not like unbelievers or 
brutes, without thinking of the hand from 
whence they come; but, with a daily won- 
der at thy goodneſs, may we in due thankſ- 
giving pay our homage to thee, the Giver of 
ES. 5 
But now, O God, as to whatever we poſ- 
ſeſs above what neceſſity requires, directus, 
we beſeech thee, in the right uſe of ſuch 
bleſſings; and to uſe them well, convince us 
of the true end for which they were given. 
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It is evident they were not given us for 
promoting our damnation and that, if we 
turn them this way, it is a certain abuſe, 
Grant, therefore, O moſt merciful Lord, who 
haſt been ſo bountiful to us, that we may 
be ever careful not to turn thy bleſſings to 
fin, nor employ them in the ſervice of our 
vicious inclinations. | 

Hear us, O bleſſed Lord, in this petition, 
and mercifully deliver us from this unhap- 
pineſs. Since nothing can be more abomi- 
nable, than to make the bleſſings of God to 
become the inſtruments of ſin; and nothin 
more miſerable, than after a life of pleaſure 
to find the abyſs of hell open for a welcome 
into eternity, without a poſſibility of relief. 

It is certain again, that thy bleſſings of 
plenty were not given us, that with them 
we might be better provided to feed our 
pride, intemperance, curioſity, ſenſuality; 
or for the ſupport of an idle, worldly, and 
pagan life. No, my God, we here confeſs 
all theſe are a part of our unhappineſs, a 
part of that corruption which is the effe& of 
tin; and not only lead to fin, but are like- 
wiſe ſinful in proportion to the favour we 
ihew them. 85 | "9 

They are included in that covenant we' 
have made with thee, our God, when bein 
adopted into the number of thy children, 

| F iij 
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we ſolemnly engaged to renounce the Devil, 
with all his pomps and works. And this tie 
thy holy Goſpel has confirmed upon us, in 
obliging us to deny ourſelves, and making 
this a neceſſary condition, without which 
we cannot be the diſciples of Chriſt. 

Being under theſe engagements to ſtand 
againſt that corruption, which is the inheri- 
tance of ſin; we confeſs it to be moſt cer- 
tain, that whatever be the degree of plenty 
with which thou haſt bleſſed us, it is not 
for the ſupport of this corruption; nor for 
giving us the fairer opportunity of indulg- 
ing ourſelves in it with greater freedom, and 
without controul. 

No, my God, the deſign of thy bleſſings 
cannot be againſt thy Goſpel ; it cannot be 
for favouring that which thou requireſt us 
to renounce, and haſt even commanded us 
to deny. And hence we mult acknowledge 
if we turn the plenty thou haſt given us this 
way, we molt certainly abuſe it, and make 
thy gitts the inſtruments for rranſgreſſing 
thy own ordinance. 

Wherefore, we beſeech thee, O God, to 
give us a true underſtanding of our duty in 
this point; and not permit any impreſſtons 
of education, or the violence of ſelf- love, or 
the claims of an indulged cuſtom, to keep 
us under blindneſs, or raſhly to lay ſuch a 
ſcandal on the ways of thy Goſpel, as to be 
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a ſufficient argument for not making any 
enquiry into what we ſee cannot be agree- 
able to us. S dd! ao 
No, bleſſed God, we aſk of thee a zeal 
for thy law, and a ſincere deſire of know- 
ing the ways of thy Goſpel; and much 
more, of taking from us all confidence of 
ſuch ways, which have led others into hell. 
Such were the ways of Dives; and this 
we have from thy own mouth, that Dives, 
ſpending his money upon fine clothes and 
ood cheer, and negleding the poor, was 
buried in hell. This was the way of dam- 
nation to him: Take from us, therefore, 
we beſeech thee, all confidence in ſuch ways, 
and grant that upon no pretext we inay be 
jo bold, as to venture our eternity in them; 
ſince the Goſpel being (till the fame, what 
was then ſo damning, cannot be now a ſafe 
way for us. | 
Convince us then, O God, how vain, and 
even unjuſt, it is, to let our corruption de- 
vour that plenty which is thy bleſing. Thou 
haſt given it us in thy mercy, that in it we 
might have an opportunity of laying up to 
ourlelves treaſures in heaven, by dividin 
our ſubſtance to the poor. And what an 
abuſe muſt. it be in us of thy goodnels, to 
think on nothing but only to anſwer the de- 
m ind of our weakneſſes and paſſions, and 
F iv 
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let the whole deſign of eternity be neglected, 
in either neglecting the poor, or in having 
nothing to ſpare from our extravagances for 
the relief of the diſtrefled! 

Here are ſo many evils in this method, 
that we cannot wonder at the ſeverity of its 
puniſhment. And therefore we now im- 
plore thy mercy, that as in this one relation 
thou haſt laid before us the rigorous chal- 
tiſement of abuſed riches, and the eternal 
reward of patient diſtreſs, ſo thou wouldeſt 
give us grace to make this the inſtruction of 
our Whole lives, according as the difference 
of our circumſtances may require. 

Let the flames of Dives make us ever fear- 
ful of miſemploying whatever plenty we 
have. R. Amen. 

Let the unchangeable reſt of Lazarus 
teach us patience in time of diſtreſs. R. 
Amen. 

Let the drop of water denied to Dives 
wake us fearful of denying the poor. R. 
Amen. 

Let the glory of Laveres ſupport us un- 
der all the extremities of preſent wants. R. 
Amen. | 

Let the ſurpriſing change of Dives, from 
all kind of plenty to everlaſting poverty, 


terrify us into a good uſe of fiches. R. 
Amen. 
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Let the change of Lazarus from milery to 
bliſs feed us With comforts, while we Tee 
nothing on earth but a proſpect of deſpair, 
R. Amen. 2-2 23 Re 

Imprint theſe, O God, well in our minds, 
that they may be as a guide to us through 
all the goods and evils of this life ; that we. 
may be careful of the good uſe, of whatever 
thou putteſt into our hands, and not make 


- 


thy r a curſe to us. "OY 
We call thoſe happy, who have plenty 
of this world at command; and they are 
ſo, if they uſe it well: But if they- abuſe 
it, they make themſelves eternally mi- 
ſerable. They ſtudy to pleaſe themſelves for 
a few moments, and enlarge their ſouls in 
an indulged corruption; but being called 
to an account for their ſtewardſhip, their 
tollies are at an end, and nothing is left 
but the puniſhment of their robbery and in- 
juſtice. Deliver us, O God, we beleech 
thee, from this unhappineſs, and may we 
never abuſe thy bleſſings. e 
We call thoſe miſerable, who are under 
difficult trials, and want the neceſſary com- 
forts of life; and they are fo, if they make 
not a good uſe of their afflictions: But if 
they receive them with a mind reſigned to 
God, bear them with an humble patience, 
take them as the puniſhment.:of: ſin, and 
FV. 
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endeavour to approach to God by a ſtrong 
faith, a firm hope, and a ſincere love; then 
| their momentary trouble will be turned into 
joy, and they will meet an eternal crown 
tor the reward of their patience. Grant, O 
merciful God, we may make this good uſe 
of all the afflictions of this life, that at our 
death we _y find the comfort of them. 


Let us pray. 


RANT us, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 
the aſſiſtance of thy grace, that duly 
applying ourſelves to faſting and prayer, we 
may be delivered from all our enemies, both 
of foul and body. 
Be favourable, O Lord, to thy ſervants, 
and hear their prayers in the grant of ever- 
laſting mercy; that glorying in thee, their 
Author and Governor, they may have all 
things per fected and perpetuated to them, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


— 
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HE Cel this day informing us, That 
God expects fruit from his vineyard, 
tt us beg grace of Almighty God this day, that 
we ma, bring forth fruit; ſinee we, and all 
that we have, are the vineyard of our Lord ; 
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and that we may not be like thoſe wicked. huſ- 
bandmen, who abuſed and offered violence to 
the ſervants, who were ſent to them by the 
Lord of the win 


Let us pray. 


GOD, who in thy mercy haſt encom- 

paſſed us with many bleſſings, and re- 
quireſt of us ſo to manage all thy gifts, as to 
return to thee the fruit of whatever we po- 
ſeſs; help us, we beſeech thee, in this great 
duty, that we may ſeriouſly conſider it, and 
carefully perform it, to our own comfort, 
and thy own everlaſting glory, 

We confeſs, QO God, thou haſt done 
enough to us, thy vineyard, for its bringing 
forth fruit, We cannot look at thy great 
and many mercies to us, but we are ſur- 
priſed at the wonders of thy goodneſs, and 
are obliged to cry out, what more coulde{(t 
thou have done to thy vineyard, than what. 
thou haſt done! : 

Grant, therefore, we beſeech thee; that 
our care may be anſwerable to thine ; and 
that, amidſt ſo many effects of thy. mercy, 
tor making us bring forth fruit, 'we be not 
found barren. What a confuſion. will it be 
to us, after ſo much received, to make no 
return! We know the whale univerſe was 
created for thy glory; and while: all other: 
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creatures on earth contribute to this in their 
ſilent way, it is only man alone can offer 

a rational ſervice, and by conſecrating 
his life to thee, make a ſacrifice of praiſe of 
all thoſe creatures by which he lives. 

In this manner, it is only man can refer 
all creatures to God, and make the whole 
creation anſwer the great end of its firſt pro- 
poſal. This is the fruit which man is to 
bring forth; that in him, for whom all 
other things were made, may be made an 
offering of all. And for man to fail in this, 
what is it leſs than oppoſing the eternal de- 
crees of God, inverting the order of Provi- 
dence, and turning the whole creation from 
its centre! 

O God! if this be the charge of man, if 
this be left in him, to return all to thy glo- 
ry; how great muſt the ſin be in every par- 
ticular Chriſtian, if he ſeeks not thy glory, 


if he brings not forth this fruit that 
pected from him 


And how much greater muſt his crime 
be, if he be not only barren, but in every 
thing ſeeks himſelf, and not God; if his 
daily ſtudy be to make all creatures ſervice- 
able to his own corruption, to his idleneſs, 
to his vanity, or vice, without conſidering 


how thou, O God, mayelt be glorified in 


them! 


is ex- 
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I beſeech thee, 1 in thy infinite mercy, to de- 
liver me from it. For what muſt my unhap- 
py fate be at my laſt hour, if under the guilt 
of theſe crimes I ſhould be preſented before 
thy tribunal! If the fruit of my whole life 


being demanded, there appears no other : 


fruit but of ſelf-love and corruption! 


Can it be imagined, after thou haſt done 
ſo much for my falvation, and even by the 


chargeable ranſom of the blood of thy only 


Son, haſt paid the price of ſin; can it be 
imagined, that after this I had no more to 
do, but to ſtudy my pleaſure and eaſe, and 
to let my ſoul take its liberty in all its de- 
fires! Was this the return I was to make to 
my God for all he has done for me? 

And what then muſt my deſpair be, if 
this ſhould be my caſe at my Wi hour! O 
bleſſed Jeſus, who haſt ſhewed fo great mer- 


cy to us, have mercy upon me, and upon all 


here preſent, and by thy holy grace prevent 
in us this unhappineſs. Rather take from 
us what remains of our lives, than ſuffer us 
to live under the guilt of this injuſtice. 
Hear us, O bleſſed Redeemer, now calling 
upon thee; let us not fall under this miſery, 


chat we perilh not everlaſtingly. 
Chriſt, hear us. 


133 
O bleſſed Lord, I ſee ſo much in juſtice, | 
ſo much facrilege and idolatry in this, that 
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- Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 
Grant, O Jeſus, that thy curſe againſt the 
fig-tree, which was found without fruit, and 


condemned to eternal barrenneſs, may make 


us ſolicitous to bring forth the fruit thou ex. 
pecteſt from us. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 


Grant, O Jeſus, that the ſentence pro. 


nounced againſt the trees that bring not 
forth good fruit, of being cut down and caſt 
into the fire, may make us ſolicitous to bring 
forth the fruit thou expecteſt from us. R. 
We beſeech thee bear us. 

Grant, O Jeſus, that the ſentence pro- 


nounced againſt the unprofitable ſervant, 


for employing not. his talent, of being caſt 
forth into utter darkneſs, may make us ſo- 
licitous to bring forth the fruit thou expect- 
eſt from us. R. We beſcech thee hear us. 

Grant, O Jeſus, that upon hearing from 
thee how hard it is for the rich to enter into 


the kingdom of heaven, we may be ſolici- 
tous to make a good uſe of what we have re- 


ceived, and bring forth the fruit which thou 
expecteſt from us. R. We beſeech thee hear 
1 | 


Grant, O Jeſus, that ſinee we are all to 
be ſummoned to give. an account of our 
ſtewardſhip, we may remember whoſe ſtew- 
ards we are, and endeavour to manage all 
fo according to thy orders, that we may 
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hear that happy welcome into eternity, 
Well done, good and faithful ſervants. R. 
We beſeech {bee bear ut. Tn 5 

Hear theſe our petitions, O bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and grant that the inſtructions giv- 
en us by thee under theſe parables, may 
make due impreſſions in us, ſo as to be tru- 
ly ſenſible how much we are obliged to 
make a good ule of whatever we have re- 
ceived, and to be ſolicitous in ordering our 
whole life to-thy glory. "ud 

May it be our daily endeavour to ſeek | 
thee in all things; and in every circum- 
ſtance of our life to bring forth the fruit 
which is peculiar to it. + 

In our ſtate of life, may we glorify thee, 
by being faithful in it ; and making thy law 
the rule of all our actions, return to thee 
the fruit in due ſeaſon. R. Amen. 

In our time of plenty and peace, may we. 
make ule of theſe bleſſings, for doing great- 
er good in our generation, and applying 
ourlelves more fervently to the work of 
eternity, and thus glority thee by bringing 
forth the fruit in due ſeaſon. R. Amen. 

In time of trouble, of pain, or fickneſs, 
may we ſtill endeavour to make a good uſe 
of theſe trials, and glorifying thee in our 
ſubmiſſion and patience, bring forth our 
fruit in due ſeaſon, R. Amen. 


+... 
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In time of want, of reproof, of tempta. 
tion, or of any anguiſh of ſpirit, may we till 
endeavour to ſubmit to the burthen, as to 


our croſs, which we are to bear; and by 


following thee, give glory to thy name, and 
bring forth our fruit in due ſeaſon. R. 
Amen. 1 

Grant, O Jeſus, that this may be our con-. 
ſtant method, ſo that whatever our condi- 
tion be, we may ſtill conſider. what is the 


fruit at ſuch a time expected from us, and 
by thy grace turn our endeavours that way; 


that Whether in peace or trouble, in plenty 


or want, we may {till bring forth the fruit 


both of thy bleſſings and ſcourges. 


That we may be faithful in this, deliver 
us, we beleech. thee, from the injuſtice of 


thoſe huſbandmen in the parable, who ill- 


treated thy ſervants, ſent by thee to demand 
the fruit of the vineyard; may we never, 


like them, oppoſe thy ſervants, who, in thy 


name, put us in mind of our duty, nor find 
pretexts for making their. endeavours uſeleſs 
upon us. Thou haſt told us, that in deſpi- 
ſing them, we deſpiſe thee. A terrible ſen- 


tence! May it be a perpetual awe upon us, 
and make us ever fearful of falling under it. 


S.. 


G <a mn _ =» = & 


Let us pray. 


GRANT, Almighty God, that being pu- 
rified by this holy faſt, we may come to the 
approaching ſolemnity with ſincere heart᷑s. 

Grant, we beleech thee, to thy people 
health both of mind and body; that being 
faithful in good works, they may be ſecure 
under thy protection. "Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 1 1 
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EING taught in this day's Goſpel the mi- 
ſery ſin, and the great mercy of God ' 
in receiving ſinners, who forſaking their evil 
ways, return to him with all their hearts; let 
us make it the ſubject of our prayers this day, 
that Almighty God would vouchſafe to give us 
a true ſenſe of our miſery, whatever it be, and 
by the grace of true repentance call us to him, 
our Father, and our God. „ „ FE} Hh 
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{16 1 | Let us pray. 414% ids 
N GOD, who knowelt the true ſtate of 
our ſouls, what all our miſery is, what 
is the number of our ſins, and how far by 
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them we have departed from thee our God; 
mercifully open our hearts, and amidſt all 
our blindneſs let the light of thy grace ſhine 
upon us, and diſcover the ſtate of our pre. 
lent unhappineſs, that we may no- longer 
live at a diſtance from thee, but return to 
the loving arms of thee our Father. 
Whatever our unhappineſs be, whatever 
are the preſent diſorders of our ſoul, yet 
ſtill, O God, forget us not amidſt all our 
unworthineſs, but let a glimpſe of thy hea- 
venly light dart upon our fouls, and let us 
lee that there is no milery ſo great as that 
of fin; that there is no ſlavery ſo baſe and 
humbling, as to be a ſlave to our own wick- 
ed paſſions ; that there is no maſter ſo ty- 
rannical as the devil, and no misfortune can 
be to a Chriſtian like that of being at a diſ- 
tance from his God. N | 

Imprint in us ſo lively an idea of this un- 
happy ſtate, as to put us upon reſolutions of 
returning to our duty, and not ny upon 
reſolving, but likewiſe upon undertaking 1t 
without any delay. The prodigal ſon ſaid, 
Surgam & ibo; I will ariſe and go to my Ta- 
ther: And he did not only ſay it, but he 
forthwith aroſe and returned. 

O God, let it be thy mercy to us ſo to 
confirm our reſolutions, that we may be 
truly in earneſt in what we propoſe; that 
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being confounded at the thoughts of our 


ſlavery, we may not betray an unwillingneſs 
to forſake it, and thus abuſe that mercy, 
which gives us a fight of our unhappineſs. 
Take from us, therefore, we beſeech thee, 
all occaſions of delay, and let no pretexts 
be admitted for prolonging our mifery. 
Let no degree of infidelity creep in with its 
deceitful hopes, to ſupport an evil cauſe, or 
with its doubts to queſtion the neceſſity of 
quitting it. Fic? 
No, bleſſed God, let us give ear to none 
of theſe weakneſſes, but purſue our reſolu- 
tions of returning to thee. And what we 
moſt earneſtly beg of thee is, That whatever 
apprehenſions we have of our unworthineſs, 
we may ſtill retain a true confidence in thee, 
as in a loving Father, whoſe bowels of mer- 
cy are ſuch, as to be ever ready to receive 
—_ thy prodigal children who return to 
thee. ; 
O God, we here acknowledge thy mer- 
cies to be infinite, that thou haſt ſo often 
called upon finners to forſake their evil 
ways; haſt made ſuch ſolemn and repeated 
promiſes to them, to encourage them to re- 
turn, haſt done ſo much for them to help 
them in their return; ſo as not to ſpare the 
blood of thy only Son, but to have given 
his life for their ſakes: So much, O God, 
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haſt thou done of this kind, and ſo many in- 
ſtances we have of thy mercy, that we cannot 


loſe our hope, but by renouncing our faith 


in thee. 25 | 

Grant, therefore, O God, that however 
we have been ſo unhappy as to have depart- 
ed from thee by our ſins, the devil may ne- 
ver fo far prevail, as to give us a diſtruſt of 
thy goodneſs : But that upon the ſuggeſtion 
of ſuch thoughts, we may always cry out, 
our God is a God of mercy ; there can be 
no doubt of his goodneſs, if there be no 
doubt of our repentance : His arms are the 
arms of a loving father; if we return, they 
are always open to receive us. 


Thus, O God, may we caſt away all difh- 
ding thoughts, and be comforted under the 
aſſurance of thy mercy. Let our whole 


concern be in ſecuring our repentance, and 
ſeeing that this be ſincere. For if we de- 
ceive not ourſelves in this, we cannot be de- 
ceived in thee. | 2 


We may pretend to return, when. we re- 


turn not; and we may call upon thee for 


mercy, while we yet abide in our ſins; and 


if we find not then the effects of thy grace, 


where is the fault but in ourſelves ? But if 
we. forſake in earneſt our evil ways, if we 


leave that far country, in which we had liv- 
ed at a diſtance from thee, if we are truly 
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converted, and with all our hearts return to 
thee, if we bring forth the fruit of repen- 
tance in the change of our lives, and deſire. 
above all things the pardon of our fins; 
who can ſay they have ever thus ſought thee, 
and have not found thee? Who can fay they 
have ever thus returned, and not found mer- 
cy? 3 | 85 
Nc, my God, this cannot be; thy good- 
neſs has abundantly convinced us of this; 
and we have this conviction renewed, as of- 
ten as we look upon our crucified Redeem- 
er: For, what do we ſee in him but a ſacri- 
fice for ſin, a demonſtration of thy infinite” 
love to man, a deſire of his ſalvation, and a 
means of reconciliation offered to all ſinners; 
whereby, though never ſo unworthy of them- 
ſelves, they may return, and make their 
peace with thee ! TOR 
Here, O God, is fo much mercy, that a 
ſinner muſt turn away his eyes from his Re- 
deemer, if upon a lincere repentance he be 
dejected, and doubts of finding mercy. For 
what! Can it be thought of God, that he 
ſhould call all ſinners to return to him, and 
then caſt them off, when they obey his voice; 
and are come to him? Can it be thought he 
ſhould promiſe mercy to ſuch as repent, and 
then deny it to repenting ſinners, who come 
to ſeek what he has promiſed ?- Can it be 
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imagined that Chriſt ſhould make his ſolemn 
declaration, that he came to call ſinners to 
repentance, to ſeek the loſt ſheep, and after 
all his labours, giving his life for their ran- 


ſom, ſhould then ſhut up all bowels of mer- 


cy againſt thoſe ſinners, who come with their 
Whole confidence in him? | 

No, merciful Redeemer, this cannot be; 
for as long as 1 ſee thy arms {ſtretched forth, 
and faſtened to the croſs, ſo long I ſee thy 
arms opened to receive ſinners ; 1 ſee in thy 


ſacred fide a ſecure refuge againſt all de- 


. ſpair, and theſe wounds, which mercy has 


opened, cannot be ſhut, but only made uſe- 


leſs to thoſe Chriſtians, who, for want of 
true repentance, do not approach to them. 
In this, O God, is our hope; and therefore 
ſince thou haſt ſo plentifully provided for 
the peace of ſinners, ſo that for the greateſt 
in the world there can be nothing wanting 
on thy part, but only on their own, and 
that is, ſincerely to be converted to thee; 
hear this our petition, O God, and grant 


what we now aſk: That we may have a true | 


hatred of all our evil ways, and by a ſincere 
repentance may return to thee. For if we 
come to. thee with the hearts of thy chil- 
dren, we ſhall certainly find in thee the 
compaſſion and love of a father. 
Help us, therefore, we beſeech thee, O 


Saturday, Second Week in Lent. 143 


molt merciful God, in this one point ; help 


us in our repentance ; give us a true abhor- 


rence of fin; and for the love of thee our 
heavenly Father, may we ſeek thee with all 
our hearts: And that there may appear 


| ſome comfortable aflurance of our conver- 


ſion, grant, O God, that we may diſcover - 


the good effects of it, both in our hearts and 


lives. | 

Grant we may find in our hearts a con- 
tempt of the world, and- of all its enjoy- 
ments, a diſlike of all our paſt diforders, a 
fear of offending thee our God, a deſire of 
thy mercy and favour, a zeal for thy ho- 
nour, a ſolicitude to ſerve thee, an earneſt- 
neſs in ſeeking thee, and a conſtant watch- 
fulneſs againſt whatever we apprehend to 
be diſpleaſing to thee. Theſe, O God, may 
we find to be the diſpoſitions of our hearts. 

And may our lives be anſwerable; in 
forſaking what is ſinful, avoiding what is 
dangerous, reforming what is diforderly in 
the practice of ſelf-denials, in an humble 
and penitential ſtate, in deſiring to be treat- 
ed as ſinners, in the privation of thoſe ad- 
vantages, which belong to the innocent; in 
the works of charity, and doing good to all, 
and ever labouring in ſuch a way, as to en- 
deavour to approach daily nearer to thee, 
our God, and only happineſs. 
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Grant, O bleſſed Lord, that theſe argu. 
ments of a true cotiverſion 1 may be a proof 
of our fincerity in returning to thee; and 
then, Whatever fears may ariſe to dilquiet 
us, yet we cannot doubt of finding i in thee 
all that can be defired of a merciful Father. 
Grant, therefore, O God, that thus it may 

be with us. 


Te Let- "Y pr 27. | 

GRANT. we beſeech thee, O- Lord: this | 
faving effect to our faſting ;- that the chaſtiſe. | 
ment of the fleſh; which we have undertaken, | 
I give ſtren ch to our ſouls. | 

Let thy faithful, O Lord, experience the 
continual effects of thy roodnels ; that they 


who have no confidence, but in the hope of 
thy Pivine grace, may be always under thy 


POR: SO our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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GosPEL. Luke xi. Ids 28. 


H: ARING in this day's Goſpel the ſcanda- 
lous miſconſtruction put upon the miracles 
of Chriſt by 2 Jews, who attributed to Beel- 
=D what was done by the Divine Power ; 

T5 let 
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let us beg of God this day to deliver us from 
all nd and raſhneſs, and that ur 
may be ſo juſt as never to miſconſtrue the actions 
of our neighbour. _ 

() God, who haſt commanded us to do 
juſtice and judgment, give us grace, we be- 
ſeech thee, to obſerve this precept; and 
this, not only as to worldly goods, giving to 
every one what is their right; but likewiſe 
as to every judgment we make of our neigh- 
bour : In this, O God, grant that we may 
be juſt, and never be prevailed on by any 
motive to do him wrong. 1 
N We confeſs, O God, a great weakneſs, to 

which we are ſubject in this point. We are 
N too forward at all times in judging; being 
ever ready to pals our ſentence, when we 
have fo very imperfect an information of 
the caſe, that it is impoſiible to judge aright, 
In this, O God, we are very raſh, and expoſe 
ourſelves to the hazard of doing great in- 
juſtice to our neighbour ; ſince his inten- 
tion and motives being generally wholly un- 
known to us, and very often the principal 
circumſtances, we are as much incapable of 
judging, as of a thing that is-wholly in th 
dark. And yet, O God, how often, uhoR 
ſuch poor and weak evidence, do we ven- 
ture to pals our judgment; and even in ca- 


ſes where the reputation, diſcretion, and 
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1 


virtue of our neighbour are concerned; ca- 


ſes of the higheſt moment! ; 


This, O bleſſed Lord, is our "NY :.2 fin, 
by which we heap up judgment againſt our. 
ſelves, and which is a bar againſt that mer. 
cy we ſeek and hope from thee at this time. 
Wheretore, we beſeech thee, O moſt graci. 
ous and loving Father, mercifully to forgive 

all our paſt injultice of this kind, by which 


ue have raſhly done wrong to our neigh. 


bour 3 And, now in thy goodneſs, give us 
that grace and diſcretion, by which we may 
be ever watchful againſt the return of theſe 
lins. : 

Help us in keeping our rational faculties 
in a better diſcipline; ſo as to cut off all 
that undue liberty they take in looking into 
the affairs of their neighbour, which con- 
cern them not, and in uſurping a power of 
zudging. which thou, O God, baſt reſer ved 
to thyſelf. | 

For this end, 0 Sovereign Lord, we im- 
plore thy grace, that we may have a due 
ſenſe of this ſin; and that hence we may 


give a check to our judgment, as often as 


we obſerve it inclined to exceed its bounds; 
that we may awe it into a certain modeſty 
and refer vedneſs, by laying before it the in- 
zuſtice into which it is running, and thus 
eblige it to ſuſpend all ſentence, which 1 
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| likely to prove ſo very injurious to others, 
and more injurious to itſelf © wt 
This raſhneſs of ours has: ſtill another 


weakne's joined to it to increaſe the injuſ- 


diſaffection, and not by reaſon ; and hence 
very commonly condemn that in ſome, 
which we approve in others. So that if the 
cauſe of any comes before us, againſt whom 
we are prejudiced, we let paſſion fo far pre- 
vail, that, like the Phariſees, we miſconſtrue 
the beſt of actions, and by preſumptive 
gloſſes, lay innocence itſelf under the worſt 
of ſcandals. 7 ; 

; We ſee in the Goſpel, how far the Phari- 
1 ſees were carried out of the way by this ill 


freedom of examining into the miracles 
wrought by Chrilt, they were influenced by 
paſhon, and without examining, judged 
them preſently to be the works, not of God, 
but of the devil; and then afterwards. bein 

governed themſelves by this raſh and falſe 
judgment, they perſevered obſtinate againſt 


under the falſe perſuaſion, that they had rea- 
ſon fox what they did. 


And now, if we take the ſame method as 
the Phariſees did, if our reaſon be over- 


G 1 


tice: We generally judge by affection or 


conduct; whillt not giving their reaſon the 


Chritt, and the truth of ſalvation, reſting 


ruled by paſlion, if we judge only as we 
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like, if without due enquiry into a cauſe, 
we let ill-will, diſaffection, or prejudice 
ſpeak, and give to ſuch a ſentence the autho. 


rity of a rule, what injuſtice may we not 


run into? What cauſe can be ſo good and 
holy, as not to be expoſed to our ſevereſt 
cenſures? Nay, have we not reaſon to fear, 
that, with the Jews, we may purſue truth 
itlelf, as if it were an impoſture, and raiſe an 
averſion againſt thee, our God, under the 
notion of the devil? 

All this may eaſily be, if we depend on 
ſuch falſe meaſures; and therefore, ſince 
from this one head we are in danger of ſo 
many crimes, as we have all joined in the 
confeſſion of our weakneſs, fo we now join 
again in petitioning for thy grace, to prevent 
the miſchiefs of it. 

Chriſt, hear us. 

| Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 

Grant, O God, we may be very cautious 
in judging any thing belonging to our neigh- 
bour. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant, we may never think it ſafe to judge, 
but where we have a true and full informa- 
tion of the cale. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 


Grant, we may be ever mindful how 


great a fin it is to paſs an unjuſt judgment. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Grants we may never judge of perſons or 


T. bird Sunday in Lent. 149 


actions, by any affection or diſlike. R. Ne 
beſeech thee hear us. Ake 
Grant, that in judging, we may never let 
paſſion or prejudice take the place of reaſon. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. YET Ws 
Grant, that our own frequent miſtakes in 


judging others, even where we have preſu- 


med of certainty, may make us fearful of 
judging. R. We beſezch thee hear us. 

Grant, that the frequent miſtakes of 
others, in what they have falſely judged of 


us, may make us fearful of judging others. 


R. We beſeech thee hear us. 


Grant, that the perverſe and ſcandalous 
miſconſtructions of the Phariſees againſt 


Chriſt, may make us fearful of judging rafhly 
our neighbour. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Grant, that thy threats, O God, againſt 
thoſe who judge their neighbour, may terrify 
us, and be a motive for keeping our judg- 
ment in ſuſpenſe, even when there ſeems to 
be no doubt. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Hear theſe our petitions, O God, and grant 


our requeſts: For in a caſe where we lee fo: 


2 


much danger of fin, and in which thou haſt 


ſpoken ſo poſitively, we are left without ex- 


cuſe, if we gain not the point, and do not 


forbear judging our neighbour. 

1hy apoſtle has put us.ia mind, that it 1s 
not now a time of judging, while we are en- 
11} 
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compaſſed with ſo much darkneſs ; that this 
ought to be reſerved to the day of judgment, 
when all darkneſs will be removed, and the 
ſecrets of hearts laid open ; and hence ex- 
Preſsly requires us not to judge before that 
time. In this, O God, we have a maniſeſ. 
tation of thy will, what we ought to do. 
And thou, O Jeſus, haſt ſpoken plainly in 
this point, both in thy promiſes and. threats: 
"Thou haſt given us the aſſurance, that if we 
judge not others, we ſhall not be judged; if 
we condemn not others, we ſhall not be con- 
demned. And again haſt as poſitively de- 
clared, that with what judgment we judge 
others, we ourſelves ſhall be judged ; and 
thus by judging others, ſhall bring a ſevere 
judgment upon our own heads. 
We confeſs, O God, there can. be no 
greater mercy to us, than thus to put our 
own eternal lot into our own hands; neither 
can there be any plainer intimation of thy 
holy will for our direction, than this. Grant, 
therefore, we beſcech thee, grace to obſerve 
what thy mercy has ſhewed us, and ſuffer 
us no more to run on in our own ways, as 
if we had no knowledge of thine. 
Grant we may be wiſe, while it is in our 
power, and-prepare againſt the terrors of 
the laſt judgment, by forbearing to judge 
others: Grant, we may prepare for mercy 
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by ſhewing mercy. Thus, O bleſſed Jeſus 
ha't thou taught us, and thus may we do: 
May we no more judge others, that we may 
not be judged. 


Let us pray. 


E beſeech thee, Almighty God, Mie 


regard to the prayers of thy ler. 
vants, and ſtretch forth the right-hand of 


LR Jeſus Chriſt TIT Son. 
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of lirael was "ppreſſe4 with famine, the pro- 
Phet was ſent only to one widow of Sidon for 


lirael, only Naaman the Syrian was healed ; 
let ts adore. the Judgments of Gad, and while 
5 few have a ſhare in his favours, let us 8 
that we may not be excluded as unworthy. 


Let us pray. 
GOD, in whoſe hands alone is the 


Gi 


thy power in our defence. Through our 


EING taught in this day's Goſpel, that 
in the time of Elias, when the whole land. 


her relief; and that many lepers being in 


' diſpenſation of all gifts an mercies, 
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and whoſe will and choice cannot be con. 

trouled or diſputed, have regard to us thy 

ſervants here proſtrate before thee, and grant 
| 


we may keep that due watch upon all our 
ways, that nothing may be found in us, which 
may exclude us from the number of thoſe 


who are to find mercy in thy light. 


We acknowledge it a conſideration of 


terror, to think, amongſt ſo many thou- 


fands, that only one found the effect of thy 
compaſſion in being relieved from the famine, 


and only one in the cure of his diſtemper, 


Here our reaſon is quite at a loſs, whilſt we 


confeſs thee to be infinite in mercy, and yet 


fee thy mercy extended to ſo few, and it 
cannot but ſeize us with dread, whilſt we 


know ourſelves abſolutely in want, and that 


we muſt certainly periſh, it we have not our 


help from thee. 


How very low does this fink our hopes! 
For if ſo few are helped, what reaſon have 


Ve to believe, that we ſhall be of that 


ſmall number! O God, we confefs here our 
ignorance: We know nothing of thy de- 
cree, nor do we underſtand the meaſures by 
which thou diſtributeſt thy grace and mer- 
cies: We foreſee not our own eternal lot; 


neither can we "apprehend, why ſome are 


only called, and fome choſen: All theſe 
things are hid from us; and though thou 


| haſt been pleaſed to reveal to us many great 


Monday, T bird Week in Lent. 153 
myſteries, yet in theſe particulars haven” 
veil over them. 
© However, though theſe thy ways are un- 
known, and even terrifying to us, yet ſtill, 


O God, amidſt this darkneſs we confeſs thy | 


judgments to be juſt, and all thy ways to be 
righteous. Thou canſt not err in what thou 


doeſt, neither can any injuſtice be found in 


thee : We adore thee in all thy judgments; 
we adore thee even where we do not com- 
prehend ; for we know our own weak and 
corrupt reaſon cannot be a meaſure of thy 
infinite wiſdom ; and therefore, to ſubmit, 
approve, and praiſe, is our part; but to look 
Into thy counſels, and find out the reaſons 
for all thou doeſt, this, O God, is not our 
part in this darkneſs and diſtance, in which 
we are from thee. : 

Grant, therefore, we befeech thee, O 
God of unſearchable majeſty, that no pre- 
ſumption may carry us beyond our bounds ; 
but that, humbling ourſelves in our dark- 


nels, which is the effect and puniſhment of 


fin, we may in earneſt labour to make a 
good uſe of what we know; and not in- 
creaſe our misfortune, by a fruitleſs ſearch 
into what is not in this ſtate to be KnOWn 
by us. 

Hence, O God, as often at we confider 
or ſee the ſeverity of thy judgments, let not 
FE 


— — — — — — ——— — —— —<SCUR 


— — — — 


154 Monday, Third Week in Lent. 


this caſt us into any dejection, but awaken 
our care. Let thy juſtice revive. in our 
mind theſe thoughts, which may be ſome 
rule to what yet remains of our life. 

Since our God is a juſt God, how truly 
in earneſt ought we to be in ſerving him? 

Since he is a God of terror to thoſe who 
IG. him not, how ſearful ought we to be 
of offending him ? 

Since out of ſuch vaſt numbers, ſo very 
few are regarded with a particular mercy, 
how ſolicitous ought we to be, in engaging 
his mercy to us ? 

Since he deſpiſes none but thoſe who, 
through their own fault, are unworthy, 
how watchful ought we to be over all our 
ways, leſt we be alſo paſſed by, as unwor- 
thy of his favours ? 

Since no profeſſion of words, or outward 
humiliation, is regarded by him, where there 
is not a ſincere repentance, and true conver- 
fion of the heart from fin to God, how care- 
ful ought we to be, that there be fi incerity 
in what we do, and that we think not of our 
being near to God, while our heart is far 
from him ? 

Since belonging to the people of God, or 
being a men. ber of his church, gives us no 
title to his p: omucs, exce -t we .ertou fly en- 
Geavour to do his !.oly w. 11, and to be ach- 
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ful in keeping his , commandments, how. 
ought” we daily to examine the method of 
our life, and ſee whether we walk in ſuch 
ways, as are pleaſing to him? Ae. 
Grant, O God, that the conſideration of 
thy judgments. may have this good effect in 
our ſouls; not, terrifying. us into a flothful 
deſpair, but quickening us with new lite, 
and ſpurring us on to greater diligence uyall 
that belongs to ſalvation. May they ſtrike 
us With a fear; but with a fear that may 
awaken us, and not deject us: May they 
ſeize us with terrof; but ſuch a terror as 
may give vigour, and not diſable us. May 
they at all times be preſent before our eyes; 
that fearing their rigour, we may be more 
tric in avoiding whatever can put us in 
danger of falling under them. _ 85 
Be favourable to us, O God, in this pe- 
tition, becauſe we are ſenſible ho much in 
this we ſtand in need of thy help: For ſuch 
is our weakneſs. We conſefs it to thee; 
that whilſt it is good for us to fear thee, and 
by this fear to approach to thee, we indiſ. 
ercetly carry on this fear to that excels, as 
to become our diſcouragement in all at is 
good, and put us out of hopes of ever. ſeeing 
thee. Thus, O God, are we ant to, abule 
our very helps, and know not how to be 
moderate in any, thing. We either forget 
| G ij 
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thy judgments, and live on, confident of 
mercy, in our own, ways, without any fear 
to check us; or, if thou art ſo merciful as. 
to touch us with a ſenſe of thy judgments, 
then we tear too much, ſo as to loſe all con- 
fidence in .thee, even white we walk in our 
own way : Thus unhappily perverting both 
thy mercy and thy juſtice, and turning both 


hope and ſear to our greateſt prejudice, 
which ought to be our greateſt helps. 


Hence, we beſeech thee; O God, to look 
upon us, and conſidering our weakneſs, to. 
aſſiſt us according as thou ſeeſt our wants. 
Grant thy judgments may be never hid 
from us, and that the fear of them may keep 
our minds ever ſteady and perſevering 

againſt all the attempts of fin. But then, O 
bleſſed Lord, let not this fear work fo far 
upon us, as to injure or weaken that hope, 
which we ought to have in thy mercies. 

Be thou, G God, a guard upon our hope; 
and as long as we are ſincere in our endea- 
vours of ſerving thee, ſuffer it not to be leſ- 
ſened by any tubtilty of the devil, nor by 
any undue workings of our own thoughts. 
For while our weakneſs and unworthinels 
are ſuch, that we cannot have the leaſt 
grounds of confidence in ourſelves, our 
whole work of eternity muſt be at a ſtand, 


nay, mult quite ſink, it we loſe our hope in 
thee. 
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Support us, therefore, we beſeech thee, 
in hope, againſt all attempts both of the de- 
vil and of our own weakneſs; in ſuch hope; 
not as may make us bold in offending, or 
careleſs in repenting, or eaſy in returning 
to ſin: No, my God, but in fuch hope, as 
may ſupport us with courage amidſt” the 
weight and darkneſs of deſponding thoughts; 
as may carry us on with comfort through all 
the ways of repentance, and other duties of 
a chriſtian life; as may give us an entire 
dependence on thy goodneſs for the ſupply 
of our wants, and a confidence in thy pro- 
tection in all dangers, even of death itſelf. 
Hear this our petition, O God, and 
fully grant us this hope. | ; 
It is good for us to diffide in ourſelves, 
becauſe we have nothing in ourſelves where- 
in to truſt, | . "Pe 
R. It is good for us to hope in thee, O 
God, becauſe all is in thee, wherein we 
ought to truſt. | wi 
| ſee nothing but unworthineſs in myſelf, . 
enough to catt me into deſpair, were I to 
build my hope upon my own ſtock. »- 
R. But as it is, I am content to ſee no- 
thing in myſelf, becauſe I deſire to obtain all 
through thee.” 1508 PR ORG 
Thus my unworthineſs makes me not de- 


merci- 


4 
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R. But only takes all hope from myſelf, 


and fixes it all in thee my God, through 


Chriſt my Redeemer, bleſſed for evermore. 


Let us pray. 


E ee thee, O Lord, mercifully 

pour forth thy grace into our 

hearts, that as we obſerve an abſtinence 

from meat, ſo we may en, avoid all 
hurtful exceſſes. 

May thy mercy, O God, come in to our 


; aſſiſtance, that by thy protection we may be 
ſecured againſt the dangers of fin, which 


threaten us, and by thy deliverance. be 


ſaved, through « our Lord e Chriſt, WAY 


Son. 


Torsdav, Tus WEEK IN Len. 
BE 20 bole Goſpel of this day being an in- 


ſtruction of charity towards our neighs 
bour, let us make it likewiſe the ſubject of this 
day's prayer, to beg of Almighty. God that we 
may not be wanting in any part of this duty, 


which he has declared neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and without which, neither our faſting, nor 


our prayers, or ahne, will be accepiable tg 
Lim. 
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And fir/t, let us aſk his grace for the due 
performance of the firſt part of charity here 
mentioned by Chriſt our Lord, which is, to put 
our brother in mind of his faults. 
O God, who haſt commanded us to have 
that concern for our neighbour, as not to 
ſtand (till in filence and ſee him periſh; but 
uſe our beſt endeavours to help him up, 
whenever we obſerve him to fall: Grant 
us, O God, this charity, that moved with 
true compaſſion to our neighbour in his 
failings, we may never have any part in pub- 
liſhing them, but only conſider by what 
means we may moſt effectually make him 
lenſible of them for his amendment. | 
bis, O God, we know is a difficult part 
of charity, and ſuch as we cannot diſcharge 
as it ought to be, but through thy help; 
through thy light to direct us, and through 
thy Holy Spirit to give us diſcretion in the 
management of it. Help us, therefore, O 
God, and by thy grace enable us to do what 
thou requireſt. Give us that true ſolid cha- 
rity, by which we may be ſincerely deſirous 
of our neighbour's good, and not neglect 
him to ſpare ourſelves. But then, O blef- 
led God, let thy Holy Spirit be our guide, 
and inſj ire us with ſuch prudence, that we 
may do all to edification, and our neigh. 
bour's ; ood. Yn 
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Grant we may conſider his weakneſs, ſo 
as to manage it aright, and ſpare him as far 
as poſſible in all that may give him confu- 
ſion. Preſerve us from all rough, ſharp, or 
reproachful ways, and command in us a 
total ſilence as to all that is not public: For 
ſince; e preſcribes the healing of his 
wounds, ſuffer us not to act contrary to it, 
in taking ſuch ways as are moſt likely to 
widen and exaſperate. 

For this end, we beſeech thee, O God, 
let our charity be ever accompanied with 
that ſweetneſs, moderation, and meeknels, 
which are 1ts molt becoming ornaments, and 
give it the greateſt power for effecting what 
it undertakes; that ſo the good we propoſe 
may not be rendered fruitleſs by our ill ma- 
nagement, And whenever we are diſap- 
pee. in the ſucceſs we deſire, help us 

ere again in ſuppreſling all complaints, ex- 
cepting only to thoſe perſons to whom thou 
haſt directed us, in commanding us to 70 
the church; and in this having no other de- 
ſign, but only to omit. nothing that gives 


| hopes of good. Thus, O God, Baß Pen 


taught us, thus may we do. 

There being another part of charity mention- 
ed in this Goſpel, which is to forgive injuries, 
not only ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven, 


let us now beg of Almighty Ged this charity. 
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Les us pray. 35 


| LMIGHTY and moſt merciful God; 
who haſt commanded us to forgive 
injuries, and to love our neighbour, what- 
ever be the evils, he has done againſt us; 
graciouſly vouchſafe us thy powerful help, 
that where nature is averſe to*thy commands, 
it may be overcome by thy grace, eng hap- 
pily made ſubject to thy holy will. 

It muſt be thy powerful help, 0 God, in 
this point, where nature and the world carry 
us ſo ſtrongly againſt thy command, where 
duty is laid under an infamy, and we fo 
eaſily deceive ourſelves, even when we uns 
dertake to do what thou requireſt. 

Wherefore, O God of mercy, we beſeech 
thee to conſider our unhappy circumſtances, 
and to have compaſſion on us; and let not 
thy grace be wanting to us, both to direct 
our will into thy law, and to give us 
3 in performing what thou comman- 

E 

We muſt confeſs, 0 God, thou haſt given 
us great encouragement in this duty, in the 
infinite mercy thou haſt ſhewed to man, 
whom, being thy enemy through ſin, thou 
halt not purſued according to his wicked- 
nels, but didſt even then follow him with 


+ 
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the greateſt of bleſſings, and purchaſe his 


redemption with the blood of thy only Son. 
O God! how wonderful was this thy good- 


neſs and mercy to thy enemies! Imprint 


this, we beſeech thee, in our hearts; and 


may the memory of it be a confuſion to us, 


as often as we pretend to have difficulty in 
forgiving thoſe who have offended us. 

. Beſides this encouragement of thy charity, 
thou haſt made it our greateſt intereſt to do 
what thou commandeſt: For thou haſt pro- 
miſled that if we forgive others, thou wilt 
alſo forgive us; and likewiſe in exprels 
terms declared, that if we forgive not others, 
” alſo muſt not expe& to be forgiven by 

Catia 41 

O God, Not to be forgiven / Suffer us not, 
we beleech thee, thus to treaſure up anger 
againſt ourſelves. . How miſerable muſt we 
be, if all we have done to obtain mercy be 


loſt, and we find the guilt of all our ſins to 


ſtand in full againſt us! And yet thus miſe- 
rable muſt we be, if we forgive not thoſe 
who have offended us. | $7 

O bleſſed Lord, we tremble at the very 
thought of this unhappinels ; there needs no 
more than this to oblige us to our duty; 
and yet ſince we know what our paſhon, 
what our corruption is, we cannot but fear 


ourſelves, if thou, O Lord, doeſt not help 
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us, and in time of provocation prevent the 
miſchiefs which otherwiſe we ſhall draw 
upon ourſelves. Hear us, therefore, now 
calling upon thee, and grant us the bn we 
want. 

Grant we may be ever mindful chat it is 
thy command to us, O God, to forgive 1 in- 
juries. R. We beſeech thee bear tus, 

Grant, that in obedience to thy com- 
mand, we may put away all malice, anger, 
ill. will, and deſire of revenge. R. We be- 


feech thee hear us. 


Grant that nature or the world may not 
be our rule in this point,. but thy. holy will. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant we may force nature to nally 
whatever its difficulties and reluctance be. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 4 

Grant we may remember the example 
thou, O Jeſus, halt given us, in dying 
for ſinners, and praying for thy enemies. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. | 

Grant we may remember thy promiſes, 
that if we forgive men their treſpaſſes, our 
heavenly Father vill alſo forgive us. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. | 
Grant we may remember thy Wee that 
if we forgive not men their treſpaſſes, nei- 
ther will our heavenly Father forgive us our 


treſpaſſes. R. We beſeech thee hear un. 
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- Grant we may remember thy judgments, 
that there is judgment without mercy to him 
that has ſhewed no mercy. R. We beſeech 
thee hear us. e 

Hear us, O God, in theſe petitions, and 
give us that true ſenſe of our duty and in- 

tereſt, that whatever be the difficulties of 
our nature, we may be enabled by thy grace 
to overcome them. 1 

Give us not up to the conduct of our 
own paſſions, and ſuffer not their blindneſs 
to be the puniſhment of our paſt iniquities. 
Miſerable are we, if we conſult them to 
know what is juſt and reaſonable. They 
are violent and blind; if we follow them, 
we muſt neceſſarily be led out of the way; 
and this will be a juſt judgment for adviſing 
with them, when we have thy will to direct 
us. | pas 

Wherefore, O God, we beſeech thee to 
be merciful to us, and let thy holy grace 
prevent in us the miſchiefs of this blindneſs : 
By the ſtrength of thy grace may we be car- 
ried on in the ways of true charity; and for 
the love of thee, labour to ſtifle all reſent- 
ments, and to forgive all injuries. 

And fince charity 1s an eternal debt, and 
without bounds, let not the pardon of our 
enemies be hmited in our hearts to perſons, 
or times; but let it be without bounds. 
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Sud here, O God, grant we. may not de- 

ceive ourſelves with profeſſions of charity, 
of reconciliation, and forgiving, while we 
have yet bitterneſs and malice in our hearts; 
becauſe we know from thy own declaration, 
that ſuch profeſſions of words will not be re- 
garded by thee, but that all our fins will be 
revived againſt us to our condemnation, 
except we every one from our hearts for- 
give our brother his treſ paſles. Grant, 
therefore, we beſeech thee, 4 in this caſe, 
on which eternity ſo much depends, we may 


not deceive ourſelves, but may e 25 
from our hearts. 


Let us pray. 


 LMIGHTY and merciful God, vouch⸗ 
ſafe graciouſly to hear us, and grant 
us the gift of ſuch abſtinence as may be 
available to ſalvation. 2 
Defend us, O Lord, under thy protec- 
tion, and ever preſerve us from all iniquity, 


WM through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
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EIN G taught in this day's Goſpel, from 

the corrupt doctrine of the Phariſees, re- 
— by Chriſt, That we ought not to make 
void the — of God by any cuſtom of men, nor 
approve any thing that is contrary to his com- 
mandments, let us beg this day his grace, that 
we may always make it the great concern of 
our lives to keep his law, and never make a 
party for any thing that is not conſy 25 with 
His precepts. 


Let us pray. 


God, who haſt given us thy c com- 

mandments that we may know thy 
will, and by doing 1t, may gain to our- 
ſelves life eternal; inſpire us, we beſeech 
thee, with a true ſenſe of our duty, and by 
thy grace make us zealous in it; that walk- 
ing according to thy law, we may obtain 
the promiles, 

And fince thou knoweſt, O bleſſed God, 
both the weakneſs and corruption of our 
nature, how very frail we are, how prone 
to evil, how calily overthrown in whatever 
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we know or propoſe of good, have compaſ- 
ſion on us in this our unhappy. ſtate, and 
pour forth, we beſeech thee, thy grace upon 
us according to our wants. | 


o 
Ss 


We know ſo far from thy own ſacred - 
mouth, that we cannot pretend to love thee, 
except we keep thy commandments ; all, 
whatever. we do, if we do not this, is takin 
falſe. meaſures, and deceiving , ourſelves. in 
the greateſt concern: We know, likewiſe, 
from the ſame oracle of truth, if we think 
of entering into life, we muſt keep the com- 
mandments, and that without. this, our 
hopes are vain. | 1 

O God, ſince this is the condition of oy 
ſtate, that we cannot love thee at preſent, _ 
nor hope to fee thee hereafter, if we kee 
not thy commandments ; how miſerable are 
we, if we hve in the daily breach of them, 
and have not a due ſolicitude to obſerve thy 
law. 

Moſt miſerable, moſt wretched are we, if 
this be our caſe; for thou hateſt thoſe who 
walk 1n iniquity ; thou haſt caſt them behind 
tuy back, and mercy is not their portion. 
1hus haſt thou convinced us in thy frequent 
Judgments againſt ſinners; nay, even in thy 
own choſen people, when they have departed 
from thee, and lived in the contempt of thy 
law, thou haſt caſt them from before thy 
tace, and viſited them in the ſeverity of thy 


wrath ;' and thou haſt aſſured us, as to all 


others, by thy prophet, That if the juſt man 


ſhall turn away from his juſtice, and work 
iniquity, he ſhall die in his iniquity, and the 
juſtice he has wrought ſhall not be remem- 
bered. 4 ALY RY ts TR 
This is thy ſentence, O God, already 
paſt; what then have we to hope in? If we 
are: of the number of thy faithful, if we 
go to thy public worſhip, if we faſt, if we 
give alms, if we have done many good 
works, yet all this will not do, except we 
labour, and continue this labour all our life, 
to keep thy commandments. This is thy 
eternal ordinance, and it cannot be tranſ- 
greſſed; this we mult obſerve, or otherwiſe 
we muſt miſcarry; fince there is no other 
way to life, but by the commandments. 
Thus it is with us, and yet how poor and 
weak are we, O God, and truly unable of | 
ourſelves to comply with this duty! Let thy 
mercy, therefore, we beſeech thee, extend 
to us, and give us ſtrength anſwerable both | 
to the greatneſs of our obligation, and of 
our weakneſs. Watch thou over us, and be 
a guide to our ſteps; accompany us in all 
our ways, teach us to do in all things thy 
holy will, and let no kind of corruption, ei- 
ther by violence, perſuaſion, or deceit, pre- 
vail againſt us. Ons ONT 
O God 
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O God, who ſeeſt all our dangers and 
our weakneſs, hear now our prayers. 
That through thee we may be ſtrong, who 
of ourſelves can do nothi gg. 
Hear us, O merciful God, and grant the 
devil may no more prevail againſt us, to the 
tranſgreſſing thy commandments. R. Hear 
us, O merciful God, and grant our petition. 
That our own corruption may no more 

prevail againſt us, to the tranſgreſſing 'thy- 
commandments. R. Hear us, O merciful 
God, and grant our petition. 8 
That the ſnares of the world, its goods, 
poſſeſſions, or pleaſures, may no more pre- 
vail againſt us, to the tranſgreſſing thy com- 

mandments. R. Hear us, O merciful God, 
and grant our petition. | Kn 
That no company, or divertiſements, or 
entertainments, may any more prevail a- 
gainſt us to the tranſgreſſing thy command- 
ments. R. Hear us, O merciful God, and 
grant aur petition. res, . 
That no received cuſtom, or general 
practice or authority of the world, may any 
more prevail againſt us to the tranſgrefſing 
thy commandments. R. Hear ut, U 'mertt- © 
ul God, and grant our petition, . 
That no violence of affection, paſſion, or 
Ins to the tranſgreſſing thy commandments; 
| Vol, XIV, : H | 
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i grant our petition. 


or ſtubbornneſs, may any more prevail up- 


grant our petition. 


all our diſtreſs. 


kind of paſſion, or fondneſs of worldly 
things, may be able to deceive us, and draw 
us into thy diſpleaſure. 


in ſuch ways,” as are unſafe or uncertain; i 
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R. Hear 8, O- 1 God, and grant our 


e. 

That no grief, fear, worldly affliction, or 
trouble of mind, may any more prevail up- 
on us, to the trangreſſing thy command- 
ments. R. Hear us, 0 nen God, and 


That no indiſeretion, rafdneſs; ſelf-will 


on us, to the tranſgreſſing thy command.- 
ments. R. Hear us, O mere Yo God, and 


Hear us, O God, now calling upon thee; 
and ſince it is the ſenſe of our danger now 
obliges us both to confeſs our weaknels, 
and to cry out for help; ſhew thy mercy to 
us, and Jet thy grace be our lecuriy amidll 


Let thy grace, O God, be a light to us, 
for diſcerning all the, ſhares of fin; that no 


Let thy grace take from us all bid ene I 


and much more of all thoſe practices which Þ 
have nothing to plead for them, but the iſ 
number of offenders. In theſe, O God, 
may we be ever fearful, and confide no far- e 
ther; than, upon due examination, thy com- 


— 
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mandments and Goſpel will give us encou- 
ragement. : | a 

_ Let thy grace give us a zeal for thy law, 
and ſtrength to be faithful in it: And ſuch 
may our conſtancy be, that we may deſpiſe 
all convenience, renounce all ſatisfaction, 
and trample upon our own wills, as often as 
we obſerve them contrary to thy holy will. 
In this method, O God, may we go on, and 
perſevere through all difficulties and trials 
all the days of our life, and thus give proof 
that we love thee above all things, whilſt we 
make it our daily practice to forſake all 
things rather than offend thee. _ 


Let us pray. 


"N RANT, we beſeech thee, O Lord, that 
being inſtructed by wholeſome faſting, 
wie may abſtain likewiſe from all vice, and 
more eaſily obtain thy mer. 

Be propitious to us, we beſeech thee, Al- 
mighty God, that we, who ſeek the favour 
of thy protection, being delivered from all 
evils, may ſerve thee with a ſecure mind. 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


* 
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- He heard in this day's Goſpel, that 
A Peter's mother-in-law was cured of a 
7 fever by the command of Jeſus; and that the 
1 ck of all kind of diſtempers being brought to 
him, they were all reſtored to health ; let us 
this day acknowledge the power of Feſur, and 
making our addreſs to him with a firm hope, 
beg f him the cure of all our diſeaſes. | 


125 us pray. 


O thee, O Jeſus, we addreſs ourſelves, 
becauſe we believe thee to be God, in- 
finite in power, conſubſtantial to the Father 
from all eternity. We ſee thy goodnels to 
be infinite, who in compaſſion to man didſt 
undertake his redemption, even at the price 
of thy blood. We ſee thy compaſſion ex- 
tending itſelf to all that are in-mifery ; whilſt 
none ever ſought help. from thee, whatever 
their diſtemper or affliction was, but they 
found the effect of thy goodneſs. 
Hence, O bleſſed eder ſeeing in 
thee an infinite power joined with infinite 
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- mercy, and knowing ourſelves to be infinite- 
ly miferable; what can we do, if we have 
any true deſire of our own good, but hum- 
ble ourſelves before thee, and implore thy 
powerful goodneſs, for the relief of all our 
wants ! Et TY 

Behold, then, O moſt merciful Jeſus, and 
beſt phyſician of our ſouls, we bow down 
kere in thy preſence, and lay before thee all 
the neceſſities of our diſtempered fouls, and, 
according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies, beſeech thee to have compaſſion on 
us. 5 

Behold, we beſeech thee, our great and 
manifold blindneſs: We have eyes and ſee 
not: We ſee not what the world is, nor diſ- 
cern thoſe dangerous ſnares it lays before us. 
We fee not ourſelves, nor apprehend the 
half part of our own unhappy ſtate, We 
ſee not the way of ſalvation, but go on 
boldly, trampling upon thy commandments; 
and chuſe darkneſs rather than light. 

O Jeſus! How great is our blindneſs, 
whilſt having our eyes open to all that is 
for our own intereſt and convenience, we 
lee not the things that are for eternity; we 
ſee not what it is to love, ſerve, and ſeek thee 
above all things ; but, blinded by ſelſ-love 
and paſſion, we are governed by our own 

| H i 


7 


194 Thurſday, Third Week in Lent. 


will inſtead of thine, and led on by corrup- 
tion, while we pretend to follow thee! 

But, O Jeſus, hear our prayer, and have 
compaſſion on us. Open our eyes, we be- 
ſeech thee, for this is our moſt earneſt re- 
queſt to thee, that we may fee; that we 
may ſee the things that are for our everlaſt- 
ing peace; that we may no more be blind: 
ed by our own corruption, nor. be led out 
of the way of thy commandments by any 
falſe light. Be thou a guide to our feet in 
all the ways of this our unhappy pilgrimage 
on earth, and let the light of thy heavenly 
grace direct us in all we are to do. O je- 
fus, cure all our blindneſs in whatever kind 
it be, and grant that we may ſee. 

Beſides this mercy, confider likewiſe, we 

beſeech thee, the manifold diſorders of our 
ſouls, ſometimes burning as with a fever : 
Our Tenſuality is a fever; our anger is a fe- 
ver; our paſſion and deſire of revenge is a 
fever; our pride, covetouſneſs, and love of 
VvVorldly eſteem is a fever; our eager and 
miſplaced affections are ſo many fevers. O 
Jeſus! how do we want the help of thy 
heavenly hand, when we look upon our- 
ſelves, and fee the diſtempers of our mind! 
We mult certainly periſh, if thou, O Lord, 
are not our phyſician to heal us. 
| At other times how very cold and languid 
do we grow, as if we had neither ſpirit nor 
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life left in us! Thus it is too often when 
thy ſervice is before us; when the bulinels 
of eternity is upon our hands; and when 
any ſuch ſelf-denial or work ot mercy is to 
be performed as nature doth not reliſh. In 
theſe, and ſuch like caſes, how 1s all our vi- 
gour and life gone! How many fair oppor- 
tunities of advancing towards heaven do we 
loſe. through coldneis and a ſtupid dulnels : 
And to how litile purpoſe is what we do, 
whilſt a certain lazineſs and indifferency of 
mind renders the greateſt part of what we 
undertake, unworthy of thy acceptance! 
Have mercy on us, O. Jeſus, under all our 
unhappineſs; be our phyſician, and heal us. 

Conſider, likewiſe, O God, all our other 
diſtempers; for fo diſeaſed are we, that there 
is nothing ſound in us. How deaf are we 
when thou, O Lord, ſpeakeſt to us; when, 
thou manifeſteſt thy holy will, and calleft 
upon us to forſake our own ways! How 
lame are we, when we propoſe a new life, 
and to enter into the narrow way! How 
then do we halt, and ſtumble, and, like per- 
ſons dilabled, lie down, and deſpair of ad- 
vancing! How then do we find feet to go 
back, but none to go on in that way, which 
leads to thee, our God | bt. e 

Behold again, O bleſſed Redeemer, how 
many are the dileales of all thoſe ſenſes and 
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faculties thou baſt given us, as ſo many helps 
on our. way! They are all in diſorder ; they 
reliſh nothing but what is hurtful ; unprofi- 
table things are their delight; their moſt 

plealing entertainment is filth and corrup- 
tion, and poiſon is their food. And what 
health can there be in us, while there is no 
one ſymptom appears, but what is of a dif. 
caſe ! : 
O O Jeſus! Before thee we lay this our un- 
happineſs, with all our other diſorders, which 
are known to thee. We confeſs our miſery; 
we have no help in ourſelves; all our hope 
and confidence 1s in thee. Look, therefore, 
we beſeech thee, upon our diſtreſſed con- 
dition, and let this move thee to have com- 
paſſion on us. Thou haſt ſhewed mercy to 
thoufands; have mercy likewiſe on us and 
hear our prayer, and now in thy giory mani- 
teſt thy goodneſs, in the relief of the diſtreſ- 
fed, as much as thou didſt while upon earth. 

Chriſt, hear us. 

Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 
Jeſus, the phyſician of fouls, Have mercy 
ON Us. | 

Jeſus, Son of David, Have mercy on us. 
fleſus, who cameſt to ſave that which was 
loſt, Have mercy on us. | 

Jeſus, who healedſt Peter's mother-in-law 
of her fever. R. Have mercy on us, and heal 
our daiſtempers. 


*, 
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jeſus, who didſt heal the centurion's fer- 
vant. R. Have mercy on us, and heal all our 
diſtempers. | ** | foal 
jeſus, who didſt heal the man ſiek of the 
palſy. R. Have mercy on us, and heal all our 
diſtempers. N 
Jeſus, who didſt cure the lepers. R. Have 
mercy on us, and heal all our diſtempers. 
Jeſus, who didſt heal the man fick of a 
droply. R. Have mercy on ut, and heal all 
our diftempers. | 
Jeſus, who didſt heal the man with a vi- 
thered hand. R. Have mercy on us, and heal 


all our diſtempers. | 


Jeſus, who didſt heal the woman of her in- 


firmity, with which ſhe had been afflicted 
eighteen years. R. Have mercy on us, and 
heal all cur diflempers. 


Jeſus who didſt heal the fick man, who 
had been under his infirmity eight and thir- 


ty years. R. Have mercy on us, and heal al! 


our infirmities. | 


Jeſus, who didſt cure the blind, caſt out 


devils, and raiſe the dead to life. R. Have 


mercy on us, and heal all our diſtempers. 
Jeſus, who didſt cure perſons of all con- 
ditions that were brought to thee, whatever 
their infirmity or diſtemper was. R. Have 
mercy on us, and heal all our diſtempers. _ 
Hear us, O bleſſed Jeſus, and grant our 
H. v 


ö 


petitions. Thou haſt commanded all to 


a ſenſe of our inſirmities; and ſeeing into how 


mankind, as upon our only help. Of our- 
ſelves we are unworthy through the number 


plentiful redemption, and in thy ſacred 


' defires. Take from us, therefore, the love 


in the deſire of our cure; and thus may 
find, that thou art our Jeſus both now and 


into e crlaiting bliſs, and through thy won- 
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come to thee, and promiſed to refreſh them. 
Behold, invited by thy call, and encouraged 
by thy promiſes, we come to thee; we have 


many ſins they lead us, we ſincerely deſire 
to be delivered from them. Deſpiſe not, we 
beſeech thee, the ſighs of thoſe who ſeek 
help from thee, but tulfil in us thy promiſes, 
that, finding the effects of thy goodnels, we 
may for ever glority thy holy name. 

- Qur eyes are upon thee, O Saviour of 


of our ſins ; yet ſince thou halt offered thy- 
ſelf a ſacrifice for fin, we have in thee a 


wounds a remedy, even of the worſt of our 
diſtempers. his is our hope, and in this 
we cannot fail, if we are but ſincere in our 


of cur miſery, and grant we may be ſincere 


for ever. 

ed Let us pray. | 
A thy name, O Lord, be glorified 

in this ſolemnity of St Coſmas and 

Damianus, which was to. them the entrance 


dci ul providence is to our relief. 
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Let thy heavenly mercy, O Lord, enlarge 


the hearts of thy people; and always make 


them faithful in Keeping thy commandments. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 
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THIS .day's Goſpel being of the Samaritan 
woman, let us direct our prayers as this 
ſuggeſts to us. The firſt thing we meet, is 
Chriſt our Lord fitting on a well fide, waiting 
for this woman, who' was of an infamous life, 
and a great finner; and yet for her he fits 
waiting ; chuſing her out of thouſands, that he 
might ſhew mercy to her. 5 55 


o 
* 


O God, how unſearchable are thy judg- 
ments, anſt how wonderful are thy mercies! 
Who can now deſpile any ſinner, when we 
ſee the molt infamous choſen out of a whole 


city, and to be one of God's eleck? When 
we ſee one of a moſt infamous character 


made the ſubject of particular graces, draw- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt and his bleſiings upon her 
country! Who can now deſpair of any ſin- 
ner, and judge all endeavours for their 
amendment to be lo{t upon them, when we 
know not whom, God.has choſen ; and many 


180 | Friday, Third Week in Lent. 


times they-are thoſe, in whom, according to 
their preſent indiſpoſition, there appears no 
ſigns or hopes of life! 
Grant, O God, that this obſervation of 
thy judgments and mercies may be laid up 
in our hearts as a perpetual rule; that by 
this the motions of our hearts being govern- 
ed, we may never deſpiſe or deſpair of any 
ſinner, but give a check to all ſuch 
thoughts as ſoon as we perceive them to 
are.  - 
Thy judgments, O God, are very diffe- 
rent from ours; and while thine are un- 
known to us, it is reaſonable we ſhould be 
very modeſt and reſerved in ours: Let thy 
grace, therefore, we beſeech thee, keep us 
within our bounds, that we may be ever 
fearful of our bold and preſuming thoughts. 
For where can be our evidence of judging, 
_ whilſt under the deformities of public 
crimes are thoſe. very fouls whom thou 
haſt choſen ! | 
And ſince we know not: the fouls whom 
thou haſt reſerved for great mercies, may 
we never ſuſpend our endeavours of doing 
good, ſince where we ſeem to have reaſon | 
to deſpair of all fruit, thou haſt ordained a a 
plentitul harveſt. How confident are we, O 
God, of our own thoughts, and yet how 
eaſily deceived! But let thy heavenly light 
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and grace deliver us from thoſe ill effects of 
our blindneſs and raſnneſs. | 


Feſus, in his diſcourſe with this woman, tells 
her, That whoever drinks of the water which 


he ſhall give, ſhall never thirſt ; but it ſhall be 
a well of water, ſpringing up to everlaſting 


life 

Fo bleſſed Jeſus, let it be thy mercy to us 
here preſent to give us this water. We are 
at preſent unhappy in thirſting after earthly 
things; and though we ſucceed fo far as to 
obtain what we defire, yet ſtill we are not 
ſatisfied, but all preſent enjoyments are 
attended with a thirſt after more : Such is 
the water we drink, ever thirſting,” ever ob- 
taining, and never fatisfied. 

But when, O Jeſus, wilt thou give us to 
drink of the water thou haſt here promiſed; 
that water, which ſhall extinguiſh in us all 
thirſt of earthly goods! That water, which 
ſhall take from our hearts the defire of all 
that periſhes, and ſhall raiſe in us this one 
deſire, of being united to thee! 

Great is our miſery, O God, from the 
multiplicity and eagerneſs of our deſires con- 
fined to this world. I heſe are a diſtraction 
of our thoughts, a conſtant diſſipation of our 
mind, a clog upon our ſpirits; they hinder 
us in All that is good, they draw us into in- 
finite ſnares, they engage us in many fins, 
and ſo poſſeſs our hearts with a worldly 
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ſolicitude, that we ſeem not to be in earneſt 
in what we profeſs to believe of eternity. 
And when, O Jeſus, wilt thou be our - 
deliverer! When wilt thou work this great 
change in our ſouls, that we may deſpiſe 
what now ſeems ſo inviting, and think of no 
other happineſs, but- that which is eternal! 
O Jeſus, give us to drink of the living water, 
= water which ſprings up to everlaſting 
Co 1 | 
Our bleſſed Redeemer, deſigning the converſicn 
of this woman, bids her go call her huſband ; 
and in this puts her in mind of her fin, to the 
end, that ſeeing herſelf, ſhe might be confound- 
ed at the fight of her crimes, and amend. 

O Jeſus, Saviour of the world, ſhew the 
like mercy to us, though moſt unworthy, 
Give us a true ſenſe of our iniquities, and 
bring all our ſins to our remembrance ; that 
ſeeing our unhappy ſtate, we may be ſeized 
with horror, and be afraid of nothing more 
than of abiding 1n it. 

Suffer us no longer to be ſtrangers to our- 
ſelves, nor to turn away our eyes from ſee» 
ing the miſery in which we are. It is one 
part of our unhappineſs to be thus wiltully 
blind, to go on in dangerous ways, to let 
corruption, folly, and ſin, have the conduct 
of our lives; and yet to be ſo little ſerious 
in conſidering ourſelves, as to hope that alt 

15 well. | 
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O God, this muſt be a great judgment 
upon us, thus to call darkneſs light, and to 
go on ſecure in the paths of corruption, as 
if they were the way to life.; ſince amongſt . 
all kinds of blindneſs and deceits, there can 
be none ſo pernicious as this. | 

Wherefore we beſeech thee, O Jeſus, ta 
take from us all this falſe confidence, that 
we may no longer truſt in a lie. Take 
from-us all blindneſs, and in thy merey open 
our eyes, that we may ſee the ways in which 
we walk, and all the deformities of our 


For though this may give us ſome trou- 
ble, yet we confeſs, O God, it is better to 


have this trouble now, than to go on blind 


and confident till death opens our eyes, 
and at one view. ſhews us both our own in- 
juſtice, and the terrors of thy judgments, 
which are to meet us at our firſt entrance 
into eternity. | N 

Shew us, O God, all our weakneſſes, and 
all the ſeveral ways by which ſelf.- love, ſen- 
ſuality, or floth, have hitherto deluded us, to 
the great prejudice of our ſouls. May all 
this deformity be now laid before us, and 
hence being convinced of the neceſſity of 
repentance, may we- on this foundation 
carry on the work of a true converſion. 
Manifeſt to us, we beſeech thee, whatever it 


/ 
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be that keeps us at a diſtance from thee, 
and hence may we begin to make our ap- 
proaches to thee. $9335 18) 
(Chriſt -having made the woman ſenſible of 
her fin, and informed her that he was the 
Meſſias, Fig forthwith believed ; and leaving 
her pitcher at the well, ſhe ran back to the 
town, and preaching Chriſt, becomes an apoſ. 
tle to her country. £ | 
How wonderful, O God, is thy word, 
when thou ſpeakeſt to the heart! Speak 

thus, O Jeſus, ſpeak thus to our hearts, | 
that thy word and thy will may govern in 
us; that we may no longer go on in our 
Wo but be converted to thee, and live. 

ut then, O Jeſus, grant that our con- 

verſion be ſincere, and that the effects of it 
may appear as evident in us as in this wo- 
man. The change in her was ſuch, that 
ſhe thought nothing of her temporal wants; 
but, forgetful now of the water ſhe came to 
Fetch, her whole concern was to follow the 
dictates of that new ſpirit which moved 
within her. K | | 

Thus, O God, may we do; let not the 
world, nor any part of it, have the com- 
mand of our hearts; let all ſuch concerns 
be ſuſpended; and may it be our whole 
buſineſs to obey thy ſpirit, and labour in all 
the obligations of the new man. 
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We eaſily ſee how great the change, when 
the converſion is ſolid, and from the heart. 
Grant, O Jeſus, that ſuch may our con- 
verſion be; let it be thy work in our 
hearts, that we no more deceive ourſelves 
with a lame repentance, but with our whole 
hearts renounce our fins, and faithfully re- 
turn to thee. O Jeſus! how miſerable muſt 
we be, if we are falſe to ourſelves in. the 
duty of repentance, which is the only means 
we have of falvation ! Let it be therefore the 
work of thy grace in our hearts, to be ſeri» 
ous, fincere, and faithful in it. | 


Let us pray. 


E favourable to us, O Lord, in this 
time of our faſt, that as we obſerve an 
abſtinence from fleſh, ſo we may faſt like- 
wile in our hearts from all ſin. 13 
Grant, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
that we who confide in thy protection, may, 
through thy grace, overcome all the enemies 


| of our falvation, through our Lord Jeſus 
the Chriit, thy Son. | | | 
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preſſed by the Phariſees to encourage the ſeve- 
rity of the law againſt her, ſtands filent, and 
bowing down towards the earth, ſeems to ſpare 


Her crime to the public, 


Bleſſed be thy name, O Jeſus, who having 
undertaken the cauſe of ſinners, doeſt, by 
thy particular favours, encourage them to 
repentance. Puniſhment is due to their 
crimes, but this part thou haſt taken upon 
1 thyſelf, ſo to convince them of thy defire of 
their falvation, and more powerfully to draw 
them by the evidence of thy mercy, 
O Jeſus, grant I may ever remember thy 
bh mercy, not to take thence occaſion of being 
* more bold in ſinning: No, my God, this | 
know would be a moſt deteſtable abuſe. in 
turning thy own goodneſs againſt thyſelf, 
and of all crimes muſt be moſt in danger of 
being excluded from that mercy it has lo 
ſacrilegiouſſy profaned. 


HIs day*s Goſpel is of the woman taken in 1 
e brought to Chriſt, who being 


the ſinner in that confuſion which muſt attend 
her, whilſt her accuſers, without pity, expoſe 
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But grant I may be ſo far mindful of thy 
mercies, as may be helpful to me in my re- 
Wpentance, and may defeat all thoſe attempts 
ef the enemy, by which he endeavours to 
aiſcourage me, in my defires of returning 
and being faithful to thee. - x 
= | confeſs, O God, the horror of fin is 

ſuch, that whoever, by the help of thy 
grace, comes to have a ſenſe of it, a ſenſe 
W of the inſolence, of the madneſs, of the in- 
Woratitude that is in it, ſtands in need of 
a powerful ſupply of grace not to fink under 
che confuſion of it. For what does he ſee, 
but a poor, miſerable worm, deſpiſing his 
God, deſpiſing Almighty Power, on which 
it depends for every moment of its bein 
and its breath ; rebelling againſt the bowels 
of a loving Father, a merciful Redeemer, a 
daily Benefactor; preferring ſmoke, and: 
paſſing ſhadows, before the poſſeſſion of 
God; and 'induſtriouſty buſy in its own 
damnation, while infinite goodneſs is calling 


ny upon him to partake of the inheritance of 
ky the Son of God! | Its en 
2 This is ſome imperfect idea of ſin; but 


imperfect as it is, what ſinner can be ſerious 
in reflecting on it, without danger of deſ- 
air: There muſt certainly be deſpair, O 
God, if the evidence of thy mercy did not 

prevent it. Wherefore I beſeech thee, O 
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God, though my fins ſeize me with terror, 
yet never let the devil, or my own fears, ſo 
magnify the horror of them, as to take from 
my ſight the greatneſs of thy mercies. No, 


my God, let theſe never be hid from me; 


but let the memory of them ever be a com. | 
fort to my dejected ſoul, and a ſolid confi. | 
dence in them be my ſupport, when the 
powers of hell are conſpiring againſt me, 
and endeavour to caſt me into deſpair. 

In the time of danger, be thou, O Je. 
ſus, my defender; and ſuffer not the devil 
to prevail againſt me. Thou haſt given me | 
encouragement enough, notwithſtanding all 
my iniquity, to hope in thy goodneſs; never 
tet my enemy have power to overthrow this 
hope. Thy mercy to finners is infinite; 
may the conſideration of this mercy oblige 
me to adore and love thee; may. it be a 
force upon me to break all the bonds of fin, 
and carry me with comfort through all the 
degrees of a true repentance, till 1 come to 
that more happy ſtate, where divine love 
' ſhall enflame my ſoul without any mixture 
of fear. Grant this my petition, O Jeſus, 
for thy mercy's ſake, that thy name may be 
glorified in ſo poor a ſinner as I am. 

Jieſis having put the accuſers of the woman 
to confuſion, and obliged them to depart ; as 
likewiſe giving her opportunity of thinking of her 


Saturday, Third Week in Lent. 1By 


fin, at length, with a ſpirit of mildneſs, dif 
miſſes her only with this charge, Go, and ſin 
no more. | | . | 
This fame is the charge given to all re- 
© penting ſinners, Sin no more. Grant, O 
Jeſus, that it may be my care, as often as 
through thy mercy 1 obtain pardon of my 
ſins. | H 9 
Fo I am very ſenſible this is my ſtrict obliga- 
e, tion; and that my repentance cannot be ſin- 
cere, if I am not careful to comply with this 
condition. For, through thy grace, I know 
that repentance is not only a ſorrow for fin, 
but it is likewiſe a new covenant made with 
thee, my God; whereof the principal article 
is a ſolemn engagement to be watchful for 
the time to come in avoiding fin, and all the 
dangerous occaſions of it. | | 
Now, if I make a covenant with my God, 
does not this oblige me to a ſtri& obſervance. 
of it? It is ſo when I covenant with men; 
and how much more ſo when thou my God 
rt the party to whom I am engaged? CanT 


ove Ihe falſe or careleſs here, without betraying 
ure all the intereſt I have in thee, and drawing, 
ſus, upon myſelf the infamy of a faithleſs under- 
de Waker ? No, I'confeſs it, I cannot. 


Ah! wretched creature! How does this 
now bring thy ſins to remembrance ? For 
now often haſt thou entered into this cove- 


190 Saturday, Third Week in Lent. 


nant, and upon confeſſion of thy ſins enga. 
ged to fin no more; and after this haſt ſcarce 
thought of what thou haſt undertaken, or 
ever put thyſelf to the trouble of once con. 
ſidering what was to be done for thy amend. 
ment: And what is this but to draw up ar. 
ticles, and to accept of conditions of peace, | 
in a concern of eternity, and then to think 
no more of the obligations, than if all had | 
been a contract upon a ſtage ! er 
O God, I ſee how far this is from being 
faithful, and how far I have been wanting in 
the conditions of my peace: And hence hay: 
reaſon to fear, that inſtead of healing my 
wounds, and finding mercy, I have made my} 
condition much worſe than it was before. 
For it is thou, O Jeſus, haſt told me, That 
if the devil, being once caſt out of a man, 
finds admittance again, he returns not then 
alone, but takes other ſeven evil ſpirits with 
him worſe than himſelf, who there rake up 
their abode, by which the condition of that 
man is ſo far from being bettered, that it i 
ſeven times worſe than it was before. And 
what then have I reaſon to fear of myſell 
who have ſo often by repentance caſt out fi 
tan from my ſoul, and by my careleſsnel 
have ſo often opened my heart to him again 
For what elſe has been my ſo frequently 1e 
turning to the vomit? 
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This ſame thing I learn from the caution 
given by thee, my Jeſus, to the man cured 


of the palſy : Behold, thou art made whole ; 


now fin no more, leſt ſomething worſe -befal 
thee. For this very thing thou ſayeſt to me 
as often as thou ſheweſt mercy in the for- 
giveneſs of my ſins. And while I am ſo ve- 
ry careleſs in avoiding the return of ſin, 
have not I ſufficient grounds for ſuſpecting 
the unhappineſs of my inward ſtate, and 
fearing that by the frequent abuſe of thy 
mercies towards me, I have very much in- 
creaſed my miſery ! dt 

I have certainly too great reaſon for this: 
For although no watchfulneſs is ſufficient to 
ſecure me againſt the return of ſuch weak- 
neſles, as are in a manner inſeparable from 
us in this ſtate of infirmity, and their return 
ought to humble me, and not fill me with 
diſquiet; yet 1 muſt have reafon to fear, 
whilſt confeſſing the guilt of wilful and ha- 
bitual diforders, the guilt of a heart turned 
from thee, my God, I undertake to repent, 
and yet {till with the return of the fame 
diſorders; | | ah, | 
This is very unlike what. thou, my Re- 
deemer, didſt preſcribe to the ſinner in this 
Goſpel, and therefore I cannot but fear. 
But, O Jeſus, whatever it has been, I now 
molt earneſtly implore thy grace, that I may 
tor the future take a better method, 
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L beg that 1 may with the greateſt ſeri- 
ouſneſs conſider the obligations 1 undertake, 
and ever day reflect on the covenant. f 
made thee; that I may be ſolicitous to 
be faithful in it, and conſult upon the necel- 
ſary — 5 Tor the Juſt pertormanceof what 
Thave enga 
That of ma ” ait of no careleſsneſs i in 
this ſolemn uty, nor go on without con. 
cern or thought, as if i? were under no tie: 
That I may ſhew no favour to thoſe inclina- 
tions, which have already led me into ſin; 
but labour to poſſeſs my ſoul with a whole. 
ſome fear of thy judgments, which have fal- 

len fo ſeverely upon thoſe perſons and na- 
tions, who have violated the covenatit made 
with thee. _ 

Grant this my petition, O God, in this 
important point; becauſe it is on the lince- 
rity of my repentance my eternity depends; 
and how can this be ſincere, if J fail in one 

principal condition of it; if undertaking to 

avoid fin, I am not at all ſolicitous againſt 
the return of it? Help me, therefore, O ſe- 
ſus, and in all my repentance, may I be 
mindful of the charge given by thee to' this 
— 3 Go, ſin no more. 


Let 


Earth Sundoy Þ Low 193 
I rie. 


7 RANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty, 

God, that thy people, who by abſti- 
nence mortify their bodies, may by the obſer- 
vance of the aw, abſtain from: fi Kine 
diſpleafing to thee. | 

Stretch r * over thy Lauge, | 
the right-hand of thy heavenly power; 
they = feek thee with all their hearts, and 
merifully obtain what they aſk as th 
ought. Through our Lord 20m: chi 
thy Son. 3 
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Tu daſs Goſpel i is a-relation of. emanate 

wrought by Chriſt on the Mount, in multi- 
plying the:bread, and feeding a great multitude 
with five lauer and two fiſbes : And this being. 
an emblem of that bread of benediftion which. 
Chriſt gave at his laſt ſupper for the food of his 
faithful, and to which uu are invited at the 
approaching feſtival ; let us make this the _ 
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9 Flu - Let us Fran. 
bod 987 
0 BLESSED God, who amidſt diving, 
dul proviſion for. the ſubſiſtence. of 
dur bodies, haſt not left our ſouls deſtitute, 
hut haſt likewiſe provided a table. for them, 
wherein the bread, which came down from 
heaven, even Jeſus Chriſt, thy only Son, is 
given for our food: Grant, we beſeech x db 
we may be ever thankful for this miracle of 
. thy love, and partake of it in ſuch a manner, 
that gur ſouls may be truly nouriſhed, -and 
Jeſus live in us, and we in him. 
We muſt acknowledge it an infinite mercy, | 
that amidſt ſo great weakneſs, to which we 
are ſubject, how, O Jeſus, haſt provided us 
ſuch a remedy, that thou haſt not left us to 
periſh, in our on corruption; but notwith- 
ſtanding our manifold unworthineſs, haſt 
condeſcended ſo far, as even under the poor 
elements of bread and wine, to become out 
medicine to heal us, and our food to nouriſf 
us. For this, O Jeſus, we bleſs thy Holy i 
Name, and deſire that all creatures, both in 
e earth, _ Row uin 
raiſe. 5 THO uy" 
Bia then, 0 tbe} Redeemer, at 1 
humbly beſeech thee, to give us ſuch a livehy af 
_ 1 this rs dane 1 we en never ta 
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neglect this as el be adi but duly ap- 
proach to it, as ſhall be adviſed for r good. 
afin: ſaus :- MO CIA 
This we aſk, ent aneglet x beck 
a great indiſpoſition of mind: It ſhews that 
we have not à true value for thy mercies, 
who are ſo indifferent in making uſe of them: 
It ſhews that we have not a real concern for 
our nn miſery and weakneſs, who are not 
ſdlicitous in laying hold of the beſt of remes 
dies: It ſhews that we do not truly love thee, 
who. having: ſuch frequent opportunities of 
being viſited by thee, yet let them pals. by 
with: ſo little concern. 
80 much of this ſeems the eee of 
this neglect, that there can ſcarce be ſuppoſed 
— of faith and religion, where 
this: neglect is found. Wherefore, we be⸗ 
leech thee; O Jeſus, let nothing of this be 
found in us; but ſo diſpoſe our ſouls by 
grace, that we may earneſtly deſire to -ap- 
proach to thy Holy | Myſteries, earneſtly: 
| defire what is in itſelf fo valuable, eagerly 
ſeek what is to us ſo neceſſary, and have no 
patience in being ſeparated from thee, wh 
art the only happineſs of our ſouls. 15 
Rather, O. God, give us à holy 'thirſt 
alter thee; that as the bart pants after the founs 
tains oft water, ſo our ſouls may thirſt. after 
thee, O God, that knowing in thee to be 
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the only comfort of our diſtreſa, the help of out 
neceſſities, the ſtrength . of our weakneſs, che 
curę of our inſirmities, the ſecurity againſt dan- 
gers, and the only food that can nouriſli us to 
life eternal, our ſouls may bend towards — 
8 to their only good, and find an uneaſineſa 
upon them, {bill preſſing forward till they 
— to the of thee. We every 
day thirſt after things created, are reſtleſs in 
our defires, and ſolicitous in our endeavours, 
O God! When ſhall I find that 
change, as to thirſt after none but thee ! 
And here, O God, we beſeech thee, let 
no undue fears become a [ſnare to us, and 
keep us at a diſtance from thee. For thou gh 
we have reaſon to fear, becauſe of our - 
unworthineſs; yet we have reaſon to BO 
an thy goodneſs, who haft provided thi 
danquet for us poor worms, and haſt both 
invited and commanded us to come to it. 
Let thoſe then fear, ho are either fond of | 
what is ſinful, or not ſincere in their reſolu- 
tions of forſaking their evil mays; for ſuch as | 
. theſe have — to fear; and if they preſume 
to approach to thee, it muſt ee increaſe 
of their ſin, and even a ſin of damnation, for 
ſo the ſentence Ned Lee againſt them 
. 61 pam rfl ER 11 415 Tt J1 
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Bat as for ſach, a8, ſenſible of theie infir.. 
mities and ſins, groan under them as under, 
à burthen; are ſincerely grieved at them, as 
ckeir real unhappineſs ; and ſighing for their 

| deliverance, earneſtly deſire both — 
what is paſt, and ſtrengeh againſt their return; 
ſuch as theſe, wy unworthy to be 
at thy table, yet * they approach to thee, 
O Jeſus, as Mag did at thy feet, to 
find in thee both merey and help, conſe. 
ding not in themſelves, but in thy goodneſs, 
which haſt provided this help for — ſuch 
| as theſe have encouragement from thee to 
come to thy table, and eannet fail of finding 
h in thee the bowels of a tender Father, to re- 
ceive them with the welcome of ſuch bleF- 
bh and grace, as their neceſſities require. 
This, O moſt loving Redeemer, we can- 
not doubt of, becauſe thou haſt given ſuch 
evident proofs of thy mercy +: But then 
finee ſo een depends on the diſpoſition 
of our ſoul, grant, we beſeech thee, that 
whenever we come to partake of the holy 
myſteries,” nothing may be — in us 
to obſtruct the effects of them. * 
Grant we may have a true appichentia 
of what wu are to do, how great a thing it is 
to prepare an habitation, not for any creature 
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bur for God: How great is the — of the 
infinite majeſty of God, in whoſe preſente 
the pillars of heaven tremble, - coming to 
Vviſit a poor, miſerable and Fnful worm; 
and not onhy to viſit, but to enter into 
his breaſt, and take his abode with him; to 
"help; ; comfort, heal''bim, and give him! 
> ew fe: How great muſt be the erĩme, 40 
receive ſuch a gueſt without due preparations 
For him! How deteſtable a wickedneſs muſt 
it be, to receive a God of ſuch mercy into a 
à heart where there is neither f Innocence nor 
Aus repentance. | 
0 God give us grace duly to ; weight theſe 
particulars, that we may be never ſo repro- 
date, as to fall under that guilt which ve 
cannot think of without horror; that we 
may not add the worſt of facrileges to our 
in, and thus unhappily come to find death 
in life itſelf, © O Bleffed' Jeſus, ſhew this 
. mercy to us, which we now aſk 3 for what 
will it avail us to have been redeemed, if 
thus in one act we make void the whole 
work of our redemption ! Grant therefore, 
Ve befeech thee, that whenever we preſent 
ourſelves to the Holy Communion, we may 
fo prepare our ſouls, as to Parrake! of the 
benefits of this ſacred inſtitutio .. 
We alk likewiſe, O God, that after fe- 
ceiring we may not unworthily turn dur 


backs, and — leave the- divine 


veſt, who is come to viſit us: No, Bleſſed 
2 ſus, this looks as if we had no ſenſe either 
| of thy mercy, or of our own. Nang, 93 
| dorthoich to turn away from thee. 1 

) Let thy grace therefore teach us o lay 
Hold of that bleſſed opportunity, and to make 
a better uſe of it, in giving thanks for the 
: mercy received; in N the wonders of 
t 
a 


thy goodneſs in coming to lee a vile ſinner; 
in conferring with thee concerning the affairs 
T of our ſoul; in laying open all our infirmities 
before thee, and earneſtly. imploring, thy 
e - counſel; and help; in pouring forth our ſoul 
= to thee in extaſies of love, and begging at 


re we may be thine for ever.. 
ve In theſe and ſuch other eme reach, us 
ur to employ that time, that fo our ſouls may 


th be nouriſhed by this divine food. But above 


TR all make us then ene what-our life ought 
0 be after receiving. 


We have a life of corruption, bh is 
the life of the old man, and leads to fin”: 
But ſince following this cannot fail of being 


our eternal ruin, we therefore receive thee, 

O Bleſſed Redeemer, that by thee we may 

„en, a new life, even the life. of the new 

man : that thou mayeſt live in us, and we 

in thee; that now we may no longer live ac- 

cording to the principles of our i natural 
iv 
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man; but be quickened d by another fpirit, and 
Joke þ her ſpirit, v ab! 18 aa — — 0 


or in f this nie th ſed to 
e 7 


Grant en we Peek tak che 
this may be the effect of our approaching to 
the holy table, to partake of this new life; 
and — after this mercy, it may be our con- 
ſtant care to ſuppreſs all corruption, and ſo 
to hve by the principles of the new man; that 
Chriſt may be manifeſted in us, that ſo, now 
not ey but Chriſt may live in us. 

is petition we moſt earneſtly preſs, be- 
caufe all ſenſible devotion, tenderneſs of 
affection, and paſſing holineſs in the act of 
receiving, can be of little advantage, if it be 
not attended with this more laſting effect of 
Chriſt kving in us. And much lefs will it 
be to our purpoſe, if after receiving this holy 
food, we find that our corruption {till lives 
in us, and that we are governed by it. Hear 
us therefore, we beſeech thee, and grant this 
our requeſt, that we may receive the benefit 
of this holy ordinance z. not receiving it to 
our on damnation, but ſo that Chriſt 
live in us, and we live by him, till we come 


to a more perfect and unclangealye mores. 
Nur Kim! in glory: ES: 
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X RANT, we beſecch Almighty 
God, that * who are ju 15 jane 


for our ſins, may, be, refreſhed. by the com- 


forts of thy n ee Aur: 40h Jeſus 
_ _ ics © 8.33 if * 'r Int Tin Z 
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H abet of this. day 55 Cape! is. 4 re- 

lation f Chriſt's eniering into the temple, 
and with. a ſcourge chaſing from thence all thaſe 
that ſold. ſheep, and oxen, and doves,. and, 
changers of money; let us therefore petition of 
Almighty God this day, that we never fall uh 
der the. guilt of profaning the place of his, 
worſhip, and deſerve to be Teal out thence 
with theſe traders. 


74 . 
* # 


F, 7 
— 4 1 


Let us Pray. 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting God, TER 

haſt N places to be ſet apart t. 
thy. worſhi ip, wherein we may adore an 
glorify thee, the ſovereign Lord of all, and 
may likewiſe ſend up our petitions to thy 
infinite goodneſs for obtaining thy grace and 
I y 
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help; mercifully grant that as often as we 
preſent ourſelves before thee, we may always 
do it wich that due reſpect, that thou, © 

God, mayeſt be glorified, and we be bene. 
fired by the homage we pay to the. 

For this end let it be the effect of 
grace to us, to be ever mindful, that — 
wherein we aſſemble to prayer, are à pri. 
vilege of thy goodneſs to us, and ſome 
reſemblance of heaven, wherein, in imita- 
tion of the choirs above, we, though un- 
worthy ſinners, are permitted to meet, there 
to bow down, and give praiſe, and glory, 
and adoration to thy Holy Name. 

Let this remembrance, O God, excite in 
our hearts ſuch reverence as is due. And 
how great, O Bleſſed God, is this reverence, 
whilſt we, who for our ſins deſerve to be 
caſt out of thy ſight, are admitted into thy 
preſence, are allowed to join with the 
Angels, and * Spirits, and praiſe thee 
with our Ii 
Had we any apprehenſion of the glory of 
the Infinite Majeſty, how awful it is; and 
of the adorable exceſs of thy holineſs, ſo that 


nothing created can be pure in thy ſight; 


how would the ſenſe of our iniquities make 

us tremble at the very thought of appearing 
before thee! How ſhould we chuſe rather 
to hide ourſelves, like the children of Adam, 


1 

2 
8 
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than venture the confulion of our guilt upon 
2 preſence! £304 14 * oy Tr ' v3 44 >> 6 OETY K 

Ah! My God though our apprehenſion 
be imperfect, yet, as it is, we know-enou 
to be awed upon the thought of thy Divine 
ien and our own; unworthineſs. Raiſe 

up therefore, we beſeech thee, this appre- 
henſion, and quicken our faith; chat, wwhen- 
ever we appear in thy preſence, it be 
always — a. becoming reverence, { 7 yn 
may a] in us both a ſenſe. of thy great- 
neſs, and of our, poverty. 

Hence, O God, in places of thy worlhip, 
let nothing be found, in us, but what is 
holy; nothing but what has relation to thy 
ſervice, or the ſanctification of our ſouls. 
Let it be our principal care, whenever we 
come before thee, ſo to compoſe both our 
inward: and outward man, that by good 
example we may edify our neighbour, and 
by a ſincere devotion engage thy mere to us. 

Let nothing profane, nothing irreligious 
appear in us; fince this is to. come, like | 
infidels under che chriſtian name, and, can- 
not fail of provoking, the ſevereſt Judgmenr.. 
Preſerve us therefore, we beſeech thee, O 
God. from this wickednels,, R. Amen, | i 

Loet nothing vain, immodeſt, idle, or, dif- 
— appear in us; ſince this, ig con- 
n to the erencg due, to.thee, and mult 
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be moti: inſupportable to thy eyes, tham 
the traffick 2 2 thoſe e which were 


for facrifices on thy altar, Preſerve us 
therefore we Ne thee, 0 God, from 
by kinds of this ſinful irreverence. R. 

MEN. | 


Lat not bur hearts be open to - finſub- 


thoughts, or to any fug uggeſtions of our own 


corruption, or to ke temptations of the 
enemy; for this is nothing r RP 


with the devil, while wag 


to thee. Preſerve us there 9 90 beſeech 


1 from this + diſable Thy 
of th relence and 0 ee en 
R. 2 : . 

Let not our hearts give entertainment to 
impertinent and worldly thoughts, or to the 
ro of an unſettled imagination or work- 


ing brain; ſince this is coming before the 
Ma 


leaving” the bufineſs of heaven, to pick 
up ſtraws. Preſerve us therefore, we be- 
ſeech thee, O God, from this irreligious 
folly. R. Shinn. © 


Preſerve us likewiſe, O God, we den 


thee, from all other en or diſtrac- 


tions which are either unbecoming the place, 
or © hinderance to the exerciſe of prayer; 


and give us ſuch a true ſenſe of our duty, as 


may oblige us to all due reſpect to thee, 
and tv a careful attention and fervent appli- 


jeſty of God to ty. with trifles; it is 
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cation of our mind, in the peiformanae 
what we uhdertake. , _ tas EC 
If we were but moderately, ſ ſerious. in the 
conſideration of our circumſtances, ue ſhould 
certainly ſee that we had bufineſs enough 
upon our hands, when we come before these 
and of that important concern, as not o 
admit of any thing to divert us from it; and: 
therefore that, if at any time, in the place 
of prayer we ſeem to have no to aſk, 
or no neceſſity of being ſolicitous in it, the 
only reaſon muſt be, either that we: ente 
believe, or do not Win. f Ic: 
For how many reaſons or occafions jon” 
we that preſs us to prayer? 1. If we look 
at our fins, we fee ourſelves in want of 
mercy. 2. If we conſider the infinite dan- 
ger of ſin before us, we ſee a want of thy 
protection. 3. If we refle& upon our ma- 
nifold weaknef es, we fee à continual want 
of thy grace. 4. If we obſerve the many 
ſnares, in which we are ſinfulhy ſurpriſed, 7 
we ſee a want of heavenly | 
foreſight. 5. If we take notice of the many 
cheats, to which we are expoſed by our on 
paſſons, by our exceſs of ſelf,ſoye, And | 
fondneſs of. the world, we ſee a Want of 
. to ſupport, and of light to direct 
If we remember the many doubtful. £1 
caſes} "and great ee in which 
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know not which way to take, or what is beſt 
to be done, we ſee à neceſſity of thy counſel 
for preventing the miſchiefs of our ignorance 
or indiſcretion. 7. If we look at the unhappy 
ſtate of our ſouls, which puts our ſalvation 
ſo much to the hazard, we ſee a want of 
tliy aſſiſtance, both for a dre repentance 
and for entering into a better method. 8. If 
we look at our relations and acquaintance, 
at the general corruption of the world, at 
the miſery and blindneſs of ſinners, at the 
wants of thoſe in whatever afflictions or diſ- 
treſs, at the diſtracted ſtate of Chriſtendom, 
at che unhapp y ſtate of thoſe in hereſy and 
infidelity; iK = look at theſe, beſides many 
other conſiderable wants, whether in out- 
ſelves or our neighbours; who can pretend 
they want matter for prayer, or that being 
in thy a 0 God, en have cin 
to aſk of the 
0 God, we N nh. Any . 

this, they have ſtill more reaſon to pray, 

who amidſt ſo many neceflities ſtand Glent 
before thee, becauſe they know not them- 

_ ſelves, - nor have a ſenſe of their wants. 
And how. manifold does our crimes now 
appear, if coming before thee amidſt ſo 
many preſſing neceſſities, which oblige us to 
ſeek and aſk for thy help, we ſuffer ourlelyes 


to be diverted fram our prayer by every im- 
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ment triſle that comes in dur vy, 
if there were nothing of moment depe periding | 
ene petitions we have to offer to thee 

We muſt acknowledge ourſelves to be 
Wan unthinking and ſtupid, in being ſo very 
little concerned in managing our only great 
affair. For when we come to prayer, is not 
mel buſineſs of eternity then on bur hands? 
And does not our ſalvation depend on our 
performance of that holy exerciſe; ſince we 
are moſt certain that all muſt be joſt, if we 
do not obtain thy favour and help? And yet, 
O God, to ſee: that, "when we come 
that buſineſs, we either ſeem to have nothing 
to aſk, or aſk in ſuch a manner, as if we 
had no intereſt in obtaining? Nay, and how 
often do we there, even in thy preſence, 
by our ſinful irreverence or diſtractions, 
prejudice the very buſmeſs we undertake, 
and even from our prayers at à much 
greater -diftames from heaven, than when 
we came to them, as if our buſineſs chere 
had been, not to ſeek thy een but to 
aFront thee! | 

0 God! How does this lay before us boch 
our blindneſs and miſery, and our ſm; 
enough to force ſighs and tears from us, if 
we had any ſenſe of our unhappineſs ! Grant 
this ſenſe, O God, that ſeeing our unhappy 
condition, we may reſolve upon a better 
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method. Pardon us, — 0 
merciful Lord, all our paſt irreverence, 
ſcandals, and neglects, and give us now 2 
better ſpirit; much a ſpirit, as may teach us to 
griev eve at our manifold miſery, and to be ſoli- 
citous above all things for obtaining! . 
a ſpirit, as may lead us to thee, 
all grace, and. convincing. us ry on — 
e dependence, raiſe up our hearts to aſk 
with ſuch earneſtneſs, as the buſinefs of eter. 
nity requires. Grant us this petition, O God, 
ot Ag no more provoke thy ſcourges 
X ore of of prayer: But open the'trea- 
ma 'of thy mercies, for the n of all 
our en. ; 


Let us, 3 


GR we beſeech theeg Almighty 
God, that with a yearly devotion ob- 


ſerving. this holy ordinance, we may be 
pleaſin to thee both in body and ſoul: 

We beſeech thee, O Lord, mercifully to 
hear our prayer, and grant us the favour of 
thy protection, who by thy gift are taught to 
a ee Our Lord Jeſus e thy. 


pleaſe io lead us om this 775 that jo by by falling 
given, We 


Goſpel of Chrift, that without this knowledg! 


aL SIT rat erin, EY: 
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difficult in underſtanding be trug h, gives them 


th rule, that if any one will do the witt of 
God, he ſhall. know his doctrine whether it 
be of God; let us: bence take an occaſion 
making. it our petitionithis' day, that God wo 


ſhe rule, which EChrift bas 
to the knowledge of all $6 Jaane; iruths..” 


P (2A: $55 
Let us rey. . 


, Kenn IS 


63K ; 


| GOD, who haſt "made it ſo doch bor 
an to know the truths, of -x | 


we cannot expect life ererlaſting; merci 3 
direct us by thy , heavenly grace, that we. 
may uſe fuch means, as . may be moſt Ef. 
clan for the knowledge o cle truths, 


which by ** ordinanee are ſo N for 
us. 


And face thy only Son, our Redeemer} 
Bleſſed for evermore, has poſitively declared 
that the only effectual means for this know. 
gh to do thy Holy Will ; grant us 


% 


ſeek it, and that, by our moſt — 
deavours of doing thy will, we may 
to learn Chriſt, and to become ſkilled in his 
„ e oicth 
We muſt conſeſs that thy light, O Jeſus, 
is darkneſs to many ſouls, and that great 
number have eyes, and yet ſee. not. Thus 
it was to the unhappy Phariſees, who, amidſt 
the evidence of thy miracles, ſaw no light. 
80 it is at preſent to many chriſtians, who 
walk in the errors of their own imagination, 
and ſee not the plain way which thou haſt 
ſhewed to the whole world, and commanded 
all to walk in. | 
And is it not thus too, O Jeſus, with 
great numbers of thy faithful, even of thoſe 
in thy fold, who hearing all that thou haſt 
taught, yet walk on in the ways of pride, 
ambition, luxury, uncharitableneſs, cove- 
touſneſs, fraud, injuſtice, love of the world; 
and neglect of ſalvation, and this with as 
much inward peace and ſeeming hope, as 
if theſe were thy ways, and there were no 
reaſon to queſtion the ſafety of them?: 
Thus it is certainly with too many within 
thy fold; and it muſt be owned there is 
a great unhappineſs. attending them, whilſt 
notwithſtanding the plain and poſitive words, 
wherein thou haſt declared the danger of 
ſuch ways, theſe ſeem no more to under- 
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ſtand thee, than the Ye did; thy ligde is 
durkneſs to them, and? ſo in the midſt of 
evidence, ny know not the dodritie to be 
thine on i993") 42 Aas Qi $22 24 + x3 
This, O Jeſus, we molt; acknowledge to 


de! a great miſery to chriſtians; ſince hav-. 
ing no hopes of everlaſting life, bat through 


the knowledge of thee and thy truths, and 
by walking in thy way, which thou haſt 
taught, theſe will not own thy ways to be 
thine,- and therefore forſake them for others, 
which they call thine, but which, in reality, 
are the ways of the ee and of their "OA 
corruption. Ho +420 

This, O God, is a Eats blindneſs! foch 
as all chriſtians are bound to dread; ſince 
it is little leſs, than ſetting up falſe pro ets, 
and falſe Chriſts, by ſhutting their hearts 
againſt what "Chriſt has taught, and making 
choice of others, to teach them the ie * 
falvation. LO BY 

'O Jefus, preſervæ us by thy once dein 
being of b number. We confeſs thee to 
be the only way, the truth, and the Hfe; 
that it is the greateſt of cheats to think that 
ſafe, which thou haſt condemned, and to 
believe any way to be the way of ſalvation 
which thou haſt declared not to be thine. © - 

"Let thy grace therefore, we beſeech thee, 
man us againſt this deluſion; prepare bur 


hearts to hear thee, believe thee, and follow 
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thee let th truths take ee of our 
ſoult, and ; Wh we never en 
enemies of our falvation, which is the way 
to heaven: This thou eameſt to teach ug, 
O Bleffed Jeſus; and may we never think of 

W from any other. 

Be thou a guard upon our hearts, and let 
ä not the maxim of the world take place there 
of what thou haſt taught. Let us hearken 
to no other liberties than what are allowed 
by thee, and make us ever jealous of what- 
ever it be, that undertakes to widen the 
narrow way. Preſerve in us, O Jeſus, thy 
truth, and let nothing be allowed by us, as 
| = of ee but what ve learn from 
8. 


But then; 0 Bleſſed Redeemer, may it be 


now aſk, as thou thyſelf haſt directed us. 
Thou haſt not promiſed this ſaving know- 
ledge of thy Goſpel to the wiſe and learned 
of this world; thou haſt not promiſed it to the 
honourable, the powerful or the rich: But 
tdon haſt promiſed it to the upright and ſin- 
cere of heart, to thoſe only, who do the will 
of thy Heavenly Father. 

What therefore will it avaib us, if by a la- 
| W ne we are maſters of all human 
leaming? What if we can number the ſtars ? 


What if we enjoy the plenty of the world; 


ire of the | 


the effect of thy grace in us to fock what we 


W of thy truths, but we may ſtill be in he 
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are great 1 he opinion of man; bave che 
reputation c of ſanetity 1 are killed in che holy 
ſenipture, e beſt interpreters of it? 
Yet all this will _ give us the knowledge 


dark, notwithſtanding all theſe ſo very con: 
fiderable advantages. wy * i943 th 

We may ſtill have the way. of fabvation 
kid. from us, if our hearts be not right 
with -thee, our God; ai any ſecret corrup- 
tion govern them; if ſome criminal or 
worldly paſſion have the command of them; 
if ſelf-love be in power, and the deſire of 
Glvation extend only to ſome. ceremoniat 
profeſſions, or half-paced piety, but have not 
the over-ruling power; if this be the indiſ- 
poſition of our ſoul, all other advantages 
are Joſt, and we may ſtill be under great 
Kindnehs, even while we ſeem to the world 
to know all things, and bear a great tharadter 
with men. 

This is the information given us by thy 
words, O Jeſus; and therefore ſince all 
depends on this, we moſt humbly 'beleect 
thee to purify our hearts from all prevailing; 
corruption; ſuffer them not to be depraved 
with any thing diſpleaſing to thee, but ſo 
powerfully direct them towards thee, that we: 
may ane ſeek mr 1 n * 
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and Gin cerely deſire in all. things to do the 
will of. thy Heavenly Father. 

Oh! That we could come to this truly. 
chrilan dif poſition of ſoul How. ſhould we 
then find he "Holy Spirit ſpreading i its light 
within us, and teaching us to diſcern the 
ways of falvation! How ſhould we then dil- 
cover all the impoſtures of the world, and ſee 
the vanity of thoſe arguments, by which it 
undertakes, to juſtify what the Goſpel con- 
demns! How _ the ways of truth appear 


with beauty and evidence, which to a cor- 


rupt heart ſeem clouded wich ene 
and doubts 

Wherefore, O moſt NE Redeemer, 
grant us this mercy we now aſk; give us an 
upright and. ſincere heart, that, we may. not. 
make thy ſervice a pretence, but he truly. 


faithful in what we, profeſs. Let not the 
world, nor our, own hearts deceive.us.z. but 
as long as we are expoſed to the diſtractions 
of an uncertain world, let it be our principal 
buſineſs, i in all circumſtances, ſtill ro do-thy 


will, fince it is thus, O Jeſus, thou haſt 
taught us. 


8 


Let 5 Pray. 


WI rene 
* 


bſervance of this ſacred faſt may 


| to beaſts, and ĩs chietly tor the ſervice" o 
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be to us the increaſe of a holy. "life, and | 
engage to us the  contitual e of ve 


mercy. l 


Have Gene 0 Lord on thy people, | 
and being under the exerciſe of many tri- 
bulations, ſhew mercy to them now, . and 
refreſh them with heavenly comforts. | 
20 our Tr Nes CY ty 17658 
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Tus do day 's Goſpe is a lation of a m- 
racle wrought by Yeſits Chriſt, in png, 9 
bt to the man that was born blind, This 


are ſeveral very remarkable nn in it; 4 7 
let us make choice of ſome; for directing aur - | 
petitions this day to Almighty God, 


Blinaneſs being an emblem 'of that brill 


blindneſs, in which - all t children of Adam 


are born, becauſe of An; let us give thanks fan 


the greater merties we have received, in being 
made the children of light,” * 


7 
1 - 


5 1 
a * 
1 


Let us Pray. 


. 
. 


I is a great . not to have, the, 
benefit of that light, Which is com 
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world. But how great is the miſery to be 
deprived of that light, which is my life, 
which is my happineſs, which is my- God, 
which is thou thyſelf, O Light eternal; 
Light, without which all is darkneſs, all is 
fs altray, all is death, all, even in this 
is the beginning of hell. 

Immortal thanks be given to thee, 0 
Jeſus, for that, in paſſing through this mor- 
tal life, through reproaches and perſecution, 
and the croſs, thou haſt ſeen me before I was 
capable of ſeeing thee, and regarding me with 
the eye of compaſſion, of a child of darkneſs 
* made me a child of l 

This 48 a mercy I was incapable of deſerv- 
ing, and therefore che pure effect of thy. 
goodneſs towards me a ſinner. Grant, 1 

deſeech thee, I may ever acknowledge it with 
thankſgiving g, and make ſuch an uſe of this 
| ght, as to go on ſtill inereaſing, till I come 
to be 2 witneſs of that light which is: inaccel- 
Hble. 

Jeſus, ſointing on the ground, and making 8 
þ ts anointed the eye? of the blind man, and 
2 then n in an, he received lis 

Notwithſtanding that light of faith, by 
which-thou haſt brought me to the knowledge 
af-thee, yet ſtill, O God, how blind am I! 
How do 1 fill catch at empty follies for 


ſub- 
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Jubſtantial goods! How: da 1 'ohiuſe poifon 
for my food, ſnares ſor harmleis entertain- 


ments, and run upon nen — 4 


foreſeeing any danger! 

| When, 0 Tehus) wil wilt thou iretch forth hs 
hand, and heul this: blindteſs alles Miſera- 
ble am II And in danger of eternally 
ſo, if thou, O Phyſician of my ſoul, doeſt 
not ſhew compaſſion, and heal me. 

Take me therefore, I beſeech thees Mudder 
thy care; lay clay upon my eyes, and with 
the fight of that clay of which Tam made, 
open my eyes, and my heart» Let this poor 


blindneſs of pride, and by the due impreſſion 
of humility, convince me of my entire de- 
pendence on thee, and of the inſolent mad- 
neſs there is in offending thee- What can 


againſt the Almighty! Can J ſecure: myſelf 
againd} ſickneſs and death! Can I eſcape the 
grave! Can I decline thy judgment, or get 
a reprieve from thy ſentence! If I hare 
blindneſs upon my heart, I may eaſily. go of, 


as if Thad all in my own hands; as if were 


independent and immortal, and had 10 
reaſon to fear thy diſpleaſure: Take from 
me therefore, I beſeech thee,” all degrees of 
this blindneſs, open my cyes, that It 


ever ſee my own nothing, the elay i that Bam, 
Vol. XIV. K 


ingredient, of which I am, remove all the 


this poor clay do, if it rebels and fights 


and the duſt Lam ſoon to be; and hence ge 
on finiſhing, this pilgrimage! with my eyes 
ever on myſelf and on thee, as one that by 
thy favour may be happy with thee, and it 
in thy des muſt be eternally. miſera. 
ble without thee.” O Jeſus, give me ſight to 

ſee my preſent miſery, that I may not be for 

( e e 
... The blind man having received his bt, his 
neighbours knew him not; ſome ſaying it waz 
he that had been blind,; and others, that it was 
not he, but one like him; but be ſaid I am be. 
Wonderful change of thy power, O God, 
to whom all things are ſubje&! Such, 0 
Bleſſed Lord, may the change of my foul 
be through the effect of thy grace, as. often 
as by repentance I ſeck the favour of thy 
mercy, Let the manner and method of my 
life be fo changed, that others may fee me not 
to be the ſame. Let it be no more ſeen. in 
me, that Lam a child of Adam, governed by 
my paſſions, by the world, or by corrupt 
company; let it be no more ſeen, that 
ſel f. love, the love of vanity, pleaſures, or 
riches, give laws to my life, but where theſe 
had the command, now let thy. love, O 


- 


Jeſus, wholly govern, and make it appear 
through the main body of all my adions, 


A 
\ 2 ; N 
7 * 8 T * - * * 


— 2 rere 


at I ſeek another world, and not this; and 
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that my principal buſineſs," is not to pleaſe 
mylelt, T5 to pal thy Holy Will, O God. 
Happy they, 'who give proof 'of their re- 
pentance in ſuch a change! It muſt be the 
effect of thy grace, to begin and carry 
ſuch x work. But how ' unhappy thoſe 80 tale 
enitents, who are nothing Arent from 
what they were, but only in the outward nſec 
of the facraments, and in all thin hens are 
fill the ſame! For what repentanc Fez this 
be, where there is no change! Thy grace 
can have no part here. The work is counter® 
feit, and they muſt be deceived, who take 
this for repentance, - - wad 
But ſill, O God, whatever chat is 
wrought in my life, fo as to make others 
neſtion whether I am the fame; yet! 
this grace, to be ever mindful that 1 am the 
fame! That T am ſtill the fame unha 
creature of "myſelf; and that Whatever the 
change be, it is the work of thy J grace, 0 
God; that 1 have the ſame principles 'of 
corruption yet in me; and that infinite 
thanks are due to thee, my merciful” Lord, 
if any better fruit be found in me, than cf 
corruption. Thus, O God, may 1 ever 
acknowledge thy work in my "foul! Khile of 
myfelF) Jam no other but myſelf til. 
"The man that had bgen blind being broietht 7 
the Phariſees, they refuſe to believe the fact 
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amidſt ſo great evidence: And though eminent 
ddoctors, yet reaſon very ill, and are informed 
of their il craig by that Poor and unlearned 


man. 

I ſee here, in theſe Phariſees, a fad elfed 

of prejudice and prepoſſeſſion, Truth is 
ropoſed to them with evidence; and yet 

w many ways do they turn to elude the 
force of it, and not to receive it! They 
pretend to truth, but will receive only ſuch 
truths, as pleaſe them; and as for others, 
which pleaſe not, paſſion - ſhuts: their eyes 
againſt them, though recommended by the 
cleareſt light. 

In this I fee what a poor creature I am; 
and though privileged with a noble faculty 
of reaſon, yet how very little confidence can 
be had in its light and conduct, if the heart 
has but given admittance to any kind of paſ- 
ſion: This is enough to eclipſe its moſt dif- 
cerning power, in truths of the higheſt con- 
cern; and to make it a party, in ene 
what it undertakes to ſee. 

O Bleſſed God, prevent in me, 1 beſeech 
: pe; this diſmal effect of paſſion, I cannot 
expect wholly to be exempt from it; but 
this mercy I aſk, that it may never 10 far 
prevail upon me, as to make me averſe to 
truth. For if my light thus become dark- 
neſs, what can I hope, but to go out of the 
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way? Help me therefore in this great point, 
wat in this, all 1 can do, will not do, 
except thou, O God, be my guide, and de- 
fend me againſt this ſubtle and undiſcerned 
treachery. I thank thee, O Almighty 
Creator, for the reaſon which thou haſt given 
me; becauſe reaſon is a great bleſſing, for 
which 1 praiſe thee ; but prejudiced reaſon is 
a great judgment ; it is a fatal curſe, from 


which, I beſeech thee to deliver me. The 


ſincerity of this poor man, though with all 
his ignorance, and want of education, is a 
much ſafer guide than the prejudiced reaſon 
of the Phariſees with all their learning. 
Grant me, O God, the bleſſing of a like 
fincerity in all concerns; but above all, in 
the affairs of eternity; for thus haſt thou 
taught me to ſeek thee; thus ſhall I have 
the greater aſſurance of thy help. 


Let us Fray. 


0 GOD, who both ek; the. jul, 
and by falting granteſt pardon to ſin- 
ners; ſhew mercy to us here humbling our- 


felves before thee; that by the confeſſion of 


our guilt, we may obtain the forgiveneſs of 
all our fins; 


May the ears of thy mercy, O Lord, be 
open to the prayers of us thy ſervants; and 
K 1 
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| that: we may obtain the effect of our petitions, 
at us to aſk. ſuch: things as are well-plea, 
te thee, Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
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15 this. day's Coſpe 10 due nd of the Widow 
of Naim ſon raiſed to life by Chriſt ; 
and it , being: here expreſſed, that Chriſt was 
moved 10 compaſſion the Widows tears; det 
4s. beg of Fes: Hull od this day, that due may 
join with his Widow, and with tears endeavour 
to move God to have e 1 e aun wn 
a. others. eie. bh 


2 <# 


my Let Us. Prop. 9 i 


0 G0D, ha, in mercy haſt been pleaſed 
to diſcover to us what it is, that moves 


thee  to;, compaſſion ; grant us, we. beſeech 
thee, this wiſdom; that, whereas we ſo 
much ſtand in need of thy help, we may 


ſeek it by ſuch means, by which, thou art 


moſt effectually inclined to our aſſiſtance. SA 
Hence, O God, fince thou haſt given us 


ſo many inſtances of the tears of the afflicted 


prevailing within, thee, in obtaining ere 
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powerful, but even miraculous helps; direct 
us no w, WE beſeech thee, in this time oſ 
mourning ànd penance, to make uſe of this 
expedient, and amidſt all the diſtracting 
mirth of a mad world, give us a true ſenſe 
of the many motives we have to mourn, and 
of the cat ut this Pr de to our 
ſouls. , 

Firſt then, O manibel Lord, open our 
eyes, to ſee the unhappy and deplorable cir- 
cumſtances of this world, of which we are 
a part, and in particular of our friends, and 
ourſelves ; and then, O God, make them 
fountains of tears to lament what they ſee; 
which cannot be fenwuſly ſeen, without 8 

lamented. 

How miſerable is the ſtate of choſe mp 
nations, and numerous people, who live in 
inkdelity, worſhip ſtoeks and ſtones, and 
bave not the knowledge of thee their God! 
R. This is @ miſery t0bich ought" to be lameteds 
and Aeſerves our tears." | 

How miſerable is the ſtate of thoſe many 
fracionis and numerous people, who believing, 
God, deny Jeſus Chriſt, through whom 
alone ſalvation can be obtained! R. This is 
a miſery which ought to be lamented, and des 
ferves our tears. 

How miſerable is the ſlate of thoſe an} 
nations, once Chriftian, but now Turks or 
K iv 
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Injidels : Of thoſe many cities and churches, 


-  onee the ſeats of ancient Biſhops and Saints, 


but now, in puniſhment of ſin, become 
heaps of ruins, or the ſhelter of wild beaſts“ 
R. This is a miſery, which ought to be lamented, 
and deſerves, our tears. 

How miſerable i is the ſtate of Chriſtendom, 
which by Chriſt's inſtitution was ordained 
to be one glorious and well diſciplined body, 
of one faith, and one heart; and now, in 
puniſhment of ſin, is divided into ſo many 
hereſies, and ſchiſms, which think they do 
God ſervice in perigeuring the truth, and de- 
vouring one another! R. This is a miſery, 
- which ought 10 be lamented, and amr} our 

Fears. 

Ho miſerable is the ſtate. of the faithful, 
| thoſe within the pale of the church, who 
ought, to be ſo many Saints, loving God 
Sith all their hearts, ſeeking before all things 
the kingdom of heaven, all new creatures 
in Chriſt ; and yet have fo much vice, pride, 
and injuſtice, - authoriſed amongſt them, 
that they ſeem. to have no knowledge of 
Chriſt. or his Goſpel! R. This is @ miſery 
which ought to be lamented, and deſerves our 
fears. + 

How miſerable is the ſtate of great num- 
hers of chriſtians, who inſtead of ſerving 
God, live in the midſt of corruption, ſerve 


* 
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the devil, and waſte both their lives and 
eſtates in promoting his intereſt againſt God. 
R. This is a miſery, which ought to be lament- 

ed, and deſerves our tears. 

How miſerable is the ſtate of great num. 
bers of chriſtians, and amongſt theſe, of 
our own friends and blood, who being 
created for happineſs, are poſting on to hell, 
there to become companions of devils for 
ever! R. This is a miſery, which 04 wa 70 
be lumented, and deſerves our tur. 

How miſerable is the ſtate of many chrit. 
tians, who being once in the way to happf- 
neſs, are now irrecoverably loſt, plunged. ity 
hell, and ſuffering the torments of that fire, 
which ſhall never be extinguſhed ! How many 
among theſe, of our own friends and blood, 
once dear to us; and what if there are fome 
whole damnation we have occaſioned by our 
fins, our ill example or neglect! R. This 
& 4 miſery,” cohirb ought to be lamented and 
deferves our tears. 

"How miſerable is the ſtate of our own 
fouls; who, inſtead of faithfully ſerving © 
God, our Redeemer, and infinite benefactof, 
Have by ſo many repeated fins ungratefully 
and rebelliouſly offended him! R. This u 
Miſery, which ought to be lamented, and deſerves 
our Fears. 
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How miferable is the ſtate of our own 
ſouls/ wWwhe are mere ſolicitous" Os 
of a moment, than for eternity; more 
about trifles, than for heaven; more 
in our oun ee wills, than thy 
will, O God, on ; which- all depends. R. 
Tiba a miſery, which ought 0 be lamented, 
ail deſendes our reurs. 903 ud  aid3 24 iu 
How miſerable is the ons; of Gr on 
fouls, who, after all we have done, know 
not Whether we are worthy of love or hatred; 
who being to enter 2 and having not 
a mtment ſectire, are ſo unprepared to give 
un account, and to appear 1 our Judge, 
6 whom all our iniquities and folkies are 
Know! R. This if a miſery, which ought 
10 be lamented, and deſerves our icarr. 
>) Infinite,” O God, are the miſeries in this. 
Age, 4whiek ought to draw tears from our 
eyes! and we beſeech thee, to give us ſuch 
e feeling ſenſe of them, that we way do what 
juſtice and piety require, in Jamenting what 
ought to be lamented, and thus prepare 
: ourfelves for th comforts, -who haſt PIE 
te chmfort thoſe that mourn. 
This O. God, we aſk of thee, Ab it 
diſcevers a great indiſpofition of foul, to be 
in the weſt of miſery, and not to have a 
ſenſe of it; to ſee ſo much iniquity commit- 
10 agpitl thee; and not to grieve at it; to 
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be miſerable ourſelves, and in danger of 
being eternally miſerable, and. not to be con- 
cerned at it; to be in theſe, circumſtances, 
without feckog, what. is it leſs, than to be 
inſenſible; to be in theſe circumſtances of the 
greateſt miſery, and to think of nothing but 
how to divert ourſelves with folly and ſin, 
what is this but the greateſt of all miſery, 
even the miſery of vlindaeſs, adele,: _ 
rage : gl 
| . we. beſeech thee, 0 Bleſſed. 
Wee hear us in this point, and not to 
* 7 lie under this heavy. judgment of 
ſtupidity and infidelity. For though, it he 
a petition little agreeable. to nature and the 
world, to. aſk for. rief and tears; yet how 
much better is this than the unihink 
-andyain joys, ſuch as nature ſeeks; and the 
world approves z. for. it is ſuch grief, as both 
faith and charity inſpire, and thou, O Jeſus, 
:haſt enceuraged, in weeping. ee: 
and in that ſhewing, ve, Way graf we have 
ſor tears. 
bat: it be. therefore. our * 0 Bleſſed 
| Redeemer, rather to join with thee in mourn- 
ziug, chan with the world in its joys : And 
whereas ſome relaxation. may be neceſſary 
for health, let this, 0 God, be always with 
ſuch 1 as neither to make it the 
buſineſs, of life, nor to forget * many 
vi 
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reaſons we have to'prieve : And for this 


thy Holy Grice both dire& and” —_— 


us, and fo temper our minds that we may 
deſire nothing unreaſonable, nor place our 


preſent ſatisfaction in what is contrary to our 
eternal intereſt. Thus O God, may our 
ſouls be tempered, and to this may it be dur 


daily endeavour to bring them, that ſo we 
may be none of that unhappy number, who, 
after a life of worldly joy, fhall enter at their 
death into everlaſting miſery; ; but rather of 
thoſe, O Jeſus, who, like the widow, -ſhall 
have thee to comfort them, and command 
em to weep no more. 


— » 
” 7 


Let 1 Proy 
RANT, we beſeech FRY Almighty 


| God, that we, who are puniſed by 
faſting, may be comforted by a holy devotion; _ 
that, earthly affections being moderated in 
us, we may be better capable of what orgs. 


10 FF 
+ O God! The Author and Governor of 
thy people, deliver us from thoſe ſins, by 


which we are aſſaulted; that we may be 
7 5 pleaſing in thy licht, and ſafe under 
otection. Through our JC: Jan 


7 
Ot ay Sort. ; 
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1 


THE ſubject” of this day* s Gepe! is . the We 
miracle wrought | by Chrift, in raiſing 
Lazarus fo life, after he had been Buried four bs 
days. 
= Nee being informed that Lazarus was fe >, A 
preſently replied, This ſickneſs is not unto . 
death, but for the BUY of God. n 


VE &* 
© 


— 
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GOD; 118 in bn of fin haſt 
ſubjected us to ickhefs, pain, and to 
many other afflictions i in this bfe ; mereifully . 
grant, that in whatever kind we ſuffer, it 
may be like the ficknefs of Laxarus, all to 
thy glory. 
We confeſs, O G68, that thy glory is 
the end of the whole creation, i, that all 
creatures ought to contribute to it. Happy 
therefore are thoſe chriſtians, whoſe” Mees 
are o ordered, as to anſwer this great and 
general end, in being the munſters of thy 4/4 


# 


lory. 448 : | 
This was the Fe of the incarnation ani 

miſſion of the Son of God on earth: This 

was what he ſought in all whatever he did 
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and ſuffered in this world; and therefore 
at the end of his life he makes this decta- 
ration to His: Father, 1 have gr? Wer thee on 
earth.” | 
\ Wherefore, 0 God, ſmnee how baſt . 
fem us to be the members of Chriſt, our head; 
we may live by his ſpirit, and enter 
into the fellowſtip of that his prieſt hood, 
by which he conſecrated and offered his whole 
life a ſacriſice to thee. For as this is the 
end, ſo it is the greateſt and only ſolid com- 
fort of à chriſtian life. What therefore can 
my life profit me, if, living to ren and 
this world, I do not 1920 ek rpm 24 
This 2 therefore we now aſk, of hving, 
to thy glory; ſo that thou, O God, mayeſt 
be hon, in all the- propoſals and actions 
of our life, and we may never do any thing 
contrary to this end. But this we he alive 
preſent in a more particular manner, a8 to 
all ſickneſs, pain, and the afſlictions of this 
life, that we may ſuffer all theſe in ſuch a 
manner, that thou, O r mayeſt be 
glorified in them. 70 Fg 


This we have reaſon ta aſk, becauſe of 


aur great weakneſs, our infirmity, und 
impatience; by which we generally loſe. the! 
advantage of all thy. cad and are 0 far 
from ſeeking thy glory» in them, that wWe 
make them the occation of our ſin, and 
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ſatfer, not to thy glory, but: to OE 
_ Tis 

And how great is this unhappineſs t0/us 
in a life which has ſo large a mixture of 
uneaſineſs, ſickneſs, and troubles: Whilſt 
not knowing how to manage theſe-aright 
and to make of them an offering, by which 
thou mayeſt be glorified, we loſe the greater 
part of our life, and turn ſo much to ſin, 
which ought to be a ſacrifice to thee! 

Help us therefore, O God, in this point, 
and by thy holy grace ſo direct and ſtren gths 
en us, that, in whatever kind we Tafer, 
it may, for the he ea be img ms 
wem lan, Hoot to hg glory... 
pain, or trou „ may we — 
aur patience. R. Amen. U r 

Help us, O God, and in; all Gehnatks 
pain, or trouble, may we- glorify thee by; 
a peaceable fubmiſion, as under thy holy: 
band. R. Amen. 
Help us, 0 God, and in all ſickneſs, 
pain, or trouble, may we glorify thee in 
an humble ſilence. R. Amen. | 

Help us, O God, and in all fickneſs, 
pain, or trouble, may we glorify thee, by 
bawing - down under the ſcourge, and con- 
35 the * of all one: a. X. 
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- 2 us, 0 God, and in all ficknefs, 


Rain, or trouble, may we glorify. thee, by 
Having our whole hope, and eonfidence 
fixed on thee: *R. Amen. © 

Help us, O God, and in alt” fickneſs, 
pain, or trouble, may we glorify thee, by 
refuſing” all cömforts, remedies, or helps, 
Which ate not according to thy Holy will 
and allowed, by thee. R. Amen. 

Help us, O Ged, and in all ficknel, 
pain, 67 trouble, may we glorify thee, by 
reſigning ourſelves wholly into thy hands; 
to alflict or comfort us, as thou ſhalt think 
fit; and ever judging that beſt for us, which 
is the appointment of thy Holy Will. R. 
Amen. 5 

Hear us, O God, in theſe our retinitis] 
and mercifully grant our requelts ; that fo 
we may 'be fait ful to thee in all cireum- 
ſtances of our life. Too many fins have 
we already committed againſt thee by our 
impatience under thy trials, and too many 
advantages have we loſt by our ill ma- 
nagement of them. But being now ſenſible 
of our folly, we defire that theſe our 
firs may be no more multiplied, and that 
we may —_— more wiſely for the time 
to come. us therefore by thy grace, 
and teach us 13 be teach us to fuller” 


Gin. nd a ar toroad. BOG EA. Cie” 


os tnlo om. tb @ e _ A Werse eee mn tw AcCcoc 


Friday, Fourth Week in Lent: 233 


18 chriſtians, that our trials may be; like 
the ſickneſs of Lazarus, all to thy glory. 8 
And this, O God, we aſk, not only as 
to the infirmities of our body, but in a 
moſt particular manner as to all the meet 
ties of our ſouls, even our greateſt ſins. 
For however theſe have been of ill exam+ 
ple to our neighbour, and very provoking 
to thee, yet we know thou canſt fo diſpoſe 
things by thy grace, that even our fins 
may turn to thy greater glory, and our 
ſalvation. 

Shew this . mercy alſo to us, O God Re 
turn all our evil to good. Give us, ſuck 
a true ſenſe of our iniquitics, that the hor- 
ror of our paſt crimes may work in us 4 
real hatred ar all that is ſinful; that we 
may fear it, and fly from it, as from hell 
that we may advance more ſtrongly towards 
thee 3 that we may labour to be as edifying 
in all that is good; as we have been fors 
ward in evil; that by an exemplary piety 
we may endeavour to recompence the in- 
jury we have done to the cauſe of virtue; 
that the ſenſe of our unworthineſs ma 
carry us with cheerfulneſs through the dif- 
ficulties of a penitential life; that the conſi- 
deration of thy mercy, in not cutting us off 
in our ſins, but ſparing us to repentance, 
may raiſe in us a proportional adoration 


me — — "id 
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and love, oblige” us to a ſtricter fidelity f 10 
thy "ſervice, 40d make us more zealous in 
whatever may contribute to thy glory. 

In this manner, O God, we beſeech 
thee, may our ſins co-operate to good; and 
may it be to the greater glory of thy 
name, that out of ſuch vile finners thou 
haſt made to thyſelf \ veſſels of honour. » For 
while by our iniquities we have manifeſted 
what we are ; whatever good appears in us, 
will be a manifeſtation of what thou art, 
in pubh th pe and aon to all 
that rh r x 

But then, O Bleſſed Alas, veni & wide; 
come and ſee, what is the unhappy ſtate of 
our ſouls ; ſee how long they have been 


dead; how long buried in the grave of fin : 


See how thy work is disfigured, and even 


become loathſome, rough the corruption 


of fin. But whatever our condition be, 
we believe and have a firm hope, that thou 
who didſt raiſe Lazarus, after he had been 
ſo many days in the grave, haſt e to 
raiſe us alſo. 

It is true, in the raiſing of Lazarus, thou 
haſt ſhewed how difficult it is for an inveterate 
and habitual ſinner to return to a new liſe; this 
thou haſt ſhewed us in employing thy tears, 
thy groans, thy prayers, thy cries, thy com- 
mands, in bringing Lazarus out of the grave. 
And, O God, may we hence remember, 


hows cw. U 
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how great is the mercy we want, and what 
gar, Jabs: .ought- to be, if this be our un. 
te. | 109.44 
1 511 be, employ thou, we deſeech thee, 
the ſame mercy which thou didſt at the 
grave of Lazarus. Call upon us, call aloud 
upon us, Lazarus, veni foras ; finful ſoul, 
who art dead to thy God, rotting in thy own 
corruption,. come forth. of the grave; and 
let this thy voice of mercy awaken us to 2 
new life; for we confeſs, O Jeſus, ex 
thou calleſt us out of this unhappy ſtate. o 
ſpiritual death, we cannot move 9 ä 
(Hers nor. elcape ak, death which is r 
But here again, if thou ſhalt be thus mer- 
ciful to us, let us ſtill remember that as 
Lazarus, being raiſed to life, had bands 
upon his hands and feet, which were to be 
untied ; ſo we may be interiorly juſtified 
by thy grace, and yet be under bonds {till ; 
fuch; bonds and difficulties as the long habit 
of ſin has brought upon us, and which we 
cannot eaſily untie. - Theſe, O God may 
we remember, and not only labour ourſelyes 
to be diſengaged, but likewiſe deſire this 
charity from others, who are capable of 
iving us aſſiſtance. This, O God, we aſk, 
— 5 we are ſenſible how ſoon death re- 
turns, where there is not due care uſed to 


looſe theſe bonds. | Help us e, we 
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beſeech thee, and perfect thy work in us, 


_ glorified.” 


that we may not abuſe thy mercies, nor 
receive thy grace in vain z but that receiving 
new life from thee, we may perſevere in it, 
and ſo live to thee, that thou mayelt be 


Let tus Pray. 


() GOD, who with unſpeakable myſte- 
CF ties giveſt new life to the world; grant 
we beſeech thee, that thy church may be 
benefited by thy divine inſtitutions, and 
»hkewiſe ſupplied: with temporal bleſſings. 


Grant we keſeech thee, Almighty God, 


that we who being ſenſible of our weakneſs, 
eonfide in thy power, may always find the 
comforts. of thy goodneſs. Through our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


A + A Kaas — 21 — — aw 1 


Fan — 


SATURDAY; Fauna. Wan 3 In Lex. 


Hs day's Goſpel is part of a diſcourſ | 

Chriſt made to the Jews, wherein he tells 
them, That he is the light of the world; and 
that whoever follows ” 6m walks not in darks | 
nels. Hence let us make it our petition to 
Almighty. God this day, that Chriſt may by 


our light ; that being in all things led by Vim, 
we may never walk in darkneſs. 


{ 


Let us Pray. 


FATHER eternal and everlaſting God, 
who in mercy to us ſinners, didſt ſend 
thy only Son upon earth, not only to redeem 
us by his blood, but likewiſe to teach us 
his word, and encourage us by his example, 
and thus to become a light to us in the way of 
ſalvation; mercifully Tas that we, who 
have faith. in thy Chriſt, may chuſe him for 
our light, and following him in all things, 
may be delivered from darkneſs, and con- 
ducted to life everlaſting. 
Give ear to us, O God, in this petition, 
becauſe, in this unhappy life, we are ever in 
danger of being led out of the way; We 


have many as to Abende us, and Which 
is worſe, we are too apt to deceive ourſelves, 

The devil is ever upon the watch, not only 
puſhing us into the open ways of death, but 
by his ſubtleties of ' pretended innocence, 


often contriving to ſurpriſe us into ſin. R. 


This, O God, we lay before thee, as a great 
dang er in this our unhappy n 

"The world has infimte ways, by which it 
leads us into fin, inviting us by example, 
encouraging us by cuſtom, and perſuading 
us by the number and character of thoſe that 
go out of the way. R. 7. his, O' God, we lay 


before thee, as a great danger i in this e our un- 


happy Hfe. 

Our inclinations and defires are treache- 
rous to us, in opening our hearts to all the 
charms of fin, and fo poſſeſſing us with the 
pleaſing impreſſion of this falſe happineſs, as 
to ſmother the light ef faith and confcieyce 


in us. R. This, O God, we lay before thee, as 


4 great danger in this our unhappy life. 
Our paſſions are ſo many blind guides, 
which carry us on with violence, but "ever 


out of the way; and yet ever pleading as 


much reaſon and juſtice to warrant their pre- 


tences, as if they were capable of no deceit. 


R. This, O God, wwe lay before, as a great 
* in iis our unhappy life. 
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Our own reaſon deceives us which ou ght 

to be our guide, often through wh hs in 

not diſcerning ; often through raſhnels, in 

not examining ; often through corruption, 

taking part with the worſt of our enemies, 

and every. way leading us into ſin. R. This, 

0 Gad, wwe lay before thee, as a great danger 
in this our unhappy life. 

Our deſires even of good often carry us out 
of the way, through our own indiſcretion or 
ill management, often perplexing us with 
vain and deceitful fears, often engaging us 
by falſe zeal in cauſes very unjuſt; and often 
— us into a ſpiritual pride, to the con- 
tempt of all thoſe who walk not by our rule. 
R. This, O God, we lay before thee, as a great 
danger in this our unhappy life. 

Our very duties and neceſſary buſineſs of 
human life are a ſnare to us; often poſſeſſi 
our hearts with immoderate ſolicitude, and 
making us unfit for the duties of the better 
part; very often diſturbing us with various 
paſſions, and often putting us upon methods, 
k that are oppretare, afflicting, or unjuſt, for 

gaining ſuch ends, upon which we are bent 
with eagerneſs, either through humour or 
intereſt. R. This, O God, we lay before thee, 
as a great danger in this our unbappy life. 

Theſe, O bleſſed God, and infinite other 
ways there are which carry us out of the 
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paths of ſalyation, and WAs into darkneſs, 


Where we muſt certainly periſh, if thou, 0 
God of mercy, doeſt os on us, and here 
is the, addition of our unhappineſs, that we 
live in the midit of theſe 2 and 22 

guides, we ſtand ſo much in need every day 
wn; their help, that we cannot be wholly ſepa- 
rated from them; and when we are moſt 
watchful againſt their deſigns, yet ſtill we 
are not ſecure. Such, O God, is our weak- 
neſs, ſuch our danger, as long as we are en- 
compaſſed with this heavy earth. 

' Wherefore, O Father of infinite mercy, we 


| appeal to thy goodneſs, to have compaſſion 


on us in our unhappy circumſtances, and to 
be our ſecurity amidſt the many dangers that 
threaten us. And fince thou haſt ſignalized 
thy love to us, in giving us thy only Son, 
not only. to be our ranſom, but to be. our 
light and our guide, vouchſafe to accompliſh 
this mercy, by giving us likewiſe thy grace 
by which we may be faithful in following 
him, and making his Goſpel the rule of our 
lives. For we confeſs, it is thus only we can 
be preſerved from that darkneſs, which other- 
wiſe attends us on every ſide. 

Receive this our petition, O God, and 
accordingly make us ſerious. by thy holy 
grace, in ſeeking what we now afk. Con- 
vince us of the folly and falſity of all thoſe 

things, 
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things, which have -hitherto deeeived us, 
make us ſenſible of the unhappy darkneſs, 
into which theſe lead their followers, and 
hence, give us, O God, ſuch a eontempt of 
them, as to think no unhappineſs like that of 
being fond of what-is ſo deceitful, and which 
by momentary ſatisſaction leads into eternal 
darkneſs. | 

Make theſe impreſſions, 0 Bleſſed God, 
we beſeech thee, on our hearts, which have ſo 


much of truth in them, of that truth, which 


is for our eternal intereſt. And hence may 
we with vigour and joy turn to that igen 
even Chriſt Jeſus thy only Son, adore 

as our God and Redeemer, and reſolve to 


follow him-as our only fate guide through 
this unhappy world, to the region of light 


and reſſ everlaſting. 


And thou O Jefus, turn to us with com- 
paſſion, and fulfil thy promiſe in us. Thou 


-haſt promiſed to draw all things to thyſelf, 


N us, we beſeech thee, and let the power 
of thy love and grace overcome our cor- 
ruption. 


For thou art a God of power, ho alone 
canſt make us happy. 

R. Thou art a God of infinite mercy, in 
whom alone we can conſide. | 

Thou art the light of the world, and all 


things out of thee are darknels, | 
Vol. XIV. L 


n 
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. Thou art the way which leads to life, 
and all other ways out of thee are the ways 
of death. 

Thou art the truth through which alone 
we can be ſaved. 

R. Thou art our ſureſt une if we 
depart from thee we are certainly loſt. 


Draw us therelorg, we  beſecch thee, to. 


thyſelf. 
N. And give us grace to 80 thee. 
Draw our 1 from the world, that we 
may not be led by it into ſin. 
R. Draw our hearts from ourſelves, that 
no degree of ſelf- love may deceive us. 


Strengthen ns againſt our own paſſions, 
that no violence of theirs may Carry us out of 


the way. 

R. Help us in lexamining our own deſires 
that we may never favour what is Bae in 
them. etz o! 

Thou art our r ſecurity amidlt all our 12 

r 
L K. And by Seeg thee, our light and 


our guide, may we come ſafe to the poſſeſ- 


fin of thee, who art life everlaſting. 
Hear us, O Blefſed Redeemer, and by 
thy grace make us thy faithful ſervants ; 
make us wile to eternity, that we may not 
deceive ourſelves in an affair, where a 
miſcarriage can never be retrieved. ' Let vs 
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no more take nature for our guide, nor the 
world for our counſel, nor the track of © 
cuſtom for a ſafe way; for this can be no 
leſs than madneſs in us, when we have thy 
word to teach us, thy example to invite us, 
and thyſelf to be our guide, our light and 
our way. O God, O God! when Wit 
thou ſo poſſeſs our hearts, that Jeſus may 
be to us our only light, that we may no 
more ſet our feet et in the ways of darkneſs 
and death | 


"LY ws Pray. 


\ (owns ANT,” Oo Lotd; ve beſeeth this, 
that our devotion. may become fruitſul 
through thy grace. For then only will our 
» Waſting be beneficial to us, "wha It is agree · 
n able to thy goodneſs- 
| O God, who chuſeſt UE to few mercy, 
Iman to be angry with thoſe, who hope in 
thee: Grant we may from our hearts 
ament all the fins we have committed, that 
Wo we may find the favour of thy comfort. 
. our r Lord . e Rom Wen | 
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Gospzl., Jotin viii. 46. to the End. 


TP this day's Goſpel, Chrift, our Redeemer, 
challenges the Jews to accuſe him of ſin; 


Which of you will accuſe me of fin? 
Being | blaſphemed 


| by them, he anſwers with 
eildneſs ; And they taking up flones to fling at 
him, he departs quietly out of the Temple. As 


this ſuggeſts, ſo let us now direct our Prayers, 


| Let us Pray. 

e e who haſt brought us to this 
holy time, wherein we begin to renew 
the memory of our Redeemer's paſſion: 
Mercifully grant we may have a true ſenſe 
of the myſterics we honour, and by ſuitable 
exerciſes ſo prepare our hearts, as to partake 


of the happy effects of all thou haſt wrought 


for us. | 
And ſince we are this day put in mind 
of the challenge Chriſt made the , Jews, 1 


accuſe him of fin: Grant we may be ſo cit. 
cumſpect in all our ways, and live ſo re. 
ſerved, that it may not be in the power 06 
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all our moſt watchful enemies, even of the 
devil; at this time, to accuſe us of fin. 
This ſanctity, we confeſs, O God, is due 
the time: For ſince our Lord Jefus 
Chriſt has conſecrated - this time by his 
ſacred paſſion, and ſanctified it by his 
blood, it is moſt reaſonable and juſt all his 
followers ſhould labour to diſtinguifh it from 
all other times, and fanctify It in the holi- 
neſs of their lives. 
And as for all that is ſinful, Hoh at all 
times we ought to avoid it, yet now we 
ovght to conceive a particular horror for it. 
For whereas thou, O God, haſt ſignaliſed 
this time by wonderful mercies, the abomi- 
nation of fin maſt be now the greater; and 
„wbereas every chriſtian is now called to the 
lus conſideration, and even: view of theſe” mer- 
cies; to fin now, is to ſin in the preſence 
of God's infinite goodneſs, which by a. de- 
a teſtable ingratitude ſo exaggerates every 


ble crime, that the molt Hardened of all lingers I 
kW muſt become hateful in their own eyes; if 

git they will but open them, to ſee what they 

= | do. - 

ind "Ari 5 a9 for us, O God, is not all the 
„hopes we have from the paſſion of Chriſt 

a our Redeemer, ſince it is by his blood” we 

5 are purchaſed, and only through his blood 


can obtain pardon of ſin, or any 9 hope 


L ij 
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to move thee to mercy ? Now here being the. 
foundation of all our hopes, how can we ex- 
pect the benefit of Chriſt's paſſion, if, at 
the very time of his ſuffering, we are un- 
mindful of the mercy, and are ſo far from 
making an intereſt with heaven for the for. 
givenefs of paſt ſin, as to be even then in- 
creaſing the number of our ſins, and by new 
'provocations' moving God's anger againſt us. 
O Jeſus, we confeſs this to be an ingrati- 
tude unworthy of the chriſtian name, to be 
then ſinning againſt thee, when thou art 
ſuffering for fin. For how little ſenſe muſt 
We have of thy ſacred paſſion, who know 
ihat our fins have opened thy wounds, and 
nailed thee to the croſs,” and yet ſtill go on 
with freſh additions to our ſins! O Bleſſed 
Redeemer! How can they pretend to love 
thee, who have no more regard to the love 
thou haſt ſhewed to them! How can they 
pretend to hope in oy who. hay" deſpiſe 
= mercy ! 2 07 YOM 
Hear: us har: 0 God. we beſeech 
thee, and grant we may live in this time, 
according to the ſpirit of the time; in the 
ſpirit of holineſs and true piety, in the ſpirit 
of recolleftion and penance, in the ſpirit of 
i the love of thee our God, and of adoration 
it "und mamas 0 all hey mercies. 
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In this method may we be ſolicitous to 
ſanctify this time, and, in union with Chriſt 
our Redeemer, endeavour to offer ourſelves 

a ſacrifice to thee our God. And as thy 
ae las ought to be pure, without ſpot or 
blemiſn; ſo may it be our care to purify 
our fouls, and render them ipatich.i in thy 
„night... 

1 Fab this end; may we carefully decline: all 
that i is unbecoming the ſanctity of this time. 
Let no idle entertainments waſte our hours; 
let nothing of vanity be favoured; let all 
kind of lightneſs and "cen baniſhed from 
us; and if there be any. prevailing weakneſs, 
to which we are ſubject, let it be our daily 
buſineſs to ſtand watchful againſt it. 

And as for our ſins, O God, by which we 
have. hitherto: provoked, thee ;. give us thy 
grace, we beſeech thee, to join with. our 
Redeemer, in making war againſt them. 
Ile ſaffered, leaving us an example, that we 
may follow his ſteps: And how can we 


follow his example, who ſuffered for ſing ex- 


ben e alſo in it in une and ſuffer 
ort. 


Ik we hive not dises let us now at leaſt | 


| begin to look upon ourſelves as offenders, 


and declare, that while: innocence; ſuffers for 
our iniquities, it is not reaſonable the offen- 
ders ſhould go unpuniſhed. Let us every 
L iv 
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one look upon our body as an enemy, as a 


contemner of God, a lover of itſelf, a 


friend of the world, and a ſervant of the 
devil. Let us pronounce ſentence againſt it, 
even that ſentence which was pronounced 
againſt thee, O Jeſus ; It is guilty f death ; 

let it be crucified, let it by crucified. 

And now, O God, give us grace to exe- 
cute this ſentence: For thy Apoſtle having 
aſſured us, That they that are Chriffs, have 
crucified the fleſp, and that we cannot expect 
10 be glorified with him, except we ſuffer with: 


him, and are planted together in the likeneſs of 


his death ; it is very evident that this ſentence 
muſt be executed; and that failing in this, is 
failing in the condition which thou, O God, 


haſt propoſed tor happineſs: 
Direct us therefore, we beſeech thee, in 


erucifying this fleſh of ours, in uſing a goſ- 
pel violence againſt ourſelves, in mortifying 
our evil affections, ſinful deſires, and all thoſe 
inclinations which favour corruption, and 
lead to fin. Let it not now be our buſineſs to 


contrive for what pleaſes, but rather for 


what puniſhes and diſpleaſes. For ſince cor- 
ruption and ſelf. love are ſtrengthened by 
yielding to them; they cannot be ſubdued 
but by being denied. And if there be 
pleaſure in following inclination ; that which 
crucifies, muſt certainly be with diſpleaſure” 
and puniſhment. 
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Hear then, O Jeſus, we ſee what our talk 
ought to be; and while we celebrate the. 

memory of thy crucifixion, how we ought to 
crucify ourſelves. Help us we beſeech thee, 
and ſtrengthen us in this duty, to which we 
are called, for nature is both weak and un- 
willing, and therefore it muſt be thy grace, 
which is to work this in us, and carry us on 
in following thy example. 

But however unealy- it be, we acknow- 
ledge it to be our duty, and we deſire to do 
it. We deſire that nothing of ſin may be 
found in us, nothing of ſin: And therefore 
behold, O merciful God, what we propoſe 
at this time, and what are the particulars in 
which we deſire thy help. | 

As to our paſt ſins, we deſire to repent on 
them from our hearts, and through thy grace 
reſolve. never more to return to them. R. 
In this, O God, we defire thy help, that 
nothing of our own paſt fins may be found in us, 

As to our prelent weakneſſes and fins to 
which we are ſubje&. we deſire to forſake 
them, and to overcome all thoſe inclinations 
which lead us to them. R. In this, O God, 
we deſire thy he!p, that nothing more of theſe ons | 
wy be found in us. | 

As to- all other inclinations, w dre 5 
effect of ſin, are in favour of ſeli-love or of 
any corruption, we deſire to deny ourſelves 


E 
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7 ſo far to crueify them, as m 
be proper for puniſhing our paſt ſinful exceſ- 


ſes, and for gaining; ſuch a command of our. 
ſelves, as may better ſecure us againſt the 


ulyal dangers of ſin. R. In this, O God, oy 
* 


_ defare thy. help, tbat fo welding vf fe n ma 
uud Dl 1 26W. 51 
In theſe particulars, 0 Bleſſed God, we 
deſire thy help: For ſince fin is to be-over« 
come, and it cannot be done but by this 
method, we muſt apply ourſelves to theſe 
particulars, if we propoſe a victory. Help 
us, we beleech thee, in what we propoſe; 
give us reſolution and courage, that now, 
in this time of the paſſion, we may learn to 
ſuſfer, learn to die to ourſelves, and thus be 


found without ſin. How happy would this 


time be to our ſouls, if we could now die to 
ourſelves, and me a nee ſacrifice to 
Sea 1 


Let 14 e | 
E helbecks then Almighty God, mer- 


VV citolly regard thy people, that by thy 
conduct they may be directed in body, and 
by thy protection be preſerved in * 
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Fa this day's goſpel, Chriſt, „ our „ 
ng with the ſeus, tells. them, that 
he was to 5 with them only a litile while, 
and that afterwards they ſhould ſeek him 
and not find him: Hence let ut direct our 
prayers this day to Almighty God, that by" our 


eb/tinacy or neglect we _y not ow a 7b 
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mercy, and by thy judgments awakens 
eit them to their duty: Grant, that we th 
ſervants may be ever mindful both of thy 
goodneſs and terror; ; and hence become ſo 
faithful to thee, as to find how infmite are 
the rewards of thy mercy, and wholly be 
itrangers to the weight of thy juſlice. 

That we may be thus wiſe, we beſeech 
thee, ſo direct us by thy grace, as nauer 
ta neglect the: preſent opportunity of findi 
thynmercy, upon the proſpect of what is ta 
come; hecauſe we are ſenſible, all fuck! 
neglect is a great teinptation; and that there 
is no ſurer way of falling under tliy judg- 


L vj 4 


7 G0, who "viſitoſt, thy. W hi 4 


* 


\ |; Fs 
. 
» ; 
\ 77 
| 
f & 
» i 
= 
S 
: ' 
l . 
5 
5 . 
Ss 
1 
4 


232 Monday in Pofſim Week. 


This was one of thy mercies, O. Jeſus, to 
the Jews, to inform them of this truth, that 
they had an opportunity of merey before 
them, that the time for laying hold of this 


mercy was but ſhort, and that if they neg- 


jected that time, their endeavours-of ſecking 


mercy afterwards would be fruitleſs, ſince 


they ſhould. ſeek, and not find it. A fright- 


ful truth; and hne was verified in them: 


And how eaſily may we become another in- 
ſtance of it! 

For what have we to truſt to, if we neglect 
"the preſent? Are we maſters of the time to 
— Is the leaſt moment of it ours, that 
we can mark it out, and determine it to our 
own deſigns? Our life is not in our own 
hands, and we may then have no being upon 
earth, when we have propoſed to work for 
eternity. 

And if God ſpares our life, and our bends 
after comes, what ſecurity have we of our 
health and ſenſes, and of all other circum- 
ſtances of life, as to be a good opportunity 
for what we deſign? And while there is this 
manifold — who can anſwer in 
common prudence the expoſing thus the 
greateſt of all concerns; ſuch a concern, that 


it. there be a wilcarriage in it, all“ is loſt, 


ments, than thus to deſpiſe wat may be 
done at preſent, and depend upon hereafter. 
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eternity is Toft,” without a poſſibility-of being 


ever recovered? | MN 
But if we ſuppoſe it again no diſappoint- 
ment as to all the circumſtances of life and 
health, yet who can tell but we may then be 
more unwilling to repent than now? Upon 
a long cuſtom of delaying amendment, we 
ſtall ſtill be more incſined to delay: And 
upon a long habit of fin, we hall find the 
difficulties of repentance greater? If then 
preſent "difficulties perſuade” at preſent to a 
delay, are not greater difficulties hereafter" 
likely to have a like effect? How falſe then 
muſt the dependence be upon waiting for 
greater difficulties for doing that, which for 
leſſer difficulties is at preſent left undone! 
But ſuppoſe that all ſhould be right, as 
to theſe particulars; yet ſtill the uncertainty 
is too great for an affair of ſuch concern. 
For it is moſt certain there can be no true 
repentance at any time without the particu- 
lar help of God's grace. Now what ſecu- 
rity can any ſinner pretend to, of having 
God's particular grace at that time, which 
he propoſes for repentance? The moſt juſt 
cannot be ſo ſecure, but they muſt work out 
their ſalvation with fear and trembling; and 
what then has the ſinner to truſt to?? 
Has God made any particular promiſes 
to ſuch ſinners, as negleck all his invitations 


* 
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8 mercy, and are purpoſely deaf to his calls,? 
e has promiſed mercy to thoſe that keep 


| bis law z to the upright and clean of heart; 


to thoſe that enter into his vineyard, when 
they are called; to thoſe that ſtand always 
prepared with their loins girt, and lights in 


their hands; to thoſe that are ever watching 


with oil in their lamps, for the coming of the 
ſpouſe; to thoſe that deny themſelves, and 
forſake all things to follow him. To all 
theſe he has promiſed mercy; and, if they 
fall not from their duty, they will certainly. 
him faithful in what he has pronuled. 
But as to. thoſe who neglect the offers of, 
mercy, who, being called — Almighty God, 
refuſed to come; who will not approach to- 
wards him, when he holds out his hand; 
what promiſes has God made to them, but 
only to for/.ke them in ibeir extremity, to be 


deaf at their calls, and to lay to "teal, 11 


knew you not? | 


O God, thus 1 haft "Aaglarad, . mus 


thou haſt made known the purpoſes of thy 
counſel to careleſs, delaying, and unrepent- 
ing ſinners. And can they have any grounds 


here to depend upon the ſupply of thy grace, 


to be waiting for their call whenever they 
propoſe to repent; It is plain if they have 


ſuch hopes, it is not a ſolid hope, built. on 
thy word, O God, but it muſt be a falſe 
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; ſuch as the devil ſuggeſts to keep up 
their 4 whom he deſigns to deſtroy. 

How far then from being ſafe is their _ 
dition, who having the offer of thy grace 
preſent, neglect ſuch mercy, and are fo far 
from hab whether they ſhall ever after 
have the like offer again, that they have 
more reaſon to apprehend being n for- 
ſaken by their God ? 

And What then is it we do? We are. at 
preſent in a time of mercy ; and whatever 
our ſins be, we have reafon, from thy pro- 
miſes, O God, to hope, that if we lay hold 
of this time, and firmly reſolving to change 
our lives, ſeek thee in the ſighs of heartyß 
repentance, we have reaſon then to hope, we 
ſnall find the effects of our endeavours, in 
the comforts of thy peace. 0 

But if we go on ſtill unmoved, notwith- 
ſtanding this invitation of mercy, who can 


tell but this delay may ſhut up God's hands 


againſt us, and be the deciſion of our eternal 
lot; ſo that though we come atterwards to 
ſeek, we ſhall not find the mercy we want? 
If chus it may likely be, and the Concern Is 
ol, eternity, what is it we do? 
Grant therefore, O God, we may fert- 
ouſly conſider the advantage we have offered 
us, in the preſent opportunity of repen- 
tance: Grant we may in earneſt turn all 
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our endeavours for making the beſt uſe of 
4 d as' m__ * 1 our ernten com. 
ort. | 

»May we 16ſ ne more Hine in fraitlef 
purpoſes, but now, from this moment; re- 
folve- upon entering into the ways of pe- 
nance, ſince the good uſe of one fortnight 
may become te us a bleſſing of eternity. 


8 O God, as now is begun 


the more {tri&t and Wiemn faſt, ſo now let 
us obſerve it in ſuch a way as may be a pu- 
niſhment of ſin, and an humbling of the 
ſinner. Let us not now conſider what is law- 


ful or allowed, but what is due to our unwor- 


thineſs, and what our ſins deſerve; and 
thus, with the hand of juſtice, puniſh an 
offender, which deſerves to be puniſhed. 
And this not only in faſting, but with a 

eral ſelt-denial, that our humiliation may 
be anſwerable to our fins; and as ever 
ſenſe and faculty, both of body and ſoul, 


have joined in offending, ſo they may all 


ſuffer for it, and be made ſenſible, that it is no 


ſmall thing to have forſaken their Lord and 


their God. 


{With this, O' God grant we may join a 
ſerious examen into all our ways; and ab- 
ſolutely breaking off all that is ſinful, reſolve 


likewiſe upon forſaking all the ways that are 
in favour of ſel-loye and the world, and evi- 
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dently lead to ſin; ſince it muſt certainly be 

a cheat, to pretend to renounce ſin 1 yet 
Nil to live on in the ways that lead to it. 

Hence, O God, may we apply our whole 
ſoul to the endeavours of making our peace, 
by humiliation, contrition and tears; con- 
feſſing all our paſt i iniquities, and, by loud 
cries of an humble heart, ſoliciting for thy. 
mercy. And in this, O God, may we be 
not too haſty; but remember chat perſever- 
ance is neceſſary for 1 unworthineſs to 
find favour in thy fight: 

But yet let us not ſtop here, but after this 
conſider, what our life ought to be for the 
future, that we may live thy ſervants. And 
in this, O God, we beſeech thee to difect 
us, that we may not take falſe meaſures, and 
thus be diſappointed of all' the good we 
propoſe. Let us not here take counſel of 
the world, nor cuſtom, nor of thoſe wha. 
have been companions or encouragers of our 
paſt follies. No, my God, let us not make 
choice of ſuch deceitful guides, but reſolve 
upon becoming followers of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel. This is the way to life; and, that 
we may walk in this way, grant we may daily 
inform ourſelves what the Goſpel teaches, and 
make choice of ſuch a guide, as is beſt 
qualified for ſecuring us againſt all miſtakes. 
Grant, O God, that in this method we 
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may employ this holy time, and not hazard 
that to hereafter time, which N to be 
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Let us Proy. 


I ANC CT IFY to us, we beſeech thee, O 
Lord, our faſls, and | Rag us the Per- 
don of all our ſins. 

We beſeech thee, O Lord, N to thy 
faithful health both of mind and body; that 
being conſtant in good works, they may be 
always ſafe under thy protection. Through 
our Lord 1 N e * 8 Son. | 
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IN this Pk 5 Goppel, Chrift being afied. A 
his en relations 10 go up te Jeruſalem, 
10 celebrate the feſtival that was their Rept, 


-refuſed to go with them, but followed after- 


Jvards, as it were in private: Hence let us 
direct our prayers to Almighty God, and beg 
of him this day his grace, for the due obſer- 
; wance of bis holy time, in whicl wwe 'now are. 
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GOD, who knoweſt the np babe 
to which we are ſubject in the obſer- 
vance of ſuch times, as are ſet apart for thy 
greater glory, and the good of our ſouls: 


Grant us, we beſeech thee, a true ſenſg/of 


all ſuch abuſes, and give us ſtrength to 
amend them, that all obſtacles being remo- 


ved, we may receive the benefit of my way: 
inſtitutions. 


And ſince oies Bleſſed Rededivine, in the 


celebration of the feſtival day, refuſed to 


join himſelf in company with his on rela- 
tions, though they were going to the temple, 


becauſe he faw them diſedifying, through 


pride and unbelief; give us grace likewiſe 
in our method of this holy time, not to 
follow all example; but to ſeparate from all 


chat, though in our relations, Tau 8 
ae eeable to the ſanctity of it. 


We confeſs. O God, it is thy 1 mercy 
to appoint us times, wherein our thoughts 


are called from the buſineſs of this world, 


to provide for a better; but we. confeſs: too 
(for ſuch is our ſtrange perverſeneſs) that we 
abuſe all thy holy ordinances, and take ſueh 
liberties in favour of our own corruption, 
that the deſigns of thy goodneſs ſeem almoſt 
iruſtrated in us. 
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One great occaſion of a general abuſe in 
this matter, is from example; we ſee what 
others do, and hence, without farther exa. 
mining, we take this for rule enough, and 
reckon ourſelves ſafe, as long as we tread in 
their ſteps. But, O God, how many con- 
ſiderable failings, diordcrs,: and fins, may 
we copy out by this deceitful' method, ſince 
many practices have no other authority but: 


the number of thoſe; who join in Soing out 
of the way! 


Wherefore, O ur ther: beſvech thee, 
that, being directed by th 


grace, we may 
fet up no other rule to ourfelves, but what 
thou haſt recommended; and ſince thou 
Haut no where ordered us to follow all exam - 
ple, nor given this the authority of a ſafe 
rule, preſerve us here from all preſumption, 
and may we never build our peace of con- 
ſcience upon ſuch a foundation as will not 
bear it. 

Chriſt has given himſelf to us for an 
ple; commanding us to learn of him; 
and thy holy ſervant St. Paul calls upon us 
1 be followers of him, as he is a follower of 
Chriſt, Here then is our rule, and it ought 
y practice fo to follow this rule, 
that the life of Chriſt may be manifeſted in 
us. But as for all others, ſince the great 
Apoſtle encourages us no otherwiſe to follow 
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him, but only as he is a follower of Chriſt, 
it is certain we mult not ſet any others above 
St. Paul, and take their hr. upon-truſt; 
but only fo far, as upon due examination it 
ſhall appear, that they are the followers of 
Chriſt. Let thy Chriſt therefore, O- God, 
be our rule, and not any herd, but only 
as far as they follow him. EMH 
_ Having made choice of this rule, let 
nothing have power with us, that is diſ⸗- 
agreeable to it; and therefore, ſhutting our 
eyes againſt the common method of the 
world, let us take no notice of what others 
do; but rather conſider what is due to the 
time, and what the neceſſities of our nn 
require us to do. 

If we conſider our ſins, and all our r paſt 
provocations againſt heaven, what  puniſh- 
ment is due to them? What — — 
are neceſſary for moving God to mercy? 
What endeavours mult they be, which —— 
reſtore us to that ſtate from hence we are 

fallen? 0 
lo great ought our contrition to — 
for obtaining mercy in the pardon of our 
ſins. And being ſo very unworthy, as we 
are, with what ſighs and tears and im 
tunity of prayers, ought we to ſolicit God 
for granting us the grace of a ſincere re- 
pentance? Have we this grace at command? 
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Or may we not fear, that if by long humi- 
liations we do not turn away God's anger, 
he may puniſh us in the denial of what 
No aſk, and give us up to a reprobate ſenſe ? 


What ſtrength of grace do we want for 
overcoming our preſent infirmities, which 


daily lead us into ſin; for overcoming the 
infinite temptations of this life, for ſtanding 
againſt the corruption of the world, the 


violence of our paſſions, the ſnares of ſelf. 
love, and the endleſs dangers with which 
we are encompaſſed. ' 

How much do we ſtand” in need of the 


favour of heaven to give us a true know- 
ledge of ourſelves, and of the ſtate of our 


ſouls; to make us ſenſible, how poor a 
thing this life is, compared to eternity; and 


how great is our folly in being more ſolicitous 
for this ne mt. chan for an everlaſting 


being. 


"Theſe, O God, hs all our other neceſſities 
may we ſeriouſly conſider, and then aſk this 
one queſtion; whether in ſuch dangerous and 


unhappy cireumſtances we ought to regard 
what and how little others do; or rather ſee 


cohat and how much is neceflary for us to'do, 
tor obtaining what we want of Almighty 


God, for the remedy of all our evils, and 


being ſecured by his grace in the 8 ot” 


future happineſs ? 


i. 
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Let this, 0 God, be our 1 conſi- 
deration; that ſo. we. may learn. from our | 
on nece//ities, what we have to do; and be 
taught by theſe, what ought to be them 

ployment of the preſent time. | 

It is a great. mercy thou granteſt us this- 

time, in which the paſſion of our Redeemer. 
both encourages us to hope in thy goodneſs, 
and ſhewing. how rigorous is the Pubiſhment 
of ſin, teaches us how much we ought to 
fear its guilt, and what our endeavours 
ought to be, to be delivered from it. 

The time therefore calls upon us to give 

thanks. to thee, our God, for our redemp- 
tion, through the blood of thy only Son; 
and our thankſgiving: ought. not to be in 
words only, but in life; in conſecrati 
that life to.thee, which thou haſt purchaſed 
at ſo dear a rate. | 

Now if juſtice in a particular manner at 

this. time demands this life to thee, how 
careful ought we to be not to let ſloth, 
elf. love, the world, or any ſinful paffon 
conſume our thoughts or hours? How zea- 
louſly ought we to employ them both in bets - 
ter exerciſes, and renouncing Whatever is 
unbecoming the ſanctity of a holy life, to 
turn ourſelves to thee, our God; to . 


and praiſe thy infinite goodneſs, and ac- 
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knowledge, in the moſt grateful manner, 
thy mercies to us unworthy ſinners. ..- 
But ſince we cannot turn towards thee, 
to Praiſe thy -mercies;; but the fight of our 
manifold unworthineſs — a reproach 
to our conſcience; hence, we beſeech thee, 
O God, to give us a true ſenſe of our ſins, 
and teach us = make ſo .good. a uſe of this 
time, that we may partake of the mercy 
of it, and through the blood of our Re- 
deemer, cancel al the guilt of our patty ini- 
quities. 
If we have reaſon to apprehend che wei ;oht 
of our ſins, and of thy judgments, what 
muſt we do! Will a ceremonial obſervance 
of a holy time ſet all right again? We know, 
O God, it will do nothing: Grant there- 
fore, we beſeech thee, that according to 
our ſins, we may take ſuch a method, as 
they have made neceſſary for making our 
peace with thee, and thus endeavour to 
ſanctify this time by humility, contrition 


and penance, which are the ways of the 
eroſs. 


Let us Pray. 


W beſeech thee, O Lord, that our 
faſting may be well-pleaſing in thy 
fight ; that cleanſing us from all our fins, 

we 


— 
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we may be ſanctified by thy grace, and made 
partakers of thy eternal felicity. 

Grant us, O Lord, we beleech” thies, 
perſeverance in thy ſefvice,” that now In our 
days thy faithful may increafe both in num- 


ber and goodneſs. Fhrough our Lord Jus 
8 Wy Son. 


Wroneevar IN Passion Werk. 2 


Ta N this day's Gopel,, Chriſt, to convince. the 

unhelieving” Fews, appeals to his works ; 
declaring to them, that theſe bear teſtimony. that 
he is the Son of God : Let us hence make it our 
petition to Almighty God this day, that by the 
ſame proof we may ſhew” ourſeboes the diſciples 


of Chrift, and that through him we dejire to fe 
— e 


| PA 2 Pu 


OO GOD, who in thy mercy hait called 
us to be the diſciples of Chriſt, thy 
only ſon, whoſe name and faith we profeſs 3 
grant, we beſeeeh thee, that we may really 
be what we profeſs, and not only own it 
with our lips, but likewiſe ſnew it in the 


general method apa EI of our lives. k 
Vol. XIV. 5 etre M * 


2 
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Grant we may ſhew it in the ſame manner 

us Chriſt proved himſelf to be the Meſſias to 
the Jews ; that in this point we may be the 
true followers of our maſter, For we con- 
feſs, O God, our profeſſion muſt be vain, 
till our works are a proof whoſe eien we 
Wee. 11: 
Words are the language of the lips; but 
our works are the language of our hearts ; ; 
and till we have reaſon to hope that our 
hearts are right with thee, what can the 
language of our lips avail us? What can 
it profit to ſay, we are thine, if by our 
works, it appears that our hearts are far from 
tnee 

O God, thou haſt ſufficiently expreſſed 
thy averſion againſt thoſe who ſerve thee m_ 
their lips, and not with their heart; gran 
therefore, we beſeech thee, that we may ho 
afraid of falling under this unhappy charac- 
ter, and never be ſo much blinded, as to reſt 
with any confidence in that which thou haſt 
declared ſo diſpleaſing to thee. | 

May our hearts, O God, be thine, as 
thou requireſt, and may we have the com- 
fort of ſeeing the proof of it in the fruit 
they bring Een For then only can we 
have true peace of conſcience, when follow- 
ing the directions thou haft given us, we 
judge of the tree by the fruit, and by our 
works judge what our hearts are. 
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- Hear us, O God, in this great point, and 


ſuffer us not to deceive ourſelves: For what 


muſt we be but miſerable, if in this we are 
blind, or inſincere, or admit of any deluſion! 
We are all very ſenſible of this, and therefore 
fearing ourſelves, from the experience” we 
have of our miſery, we make our addreſs to 
thee, and beſeech thee to 1 all miſ- | 
take. 2 

Give us grace, we beſeech thee; to befor 


our lives in every particular, wherein we 


have hitherto departed from the Goſpel or 
done any thing unbecoming the Diſciples of 
Chriſt. And how much, O God, have we 
to reform upon this account ! | 
If we look upon all the ſeveral ways of our 
pride, paſſion, and uncharitableneſs ; if we 
conſider the ways of our floth, ſenſuality, 
and great love of the world, if we - examine 
all our injuſtice, corrupt affections, ill ex- 
ample, and daily ſolicitude for things of this 
life, far above eternity, with all the other ill 
cuſtoms to which we are ſubject, what can 
we find in all this account, that are the cha- 
raters of Chriſt's diſciples! | 
O God, we muſt confeſs our words, our 
aQtiotis, our general way of living are wholly 
diſagreeable to what we profeſs ; and if the 
meaſure of our hearts be taken from what 
eee in our lives, there will be 
| ! * 
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more reaſon to believe us the diſciples of the 
world, than of Chriſt, and that we are more 
governed by ſelf. love and ill cuſtom, than by 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And have we not then great reaſon to 
reform, and great reaſon to implore thy help, 
O God, to be ſerious in this affair, ſince we 
are fo unlike what we profeſs, and fail in 
this great point wherein we are to be judged! 
Help us therefore, we beſeech thee, and give 
us both light and ſtrength to amend, that our 
lives may be conformed to our profeſſion, 

and we may have the comfort of ſhewing in 

our works, whoſe Diſciples we are. Hear 
us, O God, in this our petition, and merci- 
fully grant our prayer. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Chriſt, have mercy on us. 

., Grant, O God, that having undertaken to 
follow Chriſt, we may no more be conform- 

ed to this world. R. We befeech thee hear 

. 

Grant that — undertaken to follow 

Chriſt, the works of the fleſh may be no more 

found in us. R. We beſeech thee hear uc. 

Grant we may put off the old man with his 
N acts, and now learn to die to ſin. R. Ne 
befeech thee hear us. | 
Grant-we may no more be led by corrup- 


tion, but as the ſoldiers of Chriſt, reſolutely 


. v % 
{7 
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fight againſt all inclinations to evil. R. We 
beſeech thee hear us. | 


Grant, we may no more ive offence to 


any, nor in words or actions be a ſcandal to 
our neighbour. R. We beſeech thee hear 1s. 


Grant, that ike good trees, we may bring 


forth good fruit. R. We beſeechthee hear us. 


Grant, we may do all things to edification; 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant we may abound in every good work. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Grant, we may be as ſo many lights ſhin. 
ing to the world, in the midſt of a perverſe 

generation. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Grant, we may in all things walk worth 


of our vocation. R. We e thee hear 


Us. 
Grant we may put on our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and live by his Spirit. R. e el 


thee hear us. | 
Hear us, O God, in theſe our petitions, 
and mercitully grant our requeſt, ſince 
having undertaken to follow Chrift, it is moſt 
reaſonable and juſt we ſhould follow him; it 
is reaſonable and juſt his life ſhould be mani- 
teſted in ours, and that we ſhould ſhew by: 
our works, that it is by his Spirit we live. 
This is our duty at all times, but moſt par- 
ticularly at this, when the memory of thy 
mercies to ſtrongly call upon us, and the 
M nj 


/ 
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aa effects of thy infinite love to man 
N us to be faithful to thee. Let there- 

fore now, O God, we beſeech thee, a lively 
ſenſe of our duty quicken our ſouls, and con- 
vince us of the great obligation we have of 
being watchful againſt all evil, and living 
up to thoſe rules, which thy goodneſs has 
preſcribed | us. 

We beſeech thee therefore, O God, Wie. 
ever has been hitherto the unhappy method 
of our lives, let us now change it, and with- 
out ſeeking glory with men, ſo live, that as 
many as have ſeen us the ſervants of the 
world and of ſin, may now ſee us the ſer- 
yants of Jeſus Chriſt, and the followers of 
his Goſpel 

Let 1 world, O Lord, no more govern 
us. R. Amen. 

Let not company, or ill- example, lead us 
out of the way of thy commandments. R. 
Amen. Alte 
' Let no ſort of exceſs any more be found in 
us. R. Amen. 

Let neither ambition, nor r pride, nor va- 

nity appear in our words, or actions, or 
WM in any thing belonging to us. R. Amen. 

Let not ſelf. love, or any evil inclination 
prevail in us fo as to do any thing diſagree- 
able to the character of a Diſciple. R. 
Amen, | „ 


unn 1 
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- No, my God, let nothing of this be found 
in us. All theſe are the evils, of nature; 
and it is no wonder, if they appear in the 
natural man; they are agreeable to inchna- 
tion, and it is no matter of ſurpriſe, if they 
are ſeen, in the heathen and unbeliever, 
who has no other rule but his own will and 


preſent convenience. But to be found in 


chriſtians, who believe an eternity to come, 
who have received the Goſpel, and under- 
taken to be the followers of Tefus Chriſt, who 
know all theſe ways to be evil, injurious, to 
their eternal: well-being, forbidden by. the 
Goſpel, and contrary to the life of. Chriſt; 

for theſe. evils to be found in chriſtians, to be 


their daily ſtudy, and general practice; this, 


O God, is ſo very wonderful and ſcandalous, 
that we beſeech thee to deliver us from acting 
thus contrary to our profeſſion, and from 
having a part in laying 2 canon on the 
chriſtian name. 

Rather, O God, ſhew mercy and give us 
a ſpirit anſwerable to the name we bear. 


Make us ſenſible what it is to be a chriſtian, 
and what are the obligations of this character; 


and give us ſuch grace, that by the practice 


of that charity, that humility, that. contempt. 
of the world, that juſtice, that ſelf-denial, 


which the Goſpel preſcribes, we may be a8 
ſo many witneſſes of Chriſt, and living ſacri- 
SW 
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ces, by which r. ama, * God, may be 


_ glorified. 
San 1-017 [£7 15 $1.3, 
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0 60 of merey, „ eailighren the dem 
of thy people by this holy faſt, and ſince 
all our devotion is the effect of chy bounty, 
be favourable to us, and hear our prayers. 
Sive ear to our petitions, Almighty God, 
and having taught us to confide in thy goods 
nels, let us not fail in the uſual effects of 
thy mercy. Through our Lord you ner 


thy Sn 
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Tuvxspav IN Pazs10N War. 
Io this day's Goſpel, Aaviing af Som of 4 
woman, a ſinner, (Mary Magdalen) coming 
to Jeſus, as he ſat at meat in à Phariſees 
houje, and waſhing | his Feet with her tears, 
wiping them with her hair, kiſſing them, and 
encinting them with ointment ; let us beg of 
Almighty God this day, that Wwe may come ta 
him, at-this holy time, in the ſame ſpirit of pe- 
nance at this ſinner, and with her hear thoſe 
words of comfort, thy ſins are forgiven thee. 
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© OD, who calleſt ſinners to repentance, 
and by the wonderful effects of thy: 
mercy encourageſt them to-confide in thy 
goodneſs, grant we may receive the benefit 
of this day's leſſon, and by the remembranee 
of thy mercies, be encouraged to repent of 
our ſins, and never to loſe our hope j in thees 
We confeſs, O Jeſus, great is the power 
of thy mercy, when we ſee not only a ſinner, 
but ſo infamous and public a ſinner at thy 
feet; and ſo far from being rejected or re- 
proached for the number or ſcandal of her 


crimes, that thou undertakeſt her defence 


againſt the phariſees, and publiſhing: her-re- 
pentance, ſayeſt not one word of her ſin. 
O Jeſus ! How great. muſt be the ſin of 
deſpair, while thou thus manifeſteſt thy 
mercy. to ſinners! For who can pret 
there is not mercy for them, while thou haſt; 
publiſhed to finners how overflowing thy" 
mercy is, and that they cannot fail of find- 
ing in thee the bowels of compaſſion, if they 
can but find in themſelves the ſincerity of a 
true converſion |! | 
-Wherefore behold, O God, we backs dow 
down and acknowledge this truth; inſinite 
and adorable is thy compaſſion, thy mercy, 
and thy goodneſs to ſinners; and whatever 
My 
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be the horror or number of their crimes, 

they cannot fail of finding in thee the bowels 

of compaſſion, if they can but find in them- 
ſelves the ſincerity of a true converſion, | 

May this mercy, O God, now invite us, 

who confeſs it; and fince we can doubt 
nothing on thy part, grant that nothing may 
be wanting on ours: Give us grace, not only 
to deſire, but to labour in the endeavours of 
a true repentance; and ſince we have ſuch 
an approved example ſet before us this day 
2 we may make that our rule, and by 
owing it, find the fame comfort and mer- 

cy which Magdalen did. 

May we begin our converſion with a fin- 
cere deſire of finding . Chriſt, upon the 
conviction that we are certainly miſerable 
without him, and cannot poſſibly have true 
comfort or ſolid - peace but in him, and his 
favour. | Upon this motive ' puſh us on, O 
God, and confirm us in the reſolution of 
ſeeking Chriſt, and of informing ourſelves 
from the beſt hands, where, and by what 
means, he 1s to be found. : 3 
And may theſe our reſolutions be ſo nach 
in carneſt, as to ſpare no pains, nor let any 
dffculties diſcourage us in our undertaking. 
We plainly ſee what our penitent did in her 
ſæarch for Chriſt; ſhe found him at dinner, 
2nd 1 in 2 houle of a Phariſee, an bene 
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Now though ſhe could not but know that 
thruſting herſelf i into a ſtranger's houſe; was 
ſubject to great exceptions; that tears at a 
banquet were unſeaſonable; that to interrupt 
an entertainment with private buſinefs Was 
very importune, that to preſent herſelf in 
public, was to provoke both deproagh: ow 
confuſion z all this ſhe muſt knows: 17:4 24 

And yet without delay ſhe ruſkas: in 
amongſt the gueſts, and lets none of theſe 
difficulties either put off, or — her ont 
len. er 


0 God, bbw refolute: is true repentance h | 


How attempting is divine love! How very; 


unlike is it to our nice Way! How far 


from allowing thoſe exceptions which we 
take for juſt, and think ſufficient: warrant; 
tor ſeeking an eaſier way, or n en till 
a better ſeaſon ber zul olim og 
Zut now, O God, we beſerch 'thee: give 
us more courage, even ſuch, as to carry us 
on, where we foreſee reproaches; and can 
expect nothing better than to be pointed at 
for ridiculous, or cenſured for hypocriſy. 
The way to Chriſt is generally — theſe, 
and may we no more, O Jeſus, except a- 
gainſt che conditions, 0⁰ en 4 Hale we 
can come to the. glg 9 
Having thus begun, give us robes 0 
God, erent our pattern: e com- 
0 ; M vi 
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ing to Chriſt, went behind him, and there 
threw herſelf at his feet; this was the effect 
of her repentance, humbling herſelf under 
the ſenſe of her unworthin ess. 
May this, O Bleſſed God, be the happy 
effect of our repentance, to work in our 
ſouls a moſt profound humility; by which 
we may judge ourſelves the moſt ungrateful 
of all — and moſt unworthy to appear 
in thy preſence; and admire thy goodneſs, 
who will admit addreſſes from ſuch vile 
worms: Grant us, O God, this humility; 
that upon the knowledge of ourſelves we 
may daily confefs our deſerts; reſign our 
puniſhment to thy juſtice, to afflict as thou 
wilt; and no more confide | in entern n 
wholly" in the 

May this humility, 0 God, be accom- 
panied with the tears of contrition, ſuch as 
confiders our vile attempts againſt our God, 
and being ſeized with confuſion, breaks 


forth into tears to lament its unha 


Great reaſon ſhould we have thus to lament, 
did we but truly fee the foulneſs of our fins. 
0 God, lay all my fins before me, and give 
me a true ſenſe of my unhappy ſtate, that 1. 
may here lament them, and by a ſincere re- 
pentance prevent that eternal horror, bien 5 
otherwiſe is due to my unworthineſss. 
May we ſtill go on ſeeking thy — — 
ſnewing — to others; in helping, and 


ſerving, and comforting the poor, who are 
the feet of Jeſus. Thou haſt manifeſted, O 
God, how prevailing this charity is With 
thee, fot; obtaining thy mercy-: Grant there - 
fore that what we ſo much want, we may 
ſeek in ſuch a manner, as thou thyſelf h 
ſhewed it is to be found. How much have 
we waſted upon vanity, folly and ſin! May 
we now make a better ſacrifice of what re- 
mains, and by charity endeaveur to make 
ſome atonement for all our vain and nul 
extravagance, 

Carry us on, O God, in this mathed of 
repentance, and may we do all with that 


ſincerity, as to obtain thy merey in the for- 


giveneſs of our ſins. If we can obtain this, 
O God, how much reaſon ſhall we have to 
praiſe; and love thy goodneſs !. It is a great 


effect of thy mercy to preſerve us from ſin 
amidſt the general corruption of ourſelves 


and the world; and ſuch a+ mercy. which 
challenges our love. But, O God! How. 
much greater ſtill is it to raiſe a foul from the 
depth of fin, to purify him from all his filth 
oy the blood of thy only Son, and fo to 
change his heart, as to make him have a 


horror of all chat das taken his Ment from 


thee! 8 
"This. 0 Bleded God, is ind a — 
bone I Vi reign to love tees: May we 
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| therefore be ſo juſt to thy goodnels, as to 
conſider all the miſery- and flavery from 
which thou haſt reſcued us, and thence en- 
deavour to proportion our love to the great- 
neſs of our ſins, and to that :nfinate my 
by which we have been delivered. 

This may we do at all times, but winds fi 
pecially at this, when the memory of thy 
mercies, and of all thou haſt done for fin. 
ners, is renewed in us. May this time be a 
ſummons to us, to recal all our diſſipated 
and wanderin thoughts, to withdraw our 
hearts from all that is vain or ſinful, and to 
turn our whole ſouls to thee. As we know 
we have offended thee throughout the whole 


courſe of the year, ſo let us give this time 


to repentance, and with Mary Magdalen, 


let us now caſt ourſelves, at thy feet, O 


Jeſus, and jn thy ſacred paſſion ſee what 


reaſon we have to grieve at all our ſins, and 


forſake them; what reaſon we have to hope 
in thy mercy, and to love thy goodneſs, 
which has undertaken and lultered. lo much 
for our lalvation. 145 kate oi e 
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2 RANT, we beſecch ey "alas 
| God, that the dignity of human na- 
ture, which has been + wounded by -excels;- 
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may be healed by the remedies of modera- 
tion and temperance. 

We beſeech thee, O Lord, have mercy 
on thy people ; that forſaking thoſe things 
which are diſpleaſing to thee, they may find 
comfort in keeping thy law. — our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Sons: -- 
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7 HIS Day's Goſpel ſets before 1 4 conſult 
and reſo ution of the Phariſees. and chief 


prieſts, who being informed f - the miracle 
wrought by Chriſt, in raiſing Lazarus to life, 
conſider what they are to do; and upon tempo- 
ral motives reſolve to deſtroy him. Whence let 
us. make it our prayer this day, to as delivered 


1 rom mu uch ee and ee. 


— * 


Let: 1 Prey 


GOD, "ho in |. .this. reſolution of. the 
moſt learned and pious among the 
Jews, haſt ſhewed us how great is the 
blindneſs of paſſion : Mercifully deliver us, 
we beſeech thee, from this-evil ; that bein 

ſeeured by thy grace from this; we * in | 
this one be deliyered from many. 
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Who would not have expected, that after 
the evidence of fuch a miracle, wherein the 
Divine- Power appeared, the religious leaders 
of the Jews ſhould have conſulted about ac- 
know ledging Chriſt for the Meſſias, and ſur- 


= rendering themſelves to ſuch. convincing 
| proofs of his miſſion ! But, O God, it is all 


the contrary. They confeſs this miracle, 


| befides many others, which evidently ſpeak 


thy power and approbation ; and yet they 
think of nothing but deſtroying him that 
wrought 1t. 


O God! This is a frightful example- of 


the great extremities, into which men. may 
be inſenſibly led by prejudice, obſtinacy, in- 


tereſt, and the love of human glory. Mer- 
G1 defend us, O Almighty God, from 

any of theſe taking poſſeſſion of our heart : : 
For if theſe” once gain the command, we 


confeſs we are expoſed to the worſt of evils; 


and are in danger of being carried contrary 
to reaſon and faith. 

Qur neceſſities, in this unhappy life, 
oblige us to a dependence on this world, 
8 to variety of 1 with it; and ſuch 
is our weakneſs, we are apt to be 10 paſſion- 


ately bent on this earthly and momentary 


concern, as to give it the firſt place i in our 


ne ro: and 7 7 this t to neglect What! is — 
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This unhappy paſſion governed in the 
preſent counſel of the Fewws. For though 
God ſpoke to them in the miracles wrought 
by Chriſt,” which with undeniable —— 
called them to the knowledge of the ſaving 
truth; yet they attend not to this call, nor 
apply themſelves with ſincerity to examine 
or conſider it; but the concern of this world 
prevailing, in their hearts, their ſolicitude 
is confined to this, and therefore they thus 
deliberate: What do be This man does many 
miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men 
will believe in him, and the Romans will come 
and take away bath our place and nation. Thus. 
with learning and ſeeming piety, earth takes 
place of heaven; and the concern is not 
how to ſecure this, but not to loſe that. 

Deliver us, O Bleſſed God, from this 
unhappy extreme; and though it be our 
misfortune to have a dependence on this 
world, yet let it be thy mercy to us, to keep 
this concern within its due bounds. Mode- 
rate in us, we beſeech thee, all worldly 
cares and deſires, and let none of theſe have 
the command of our hearts. - 

Teach us to be juſt in all things, and 
moſt eſpecially in this, of giving to heaven 
and to our ſalyation the preference to all 
earthly concerns; and never to think of 
ſecuring a worldly, intereſt by expoling that 
which is eternal. 
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Let no ambitious thoughts, or defire of 
ens prevail in us againſt —_— nor any 
y law, 


preſent advantage ke l place o 

O Gad, we here confeſs before thee he ne- 
ceſſity of what we now aſk, and likewiſe the 
abſolute dependence we have on thy grace: 
Since whatever our pretence be to moral 
Juſtice, yet we have no ſecurity of being juſt 
in this great affair, but only by thy grace to 
enlighten, direct, and ſtrengthen us. 
For as to ourſelves, O God, how.often 
are we: miſled! How often do we deceive 
ourſelves ! If worldly cares preſs upon us, 
how eaſily do we find reaſons to diſpenſe 
with duty, and plead in favour of the greatelt 
injuſtice! If cuſtom or company {ſolicit 
us, in caſes where the Goſpel and our own 
conſcience are a light to us, how often does 


the apprehenſion of reproach carry us quite 


contrary to all we know: It any worldly 
_defires grow ſtrong and violent in us, if 
vanity, or ſloth, or ſenſuality, or intemper- 
ance, or the love of money prevail, how do 
theſe command to the I of all that is 
eternal! AI 

We do not own in plain terms bat it i. is 
better to forſake the ways of righteouſneſs, of 
truth, and the Goſpel, than to loſe: the 
fatisfaQions and advantages of this life; but 
ve do what we dare not 12105 and then 
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under ſome poor colour of reaſon, which 


we know to be counterfeit, we endeavour to 
give peace to our ſoul. 


O God, we are ſubject to 10 monchi of this 


deceit, that of ourſelves we are always in 
danger ; and how often are we zealouſly car- 
rying on cauſes contrary to all that is right 
and juſt, when we ſeem not to ſuſpect our- 
ſelves to be one ſtep out of the way! A little 
prevention of judgment, from education, 
prejudice, or paſſion, is enough to put us 
upon this injuſtice : And if this happens to 
be in favour of any temporal honour or 
intereſt, or has any pride or ſtubborneſs of 
temper, to concur with it, in this caſe, O 
God! how deſperate is our condition, while 
we are above the power of all that is earthly, 


and nothing leſs than a miracle is capable of 
undeceiving us. 


Theſe being our unhappy circumſtances, 


what have we to do but to fly to thee, our 
God, for help, and to take refuge in thy 


Fatherly Protection! We confeſs, O God, 


in this alone is our only ſecurity : For as to 
all the abilities of natural wit, all the accom- 
pliſhments of learning and experience, and 
the beſt advice of friends, all theſe are ſubject 
to the ſame deceit, and no confidence can 
be placed in them, but with hazard of being 
miſled, and taking part with i 2 I 
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Wherefore, behold, O- God, diſtruſting 
all that is worldly, we come to thee, the 
only increated being, the fountain of light, 
the unerring truth and guide: From thee 
we aſk the protection of this poor, blind, 
and yet preſuming clay; beſeeching thee 

in thy mercy. to ſecure us againſt onrſelves, 
— to prevent all thoſe miſchiefs, into which 
our raſhneſs or blindneſs will otherwiſe lead 
my | 

Take from us, O God, all confidence in 
| ee and make us fearful of all our 
ways. Be thou a light to our light, and 
mercifully direct both our reafon and judg- 
ment. Suffer not theſe to be corrupted or 
bribed in favour of any thing that is ſinful, 

unjuſt, or falſe: And when any degree of 
paſſion, inclination, or Wan intereſt 
begin to work in us, then, O God, be 
thou our counſel, and direct us; give us a 
diſtruſt of all our own reaſoning, and let 
us not then think it a fafe guide. For though 
it ſeems juſtifiable in. us to act according to 
our reaſon and judgment, which are the 
light and guide thou haſt given us; yet 


if we firſt ſuffer that light, which is in us, 


to be blinded; and that guide, thou haſt 
given us, to be corrupted ; can we then ſay, 
it is juſtifiable in us to follow them; and 
that if we are led by them out of the way, 
it is then without fin? 
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No; my God, this we cannot ſay without 


deceiving ourſelves. For do we not know 


above all doubt, that both our reaſon and 
judgment are ſubject not only to great miſ- 
takes, but likewiſe to be blinded, corrupted, 


or examination? No, we cannot, but 
acting unreaſonably, and being accountable 


for all the errors or injuſtice 1 into which we 


are led. 


Help us therefore, O God, in this point; 


help us in examining our ow] reaſon,” and 


to be watchful againſt every thing that is 
likely to render it an unſafe guide. And 
as thou haſt ordered us to follow it, when 


it is found upright and fincere, fo give us 


grace to diſcern and withſtand it, as often 
as it is corrupted or blinded, and in ſuch 


caſe not to reſolve or att ith better ad- 
vice. 


againſt injuſtice and error; it is only b 
this we can be ſafe from the blindneſs and 
obſtinacy of the Jetos, in not regarding the 


works of the Divine Power, and in perfe- 


cuting innocence. '- And if it be thy Holy 


Will, let ſome proof of this wiſdom now 


appear in us, by the good uſe of this holy 
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and- bribed ? And can we think it ſafe: to 
depend on ſuch as theſe: without exception 


This wiſdom, O God, we beg of thee; 


becauſe 1t 1s only by this we can be ſecure 


— 


286 Saturday in Paſſion Week. 


time. This we are called to by the miracles 
of thy goodneſs wrought for us at this time. 
And if we let theſe paſs unregarded, having 
our thoughts and our time carried away by 
floth, ſel -love, and the world; what do-we 
in chis, but imitate the blind Jun, and copy 
out their ſins? From which we beſeech thee, 
O God, to deliver us. 


Let us Pray. 


TE beſeech thee, O Lord, mercifolly 
infuſe thy grace into our hearts ; 


that overcoming our ſins by voluntary mor- 
 tifications, we may rather "ſuffer for them 


in this life, than be condemned to eternal 
torments for them in the next. 

Grant, we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
that we who ſeek the favour of thy protec- 


tion, may be delivered from all evils, and 


ſerve thee with a ſecure mind. Through 
our Lord Aae Chriſt thy Son. 
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[ V this day's Goſpel Chrift Aaretels bi ap- 
proaching death to his A poſtles, and then 
diſcour ſes rus with them for their etna: 


and inftruſtion ; Except the corn of wheat 
falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone, 
but if it dies, it brings forth much fruit. 


and he that hates his life in this world, 'ſhall | 


keep it to life eternal: Hense let us raiſe 
our hearts this day to. Almighty God, both 
in thankſgiving and prayer, as this ſubject 
direfts. : > ) 


Let us Pray. 


WV adore thee, O Jeſus, and give thee 


thanks, for that being God, Infinite 


in Majeſty and Glory with the Father, thou 


waſt pleaſed to humble thyſelf, and become 


as a grain of wheat; not to bring fort! 


fruit, but by being caſt into the earth, and 
dying. | 150293 bo 
"We bow down and praiſe thy name for 
this thy | humiliation ; we magnify thee for 
ever, 2 the fruit thou haſt brought forth; 
and, O merciful Redeemer, how ought we 
to bleſs thee ; that we, ſuch unworthy crea- 
tures, are part of this fruit, raiſed from cor- 
ruption and ſin, and from the worſt of 
ſlaveries, to be co-heirs with thee of heaven, 
and partakers of thy Glory ? £ 
If thou hadſt wrought this work for us 


by the ſole act of thy will, and the pure 


effect of thy grace, it had been even thus 


. 
— 
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a mercy, for which infinite thanks had been 
due; but ſince thou haſt done it Sack 


greateſt of humiliations, by ſtooping 1, 
than the very loweſt of thy creatures, 5 
dying, and being caſt into the earth as a 
[act of wheat, and thus bringing forth 
uit: This, O God, is a mercy we ought 
to remember and adore all our lives, but we 
can never acknowledge it as we ought. 
- Give us however, we beſeech thee, a 
due ſenſe of it, ſuch as may ever dwell in 
our hearts, and be a daily conviQtion to us, 
how much we are bound to love thee, hey 
_ fearful we ought to be of offending thee, 
and how ſolicitous to walk in ſuch ways 
as thou haſt taught us, both by word, and 
by example. 

Particularly. we aſk, 0 God, that the 
ſenſe of thy mercy may lead us into the 
practice of this day's leflon ; that by dying 
we may learn to bring forth fruit; and by 
hating our life in this world, may learn to 
keep it to life eternal. 

This we petition. for; becauſe, as thou, 
0 Jeſus, our head, ſo. we likewiſe thy 
members, are as ſo many grains of corn: 
Fruit is expected from us, and we know, as 
thou baſt ſaid it, the grain, except it dies, 
brings not forth Guin: Teach us therefore, 

we beleech thee, to * * we may og 
| orth 
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forth che fruit thou expecteſt from us. 
Teach us to hate our life with fuch hatred, 
as in effect is the trueſt love we can ſhew 
to our own ſouls. 


Whatever therefore has been hitherto our 


misfortune in loving ourſelves, or the world 


too much, and placing our happineſs in the 


fatisfaQion of our own corrupt defires, 


pardon, we beſeech thee, all this ſinful 


excels, and now ſhew mercy to thy ſervants, 
in rectifying both our judgment and our will; 


in convincing us what is the true happineſs, 


which above all things we ought to deſire; 


and inclining us to thoſe means by which it 


is to be obtained. 
Convince us, O God, that nature being 


corrupt, it is a chriſtian s happineſs not to 


follow it, but to ſtand againſt it; not to 
yield, but deny it; not to live, but to die to 


it ; and that the more we die to it, the 


greater reſemblance we have with our head, 
and are in the ſeeurer way of bringing forth 
fruit to eternity. 

This, O Jefus, is what thou haſt taught 
us; thou, who knoweſt what our corrup- 
tion is, and by what means heaven is to be 
gained; thou haſt expreſsly declared, that 
we muſt deny ourſelves, and even die to 
ourſelves; and that if we do not comply 


with this condition, we can neither be tay 


Vol. XIV. N 
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Diſciples on earth, nor have hopes of fol. 
_ lowing thee/to heren 1% bn 
12 „ God, we here profeſs benen 1 is the 
place we deſire; and if it be not to be ob- 
tained but by denying and dying to ourſelves, 
what have we been hitherto doing ! + 
Our life has been divided between floth, 


ſelf- love, and the world, we have offered. 


thy bleſſings a' ſacrifice to pride, and fin: 


And our general endeavours have been to 


ſtudy and gratify our own defttes, This, O 
Jeſus, is contrary to what thou haſt taught, 
and yet all this time we have called ourſelves 
ty Diſci pes 

Bleſſed Jeſus, let thy grace bare now its 
effect in us, and change this unhappy method 


of our lives; that as we pretend to the 


happineſs of another world, and to gain 
it, not by ourſelves, but by thee; ſo we 
may labour fer it, according to what we 
profeſs; and that is, not by following 


nature, but by doing thy Holy Will, and 


walking in thoſe way 5 which thou haſt 
auger . 
And ſince thy word aid will is axkdent 


in this point, that thy followers muſt deny 


and die to themſelves; prepare us, we be- 
ſeech thee, by thy Holy Grace for the 
practice of this leſſon; that as we deſire to 
hve on with the hopes of heaven, ſo upon 
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examining our method every day, wre _— 
find that we are going on in ſuch ways 
thou haſt: ſhewed us, and which lend to 
heaven. Hence, O God, be now re | 
to us, and grant our petitions. -  * 

Grant, O God, that we may deny o our- 
ſelves in all our inclinations, which are either 
ſinful, or lead to ſin. R. Ne una Jive 
hear dawn” 136 

Grant we may be aaly upon the wiaek; 
as to all inclinations, which are in favour 
of ſelf-love, or of any ne" R. ated 
beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant, we may trialy able al vile 
paſſions and affections, and deny them in all 
thoſe particulars, wherever they can be 
ſuſpected of ſuch exceſs, as is either ſinful, 
or prejudicial to the liberty and peace of the 
ſoul. R. We beſcech thee hear u. 

Grant, we may be watchful againſt all 
tas ways of pride; and ſince it is ſo contrary 
to that humility, which thou requireſt in all 
thy followers, that we may deny it in all 
its branches. R. We beſeech thee hear uus. 
Grant, we may ſtrictly examine the 
ways, which the world: and cuſtom recom- 
mend, and deny ourſelves in all thoſe, which 
are in favour of corruption, and diſagres. 


able to that ſpirit, by which thou, O ſeſus, 
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didſt live, and haſt commanded us to ive. 
R. Me beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant, we may deny ourſelves in all thoſe 
| chi ings which poſſeſs. our hearts with exceſs, 
and take — off from that love, which 
is due to thee our God. R. He vg thee 
amt Us. n 

Grant nt according to the anful li 

bt we have taken, ſo now we may in 
proportion deny ourſelves. R. We ogy 
ln hear us. 
Grant, we may duly obſerve Sis: holy 
time, and ſtrictly deny ourſelves in ever 
thing, that is not agreeable to the ſanctity 
and great Ry of it. R. We rd thee 
hear us. 

Hear us, 0 God, we betend thei oy 
grant theſe our petitions, that we may not 
be wanting in this fundamental practice; 
and that profeſſing ourſelves the Diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the general method of our 
lives, may not be n I to what he has 
mir nar { 

We acknowledge, O Bleſſed Redeenier, 

we have no confidence of ſalvation but 
beer thee; and that even this confidence 
we muſt loſe, if we depart from the ways 
which thou haſt ſhewed us. What there- 
fore can we- expect, if inſtead of denying 
and dying to ourlelves, we are unacquainted 
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with the practice, and make it our daily: 


ſatisfaction to ſeek and gratify ourſelves in 
all that lies in our power, having no other 
reſtraint, beſides what pride, nen or 
human reſpects lay upon us? 

Thou knoweſt, O God, what is our 
unhappineſs in this point, and how difficult 
it is for us to remedy it. And therefore we 
now implore thy mercy to help us: O God, 
when wilt thou come, and ſo take poſſeſſion 
of my ſoul, that I may defire no other life, 
but to live to thee; that I may deſpiſe the 
ſatisfactions of nature and the world, and 
even hate all that part of life, which theſe 
offer. Teach me, O d Jeſus; this holy hatred, 


that ſo my life and my love may be Cm 
in thee. | 


Let tus Pray. 


beſeech thee, O Lord, that the 
: people confecrated to thy ſervice, 
may improve in all the affections of piety; 
that being taught by holy exerciſes, they 
may be ſo much the more enriched: with 
ſpiritual gifts, as they become more une 
ble to thy Divine Majeſty, 

Protect, O Lord, we beſerch thee, thy 
people, who make ſupphcation to thee, 
and purifying them from their ſins, make 
N nj 
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them wiſe to eternity, that, by preſent com- 


forts, they may advance towards everlaſting 
happineſs,” e er our e oth b i 


D 


PALM- SUNDAY. 

g* this . we: remmemorate the A 
entrance of | Jeſus into ſeruſalem, when 

the people, ſome few days before his paſſion; 
Loving ſpread their garments in the way," and 
earrying-) branches ef Palm in their hands, 
attended him on every fide with loud acclambtions 
Joy, crying cut; Hoſanna to the Son of 
avid, blefled is he that comes in the hame 
of our Lord; Ho/anna in the higheſt; and 
| en 80 le 1 us 1510 110 a our fraperi. 5 


DA S 5 WH Le us Pray. 
Bl SSED Jeſus with this views 3 2 
titude we join our voices this day, and 

while the Fezws blaſpheme 'thee, the Phari- 

ſees and Chief-Priefts feek to deſtroy thee 

While infidels know 'thee- not, and evil 

_ chriſtians deſpiſe thee, we with thy attend: 

ants on this day confefs thee to be the Son 
of David, to be the Son of God, to be true 

God and man, Redeemer of the world, 

bleſſed for evermore. 


11171 


eee 3 
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We bow down, and adore thee, our God, 
oy our Saviour; we confeſs to the whole: 
world, that thou art worthy of praiſe, and 
glory, and benediction; that thou art in- 
finitely holy, infinitely just, infinitely mer- 
ciful, and jnfinitely adorable; and we with 
With all our hearts, that all nations of the 
carth did now, with us, acknowledge thy 
name, confeſs thy power, and, in profound 
adoration, pay the homage chat i is due to 5 
glory of thy majeſty. 

Oh! That we could now i what is 
wanting in them! Inſpire us, O God, we 
beſeech thee, to do what is well pleaſing 
to thee; and While we pe and weak, 
accept at leaſt of our deſi re. 
We acknowledge thy ſupreme power, and 


that to thee, and to thy Holy Will, al 
things in heaven, and on earth, ought to 


be ſubject. That as this pions people ſpread 
their garments under thy feet, to make them 
ſerye to the glor, of thy triumph; ſo all 
things, whatever belong to us, ought to be 


laid at thy feet, both to confeſs the ſub. 


jection of all to thy Holy Will, and that 
all being thy creatures, all ought to. von- 
itibute.to to thy glory. 

While we acknowledge this with; our 
bps, let it be the effect of thy grace, O 


Bod, in us, that we may do what we . 


N iv 
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Confeſſing therefore . thee, -O Jeſus, to be 
our God, and our Lord, give us grace 
to ſurrender ourſelves this day, and lay” all 
that belongs to us at thy feet. O Bleſſed 
Jeſus ! How many millions of Martyrs have 
given their life and their blood for the 
glory of thy name! And how infinite is the 
number of thoſe thy faithful ſervants, who 
have deſpiſed both the honours, and riches, 
and all the ſatisfactions of this world, to be- 
come thy Diſciples! Theſe have laid not 
only their garments, but their hearts, their 
hves, themſelves, and all this world, at thy 
feet, that thou mighteſt be glorified in them. 
And what then do we, who undertake 
to be thy followers? Have we really laid 
doun any thing before thee ? If we lock at 
dur perverſe, worldly, and ſinful hearts, 
there are ſo little figns of theſe being thine, 
that we have reafon to apprehend their be- 
longing more to the world than to thee: | 
If we look at our clothes, we have often put 
on ſuch; as vanity, if not vice, has ordered 
us; but when have we laid down any, that 
thou mighteſt be glorified in our humility ? 
If we look at our converſation, and common 
Way of living, we plainly ſee how much we 
are under the Ae of corruption, of 
prodigality, and human conſiderations; but 
where and when have we renounced any of 
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theſe ways, to follow thine, and to convince 
the world, that nature is overcome in us, 
and that we are a part of thy triumphs? _ 
Thou knoweſt, O God, what reaſon we 
have here to complain againſt ourſelves : 
But now we appeal to thy mercy, both to 
forgive what is palt, and to reform what is 
to come. And for this end, we beſeech thee, 
that at this holy time we may find a change 
in our hearts, and even ſuch an one, that 
we may be willing to renounee all tlie ways 
of our wonted corruption, and reſign our- 
ſelres entirely at the feet of our Redeemer, 

Here, O God, may we ſurrender our 
will, our defires, our afteCtions ; our con- 
verſation, the method of our Has, our 
clothes, and above all, our hearts; with an 
earneſt and ſincere petition, that they may 
all become ſubject to the will of our Re- 
deemer, be regulated by him, and lie under 
all the reſtraints of his law; that ſo not the 
world, nor our own will, but Chriſt, _ 
both dwell and rule in us. bo 

Thus, O Blefſed God, it ought to be, 
Ae thus -we .defire it may be in us. Oh 
Happy, change! Could we ny this che 
eſtect of thy mercy at this time! What a 
comfort would it be to find all our inward 
and outward man depending upon the will 
of our — and nothing capable of 

N * 
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us, but what has his authority te 
* it? O Jeſus! When wilt thou 
come, and thus wholly govern in my foul! 
It is thus it ought to be, if our hearts go 
along with the ceremony of this day. For 
what are the palms, but the arguments 
of thy victory, O Jeſus, over ſin and death, 
and the emblems of thy triumphs ? Now | 
what have we to do in carrying palms in thy 
triumphs, if we have no part in thy victory? 
Thoſe, who are yet flaves to the, enemy, 
cannot triumph with the conqueror; for 
chains belong to them, and not palms. 
Now if the true ſtate of our ſouls was to be 
laid open, which olghet we to end palms, 
or chain??? 
O Jeſus, thou knoweſd what we are, and 
chan knoweſt what we deſire to be. If we 
are ſtill ſlaves, it is an unhappineſs we la- 
ment, but cannot approve zi-and it is a ſtate 
e muſt acknowledge very diſagreeable to 
the ſolemnity of this day; ſinde if we 'tire 
{ttt} captives to fin, it is certain we have no 
right to the palms; and we cannot hold 
them in our hands, but they are a reproach 
ſotour conſcience. t 91633 
But, O God; as 80 ane is our Rate, 
ſa far we: own: ourſelves under confuſion : 
But then we defire the palms may be a 
pledge of: that victory, which we propoſe, 
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and, through thy grace, reſolve to under - 
take. If we are ſlaves, we defire no longer 
to be, ſo; we deſire to diſengage ourſelves, 
and break all our chains; and let the palms 
we take (have taken) this day, bear wit- 


neſs againſt us, if we are falſe to what we 


here propoſe. 1 9 
„Give us therefore, we belvech abu 
true ſen'e of all our: failings, but —ç 
ally of thoſe which are moſt prevailing in us, 
and have moſt contributed to our paſt flavery: 
And now mercifully ſtrengthen us with ſuch 
grace, by which we may be enabled to over- 
COme them. 0 14 
Conſider ee 0 cen 1 all 
our weakneſs ; and according to our neceſſi- 
ties, ſo, in thy goodneſs help us. Grant us 
A ſincere heart, that we may not live under 
any, kind of deceit, but with reſolution 
puiſye our deſigns. Give us courage to 
nicet all difficulties, and eſpecially thoſe, 
Which we have created to — 1 by ill 
cultom, and which are not now to * 151. 
- Seeds but by violence. „ gt 
dasTheſe, O. God, we deſire! to beni, 
becauſe theſe are our bonds, which keep us 
Supdive ʒ and till we are at liberty from tliem, 
We can have no right to the palms of this 


«day- As long as we are dragged on by the 
tent of gur own. ill cuſtoms, we are 


N V 
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under the command of fin, the old man 
reigns in us, and how then do we belong to 
the victories of Chriſt? O God, we do not, 
in ſuch captivity belong to them. 5 
Grant therefore, we may now ſeriouſly 
undertake this victory, and reſolve to make 
war againſt ourſelves; and if, from this 
time, be: ſhall cowardly yield to our uſual 
weakneſſes, in prejudice to the cauſe we 
have now eſpouſed, then, O God, let the 
ſight of theſe palms be a reproach to us, for 
being falſe to the cauſe we have undertaken, 
and bern g the intereſt of the Golfe to 
an enemy whom we have abjured.. 97 
Help us, O jeſus, in this day of thy tri· 
und; and give us grace ſo far to join with 
thee, at leaſt, as to find in our hearts a fin» 
cere deſire of overcoming firs This we "aſk 
of thee with all our hearts; and Tkewiſe fo 
mercifully t aſſiſt us, as to becomplin our 
defires in effect, 
For ts end, beliold, O Bleſſed Redeem - 
er, thou, we are unhappy in our infirmi- 
ties, ard have not yet overcome them, yet 
wenow yield ourſelves thy captives, to do 
and order ell things in us, as thou pleaſeſt; 
we lay ourſelves at thy feet, and beſeech 
thec to · extend thy victories to us alſo; and 
by whatever diſcipline thou pleaſeſt, to bring 
us into an entire aan Thus, O Jeſus," 


— 


-- 


v.09 Wo fr wenn 
E 


Monday in Holy Weeks 301 


make us this day a part of thy triumph, that 
it may be to us a day of bleſſing; for there 
can be no-greater diene to Why" thaws t 7 
thus overcome. 


* hk 
J 3 = 
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e, 10 Pra. TAL me 
| EMIGHTY and everlaſting God, who 
haſt been pleaſed that 'our dear Re- 
Fave ſhould take upon him our fleſh, and. 
ſuffer 'on a croſs, to give us an example 
of humility; mercifully grant we may 
always improve by the inſtructions of his 
patience, and have a part in his holy Re- 
ſurrection. er er the ſame Lord yon 
CR N 
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2215 day's Goſpel is a relation of Jeſus 


geing to Bethania, where Lazarus war, 
whom: he 'bad- raiſed from the dead, and who 
now ſat with him at the table; where likewiſe 
Mary * the feet of Jeſut with precious- 
orniment; and Jadas excepted again the 
expence, pretending. it. might have been better 
laid out upon the pours Haus let us eres our 
prayers £3; 1 | 


with thee at thy tabſe. 
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Fa be I” 4 . a ; - : 


I.LESSED be thy name, O Jeſus, for the 
encouragement and comfort thou giveſt 
us, in going to the hauſe of Lazarus and 


Magdalen, and becoming their gueſt: Both 
theſe thou hadſt raiſed from the dead, and 


ſhewed repenting ſinners what privileges 


they may expect from thy infinite LOI: 


teedin g 


of being viſited by thee, and 
We 2 * 'Q Bleſſed 1 gur 


| os. are a great diſcouragement to us; and 
looking at the many and great provocations 


of our life, they are a terror upon our 
ſpirits; ſo that we cannot help crying out, 
how dare ſuch unworthy ſinners to appear 
before thee | How can we expect favours 
from thy hand, who deſerve nothing but 


judgments 
+ Theſe are the argumente by which. our 


fears increaſe, dejection grows upon us, even 
with the danger of deſpair 5 and we have 
little hope left to encourage us in..the.uſe of 


ſuch means as thou haſt appointed for our 

good. Thus nature and temptation are opt 
10 work in us, to the great prejudice of jour 
ſouls. r 17 W aeg 


0 ter Hegi 
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Bleſſed therefore be thou, 0 Jeſus, who, 
knowing our miſery, haſt provided us help; 
who in thy viſit to Lazarus and Mary, haſt 
wen us this aſſurance” and comfort, that, 
though ſinners are under thy diſpleaſure, 
and muſt expect the effects of thy juſtice; 
yet repenting ſinners, who are ſincerely 
converted from the evil of their ways to à 
new life, may not only depend upon thy 
mercy, but even expect thy tayour to be ſig- 
nalized to them in particular bleſſings. 
For what elſe does thy viſit ſpeak to us 
this day, who comeſt uninvited to the houſe 
of repentance, for ſueh is the houſe of 
Lazarus and Mary; who offereſt thyſelf 
to be their gueſt, and to receive the expreſ- 
ſions of their love to thee! This, O Jefus, 
is a loud call to us, to bid us confide in thy 
goodneſs, and not to fear our ſins, if from 
our hearts we have forſaken them. This 
bids us raiſe up our hearts in expectation of 
thy 'bleffing; and even with the hopes of 
apr admitted gueſts at thy table. ' 7 
0 Jeſus'''this ſeems above all belief, that, 
ple there has been ſo much unworthinefs, 
usein us, unhappy finners, there ſhould de, 
Wer this; place 25 thy favours. But this 
OMerciful Redeemer, commends thy infinite 
goodneſs to us, who thus ſtrongly encou- 
ve ſinners to repentance, and by thels 
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WW ivvitations: of thy love; declareſt hong.” great 
1 is thy defire of their ſalvation. 
Wherefore, O moſt Gracious Redeemer, 
we moſt earneſtly. beſeech thee, that in oved 
with theſe . of thy mercy, we may 
cCe.onſider all our evil ways, all thoſe ways 
| of fin and death; wherein we have hitherto 
1 walked, and have departed from thee, our 
„ light, our dife, and our God; that we may 
examine, with the belt attention we are 
able, all our ſinful cuſtoms, corrupt affec- 
i tions, and all other diſorders of our lives; 
: that we may forſake them, and by a true 
4 repentance prepare our ſouls for thy pack 
But then, O moſt Gracious Lord, 
this petition we now make to thee: 8 
| our repentance may be ſincere, that we 
I may not only have a paſſing ſenſe of our 
I" unworthineſs, but from our hearts deteR. 
I all the evil we have done; that we may 
1 break all the bonds of fin, forlake all the 
Wi: occaſtonsof it, and lamenting our iniquities 
Is with the tears of an humble and contrite. 
1 heart, may be truly converted to thee, and, 
i} b. Lazarus and _— be raked: to a neu 
F | 11 311 te 
US |. This, O God; iothe petition we lay before: 
thee” this day; and we. beſeech thee; in thy 
mercy to grant it: For what can it profit us, 


to acknowledge thee our God 1 in prayer, to. 


b 


— 
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the confeſſion of dur ſins; either 
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confeſs our iniquities Wen thee, to ſigh at 
the unhappy ſtate of our ſouls, if we ftalh; 
go on with our unforſaken fins, let oorrup- 
tion and the world govern us, and will not 

take the pains, which is —— bu 


refor mation of our lives. 


O jeſus! we confeſs, nothing of this with 
Gs; neither our faſting, nor prayers, nor 
alms, nor keeping of bark or weeks, nor 
bowing! don, nor ſtri breaſt, nor 
fighs nor 
tears, no «of alt this wilt do, i we 
let fin ſtill reign in us, and do not beartihy 
labour to become new creatures in thee, 
Chriſt” Jeſus, our Lord. Be merciful theres- 
fore to us, O God, and grant this aut pe- 
tition, on which our eternity depends: 
Grant our x ance may be ſincere. 
And that we may have the fuller aſſuranes 
of our converſion, we beg that we; may fee 
the fruit of it; fuch fruit as appeared in 
Lazarut and Mary ; that we muy pour? 
forth our: ſouls in à lively faith, in fervent 
prayers,” in acts of religion, as a ſweet odout 


in thy preſence; that we may open our 


hearts to receive thee our Lord, and enters, 
tain thee at thy aun table; that we may, 
ehtertain/:thee at our own in (the; perſons! 

the poor, _ be our Nr ang, 
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in com forting them in their mileries, and 
Arie up their tears. 

This argument, O God, uf 4. . — 
eonverſion may we find in us, that, like 
Mary, we. may be free and generous in 
whatever is for the expreſſion of our zeal 
towards thee: Ibat we may not, like E 


grudge either our labour, our time, or 


money, where they may contribute 10 thy 
glory: That we may not be too nice in 
examining, how far we are obliged by 
precept? how far thy commands lay a tie 
upon us? how far we may go? and what 
are ſo the utmoſt bounds, that to go beyond 
them would be evidently n. 

-- Theſe queſtions, ' O God, may we never 
aſk: For however tolerable they may be in 


ſuch happy ones, as have never loſt their 


baptiſmal innocence; yet certainly they are 
not to be allowed in thoſe, Who having 


| many ways tranſgreſſed thy law, and lived 


in rebellion againſt thee, have been again 
received into the favour of thy mercy. For 


from theſe there is ſo much due upon the 


account of love and gratitude, of humility, 


fear and penance, that if they ſeem to 


ge, and are unwilling to do any thing 
=T what they are expreſsly commanded, 
it. is very plain they have not à due ſenſe of 


their owa ſtate, and much leſs of the favours 
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received from thee, O God, not at all due 
to them, but the pure effect of thy mercy 
and gdodnels. « 5813 1. 

This ſenſe was not wanting in penitent 
Magdalen ; for had ſhe taken this'niggardly 
way, ſhe had never fallen at thy feet, to 
wal them with her tears, and wipe them 
with her hair; ſbe had never perfumed 
thy facred bead with precious ſpikenard, 
ſince ſhe no where could find any command 
for ſo doing; therefore ſhe aſks not this 


queſtion, but only conſiders how ſhe may 


manifeſt her grief for fir, her love and gra- 
titude for thy ſingular mercies; and leaves 
not theſe to be meaſuted by commands, who 
faw her own fins,” and thy goodneſs towards 
her, to be without meaſure. 

Grant us, O God, this generous wirt 
and may this appear both i in our repentance 
aud love: Seeking no more for the utmoſt 
bounds''of the liberty allowed, but rather 
endeavouring to ferve thee without bounds; 
as judging the moſt we can do to be too 
litils ; and that when we have done all we 
are able to do, n {till emen ſer- 
vants;2 N 
May this spirit, 0 God, particularly at 
this time, appear in us, ſo as to think — 
pains or time too much, in conſideration of 
thoſe great mercies we now commemorate! 
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Here, O Bleſſed God, let nothing of Judas 
de found in us, by grudging, or thinking 
much of what is to be done for thee. Rather 
let the conſideration. of all our unworthineſs, 
and the hopes of mercy, puſh us on to 

ur forth our Touls to thee; and this in 
uch a manner, that we may with due 
Teverence- approach to thy table, and find 
our endeavours approved in the relreſtung 
e of thy * bleſſings. 


Let 15 Pray. 


RANT, we beſeech ae Almighty 
God, that we, who through our infir. 
ph ſink under ſo many troubles, may 
receive comfort through the paſſion, 'of thy 
928 Son, our Lord eus Chriſt. 7 
Help us, O God, our Salvation; and 
t we may with comfort celebrate the 
memory of thoſe myſteries, by which we 
have been redeemed. Thro our Lord 
8 Chriſt de Son. 5 
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i nt 
ON this day. is read the paſſin of eur 


Saviour, and e, let us direct 
ef . a 
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0 GOD, who haſt mercifully 3 
us to this time, wherein we comme 
morate the ſacred paſſion of our Redeemer, 
Jeſus Chriſt ; grant us, we beſeech thee, 
ſuch light and grace, that we may make 
good uſe of this time, to thy greater glory, | 
and our own everlaſting good. ig 
When we look on ourſelves, and fog the 
unhappy ftate of our ſouls, our many and 
Bs neceſſities ſhew . us what reaſon we 
ave to lay hold of thi th time, and nat to let 
it pals without our beſt endeavours for make 
ing an advantage of it. 

How loud do our paſt iniquities cry out 
for this, which by their manifold guilt are a 
terror upon our ſouls, and have no poſſible 
remedy, but in the paſhon of Chrilt ! | 

How loud do our preſent fins cry out for 
this, which are a daily contuſion to us, and 
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almoſt caſt us into deſpair, and have ne 
poſſible remedy, but in the paſſion of Chrilt! 
Our infinite weakneſſes, our great cor. 
ruption, the endleſs temptations, the many 
datigers and ſnares of this life, how loud, 
* loud, do they call out for this, having 
o poſſible remedy but in the paſſion of 
Chu! 88585 
Which way Sever we look, whether 
upon what is vaſt; preſent, or to come, we 
ſee "odrſelves miſerable, and without any 
poſſibility of help by ourſelves ; ſo that if we 
reſt with any hopes there, we add to our 
miekortune, and it muſt end in deſpair. 
Our only help is from Chriſt, our Re- 


deemer, our Mediinebe: our Prieſt, and our } 


Sacrifice, who has offered his Sacred Blood 


as the price of our tranſgreſſions, and under- 


taking to be our Advocate with the Father, 


is become our hope; ſo that whatever dif. | 
couragement we have from our Gn un- 
worthineſs, we have ſtill hope through him. 
Wherefore, O God, we beſeech thee, 
ſince we know our only 'help to be from the 


paſſion of Chriſt, ſhew thy mercy to us, 


and teach us to lay hold of the preſent op. 
portunity. Thou haſt conſecrated this time 


by the blood of our Redeemer, and by it 


has he overcome both ſin and death: Grant | 
therefore that his victory may now appear | 


Wnt, Boy a 8 am a. 
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in us, that no > ſin or corruption. may now 
1 in our 4 8 but his grace, by vhm 
fins 1 is overcome. 

Grant, that what Chriſt bas fanQified, 
we, may not make common, but may like- 
wiſe ſanctify it in our lives. Who knows 
but theſe few days, well employed, may be 
the means of our eternal peace, and that 
ve may find ſuch beneficial returns of our 
good endeavours from the hand of God, as 
to obtain both grace and ſtrength for a new 
life? 0 


paſſion of Chriſt, chere is nothing ſo great 
but we may expect it from the divine boun- 
ty, if we are but ſincere in ſeeking it, and 
ſolicitous to obtain it. Such mercy gives 
encouragement and hopes to all degrees of 
ſinners ; and none, under whatever want, 
can deſpair; but thoſe who are either in 
loye with their miſery, or will not take pains 
to be delivered from it. 

lf we were left to ourſelves, we ſhould 
e have iult reaſon to deſpair; becauſe from 
' [ourſelves there is no help, nor any, the 
lealt grounds for hope: ſuch weakneſs of 
itſelf. can fall, but of itſelf it cannot rife 
again: Thus poor and miſerable are we; 


nothing but deceit. 


Where mercy is ſo overflowing, as in the 


ſo that if we truſt in ourſelves, we truſt in 


N 


| 
| 
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But now, O God, as- thy mercy has 
profited for us, 4700 70 Chriſt Jeſus to be 
our advocate, and to plead for us; aſking 
nothing in our on name. who are un wor. 
thy; to be heard, but in the name of thy 
only Son, in whom thou art well pleaſed; 
baving the merits of his paſſion to Jay 
before thee ; and his ſacred blood to offer 
thee; what is there now we may not hope 
from thy weer M ſuch a Powerful i inter- 
ceſſion? 
O God, ck 18 thy Senda, thete ig 
nothing now which we may not hope. Thou 
haſt given all into the hands of Chriſt, thy 
- Anointed, and he has made himſelf ours; 
* that we may now ſay, All is in our on 
ands. We have infinite mercy before us; 
ve have no more to do, but to ſtretch forth 
our hand, and accept what is offered. _ © 
: Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, O God, for 
this thy mercy to ſinners, who being un- 
Vworthy of all favours, have been thus viſited 
with the greateſt of bleſſings. We pra 
thee, we adore thee, , we Shorty thee for 
this effect of thy goodneſs to ſinful and wot 4 
man, who muſt have periſhed. eternally] 
' without relief, had he not been thus/prevyen-| 
ted by the bowels of a compaſſionate Father, 
Providing this remedy for his ungrateful, 
Prodigal and beigen children, Per even 
ewing| 


© 
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ſhewing/'this merey when they were not his 
children, but his enemies. In this mercy is 
the comfort, the help, the redemption and 
ſalvation of ſinners; and if we loſe this, all 
is loſt. to us. Since * at this time 
7 O Lord, haſt done for — ; help us 
now, we beſeech thee, and let it by thy firſt 
mercy to us to make us ſerious in conſider- 
ing the effects of thy infinite goodneſs to 
man, in ſending thy only Son to become 
man, in taking upon him our corruptible 
nature; that ſo God Incarnate might ſuffer 
the puniſhment due to fin, and by humbling 
_ himſelf. to the loweſt degree of contempt, 
even to be ſcourged as the vileſt of flaves, 
to be condemned as a malefactor, to be made 
a companion 'with thieves, and murderers, 
and by dying the moſt ignominious death on 
the croſs, might become for us a ſacrifice of 
un- redemption. TY. A hs, 
ited BY This thy great goodneſs towards us vile 
Yaiſc and wretched ſinners, give us grace to con- 
e lor ider; give us grace to be ſo ſerious, as to 
A lost look at the wonders of mercy thou haſt 
nally WR ought for us, and to take ſo much time as 
even : to accompany thee, O Jeſus, through all thy 
ather, Ml ſufferings. This thy love demands, thy mer- 
ateſul, ey challenges, and our own intereſt obliges us 
even to it. 7 7 | 


ewing Vol. XIV. 0 


* 
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Help us therefore in it; O God; help us in 
piety à ſtop to all thoſe thoug hits which are 
' "Uiſagreeable to the ſanity of Ris time, and 
to the recollection of mind which is due to it. 
Let not vanity now prevail, nor carry away 
our hearts after any of its uſual follies; let no 
unprofitable amuſements waſte our hours, nor 
- worldly ſolicitude diſſipate our thoughts; let 
all idle entertainments, and diſorderly com- 
pany be baniſhed from this ſacred time ; and 
for all the appearance of ſin, O God, may we 
| now: above all other times, have a borror of it. 
This, O Merciful Lord, we moſt earneſtly 
beg of thee, that now all lightneſs, and giddi- 
nels of mind, all our uſual weakneſſes, ſinful 
paſſions and floth, being over-ruled, we may 
live according to the ſpirit of this time; and 
by the good ule of it, obtain ſuch grace, as to 
change whatever is ſinful and corrupt in us. 
dis we acknowledge to be neceſſary, for 
us, and theretore we repeat again this aur pe- 
tition: Grant we may be truly ſerious in 
' conſidering the myſteries and mercies of theſe 9 | 
days; that by ſeeing how infinite thy good- 
| niels has been to us, we may fee likewiſe how # F 
great is our obligation of gratitude to thee: | 
| 
| 


That by examining the rigour with which | 
thou haſt puniſhed ſin in thy only Son, we 
may be afraid of fin, and of falling under the 
fame Juſtice: : That by reflecking "how much 
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thou haſt us for our ſalvation, we may un- 
e "Yerſtand what pains we ought to take on our 
i "part, for carrying on the ſame work.. -_ 

a Theſe, and many other | as leflons. we 
1 have to learn from the paſſion of our Re- 
5 deemer; and it is the want of theſe i is the oc- 
cCaſion of our doing ſo very little in order to 
"our ſalvation, and even adling quite contrary 
, to a x 

nd For why is it we Wa not love thee with al 
i our hearts, but becauſe we do not take ti 

* to conſider thy infinite love to us? Why b 
ty We are ſo flothful and uneaſy in the works of 
1 eternity, but becauſe we —— never truly ex- 


amined how hard are the ways of the croſs, 
and by what bloody ſteps our Bleſſed Re. 


our redemption ? +, 
We muſt confeſs, 0 God, It 18 pecübte 0 we 
| a not know thee, is the reaſon why we ſo of- 
ten depart from thy ways, and loſe both thee 


our hearts being ſo unſettled, vain, worldly, 
corrupt and vicious, becauſe we are induſtri- 
ous in the ways of the world, of vanity, and 
of ſin, and take but little care in E 
What belongs to thee. 
Remedy this unhappy temper in us, 0 God, 
we beſeech thee ; and now help us to begin a 
better method. Now may the love of our 


Oy 
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deemer carried on and iſhed the work of 


and ourſelves. This is the great occaſion of 
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Redeemer draw us, even io as to prevail a. 
gainſt all other inclinations: May this holy 
love draw us to mount Calvary, and there 
may we abide this holy time, till we have 
learnt from his blood, how to die to the 
e and- ourſelves, and how to live to 


Let us ; Pray. 


| LMIGHTY and everlaſting God grant 
| we may fo celebrate the myſteries of 
our - Saviour s paſſion, that we my obtain 
pardon of all our ſins. | 

Let thy mercy, O God, purify us from 
the corruption of the old man, and make us 
become new creatures. Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, who lives and ws. 
wal thee, | 


_ th woos * | 2 4h ties 
5 IN 3 1 Was. 


05 this day day, fon the Goſpel s is read. 55 | 
Paſſion / Feſus Chriſt ; let this have {hs 
direion of our Prayers. 


Let us Pray. 


60D, who at this time doeſt ſo often 
lay. before us the paſſion of our Re- 
deemer ; grant we may be duly thankful for 
the mercy of his ſuffering, and ani learn 
the leflon which it teaches. - + | 
We are ſenſible that the oP — * 
to be united with their head: But, O God, 
while ſuch is the rigour of Chriſt's paſſion, 
accompliſhed through fo much ignominy, 
cruelty and blood, how can we expect to be 
united with him! Can we follow ſuch ſteps ? 
We confeſs, O God, it is the thing to 
which we are called; it is what we protels ; 
and we have no promiſe or hopes of future 
happineſs, but upon this condition. For 
haſt not thou, O Jeſus, called us to follow | 
thee? Is not this the profeſhon we make, 
and the character, by which we are diſtin- 
guiſhed from the unbelieving world? And 
haſt not thou N taught us _ what 
| 1] 
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manner we are to follow thee ? That we tre 
to take up our croſs every day, and follow: 
thee: And what condition can be plainer 
than what is delivered by thy Apoſtle, ue 
ſ Mer with him, ꝛbe ſball alſo reign with bim. 
| We muſt. acknowledge, O God, the caſe 
| is very plain; but it being not eaſy to aur 
| unhappy nature, we beſeech thee at this time 
| to teach us the practice of this leſſon, and by 
79 thy grace to make it eaſy to us. Teach us ta 
4 live. in union with — by taking up our 
croſs, and bearing it, O Jeſus, in thy a 
Spirit. RIVA £21 
Give us, 0 God, in the firſt places true 
ſenſe of our own corruption, and how uni- 
verſally it ſpreads itſelf through all the facul - 
= and powers both of foul and body; ſo: 
that there is ſcarce any inclination we 
can favour in ourſelves, . but it is favouring 
corruption, it is taking part with our-own; 
unhappineſs, and joining in the cauſe of ſin. 
Give us, O God, a true underſtanding of 
this principle, that it being well ſettled in us, 
we may know on what our unhappineſs, and 
our "Bar — depends: That we may know 
what to fear, and what to deſire: That we 
may underſtand by what ſteps and means we 
draw upon ourſelves eternal deſtruction, and 
by what is to be obtained an everialohg 
kingdom. 


in 1 as % «as XA©» KO Mm. ” We" 


oo £s Docs 


ä 


Wedneſday in Help Week. 


39 
And ſince thou, O Jeſus, who — 
teach us the way of ſalvation, haſt ſo expreſs. 
ly declared by thyſelf and thy Apoſtles, that 
the way is the way of the ſelf-denial (the 
way of the eroſs, of putting off the old man, 
of erueifying the fleſh, of not conforming to 
the world) the Way of humility and meek- 
neſs, of ſubmiſſion and patience, of poverty 
of ſpirit, and of forſaking all things for the 
love = thee; ſmce thou haſt: thus manifeſted 
thy will, convince us this day, we beſeech 
thee, what is to be our way, and what is to 
be the ſpirit by. Waben our whole lives als: wat 
be governed. V4 e eh 
Convince us, his day; chat Gudyitg 5 our 
inclinations is not the way of ſelf . deniab: 
The ſeeking all that will entertain and pleaſe, 
is not the way of the croſs: That indulging 
à corrupt nature is not putting off the old 
man: That following appetite, ſoftneſs, floth 
and eaſe, is not crucifying the fleth That 
admiring the world, courting its applauſe, 
and taking its looſe, prodigal and undiſ- 
ciplined ways for the rule of life, is not what 
thou preſeribeſt, of not conforming to it: 
That the ways of pride are not the ways of 
humility: That eagerly graſping at riches, 
and ſceking them by frauds, eee een 
injuſtice, is ane of ſpirit. — 04 -YS 
S 
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Convince us, we beſeech thee, 0 Bleed 
Redeemer, of- all' theſe truths ; for though 
they ſeem ſelf-evident; yet ſuch, O God, is 
our corruption, that we vainly perſuade our- 
ſelves to be thy followers, when we turn our 
dacks upon thee; and think ourſelves to be 
walking in thy ways, when we are led 
by the world, or oy” pr; ar and go quite 
ae to thee. N LEMGNTIAC 18759 tn op} ar 645 

Open therefore UNO moft Gracious 
Lord, and by thy heavenly light purify our 
_underftanding, that we may ſee ourſelves, 
and diſcern the way in which we are: That 
we may diſcover how far we are from the 
ways of the Goſpel, and how much we fol- 
low the world, or ourſelves, while ve pes 
tend to follow thee, 

But then, O God, when by thy oartienler 
grace we are taught to diſeern our ways, how 
powerful a help is neceſſary from the Al- 
mighty Hand, to change us from our eaſy 
and indulging method of ſelf-love, to that 
more difficult one, to which Wes haft called 
us, of ſelf-denial, and the croſs 7 1410 
Thou knoweſt how great our want clk 
help is, who ſeeſt with What eagerneſs we 
ſeek ourſelves ; what is the rafhneſs and vid- 
lence of our paſſions ; ; and how great diffi- 
culty we have in ſtanding e che r 
of our inclinations. *' - > 291093 
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But, O Merciful Father, ſince chou haſt 
* ordered it for our on good, that we 
mortify our corrupt inelinations, and endea- 
your to ſubdue in us the ſpirit of ſelf. love 
which we inherit from Adam ; that we cru- 
cify our fleſh, with its luſts; chat, in 4 peni- 
tential and ſelf-denying life, we follow the 
footſteps of Jeſus. Chriſt ſuffering; that. we 
die to our own paſſions, and allow. the a 
tions of his Holy Spirit: 5 
Since thou haſt thus dnleged? it fos one 
own good, and knoweſt all our difticulties ; 
grant, we beſeech thee, O moſt loving Father, 
fuch grace and help as our neceſſities re- 
quire- Lock upon our weakneſs, and as 
thou ſeeſt our wants, ſo have compaſſion. OH 
we, and diſtribute thy powerful helps. 
Give us a ſenſe to. — that all 
| preſent ſatisfactions and eaſe, even the full 
enjoyment of all our corrupt and worldly 
defires, are in themſelves mean and contemp- 
tible : While they are fo mixt with diſguſt 
and trouble, à daily . uncertainty attends 
them; they paſs away as a ſhadow; a ſhort 
life lays all in the duſt; and everlaſting 
miſery, - endleſs confuſion, and an eternal 
ſeparation from God is to be the concluſion 
of them. Let this conviction, O God, ever 
lie upon our hearts, and bring us to a con- 
tempt of them; and hence may we be erer 
| | Oy 
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armed with this truth, that there can be no 


wiſdom, ſenſe or underſtanding, - in loſing 
thee, O God, and with thee, all happineſs, 
for fuch imperiedt, ſhort and deceitful fatis- 
tation. | 

Extend till thy: mercy farther to us, 0 
moſt Gracious Lord, and give us a ſenſe 
to underſtand, that though ſelf-denials, 
forſaking ourſelves and the world, be uneaſy, 
yet this is our way to happineſs ; ; and that 
there is true wiſdom in the choice, and 
ſolid comfort in the practice of it. Hence, 
O God, may our hearts be ever poſleſſed 
with this ſaving truth, that denying our- 
ſelves is mueh better than ſeeking ourlelves ; 
that to take up our croſs every day in a 
peꝛnitential life, is much better than follow- 
ing our inclinations; that it is much better 
to treat our body hardly for a ſhort time, 
that it may be eternally happy, than by 
pleaſing it for a few moments, to expoſe it 
to everlaſting torments; that they are in 


a happy method, even that of the Goſpel, 


who are in this way gf the croſs, who nei- 


ther ſeek nor love the world beyond what 


neceſſity, and the obligations of their flats 


require; who ſuppreſs all inclinations that 
lead beyond theſe bounds, who conſider the 


corruption of their nature as their moſt 
dangerous enemy, and therefore while they. 


attend to its Nece, eſſary demands, are jealous - 
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ef: all others, e aner ne 
vourin corruption; MNhO Op yz 
eule reſiſt ſenſuality, keep the 
ſenſes and appetite under ſtrict diſcipline,} 
fly ſloth and eaſe, and whatever entertains! 
ments are in favour of idleneſs and exceſtß; 
oblige nature to ſubmit to many Rumble: 
expedients, to go through difficulties, to 
undertake what it diſlikes, and to reſt con- 
tented under the variety of contradictions, 
that are neceſſary to bring into ſubjection, 
and prepare it for a more ſubſtantial happi- 
neſs than this world affords. - s. 
Grant, O God, that our hearts may be, 
polleſſed with theſe; truths, and this Vick 
ſuck: practical evidence, as to judge the way 
of the: croſs to be the only way wherein 
chriſtians ought. to walk, to chuſe it as ne- 
ceſſary for us, and to find comert in it in 
the way of ſalvation. 5 
| Favour us, O Bleſſed Lord; in ; this, Anat. 
petition, and. mercitully: grant, that, in this 
time of the paſſion, we may learn the way 
of the croſs. May the example of our Re- 
deemer teach us; may his ſufferings preſs 
on us; may his obedience to the will of his 
Heavenly, Father 19,14, many hurailiaong,, 
and even to the death'of the croſs, oblige us 
to it. O Bleſſed Redeemer! How can we 
have à faith in thee, and og follow our ond 
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ways! How can we follow nature and the 
world, and make our life a continual ſtudy 
to pleaſe ourſelves, when by thy word, and 
thy example, and by thy death on the croſs, 
thou haſt commanded us to renounce the 
world and ourſelves, and walk in the way of 
the croſs! Help us, O Jeſus, at this We. 
and may we find the effect of thy ſacred 
Fa in the 332 of what we now aſk, 

men. 8 


x 
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| RANT, we beſeech thee, Almi hty 
| God, that we, who are always aff 
ed by our own exceſſes, may be delivered by 
the paſſion of thy only Son. | 
Look down, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 
upon this thy family, for which our Lord 
Jeſus. Chriſt was pleaſed to be delivered into 
the hands of 3 and ſuffer death on the 
croſs ; who lives and reigns with thee, in 
the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, one God. 


MAUNDY-THURSDAY, {ME 


＋ HIS being the day 9 "the ee of the 
Holy Euchariſt, wherein Cbriſt left us 

bod ly pr blood, under the forms of bread and 

wine, for a memorial of his death and. 

10 the end of the world, as likewiſe to be the 

food of our fouls, the cure of our infirmities, the 

comfort of our afflittions, the flaff of our . 

age, and our ſecurity againſt all dangers ; 

us employ this day in thankſgiving to aur * 

this his mercy to us unworthy fmners, and po- 


forth our ſouls in adoration and projje 4 % 
Holy Name. TY 


*. 4 let us 

our God, for gy 

unworthy finners. 
Come, let us give ene 8. t 


praiſe our God, "0 the N this tax 
to us unworthy finners. | 


PsALM cxliv. 


WILL glorify thee, my King, and my 
God, I will bielsahy name for ever and | 
ever. 

Every day will 1 bleſs thee, and 1 will 
praiſe thy name n 
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Great is our Lord, and worthy of all 
pralle his greatneſs is infmite- 7 0 
All ages to come ſhall praiſe thy works, 
and ſhall declare thy power.. 
They ſhall celebrate the nangnificens alory | 
of thy holineſs, and relate thy wonders | 
They ſhall make known the force of 
thy terrible jud gase ae * Torts: "ay 
eatneſs. © 1 
They will publiſh the- memory 1 chy 
abounding ſweetneſs; £ and will rejoice in thy 
ice. 
5 Our Lord is cottipaſſionate and merciful ; 
he is patient, and full of mer. 
Dur Lord is gracious to all; ard his mer- 
ties are above all his works. 
Let all thy works praiſe thee, 0 Lend; 
and let thy 8 1pobl Licks. thee. an 


1 men 1 power; and the LET 
glory of thy kingdom. | 

Thy kingdom 1s a kingdom of all ages; ; 
and thy b is from e e d to Seneſa- 


, tion. DO Ay 

Our Lord is true in all bis werde; and 
holy in all his works. 160. . 
He lifts up all that fall; and raiſes Het 
che g nd al that are bruiſed. - Harig ve 
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I The eyes of all creatures hope in thee, 
O Lord; and thou giveſt chem 90d in fone. 
ſonable time. 
Thou openeſt thy hand; and filleſt every 
living ereature with benediction. 

Our Lord is juſt in all his ways; and holy 
in all his works. 

Our Lord is near to thoſe who call upon 
him; and to all that invoke him in truth. 

He will perform the deſires of thoſe who 


fear him; he will hear their prayers, and 


_fave them. | 
Our Lord takes into his protection thoſe 
that love him; and will deſtroy all ſinners. / 

My mouth ſhall f the praiſes of our 
Lord; and let all lh bleſs his holy name 
for ever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. 5 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 


* 


Let us Pray. 
P GOD, who art wonderful in all & 


Works and mercies, for which — 
creatures, in all generations, ought. to blels 
thy name; grant that we, in the day of ſo 
great a mercy, may. confeſs thee our God, 
may praiſe thee with our lips and hearts, 
and {till find the increaſe of thy mercy to- 


8 


a 


9 | ts, Ho our Lord Jets Chriſt, 

F Gon 

Come, let s give Gar dere; and 

| praiſe our 1. for the mercy of this "ny to 

us * 1 | 

Come, let us give thanks, adore and 

praiſe our God, Fa the apt: of this day 

to us unworthy finners. ig 


PSALM xl. 


M ſoul, praiſe So our Lord ; whilſt 
Thve I will praiſe our Lord; I will 


ſing the praiſes of my God as long as Tam ( 
m being. | fo 
©" Confide not in princes, nor in the war vf we 
men 3 in whom there is no ſafety. ge 
Their ſoul will depart, and they will return a 
to the earth whence they came; in that 1 it 
all their defigns will vaniſn. of 
Bleſſed is he, who has the God of Jacob 
for his defender; whoſe hope is in the Lord 
his God; who made heaven and earth, the 
Tea, and all things in them. 
;. Who preſerves truth for ever; owt does 
jüttice to thoſe who ſuffer injury, and Fes 
od to the hungry. x 
Our Lord looſens the bonds of priſoricts' ; 
our Lord gives ſight to the blind. 
Our Lord lifts up thoſe who have been 
bruiſed ; our Lord loves the juſt. 
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Our Lord defends: the ſtranger ; he takes 
into his protection the orphan and widow, 
aud he will confqund the ways of finners. 

Our Lord will reign for ever; thy God, 
0 Sion, from generation to generation. 

Glory, be to the Father, ane, to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever ſhall be, world without « nd. Amen. 


Let us Prey. 


N 
| GOD, who in his ſacred e halt 
| ordained food for the hungry, comfort 
for the orphan and widow, health for the 
weak, and defence for thoſe that are in dan- 
ger; grant, we befeech thee, we may have 
2 due ſenſe of this mercy, may acknowledge 
it with thankſgiving, and. find the effects 
of it, according to thy own inſtitution, in 
the remedy of all our evils. Through our 
Lord Jefus. _ , | 
Come, let us give thanks, adore” and 
praiſe our God, for the mercy of this day 
(9.58 unworthy ſinners. . _ oe” 
Come, let us give thanks, adore and 
l our God, for the e of flag. 
to uezumworthy ſinners. 


R 2 AT exlviti. f rg 


RAISE. our Lord all you that are 55 
heaven; praiſe him in the high places. 
Praiſe him all his Angels; ; dale him all 
his heavenly hoſts. . 
Sun and moon praiſe him ; ; dar and 
light join all to praiſe him. 
Praiſe him the heaven of 8 94⁊56 add 


let all the waters above the heavens Praiſe 


the name of our Lord. 


For he ſpoke, and hey were made ; ; he 
commanded, and they were created. 
He has eſtabliſhed them for ever, to laſt 


all ages; he has ſet ae and ente 


go from it. 
Praiſe our Dan all ercatures. of the 
earth; dragons, and all in the deep. "Ty 
Let fire, hail, ſnow, ice; get wind, 
which execute bis will; 


Let the mountains, and all nile; 5 fruit. | 


trees, and all cedars ; - 


Loet bealts, and all cattle; all that creep, 
or fly with wings; 


Let all the kings of the EY and all the 


people; Fine and al oy gen: of the 
earth; „ e bac 


Let all che young n men glad virgins, old 
men and children, praiſe the name of our 


eve 


: 
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Lord; for bis name. n great and 
high. 
Both heaven and earth proclaim his praiſe ; | 
and he has exalted the power of his people. 

Let hymns be ſung to him by all his Saints; 
by the children of Hael, by the people chat 
are near him. 

Glory be to the Father, and t to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt... 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever _ be, world without end. — f 


Let us Pray. 


& G ob, we moſt earndfidy A that 6 
thou  mayeſt be praiſed by all creatures; 
but then grant, we beſeech thee,” as we have 
more largely partaken of thy bleſſings above 
all creatures, ſo, above all, we may give 
glory to thy name. Grant we may this 
day acknowledge the exceſs of thy love the 
truth of thy words, the command of thy 
power, and the proviſion of thy goodneſs 
for us thy unworthy children; and that we 
may be ever ſolicitous, not only to be mind- 
ful of thy mercies, but hkewiſe to make a 
good uſe of them to thy glory O God, and 
to our: own everlaſting good. Through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 125 
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Come, let us own thanks, adore and 
pratſe our God, the — of: this 1 


to us unworthy ſinner z. | j 
Come, let us give thanks, Adee and ty 
praiſe our God, for the mercy of this Gay tel 


to us pra finners, rei 
0 7 pd 2s Paal. xcv. | 10 no 
1 

ING to the Lord a new W 2 4; 
to our Lord over all the earth - be 


"Sing to our Lord, and bleſs his- holy be 
name ; from day to day ſet forth his Uni wil 
mercy. - 4% 

Proclaim his akiry among the Gentiles 3 {8 ſhe 
and his wonders to all people. - bee 
For great is our Lord, and infinitely = 
praiſe-worthy ; he is terrible above all the ¶ eq 

8. | tru 

For all the gods of the Gentiles are de- 
wh; but our Lord is the Creator of the ] 

-Gtory and beanty: ſhine out befoii him; Mer 
Sy and mi dende are in his ſanc --- 
Fe countries of the Gentiles make to 
our Lord offerings. of glory and honour 3 

offer to the Lord the n due to \ bis | 
. | | 
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Take your victims, and go into his 
have 7 wrt our Lord at the entrance: of 
his Holy Tabernacle. 

Let the whole earth tremble before kicks 
tell the | nations that our Lord is he vhs 
reigns. 

For he has ſettled the — 0 555 if ſha | 
not be moved; the people thereof he will 
judge with equity. 23 

Let the heavens Tejoice, and the earth 
be tranſported with joy; let the ſea likewiſe 
be moved, and all that fill it; the fields 
will have gladneſs, and all that is in them. 
Then will all the trees of the woods 
ſnew their joy in the preſence of our Lord; ; 
© becauſe he comes to judge the eartn. 

He will judge the whole earth with 
equity; and all nations according to his 
truth. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt, EF. 7 

14 it was in the beginning, is now, and 
Never ſhall be, world without end. 


2 3 
. 
N 


Let us Pray 


„ WW TY 
5 n 


GOb, Who in Sands ages of the 
world didſt call the Gentiles to ae- 
Irnowledge thee to be their God, to make 

dee ates of e come into thy 


"houſe with vittims, and adote thee" it the 


_ adore before thee. We offer thee a victim 
of the greateſt glory, even Chriſt Jeſus 
Bleſſed be thou, O Saviour of mankind, 
who haſt been pleaſed to become our vittim: 


merey of this day, that we may become 
victims to thee: Who liveſt and reigneſt 
with God the Father, in the unity of the} 


do us unworthy ſinners, 


entrance of thy Tabernacle z behold; now 


we have obeyed thy call, and in preſence of 


K 
thy Tabernacle make our offerings, and 8 


Grant likewiſe, we beſeech thee, to the 


Holy Ghoſt. 
Come, let us give thanks, adore and 7 
praiſe our God, for the mercy of this day 


Come, let us give thanks, adore and] 
our God, for the mercy of {his Gy | 
to us s unworthy finners. | 


PSALM ber e 
4 1 the 


OW lovely are thy Tabernacles, 0 7 b 
Lord of hoſts! My ſoul languiſhe 4 
with ardent deſire of entering into theſ =: 


1 of our Lord. . 
My heart and my whole body; wit ble 
tranſport of joy, ſeek the living God. | c 
Even the ſparrow finds a lodging for 4 


Bine; and the turtle a neſt, wherein 
10 place its young ones. 


Thy ag 0 > Rags: 1 Cod ot hots! my 
Line, and my God, are my place-of reſt. -- 
(Baz are they who dwell in thy houſe, 
O Lord; for ever and ever they will praiſe 
thee, ; 

Bleſſed is the man whoſe help 1 is from 
thee ; he diſpoſed his heart in this vale bf 
tears. to. be {till riſing upward to the place 
he has propoſed to himſelf, - 
For the maker of the law will give his 
benediction; they will riſe from virtue to 
virtue; they will fee the God of a 7 
Sion. 


0 Lord, the God of hoſts, har, my pray- 
er; hearken to me, O God of Jacob. 

Lock upon us, O God, our dessen; 
and Rd thy 8 ben Bis face of wy 
Chri 


For better is one day i in thy Tabernaclez 
than a thouſand any where elſe. 
l have choſen rather to be the loweſt in 
che houſe of my God; than to ata in the 
W tents of ſinners. Io 
4 For God is a lover of mercy a hath ; 
our Lord is the giver of grace and glory. 
He will not deprive thoſe of his goods, 
ho walk in innocence ;: O Lord of hoſts, 
bleſſed is the man who hopes in thee. | 


= Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. E 
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wh it eds , is now and 
erer ſhall be, world without * 8 


f 


Let wu Fray. | 9 


0 BLESSED Jeſus, who by thy Fine 


draweſt our hearts to thee, both by 
adoration and love; grant that our place of 
comfort and reſt may be on thy altars; 
and that, defpifing all the ſatisfactions of 
this world, our ardent deſires may be of en. 
tering into thy houſe, and dwelling with 
thee for ever: Who liveſt and reigneſt with 
God the Father, 1n the unity: of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 
But, O moſt Loving Redeemer, fince 


thou knoweſt the great infirmities of our 
nature, with the many difficulties and | 


dangers | which daily attend us; therefore 


we now manifeſt our neceſſities before thee, | 
and beſecch thee, on this day of mercy, to 
have compaſſion on us. All our hope is in] 
thee, O Jeſus, who haſt undertaken our 

cauſe ;| hear therefore our prayers, and] 
grant our petitions. Thou, who cameſt to 


call ſinners to repentance, canſt not refuſeſ 


thy help to ſuch ſinners as deſire and feek it. 


Chriſt, hear us. 
- Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 


; Jetw 


1 Wen | AF 
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Jeſus, Son of the Eternal Fathet," ; K. bo 
Jeſus, the word made'*ffeſh, © oo 
Jeſus, born of the Virgin Mary, 
Jeſus, Redeemer of Man, 

Jeſus, light of the world, 
eſus, the fun of justice, ; 

Naas the way, the truth, and the ke, 60 
Jeſus, the true vine, 

Jeſus, the door of the ſheep, | : 
Jeſus, the good ſhepherd, © * 
Jeſus, the ark of the teſtament, 
Jelus, the hidden manna, e 
Jeſus, the living bread 5 
Jeſus, bread of a * * 

Jeſus,, the fountain of living water, _ 
Jeſus, the tree of life, | 5 
Jeſus, who cameſt to ſeek the loſt ſheep, 1 
Jeſus, who cameſt to call ſinners, © 
Jeſus, who cameſt to fave thy people 

from their ſins, 

Jeſus, lamb without ſpot, ——_ 
Jeſus, our high-prieſt, FLY 
Jeſus, to whom all power is given in 
heaven and earth, 3 8 
Jeſus, our hope, 1 * 
Jelus, King of glory, 9 
"Jeſus, our advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus, the judge of the living and the 

dead, 

Vol. XIV. 
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Be merciful : Spare t, O Lord. 
From all evil, O Lora, deliver us. 


From coldneſs and indevotion, 0 Lord, : 

dleliver us. 

From all abuſe and neglect of thy mercies, 

O Lord, deliver us. = E 5 

F n the ſeeds of infidelity, O Lord, luer 11 

: Fan vain philoſophy, and hurtful curioſity, 1 

O Lord, deliver us. tt 

From all kind of irreverence, 0 Lord, de. n 
liver Us. 

55 that love, which moved thee. to: un- 10 
dertake our redemption, O Lord, ler 5 
Us. 

By that love, with which thou loved us to 5 

the end, O Lord, deliver us. u 

By that love. which moved thee to become 77 

our ſacrifice, O Lord, deliver uw. 

By that love, which moved thee to leave | ad 
us this memorial of thy death and Paſſen, tet 
O Lord, deliver us. i 

By that love, which moved thee to become N 
the food of our ſouls, O Lord, deliver us. th. 

We ſinners, We beſeech thee hear us. 
That thou mercifully pardon us all * = th 

neglects, in not approaching to partake of, 

this Holy Ordinance, We beſceth thee. bear the 


USs 


| 
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That thou forgive us the many times we 
have unworthily approached -to the Holy 
Communion, We beſeech thee hear um. 

That for the time to come, as the hart 

nts after the - fountains of water, ſo our 
. b uls may thirſt after thee, the living God, 

in this Holy Sacrament, We beſeech thee hear 
Us. 
That we may defire to be ted to thee, 
that thou mayeſt live in us, and we in thee, 
We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may ever approach to thee with 
love and hope, We beſeech-thee hear us. 

That we may ſeek from thee the remedy 


1 of all our evils, We befeech thee hear us. 


That we may obtain from this holy food 
ſuch life and ſtrength, as to die no more, 
Ve beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may celebrate this day with the 
adoration and gratitude due to ſo great a myl- 
tery, We beſeech thee hear us. 

Son of God, We beſeech thee hear us. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the {ins of 
the world, Fare us O Lord. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins of 
the world, hear us O Lord. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins wm 
the world, | have mercy on us. 
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as L..et us Pray. ; | 
; CNY. GOD, who in this wonderful facra- 
I ment | haſt left us a memorial of thy 
paſſion; grant, we beſeech thee, we may fo 
celebrate the ſacred myſteries of thy body 
and: blood, that we may always perceive in 
us the fruit of thy redemption : Who liveſt 
Ind reigneſt in the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Aſpirations. 


| GON, infinitely holy, who, to com- 

e municate to us miſerable creatures thy 
holineſs, haſt not only made thyſelf our ex- 
ample, but likewiſe our food; how dare I 
lift up my eyes to thee, being ſo unworthy a 
finner as I am! If J had my deſert, thy Al- 
mighty power would be turned all againſt 
me, ſince I have ſo often provoked it by my 
ſinful life. But thou, O God, who art 
goodneſs itſelf, and whole greateſt glory is 
in thy mercy, canit caſily overcome my 
wicked heart, and engage it in as ſtrict an 
union with thee for the time to come as it 
has been hitherto unhappily ſeparated from 
thee. 133 | 
There is no need of more for all this 
change, than one look of thoſe. divine eyes; 
and canſt thou deny me this, O Jeſus, who 
for my fake haſt ſhed thy facred blood 
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O beloved of my ſoul! in whoſe preſence 
I now am, come and viſit this miſerable 
heart: Come, and poſſeſs it by thy virtue 
and grace; work this happy change in it, 
that it may become wholly ſubject to thee': 
This defire, O God, is from thee ; merei- 
fully have regard to the fighs of my ſoul, 
and now grant by thy power, what by thy 
grace I deſire. 55 00 | REES. 
Remember, O Jeſus, it was for this thou 
undertook to be our redemption, and our 
facrifice, that thou mighteſt ſanctify in thee 
all our nature: Come then, behold, Imow 
offer myſelf without any reſerve '; do in me 
what thou cameſt to do; and let not me be 
excepted from this work of thy merey - 
Waſh my foul yet more, make it whiter 
than ſnow, that I may be in a preparation 
for what thou ' haſt promiſed to the clean of 
heart, which is to ſee thee for all eternity. 
Make me thy faithful fervant both now 
and for ever, that I may never more betray 
thee. It is what I cannot hope of mylelt;, 
becauſe I know my own weakneſs, and the 
great inconſtancy, to which I am fubje@: 


But thou, O God, who ſuſtaineſt the earth 


that it may move not, canſt eaſily ſo eſtabliſh 


my inconſtant ſoul, that it be made faithful 

and ſteady in thy ſervice. For as thou art 

Lord of the univerſe, ſo thou haſt reſervet 
P ĩij 
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to thyſelf a full dominion over the heart of 
man”: Exerciſe therefore, I beſeech thee, 
this thy power in me, and - now command 
my heart, that it may become ſubject to thee, 
that it may be made thy kingdom; ſo that 
now the will of nature may no more be ls 
in me, but thy will, O God. 0 

There are many obſtacles. indeed in mae; 
which are a hinderance to this great change; 
but as theſe are all known, ſo they are all 
fubje& to thee, and thy grace is ſuffictent to 
remove them. Let thy grace then, O God, 
work this good effect, for why ſhould ſin now 
command me? Am not Ithy conqueſt? Am 
not I a part of thy victory? Have regard to 
me therefore, O Jeſus, as thine; defend me 

as thine; and let not the enemy have any 

power over me. | 

cannot however but lament this day the 
great perverſeneſs of my will, which has fo 
long ſtood out againſt the deſigns: of thy 
mercy, and with ſtubborneſs reſiſted the 
means of grace, eſpecially in this holy inſti- 
tution of thy ſacred body and blood. For 
how often have I approached to this divine 
banquet, and fed upon the bread of Angels 
But: O Jeſus! with how little ſenſe of thy 
infinite goodneſs towards me, with a heart 
how unprepared for quitting its own corrup- 
tion, and receiving the new life of grace 


- Great therefore has been my infirmity? 
and great it is ſtill; but thy grace, O Goc 
is all powerful, and can eaſily remove all the 
occaſion of my unhappineſs: 1 will not 
therefore loſe my hope, which I have placed 
in thee. Come then, O heavenly Phyſician, 
ſay but the word, and my ſoul ſnall be 
healed. This day of mercy invites me to 
thee, and raiſes my hope; reject not the 
petition of thy ſervant; for though I am a 
miſerable ſinner, yet 1 deſire not to perſiſt in 
ſin; I deſire to return to thee my God, and 
for this I call upon thee: The greater my 
unworthineſs is, the greater glory will 10 be 
of thy goodneſs to receive me. n. 

On this day thou didſt waſh, thy Apoſtles 
feet; ; waſh me alſo, O Jeſus; and not only 
my feet, but alſo my inward and out ward 
man. Purify my foul from all the filth con- 
tracted by my paſt iniquities : Cleanſe my 
heart and affections from all corrupt deſires, 
and let my ſenſes ſeek delight no more in 
what is ſinful or vain; but in being ſervices 
able to thoſe better purpoſes, for which thou 
haſt ordained them. Hear my prayer, O 
God! and let all that has hitherto defiled 


my ſoul, be waſhed clean: in this Solaakaiey of 
m water. 1 
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Our Father. 8 


ful God, who, to expreſs thy tender 
e nde thy children, feedeſt thoſe that 
hunger with bread from heaven; behold I, 
though the moſt unworthy of thy children, 
with hope lift up my eyes now to thee, Who 
art in Haaven, and likewiſe upon our altars ; 


that with“ the eyes of thy fatherly compaſſion 


thou wouldſt vouchſafe to look upon me, 
poor and miſerable, being afar off from thee, 
my Father, among the fons of Eve, in this 
Fal f tears, baniſhed upon the earth, and 
ſighing after the poſſeſſion of thee, my Fa- 
ther, and my God. But what ſhall N low 
WE of thee, but ar 


Hall wed be thy Name. 


* 


E OR this is the chief deſire of my Heart, 
"that all, whatever I ſay, do, or think, 


The be to the greater glory of thy name. 


And this moſt eſpecially, while I am now in 


preſence of the ſacred myſteries : For what, 
"before all things, I propoſe, is, that thy ſove- 


reign majeſty, power, goodneſs and wiſdom, 


may be adored and praiſed ; to whom is due 


irow all creatures, honour, and plory, and 
thankſgiving, for that thou ſo loved us, as to 


OST powerful, moſt wiſe and merci. 


— / pp r r r AOaAo« wu py 


i ht a act en * As 


ww” 3 9 


LY WW 


RY po 


Maundj-Thurſday. 4s; 
give us thy only Son, both for the food of 


our ſouls, and a propitiation for our fins.. 
And becauſe for this thy exceſs of bounty; I 
am incapable of giving thee due praiſe, 
therefore I defire thou mayelt be glorified by 
thy Son, whom thou haſt exalted above all. 
things, and given him a name above ali 
names. Fer e Rien un 


4 
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Thy Kingdom come. 


defireſt my falvation, and that I ſhould: 
be a part of thy Kingdom, whilſt thou haſt 
. ſuch helps for me, not from earth, 
but from thy eternal throne, even thy Son, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Bleſſed by thy name 
for ever for this thy merey ; and grant, that 
by this holy inſtitution the memory of my 
Kedecmer's pathon may be daily renewed in 
me to the comfort of my ſoul ;. and that by 
duly : pproaching to this divine banquet, thy 
kingdom may be eſtabliſhed in my heart, to 
the ſubduing of all corruption, and over- 
throw of all thy enemies“ Come now, O 
Jeſus, and reign in my ſoul by thy grace, that 


this pilgrimage being e ided, 1 may be re- 


ctived into thy Kingaom of glory. 


P v 


AM ſenſible, O God, how muck tien 
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OR this end, O God, teach me to do 
1 "thy will; for thy will alone being the 
rule'of all holineſs, juſtice and truth, it is 
impoſſible for me to be prepared for thy 
eternal kingdom, if I learn not to do thy 
will. I have in thee, O Jeſus, a perfect 
pattern of what I am to do. For thou cameſt 
upon earth, to do thy Father's will. This 
was thy food; this the comfort of thy ſoul: 
Hence on this night, when the bittereſt cup 
was offered thee to drink, when preſent 
anguiſh oppreſſed thy ſpirit, and all thy pro- 
ſpect was of approaching terrors, {till thou 
bowedſt down to thy Eternal Father, and 
this was thy ſurrender; O my Father, not as 
I will, but as thou wilt ; Thy will be done. 
Teach me, O Bleſſed Jelas, this bending 
leſſon, that renouncing my own will, and my 
own ways, which are corrupt, I may be ever 
ſolicitous to follow thine; and this, O God, 
whatever difficulties are before me: Help 
me to break through all, that ſo thy will 
way be done on cart,” as it is in ure 
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Give us this Day, var: daily Bread. 


Bor what can I do of this except chop, 
O Lord, giveſt ſtrength to my inſirm 


ſoul! Of myſelf I yield under diſficulties, 1 


am fond of my own will, and follow it; 
and my own inclinations are both my coun- 
fel and my guide. This is my weaknels, 
and which leads me into all ſin, if thou, 0 
Lord, doeſt not ſtrengthen me. againſt it. 
ConfiSn me therefore, I beſeech thee, and 
be thou, O Jeſus, the food of my. ſoul: 
Thou art the bread: of life, by which faithful 
ſouls are to be refreſhed in this pilgrima 

are to be ſtrengthened againſt all weaknefleg; 
and to be nouriſhed to life eternal. Behold 
here therefore, O Jeſus, a poor infirm ſoul 
before thee, confeſſing its own weakneſs, 
and deſiring to be helped by thee. Come 
then, behold my heart is open; viſit me 
now, I beſeech thee, with thy holy grace; 
and let this grace direct me in all my life to 
approach to thy holy table, that being fed 


with the bread which came do vn from hea- 


ven I may, in the ſtrength of that divimn 
food, find help againſt all difficulties, and 
walk through this deſert to the mountain 
of God. 


P vi 


4 


% Aan duni, 
And forgive us our Treſpaſſer. | 


UT what ſhall 1 do, as to my paſt ſing! 
O God, theſe are a- weight upon me; 
pod ſo poor a wretch as I, what can I do, 
to be delivered from it! I have nothing but 
grounds of deſpair from myſelf; but turning 
towards thee, I ſee infinite mercy engaged 
in my behalf, and a plentiful redemption 
wrought for me. I ſee Jeſus Chriſt uuder- 
taking to be a mediator for my peace, and 
fuffering death, ſo to become a propitiation 
for my fins. O Jeſus, Blefled be thou, for 
what thou haſt done and ſuffered for me, to 
refcue me from deſpair, and to become 


peace, and my hope. This ſpotleſs ſacrifice 


I offer to thee, O God; and ſince I am 


unable to diſcharge my debt, accept, I be- 


ſeech thee, the ſuperabundant merits of thy 
only Son, and for his fake eee me all 
11 05 ſins. | 


4s doe forgra them that wrofuſ again ws. «|| 


HAT hy obtain what I alk, I ac- 
knowledge it my duty. to forgive all 
Hole, who have any ways injured me: And 
accordingly, O Lord, behold I do it from 
my heart; pardoning every neighbour, in 
whatever way I have been wronged by them. 
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This, O Jeſus, thou haſt taught me to- do 
both by thy command, and thy example: 
Help me, I befeech thee, in doing it as 1 
ought, and grant in ſo important a point 1 
may not deceive myſelf. 


And lead us not into Temptation. 


CC TAND by me likewiſe in time of danger, 
that as thou walt pleaſed to be tempted 
for my example, ſo I may be always pro- 
vided by thy grace for making reſiſt- 
ance againſt all the enemies of my ſoul. 


Suffer not the devil, or the world, to pre- 


vail againſt me: But be thou, O Jeſus, my 
Guard, and my Protector. Thou knoweſt 
my extreme weakneſs, aud the manifold 
ſnares. to which I am expoſed in this mi- 
ferable life: But if thou, my God, art 


with me, I ſhall be ſecure in the midſt of 


all dangers. Be therefore with me, I beſeech 
thee, and let not this poor ſheep of thy 
fold periſh. Give me diſcretion that may 
not prepare ſnares againſt my own foul: 
and that diſcerning ſuch as are prepared for 


me, I may have courage to decline them. 


Give me a diſreliſh of all that is earthly, 


who. am called to partake of heavenly de- 


Cal; 
4121 , 


lights; and may it always ſeem unworthy 
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of my profeſſion, to OP” myſelf 1 _ 
what is n to thee. 1 


Bu ut deliver us from Boil. 


OR we are ſubje&t to. many evils, even 

ſuch as not only injure us, as to this 
life, but likewiſe draw us away from tliee, 
who art our only good: Many are theſe 
evils which encompaſs us on every ſide; and 
who ſhall deliver us from them, but: only 
thou, O God, who art the fountain of all 
good, and whom thou haſt giyen us for our 
advocate with thee, [Jeſus Chriſt; who, 
with the price of his blood, has delivered 
us from fin and death. 

Grant, through this Mediator, that all 
things may co-operate to us to good, be- 
cauſe we have no ſalvation in any other. 
As therefore he is preſent in his holy myſ- 
tery, ſo may he be always preſent with us; 
may he feed us, govern, preſerve, protect 
and lead us, according to his bleſſed will, 
as the ſheep of his paſture. Whatever hap- 
pens to us will not be evil, if it does not 
ſeparate us trom thee, our God: For what 
have 1 in heaven? And beſides thee,” what 
can I defire upon earth? Accompliſn this 
deſire in me, O ſeſus; and as thou haſt 
done all to thy Father's glory, ſo let thy 
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mercies reach to me; that, amidſt all the 
evils of this life, he may be likewiſe glori- 
fied in ſuch a poor creature as I am. I 
bleſs thee, O Jeſus, for the mercy of this 
day; grant through this mercy 1 may 
n * Ng er 18 Amen. 


THURSDAY Nidkr. 


HIS being the night when Chriſt entered 
the garden; and not only: began, but likes. 
wiſe ſuffered @ great part of bis facred paſhon 3: 
let us not decline that part, at leaſt, of ſeeing- 
what he ſuffered for our fins, and of JEST 
bim with compaſſion and prayer. | 


+ Jeſus enters the garden. 


Je having eaten his laſt ſupper 25 
his — — came forth and went, at he 
was wont, to the Mount of Olives ; and his 
Diſeip/e alſo followed him, Luke xxii. 39. 

Holy Mount, happy ſolitude, confecra- 
ted: by the frequent, retreats, by the prayers. 
of the Lamb of God, by his laſt prepas' 
rations for- his ſacrifice, by his ſadneſs, by 
his proſtrations, by his ſweat, and by his 
blood. May our faith now carry us in ſpirit 


3 32 Thurſday Night. 


to. this retirement of our Lord, there tu 
accompany Jeſus with our heart, there to 
adore, there to contemplate all that is done 
for us; there to gather the fruit, and to alk 
the ſpirit of uniting our hearts with Jeſus 
Chriſt, praying and bearing the heavy weight 
of our ſins. 

And he took with him Peter, and the tu 
fons of Lebedee, and began to be ſerrowful 
and very heavy. Then be ſays to them, my 

foul ts exceeding ſorrowful, even to death. 
Matt. xxvi. 37. 

For the Son of God, even God him. 
ſelf, to be thus caſt down under the weight 
of ſadneſs, and opening his breaſt to this 
inward executioner, as chuſing to. ſuffet 


all for my ſins, whatever human nature 


was capable of ſuffering without ſin, this 
deſerves thanks from all that are redeemed 
by thee, O Jeſus; and for this I now bow 
down, and adore thee, ſaying from my heart; 
bleſſed be thou, O ſeſus, who waſt. pleaſed 
to be thus humbled for my ſake: Bleſſed be 
thou, who waſt pleaſed to feel the grief due 
to my fins: From this pattern may I learn 
to grieve as often as by repentance I ſeek 


thy mercy. May this thy holy ſadneſs atone 
for all my vain joys. May all my fadneſs 


be ſanQified by thine: And while thou haſt 
thus choſen the weight of this ſadneſs, even 
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unto death, for my fake, ſhall I be fo un- 
grateful to thy jove, as to part with no 
ſatisfaction, no divertiſement, for thine!-O 
Jeſus hear my petition I now make to thee ; 
Deliver my ſoul from the love of vain mirth; 
let me rather have a 28 8 in * ſorrow, 
than 1 in ſinful joy. 

"Jeſus went u little farther, and fea on 
his face, be prayed,” Jaying 5; O my. Father, 
iV it be poſeble let this cup paſs from me; never- 
theleſs not as F will, od as thou wilt Matt. 
xxvi. 39. 

Bleſſed | be thou, 0 Jeſus, his: waſt 
pleaſed to be thus humbled for my ſins, in 
feeling the re uctance of my human nature, 
upon the apprehenſion of what it was to 
ſuffer! Bleſſed be thou, for teaching me 
how to reſign my will to the will of God, 
and how to humble myſelf before him under 
all difficulties: For what ought to be the 
poſture of a ſinner, whilſt — my Jeſus, 
talleſt proſtrate to the ground before thy 
Father ! Hear my petition now, I beſeec 
thee, and grant I may never be ſurpriſed at 
any part of thy cup being given me to drink, 
ſince I now fee what thy cup was. Grant 
that thy Holy Will may be more dear to me 
than my own, whatever the difficulry of 
nature be in bending to it. Grant that under 
thy ſevereſt. ſcourges, I may call upon the 


when thou, O Jeſus, waſt not dehvered! 
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as a Father, confide in thee as a Father, and 
ſeek no comfort out of thee ; And if thou 
delivereſt me not, let me remember, that, 
however peace may be more agreeable, yet 
ſuffering may be more to thy glory, and to 
my good ; what cauſe have I to- complain, 


Let his be ſtill my comfort under every 
2 ; Lord, thy will be done, and not 

Clothe me Tat thy ſubmiſſion and 
0 O Jeſus, I beſeech thee, by that 
goodneſs which moved thee to put on our | 
weaknels and our fear. 

Jeſus being in an agony, prayed more-earkeftly 
and his ſweat became. as drops of blood "Fallin 
upon the ground. Luke xxii. 24. 

Bleſſed be thou, O Jeſus, for what thou 
ſufferedſt in this violence of thy agony. How 
adorable is this thy ſweat of blood, which the | 
.exceſs of grief for my ſins forces out of thy || 
veins ! The fins are mine; but what is my 
grief in compariſon of thine |! Thou runneſt | 
down with blood, while I, the offender, am | 
without tears, hard and dry. O Jeſus, ſoften 
my ſtony breaſt; ſoſten with contrition, and 
with the fire of thy love, this heart, which BY 
has ſinned, but is inſenſible of its own un- N 
happineſs. How ſurpriſing is it, to ſee the 
Son of God ſubjecting himſelf to fo great 
weakneſs ! But this he does to give ftrength | 
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to thoſe who are to be his living members. 
The ways moſt humbling are the ways which 
Chriſt chuſes before all others. They ſeem 
unbecoming his infinite glory and Majeſty, 
but are moſt worthy of that love, which 
he has for his Father, and for us, I adore, 
O Jeſus, that blood, which was ſhed for 
us: It: ſeems loſt upon earth; but O Jeſus, 
let the fruit appear in me in gratitude 
and fidelity. Let this plead for me, and 
give me ſtrength, when the hour of my 
agony comes. 8 
Behold, a multitude, and he tbat va 
called Judas, one of the twelve, went. before 
them, and drew near. to Jelus to kiſs bim. 
And Jeſus ſaid to him, Judas, - betrayeft thau 
| the Son of Man with a kiſs ? Luke xxii. 47. 
Strange blindneſs of men, thus to purſue 
the innocent Lamb of God as a malefactor 
And what an afflicting grief was it to thee, 


0 ſeſus, to ſee thy own Diſciple at the 


head of an inſulting multitude ! Deliver 
me, I beſeech thee, from this blindneſs ; 
never let me be ſuch a reprobate, as to 
take part with the world againſt thee. 
And yet, O my God, how often have I 
done it, in following the world, even 
where it departs from thee! And when, 
by my compliance I have ſpoken or acted 
0 che prejudice of juſtice, virtue or truth; 
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have not I in this helped to make a p pany ing. 
againſt thee? I confeſs it, O God, I have; ¶ this 
T have-done like Fudas, and berrayed thee: 


But forgive me, O Jefus, 1 beſeech thee, IM tion 
and let the mercy of this night be an atone. of 
ment for my ſins. pati 
Then the band, a captain, and officer a4 

| of: the Jetos, took Fe Nan, and bound him. Pr. 


John xviii. 12. | 
O Jeſus, made captive to geliver cap» {Wy —- 
tives! Adorable captivity ! Sacred bond 
of my Redeemer ! Break all my chains of | 
ſin by that inviſible power, which cannot | 
be bound by men. Let this thy - captive 
ſtate expiate the abuſe of my liberty; and, 
O God, how ſinfully have I abuſed it! | 
Let thy bonds ſanctiſy my liberty, and 
teach me to make a right uſe of it: It is a 
bleſſing J cannot ſufficiently acknowledge, 
and yet, O God, is there any one day 
wherein I do not turn it againſt thee, fa- 
crificing it to the world, and to fin? - - 
And they led him away to Annas firſt, for F 
he Twas father in law 10 Caiphas the bp 11 
prieſt of that year, John xviii. 13. Þ 

To fatisfy their malice, they bring him A 
before a man without authority; but it is 
to multiply thy humiliations, O Jeſus. || 
Thou haſt undertaken to. ſuffer for finners, 
and therefore thou ſuffer eſt all that is aids | 
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Bleſſed be thou, my Redeemer, for 
this thy mercy ; I adore: thee in this thy 
ſtate of humiliation, and make it my. peti- 
tion to thee, that. under all the attempts 
of violence, oppreſſion, or injuſtice, "thy . 
patience may be my inſtruction. 

Dey led him away to Caiphas, the Higha 
Prieſt, where the Scribes and the Elders were: 
e/ſembled ; but Peter followed him afar” off. 
And after a while came unto him they that 
FF by, and ſaid to Peter, [ſurely thou alſo 
art one of them, for - thy ſpeech betrays thee. 
Then began he to curſe, and to fwear, 
aying, I know not the man. And immediately. 
the cock crew. And Peter remembered the 
words of Jeſus, and he went out and wept: 
I bitterly, Matt. xxvi. 57, 73. 

Ho afflicting muſt this be to thee, 0 
Jeſus! Thy enemies perſecute thee, thy 
ibis run away, and foriake thee; and 
Peter in thy abſence denies thee. L adore 
4 thee here under this affliction, and thank: 
| thee for all thou ſuffereſt for my ſins ; 
Wi and moſt humbly beſeech thee, that this 
1 fall of Peter may be a leſſon to me all 
my life. That hence I may be convinced, 
i what human weakneſs is; that there can 
be no confidence, but in thy grace; that 
if thou leaveſt man to himſelf, Peter may 
be a Judas; that one fin, not n. 


me not to myſelf. I know how poor and 


heart, and draw from it the tears of fin. i 
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reſiſted,” draws on another; that to con- rul 
tinue in the midſt of temptation, after ar 
the experience of weakneſs, is the way to In: 
the depth of fin. O Jeſus, teach me to the 
confide wholly in thee, that being fupported MI hu 
by thy hand, I may never be thus unhappy, de 
Afflict me, 0 God, as thou wilt, but leays bre 


wretched I am, and miſery muſt be my por. 
tion, if thou forſakeſt me. But ſtill, O Jeſus, if 
if through weakneſs I offend, let .thy eyes þ 
of mercy look upon me, as they did upon 
Peter, and awaken my ſoul from the ſleep | 
of death. The cock crows, and Peter 
is ſtill inſenſible, till thou turneſt to him. 
O Jeſus, ſo turn, fo look upon me; for 
without this no other help can change the 
heart. O God of Mercy change now my 


cere repentance, like that of Peter r. 12 
Noro the Chief Prieſts, and Elders, and all elo 
the council, ſought falſe witneſi againſt Jeſu: | 
to put him to death, yet they found none : At i 
laſt came two falſe witneſs. Mat. xxv1, 59. | 
Bleſſed Jeſus! Thou” comeſt to fave all, | 
and here ail are contriving to deſtroy thee. 4 
To what extremes do malice and envy go! 
And here, O Jeſus, how great is thy hu-| : 
miliation ! Thou art God, infinite in ma- 
jeſty, and here art arraigned at the bar as 
a malefactor. Thou art the fountain and | 
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rule of all truth, and falſe. accuſations. 
are advanced a gainſt thee. O Holy Jeſus, 
Innocent 1 I bow down and adore | 
thee under. this humiliation ; and. moſt 
humbly beg, . I may ever ſhut out all 
degrees of envy. and malice from, my. 
breaſt, which are ſo very unjuſt and blind, 
and lead into the Ten of ſin. For 
how can I pretend to love thee, if I admit 
of, and entertain thoſe evils which ſought to 
| take away thy life, and continue ſtill, where- 
ever they come, to deſtroy thy members! 
W Deliver me therefore, I beſeech thee, from 
all degrees of malice and env 

And the High Prieſt aroſe, and ſaid to him, 
ered thou nothing to the things which theſe 
depoſe again/t thee ? But Jeſus held his peace, 
Matt. xxvi. 62. 
Ho ſurpriſing are thy ways, O Bleſſed 
Redeemer! The deſire of life makes others 
eloquent before their Judge; but the deſire 
of giving thy life for our redemption, and 
becoming our ſacrifice, makes thee ſilent. 
Eternal praiſe be to thy name, who thus 
abandoneſt thy own innocence to recover 
ours, and pleadeſt fo much the more ſtrongly. 
i [Four cauſe before the tribunal of God, as thou 
eemeſt, by filence; to forſake thy own. 1 
adore and praiſe thee for this thy mercy, and 

now moſt humbly beſeech thee, that with 


rati in 14d patience F may bear al 


thy mode 


| 
cal umnies: And Wap Tam talſely 3 ac 
cufed, or any ways ſuffer from ill tongues, 

{ 


then O Jeſus, may. J ſuppreſs all paſſion, and 
then joining "myſelf with thee in ſpirit, en. 
deavour to find comfort in following thy 


example. For though there is a time for } 
ati ing truth, yet it is generally pride 0 
which is moſt Lolicitous in making apolo- 0 
ies: whilſt a true humility leaves many 7 
calumnies to deſtroy themſelves. Grant me, 2 
O God, this patience, humiliation - and 0 
* 


moder ation. a 1 

- . Then the High Prieſt rent his clothes, "ſay- 
ing, he has ſpoken blaſphemy, what need have 
ve. of witneſſes * Behold now wwe have heard 
Bis blaſphemy, Matt. xxvi. 65. 6 
See how the Son of God, the etetnal 
truth, the glory of his Father, 1s arraigned 
as a blaſphemer. What worſe could they 
Have done to the vileſt wretch upon earth, lt - 
or to the greateſt ſinner ! But it is true my I 
Jeſus, thou haſt taken the place of finners; I 
and having undertaken the puniſhment due 
to them, it is no wonder thou art charged 
with their crimes. Bleſſed be thy name tor 
.this thy infinite mercy : Bleſſed be thy name] 
for this thy humiliation. While the Jews if 
proclaim thee a blaſphemer, Town thee for 
my Lord, and my God; I bow down, and, 


adoring, 
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adoring, give-thee thanks, and beſeech thee, 
that under all ref baches 1 may remember 
what thou haſt ſuffered, and endeavour, by 
an humble and patient ſilence, to bring 
the Diſciple to the reſemblance of his Maſter. 
Then: they . {pit on his face, and buffetted 
him, and others ſmote his face with the = 
of their hands, Mat. xxvi. 67. 4nd | 
* blindfold him, and ſinote hit fare 3 _ 
ey aſked bim, ſaying, propheſy, who is be 
7” ftruck thee © Tf blaſpheming, many 
other things. "Yy Jos ogainſt' him. Luk ke 
xXxii. 64. 19 
O my . What art thou here, but as 
the contempt and out-caſt of men! blind- 
folded, mocked, buffetted, Pit upon, blaf. 
| phemed! And is all this for my fins ? have 
my offences helped to bring thee under 
this infamy? O Jeſus! It is not the Jews, 
but my fins, which offer all theſe inſolences 
W -againſt thee ! It is I deſerve all this, and not 
chou, who art the Lamb without ſpot. But 
bere is thy great mercy towards me: I am 
he offender, and thou takeſt upon thee 
= the puniſhment due to my fins.” It is for 
me then thou. art blinded, buffetted, and 
blaſphemed. The greater therefore thy 
contempt is, the more am I bound to love 
thy goodneſs, and adore thy mercy : Whence 


behold, O my Jeſus, I bow down, and adore 
Vol. XIV. Q 
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| thee, under all this infamy; I call in all the 


Angels of heaven to pay thee homage, as 


their Sovereign Lord, whilſt thou art here 


made the fcorn of Men. Blefled, praiſed, 
and adored be thy name for ever by. all 
thy creatures, both in heaven and on earth, 

And now, O my Divine Saviour, whillt 
thou art under theſe indignities, I make 
theſe my petitions to thee. Grant, that the 


binding thy ſacred eyes may atone for the 
great lightneſs, vanity, ' folly, and many 


lins, by which I have abuſed mine; And 
give me that government for the time to 
come, as to chuſe to fit blindfold by thee, 


rather than lend my eyes any more to ſuch 
III purpoſes. Grant that the affronts, offered 


to thy facred face, may expiate the criminal 
care I have had of mine, and that my 


conſcience may be terrified with the guilt, 


as often as I go about to make it an idol to 


myſelf or others. Grant likewile, that under 
all ill uſage and affronts, I may not enter- 
tain my Nia with what 1 ſuffer, but 
with' thoſe much greater indignities and 
contempts, which thou, O Jeſus, haſt fuf- 
fered for me. Let the ſight of thefe coin- 

ſe my diſturbance; and may the conſider- 
ation of thy mildne& and ſilence oblige me 
to ſuppreſs nature and to 4 in following 


thy example. Help me, O Mercitul Re- 
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deemer, in this, becaufe in this point I find 
how weak I am, and how much I want a 
hel 
1855 having been thus abuſed in Srofanee: 
of the High Prieſts and Elders of the people, 
it being now late in the evening, they go 
off the bench, and retire home to ſeek their 
reſt; but they leave Jeſus with the ſoldiers 
and incenſed multitude, with them to paſs 
the night. They who conſider what the 
infolence of theſe was, while the judges ſat 
on the bench, may eaſily gueſs what he ſuffers 
from them, while there is nothing to check 
them, but they are left to the full liberty af 
their own malice and rage, heightened and 
encouraged by thoſe who were his judges. 
A night of cruelty and anguiſh it muſt 
have be to thee, O Jeſus, and not of reſt; 
and ought not I now to have ſome feeling 
; Jof. what thou ſufferedſt for me? It is a: 
W night fanctified by thy ſuffering : Give me 
E Y likewiſe to ſanctify it according to my 
Ws ſtrength, in acknowledgment of what thou 
4 has done for me. 
75 1 Q ij 
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7 7 ofus is carried to Pilate. 


PI H E N morning was come; all the C bie 


Priefts and Ancients the people æonſulted 
toget ber againſt Jeſus, that they might put hin 
te death. And they brought him bound, and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate, the pręſident. 
Mat; XXVii. n 
Ho art thou ſtill purſued, O Jeſus |, And 
nothing will ſatisfy their malice, but thy 
lüfe. What haſt thou done, to be thus 
perſecuted! Ah, my ſoul! See in his. ſuffer- 
ing the puniſhment of thy ſin. Such puniſh- 
ment, as has reduced the Son of God to 
the character and infamy of a malefactor. 
He is led along, with his hands tied; and 
delivered up, as a profane and wicked 
perſon, to the ſecular O my Jeſus! 
How am. I bound to love thee, , and how 
faithfully to ſerve thee, for this thy exceſs 
of goodneſs, in being thus humbled for my 
fins, and for making my peace with God! 
And how black muſt my ingratitude be, 


after ſuch n of ty: mercy. {till to 
_offend thee! | 
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Aud they begun to accuſe him ſaying; H. 
have found this man ſubwerting our nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute 10 Carar. Luke 
iii. 1. 

By lies and falſe avcuſaitons thy malicious 
adverſaries ſeek thy life. Thus thou ſtandeſt 
arraigned before the judge, as under the 
worlt of infamies, as one forfaken and 
friendleſs; and yet thou art the King of 
Glory, to whoſe beck both heaven and earth 
are ſubject. O my jeſus! The more thou 
art humbled, the more adorable is thy love; 
and therefore, in this ſtate of mamiliation, 
I bow down and adore thee z bleſſed be thy 
name for ever. Grant J beſeech thee, that 
Whenever I am perſecuted by lies, or falſe 
accuſations, thy example np? be Tay and 
fort, and my rule. 


„ Io | is fot to Herod, | * SHE 


E714 SIP 


. Nis as Pilate knew that be Belong to 


Herod's juriſdiftion, he ſent him to Herod. 


And Herod 'queſtimed him in many things, 


bur he anſwered him nothing. And ibe Chief 


Priefts ani Scribes Jtood, and actuſed him ith 


great vebemence. Aud Herod," tit his 


foldters, deſpiſed him, aud in mockery put bim 
on a white garment, and ſent him again 10 * 
Luke xxiii. 7. 9. 

Q u ij | 
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See the Son of God dragged with con- 
' tempt from place to, place, that ſo his con. 
fuſion might be the more public; and untired 
malice ſtill purſues him wherever he goes. 
Ah, my God! How wonderful is thy exam- 
ple here. who anſwereſt nothing amidſt ſo 
many provocations, 1 with humility, mo- 
deſty and patience! Theſe are thy defence, 
even | whilſt expoſed to the worſt of contempts, 
and clothed as a fool. Ah, my ſoul ! Stand 
ſtill here awhile, and view the Eternal Wiſdom 
of the Father, how it is become deſpicable 
for thy ſake: Deſpiſed by Herod, deſpiſed 
by the ſoldiers, and ſent back in this livery 
through the ſtreets, attended with the ſcorn- 
ful ſhouts of an inſulting croud ; and all 
this without once opening his mouth. 

'O my Jeſus! 1 here bow down and adore 
thee; I adore thy mercy, which by ſuch 
bumbling expedients as theſe, overcomeſt 
fin, and makeſt my peace with God, and 
while the Jes deſpiſe thee, I here proclaim 
thee, both before Angels and men, to be 
God eternal, worthy of praiſe and bene- 
diction, and glory, and thankſgiving, from 
all creatures; blefled for evermore; and 1 
defire no other guide for my whole life, but 
that wiſddom, which is the ſcorn of men, 
and reputed no better than folly. But 
then, O Jeſus, I beſeech thee to 800 me 
in this one point, that I may remember this 
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thy ſtate of contempt, and by this remerh- 
a3 £6 be aſhamed ok all the Teber 
"which I am too apt to entertain. For tt 
my weakneſs I here confeſs to thee, 1551 
] cannot bear with patience whatever looks 
like a contempt of me; and this mote 
eſpecially . if it be in public,. And have 
not I reaſon to be aſhamed, when thou ny 
God, and my guide, art thus expoſed to 
public ſcorn! Ah, my Jeſus, help me to 
orercome this weaknels ; ; that, like thy diſ- 
ciple, in the midlt of contempt [ May preſerve 
an inward calm. _ 
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"bl ofus is rein a lee Pilate 


When they were gathered ts . d Pilate 
faid to them, whom will you that I releaſe 
wnto you ; Barabbas, or Jeſus, who is called 
| Chriſt? Tor he knew that for envy they had 
delivered him : They ſaid, Barabbas. "Mer 
XXV11. 17. ir 

O Bleſſed Redeemer, how art — 1 9 
bled here, whilſt a thief, a ſeditious perſon, 
a murderer, is preferred before thee! And 
yet this too thou beareſt with patience and 
filence, How is thy goodneſs to be admired, 
and thy mercy to be adored, who ſubmitted 
to theſe indignities, and even to the moft 


public contempts, for the fake” of ſuch 


iy 
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wretched ſinners, as we are! I + confeh,, 
O Jeſus; I am unwerthy of this thy love: 
What I deſerve, is to be caſt out of thy fight 
for my manifold offences; and behold, in- 
ſtead of this, thou chuſeſt to become the 
moſt deſpicable of men, that I may be 
reſtored to the favour of my God. For 
this thy infinite mercy I now bow down 
and adore thee, and theſe petitions I make 
to thee ; that I may never fall into this in- 
juſtice of the Jews, in chuſing Barabbas 
efore thee. I have too often. hitherto done 
it, in preferring the world, my own finfyl 
paſſions and vain ſatisfactions, before thy 
will: All this has been to join with the 
Jews 1n favour of Barabbas : But may this 
de no more; but be thou, O Jeſus, my 
-choicefor erer. | 
I beg likewiſe that J may never more be 
diſturbed at the unjuſt judgment of the 
world, or at any preference. or place that 
is given to others, with a ſeeming contempt 
of me. No, my God, rather let me chuſe 


to be deſpiſed, and embrace whatever occa- i 5 


ſions happen of being undervalued ; as 
knowing theſe to be due to ſuch a ſinner 
as I am, and that the trueſt comfort of a 
chriſtian is not in following the world, 
and being eſteemed with it, but in following 
Chriſt, and being deſpiſed with him. O0 
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Jeſus! Thou cameſt to heal the c. | 
of human hearts: Thou ſeeſt — mine ich 
heal it, I beſeech thee, and may Ino more 
be carried away with vanity, and the deſire 
of worldly: eſteem, while I ſee contempt 
is what thou haſt choſen. .' Hear me, 0 
Jeſus, by all thy eontempts of this: days: 4 
heal my vain, light, and. worldly: heart. 

: Pilate /aid again to them, -what- Will | ap 
then that I do to the King of the Jews? Hut 
they cried again, crucify bim: And Pilate 
faid to them; why : What evil has he done ? 
But they cried the more, Cruc! Hy bim. N ark 
XV. 142. 

Strange condition of the Son. of God, 
abandoned by the juſtice of his Father, t6 
the blindneſs, paſſion and malice of his erea- 
| tures, and left to their diſcretion | Strange 
ingratitude of the Jews, with this violence 
| to ſeek his life, who had been ſo long do- 
ning good to. them | But why do 4 lay this 
to the Jews? | The Divine Juitice demand- 


* od this in puniſhment of fin, and it is gur 
ME fins therefore cry out againſt him, cruciſge, 

cerucify him, crucify him. And have not 
= my. fins a part in this outcry? O my 


Divine Saviour, I muſt, here. conſeſs it be- 
fore thee, they have a large part. - How: 
many ſins have I committed againſt my God 

And by how many iniquities have I pro- 


Q 
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voked his anger againſt me! And can 
hope for pardon or mercy, but through thy 


blood! O my Jeſns, I cannot; for thou 


alone art my Mediator and Redeemer, and 
only by thy facred paſſion and death can 
I:expett my peace to be made with God, 
whom I have offended. See then, my ſoul, 
do not thy ſins cry out for the blood of thy 


Redeemer ? Do not they call out, with the | 


Jews, that he be crucified, ſo to become a 
propitiation for thy ſins ? 

They do, O my Jeſus, they do. I own 
it with humility, I confeſs it with contri- 
tion and tears, and implore this thy inf. 
nite goodnefs, who haſt undertaken our 
cauſe, to forgive me. And grant, I be- 
ſeech - thee, that from this time I may no 
more- relapſe into my former guilt, but by 
a_ particular horror be terrified from all 
in, ſince I ſee now that fin is thy mur- 
derer and executioner; that it is in, walk 
cling for thy blood. 

That I may obtain what I now aſk, give 
me grace to crucify in myſelf, whatever 
has hitherto led me into fin, Let my own 
will be crucified, becauſe it carries me with 
violence againſt thy Holy Will: Let my 
paſſions be crucified, becauſe they are re- 


en Hl 115 law: Let dk deſires 
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bercrucified, becauſe they are in favour of 
vanity; ſloth, ſenſuality and ſelf. love: Let 
the world likewiſe be: crucified” to me, 
—_— it encourages what is evil, and 
brings thy Goſpel into contempt. Thus, 0 
Jeſus, may all that is evil in me be crucifi- 
ed, that ſo I may no more crucify thee, the 
Son of God, by new crimes, and be un- 
grateful to thy. mercy, in what thou haſt 
ſo freely ſuffered for my redemption: nn 
Pilate, avilling to ſatisfy the people, relegſeg 
10 them Barabbas, and delivered Jef? , 
having ſcourged him, to be cruciſed. Maric 
xv. 15. Therefore Pilate 100k Jau, oe 
ſeourged him. John XIEay B. tonal 
O Jeſus! Who is there, but aka now 
ſtand ſarpriſed to ſee thee the Son of God, 
tied to a pillar, and ſcourged as à rebelli- 
ous flave ! But we mult not wonder, ſince 
thou ſtandeſt in the place of ſinners; and 
haſt undertaken to expiate the diſobedience 
of Adam, and of all his rebellious offspring, 
O Jeſus, how doit thou humble thyſelf for 
us ſinners! And how do ve — blind 
and ungrateful, forget ail thou haſt done 
for us, and daily offend thee, as if thou 
hadſt done nothing to engage us in gur 
ah” . 80 
O Bleſſed Reine Tom, dall an 
knowled Ze this thy infinite mercy,, and yk bY 
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grateful fidelity, renew every day the me. 
morty of thy goodneſs towards us! Behold 
I bow down and adore thee, hunibled for 
my ſake to the loweſt degree of a miſerable 
— 1 confeſs thee to be my God, as 
much in this ſtate of humiliation, as in thy 
Throne of Glory; and I here offer myſelf 
do be thy ſervant for ever; beſeeching thee 
by all thou ſufferedſt at the Pillar, to take 
me into thy protection, and ſecure me a- 
gainit all the effects of my uſual weakneſs. 

Let thy feourging, O my God, which 
tears thy ſacred body, and makes it but 


one wound expiate and heal all that ſen- 


ſuality, which reigns in my body, in all 


* my ſenſes, and mortal fleſh. 

let me be aſhamed of all that Aae 
| and niceneſs, with which I too often flat 
ter my rebellious fleſh, whilſt thy holy and 
. lein is treated ſo inhumanly: for 
W 

And, 0 my God, deliver me, I beſeech 
| this; from that finful flattery and com- 
T phance, which condemned thee to this bar- 
barity. Pilate knew thee to be innocent, 
and yet, upon human reſpects, he de- 
Alrered thee to thy enemies as 2 crimi- 
nal. Great wickedneſs, I fee, may be 
committed, where a man is not wholly pro- 


fligate; an immoderate deſire of pleaſing 


4 
2 


| Coed Frida 


the world is enough: Complaiſance ig a 
dangerous paſſion; and while it has nothing 
in it but what is ſweet and becoming; yet 
- how great is the weakneſs, how great the 
; injuſtice, how manifold the wickedneſs, into 
which it inſenſibly leads! It was this, O Je- 
ſus, condemned thee to the pillar, and the 
-2ivfs; this was the weakneſs in thy judge: 
8 Wherefore 1 here, with all my ſoul, im- 
plore thy mercy to ſecure me ſt it. Zet 
no compliance O my Jeſus, or any defire 
of pleaſing others, ever prevail on me 
to ſin: Hear me, Itech n e 
eifully grant my petition. 
And the ſoldiers, platting a a crotun * n 
put it upon his head, and they put upon him a 
urple garment ; and they came io him, and 
faid; Hail, King of the Jews; and they 
- firuck him with their hands. John xix. 2. 
And they: ſmote'' his- head with à reed, and 
did ſpit upon him. Mark xv. 19. fit 
O Jeſus! How many are the humilia- 
tions, which thou ſuffereſt for me! Thou, 
who are the Sovereign Lord of the univerſe, 
before whom the Angels bow down, and 
the pillars of heaven tremble; art here made 
x mock-king by thy own creatures, and 
expoſed to all the contempt and inſolence 
their malice can A0Vent;” - TY _—_ 
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this thou chuſeſt to ſuffer; and it is all for 
our ſins; it is to atone for our iniquities, 
thou art thus humbled to the” "Towelt: de- 
gree of ſcorn. 

O my Jeſus, the more Sag We 
. fort me, the more am I bound to love thee. . 
Wherefore behold, in acknowledgement 
to thy great mercy to us ſinners, I now 
bow down and adore thee : I adore thee in 
this thy contempt, and - confeſs thee my 
King, and my God: I offer myſelf as thy 
ſexvant for ever; and it is my hearty deſire, 
that thy Holy Will may be my law, and 


e by thy word I may be governed all my 


life. O Jeſus, come, take poſſeſſton of this 
thy kingdom, rule and govern -in me for 
ever; and let nothing within me be difobe- 
dient to thy commands. 

And thou, O Eternal Father, look up- 
on thy only Son, and accept the ſacrifice 
he offers thee in our behalf; look upon him 
in this humble ſtate, and let his robes of 
ſcorn make atonement for all the pride, 
rodigality, and ſinful expence, with which 
I have hitherto flattered my- undeſerving 
and ſinful carcals. And mercitully grant 
J may no more follow theſe ways, no 
more endeavour to raiſe myſelf by pride, 
while 1 ſee thine only Son accepting 1 no 
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Other ways of reigning, but thoſe of hu- 
mility and the e n 
Grant likewiſe, that whenever, in pain, 
affliction, or any uneafineſs, I fhall find. 
any part of the crown of thorns on my 
head, I may bear it with the humble pa- 
tience ot thy only Son, and ſeek comfort 
in ſuch a reſemblance of his ſuffering. ä 
Grant moreover, O God, that, as often 
as.l come in preſence of my. Redeemer, 1 
may always appear with the reverence due 
to him; that I may bow down and adore 
before him, as my Lord, and my God. 
Never let me appear in fuch an irreverent 
manner, as to be taken for a Jew, or hea» 
then. ſoldier, who comes to infult over. 
him, or expoſe him to ſcorn. - No, my 
God, - let the faith and remembrance of 
his mercies keep me from this part of the 
Jew: For I cannot but fear the inſults of 
unbelievers are not ſo very provoking to 
him, in this day of his humiliation, as. 
the great negligence, the forgetfulneſs, and 
irreligion of chriſtians, who make pro- 
feſſion of believing in him. | 
Pilate went forth again, and ſays to them, 
behold, I bring him forth to you, that you may 
know, 1 find no fault in him. John xix. 4. 
Thus, O Jeſus, is thy innocence pro- i 
claimed by the judge; he has examined thy 
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_ -eaſe; and finds no fault in thee. - But, y 
foul, if thou examineſt thyſelf, canſt thou 
ay the ſame? Canſt thou ſay thou findeſt 
no fault in him? Haſt not thou. often ex- 
cepted  againlt the humility, the charity, 
the temperance, the renouncing of thyſelf, 


and the world, which Jefus preſcribes ? 


Haſt not thou often judged them difficult; 
and for. their difficulty made choice of an 
eaſier method ? Haſt not thou expoſed thoſe 

erſons, who endeavour to come nearer to 

im in thoſe very ways, which he practi- 
; led and taught? And what is all this, but 
to find fault with him? For to except 
againſt his doctrine, and to ridicule thoſe 


fault with him? O my Jeſus, pardon me 
this inſolence, and give me grace to amend ! 
But, my dear Redeemer, ſince Pilate 
declares thee without fault, and yet thy 
Father, who is juſtice itſelf, lets thee be 
thus ſeverely treated, thou muſt have cer- 
tainly ſome crimes, which are unknown to 
Pilate : Yes, thou haſt, O Jeſus, and theſe 


are my. ſins, and thoſe of the whole world. 


Grant I may have fidelity and gratitude to 
adore thee, and to carry pt 4 thee; the 
contuſion: thou beareſt for me. 


Then came Feſus forth, wearing the crown 
of thorns, and ibe purple garment; and 
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who preſs. or practiſe it, is not this to find 
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Pilate fays to chen ; behold the nan. Vim 


xix. | * YON u 0 
he coptions 36) which: ſinners (and | 
Jam one of them) have reduced the Ring 
of glory. What greater object can there 
be of _ and ' contempt! His body 
torn with whips, his head Seb with 
thorns, his 2 disfigured with buffetts 
and blood, a purple rag over his ſhoulders, 
à reed of contempt in his hand, and he 
in this ſtate, expoſed in public to the _ 
.titude! Behold the man 
O my foul, behold thou the man ; — 
ſee, if thou canſt, the foulneſs of thy own 
crimes, which have thus humbled the Son 
of God. He is the ſpotleſs Lamb; and 
yet becauſe he has undertaken to ſuffer for 
thy fins, ſce to what he is reduced: See, 
chere is neither beauty nor comelineſs left 
in him, but all, from head to foot, is m. 
ſery and ſcorn ; moſt contemptible;” even be- 
= low the vileſt and: moſt wretched ſinner” ity 
= the world. Behold the man at leiſure, and 
= then ſee, if thou canſt return to thy former 
ſins, and by new provocations be ungrate- 
ful to that goodneſs, which has been thus 
merciful to the. „  IKODG 


And thou, O my God, Father: Eternal, 
behold the man: See to what 4 low de- 


gree thy Son is humbled for my tranſsref 


* 
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ſions; behold the victim; behold what he 
ſuſters for my ſake. Accept the offering, 
I beſeech thee; and for the fake of Jeſus 
thus humbled, forgive me all my fins, 
May his crown of thorns expiate all the 
vanity of my head and heart; may bis 
ſcornful purple atone for all the folly of 
my vain and expenſive dreſſing; may his 
wounded body cancel all thoſe ſins of ſen. 
ſuality and ſoftneſs, by which I have court. 
ed mine. Ah, my God! Behold thy Son, 
and for what he ſuffers, let me, a poor un- 
—— ſinner, find merey in thy fight. 
Nen "the Chief Prieſts therefore, and of- 
err ſaw him, they cried out, ſaying, cru- 
0 fy him, crucify bim. John xix.. 6. 
Thus not ſoftened by this cruel ſpecta- 
cle, the ungrateful and cruel Jews cry out 
againſt rhee, O Jeſus :- But what doeſt thou, 
O ſinful foul! Bow down before him to 
the ground, and adore thy Jeſus, thus be- 
coming deſpicable for thy ſins; humble 
thyſelf in his fight, and be aſhamed of the 
lamentable effects thy fins have upon 
him; confeſſing here again, that it is thy 
ſins, which ery ſo loud againſt him; and 
that theſe, more than the Jews, have pre- 
vailed for the condemning of innocence. 
Having made this acknowledgment, then 
calt one look again upon thy Redeemer, and 
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ſee if thou canſt hereafter be impatient at 


the ingratitude of thoſe whom thou haſt 
obliged. . See how thy Lord ſuffers the great- 
elt of all ingratitude, cruelty for his bleſbngs, 
and death for his mercies to that people; 1 and 
this with ſilence, humility and patience, 
without once opening his lips to complain. 


0 Bleſſed Jeſus, teach me this leſſon, teach 


me to ſuffer contempt and ingratitude, and 
to look upon this as a homage due to thee, 
for what thou haſt ſuffered for us from 4 
hands of the Jews. | 


Then they took the robe. off fan him, — 


putting on his own garment, they led bim azvay + 


to cruciſy him. Aud as they came: out, they 
found à man of Cyrene, named Simon; bin 
they compelled to bear his craſe. Matth. ii. 
44 
* Thou goeſt forth, 0 Bleſſed. Redeemer; 
to be ; crucified for me, and for my fins. 
Draw me now, I beſeech thee, by the ſpirit 
of thy croſs, that I may follow thee, and ſee 
what ſtill thou haſt to ſuffer for me. I ſee 
thee ſtaggering under the weight of the croſs, 
and weakened by what thou haſt already 
ſuffer ed, unable to go on. Siman therefore 


is called in to help thee; but while he carries 


the wood of the croſs, it is only thou, © 
Jeſus, ,, O Bleſſed Redeemer, carrieſt he 
weight of my ſins. This weight lies uren 


- 
” 
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thee alone. Bleſſed be thou, O Lord, for 
this thy mercy, who” under this burthen 
goeſt to Mount Calvary to ſuffer death, that 
fo I may be delivered from the death of fm. 
Compaſſion moves me to wifh thy burthen 
were made eaſter, by taking off that part, 
-which is occaſioned by my fins. But, 0 
Jeſus, ſince I have ſinned, what remedy have 
I but in thy ſuffering 7 And if my ſins are 
taken off from the weight which lies ſo heavy 
on thee, what can I do bur periſh eternally 
under the guilt ? Eternal thanks therefore be 
to chee, O Jeſus, who haſt undertaken my 
cauſe; and by ſhedding thy facred blood, 
offereſt to reſcue me From the miſery, which 
is otherwiſe due to my fins : : Bleffed be thy 
name for ever. 

And they came to the place called Gol gotha, 
wohich is the place of Calvary ; and they gave 
Him wire to drink mingled with gall ; and when 
be had tajted he world not rin. Matth. 
_ 33 * 

Such are the comforts which. the word 
vive; mingled with gall. This chou waſt 
pleaſed to taſte, that by this gall thou 
mighteſt atone for all the waſteful ſacrifices, 
we make to our appetite ;' and reproach ſuch 
thy followers as feek themſelves with too | 
great an indulgence this way. O Jeſus, may 
I. ever remember thy gall, be contented with 
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whatever, is ſufficient to ſupport nature; ra- 
ceive all with thankſgiving,. as being more 
than 1 deſerve; and never murmur at any 
thing, as as thinking it moſt juſt, the wn 
ſhould not be flattered, but puniſhed, which 
by being once flattered,. has been to us the | 
occaſion of all ſin. 0 . 
There pg; cruci ified, him, and the 279 
one on the right band, e the other on the 
Luke xxiii. 33; 0 aalen 
O Jeſus! Who « can "comprehend. what 
thou ſufferedſt here, in having thy waſted, 
torn, and tormented. body, now 13 N 
forth upon a croſs; thy hands and feet 
faſtened to it with nails; and then raiſed up 
with ſhouts into the air between two thieves, 
and the weight of thy whole body now reſting 
only on thy own wounds : 
Who will how; give me a heart to adore: 
my Redeemer, and tears to lament his ſuffer- 
ings, and my fins, which are the occaſion: of 
them, and are the very nails which have 
bored his ſacred hands and feet, and naled. 
him to the croſs ! 


* 


ground, and Eg thee. . I adore. that love 
and goodneſs, which have brought thee 
here to the. croſs, to ſuffer theſe — Wal 
of torments for my redemption. Thou hadſt 
compaſlion, on me, an unhappy. ſinners and 


O my bleeding Jeſus! | bow, down to, the- bY 


382 ny 
even while T was under thy diſpleaſure didſt 
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undertake to become my ſacrifice, and by thy 
blood to make my peace with thy eternal 
Father. 55 e 

O jeſus, bleſſed be this thy mercy! Bleſ- 
ſed be thy Holy Name for ever: May all 


nations blefs thee ; may all thy creatures 
bleſs thee; may all that is in heaven and 


earth bleſs and give praiſes to thee; may 


they adore and magnify thee for ever; for 


that thou haſt had regard to ſo poor and 
wretched a ſinner as I am; and, for my 
ſalvation, haſt not ſpared thy own life, but 


delivered it up to all that is affficting, infa- 
mous and tormenting, and art become a 


ſpectacle of ſcorn to the whole world. 
And what return ſhall J make for what 
thou haſt thus 'metcifully done for me? 


What leſs return can I make, than of my- 
ſelf to thee? For Fam not only thy creature 
whilſt all the being I have is the effect of thy 


power; but having been loſt to God, and in- 
capable of reſcuing myſelf from that unhap- 
py ſtate, thou, O Jeſus, haſt given thy 
blood, the price of my ranſom, and by thy 
death, I am ſet fre. ſe 


* 


Hence, O Divine Redeemer, I ſee myſelf 


to be thy purchaſe ; I ſee myſelf ſnatched 


cout of the jaws of hell-by the mercy of thy 
facred paſſion; and thy wounds are opened 


ad bas ac DT. 
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to heal my diſtempered ſoul. Being thus 
redeemed by thy blood, it is plain Jam the 
purchaſe of thy love, and that T ought upon 
this title, to belong to thee. _ 

- And this now, O Jeſus, I aſk of thee, 
that I may belong to. thee, and become. 
wholly thine. | For this end, behold I now 
bring all the fins of my whole life-paſt, and 


them to be mine, and am afhamed_ of this 


But I now moſt humbly beg, that by this 
divine ſacrifice on the craſs they may be all 
W cancelled, and that by thy ſacred blood TI. 
may be cleanſed from all their guilt. 
| 6 Jeſus, lock down from the croſs on this 
poor ſheep, which has miſerably gone aſtray, 
but now ſenſible of its unhappineſs, returns 
W to thee. Lay me on-thy ſhoulders, O Divine 
W Paſtor, and preſent me to the Eternal Father. 
Whoſe wounds thou haſt received for me, let 
W them therefore plead for me, and obtain my 
| pardon. 
O btain likewiſe let me, O merciful Re- 
deemer, ſuch grace and inward ſtrength of 
mind, as to prevent the return of my uſual 
1 failings, and that I may no more offend tliee 
any wilful fin. This I aſk with all the 
I 2arneltneſs of my ſoul; becauſe I ſee now 
he horror of ſin; I ſee now what a Jacks: 


lay Hein at the foot of thy croſs ; I confeſs 


monſtrous heap of iniquity: and ingratitude. 
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ble creature I- ſhall be, if after the infinite 
love thou haſt ſhewed towards me, | I {till 
prove rebellious againſt thee, and loſe: the 
muß of all thy merey. 

Help me therefore, 1 8 hes; by 


thy facred blood, which thou didſt ſhed 


on the croſs; and let my ſoul be now ſo 
poſſeſſed with the love of thy goodneſs, 
as to be willing to regis all things, 
myſelf, and the world; rather than offend 
thee. For what, O my God, will it pro- 


ft me, to have been redeemed by thee, if 


I. ſtill live in fin, and deſpiſe what thou 
haſt done for me? What will then thy 
blood avail me, but only contribute to my 
greater damnation, ſince the contempt of ſo 
N mercy mult be the increaſe of my 
t 
e me therefora, 0 Divine Saviour, 
from this unhappineſs. Remember, I be- 
ſeech thee, thou cameſt to ſave the world; 


be therefore a Jeſus to me, and ſave me. 
Let not thy coming be fruſtrated in me, but ; 
no, from this, moment, give me grace to i 


detelt all my evil ways, and forſake them. 


Let not the devil, the world, or the fich, i 
any more prevail on me to fin: Thou ſuffer- 
eſt on the croſs, to overcome thefe ; grant 


therefore I may now find this thy victory in 
my ſoul, and that all their malignant power 
being 
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ſubdued, I may not be under their 
ren but be wholly-governed by thee. 
Thus, O jeſus, e in men and be 
a — to. me. 
1d Feſus ſaid, Fables, er them, for 
hy know not what they do. Luke xxiii. 34. 
O moſt- adorable charity of our -eruct- 
fied. Redeemer !/-, Whilſt thou art nailing. 
on the Croſs, thou prayeſt for thoſe, who 
are executing this cruelty upon thee. This 
ſhews it is an excels of love, that has 


ſince thou offereſt thy blood for thoſe that 
ſhed it. This ſhews what confidence I may: 


worthineſs through my manifold ſins, will 
not exclude me from thy mercy, if Jam but 
prepared to accept it. O Jeſus look upon 

me therefore ; and though by my finsT have 
become thy enemy, yet let me have part iu 


tioners, 2 exclude not me, I beſeech thee. 
And now, O God, open my breaſt to 
What divine charity, of which thou haſt here 
Piven me ſo great an example, and teach me 
he practice of forgiving all injuries, and 
en the worſt of eneniics. Let this be my 
practice all my life, and, O Jeſus, let unt 
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brought thee to this ignominious death, 


have in thee, ſince praying for thy enemies, 
thou Raſt convinced me that my great un- 


b thy mercy. Thou haſt admitted thy execu- 


ot die without it. For bew can be a Dif | 


| 
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1 .ciple of the croſs, if I depart from thee in this 
l great leſſon of the croſs ? And how can 1 
l think of dying well, if I learn not from thee 
1 to die? Help me therefore, O. Bleſſed Re. 
= deemer, in this point, and may all the per. 
verſneſs of my nature be. overcome by thy 
grace, that notwithſtanding all the violence 
of my natural corruption, [ ag Jive th thy 
Diſciple, and ſo die. 
A Lo they that paſſed by reviled kim. — T 
Chief Prieſts alſo with the Scribes and Elders, 
mocking him, ſaid, Matt. xxvil. 39. 41. 
Hou art thou pleaſed, O Jeſus, to ſuffer, 
even to thy laſt breath ! we are ſenſible how 
great a temptation it is to be deſpiſed in time 
of ajiliction ; and yet contempts and inſults f 
are thy entertainment in thy greateſt humili- 
ation. Bleſſed be this thy patience and hu- 
mility, O Jeſus, who ſuffereſt all this for f 
my ſake from the hands of finners : Grant] 
that being thy Diſciple, I may inherit ſome i 
portion of thy ſpirit, and then remember 
"what is my duty, when I am in affliftion, or 1 
-under contempt. But as for joining in adding 1 
1. miſery to the miſerable, never ſuffer me, 18 
bpbPeſeech thee to fall under this Jewiſh guilt, I 
11 own it is enough to make one tremble to ſee 
| the moſt learned, and even the leader 
"amongſt the Jews, the Chief Prieſts, Scribes 
16 and Elders, railing againſt thee: But where 


—— 
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learning is corrupted by intereſt and malice, 
there can be no truſt in its conduct: preſerve 
me therefore, I beſeech thee, from theſe evils 
and let not theſe be my guides, which ſo 
early Soya to revile thee in thy ſufferings, 
and mock at the croſs, = rag? 
After this, | Jeſus, —that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, ſayt, Itbipſt. John xix. 28. 

O Jeſus, in what extremity. mult thy thirſt 
be, who complaineſt of it, having gone 
| through ſo many torments without opening 
thy mouth! I bleſs thee my Redeemer, for 
whatever thou ſufferedſt in this thy laſt hour, 
and beg that this thy thirſt may be the expi- 
ation of my intemperance; as likewiſe of that 
exceſs of ſelf-love and niceneſs, which I can- 
not but reprove in myſelf, who, on days of 
humiliation and penance, cannot bear the 
leaſt thirſt, but I am preſently contriving 
how to remedy the trouble of it, though 
with injury to my faſt. O my God, this 
continual fencing againſt all that gives uneaſi- 
neſs or trouble, is it what becomes a Diſciple 
of the croſs, after ſuch a pattern. ſet us by 
thee our head! Pardon me, I beſeech thee, 
and give me on this day of mercy, a better 
ſpirit; ſuch a ſpitit, that by the merit of 
thy adorable thirſt, all ſelf.love may be 
moderated in me, and ſuch a change may be 
v rought, that I may no more thirſt after ihe 
R ij 


falſe goods of the world, nor be diſtracted 
with thoſe vain defires, which have ſo often 
waſted my ſpirit, and taken my heart from 
the ſolicitude of more ſubſtantial goods. 
About the ninth hour Jeſus cried — a loud 
voice, ſaying—My God, my God, why va 
thou forſaken me? Matt, xxvii. 46. 
O Jeſus, how great muſt thy ſuffering be 
thus to cry out! This is the complaint of 
nature, which thus expreſſes its uneaſineſ 
under the croſs, which the Spirit had choſen, 
And it is rather an inſtruction from thy 
mouth, to put us in mind of the greatneſs of 
| ot thy torments, of the rigour of thy divine 
juſtice, and of the cauſe, tor which thou art 
expoſed to this extremity. It is to put me 
upon conſidering and alking, why thou ſuf- 
1 tereſt all this. And why is it, O Jeſus? It 
| 1 for the redemption of man. It is for me 
l a poor worm, a wretched ſinner, an enemy 
l to God, a captive of hell: For me, thus un- 
| worthy of all favours, thou being the Son of i 


lik God, infinit in glory, humbleſt thyſelf: to if 
1 the loweſt degree of all that is — 1 
| t contemptible, and tormenting, and now | 
| 
| 
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10 with nature, left to feel the extremity of the 
laſt anguiſh, giveſt up thy life, in the moſt 
ignominious manner, asa malefactor, between i 
two thieves, on the croſs. And why all this 
| _ excels of compaſſion, charity, and love, but 
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for me à ſinner? bleſſed be this thy infinite 
goodneſs, O Eternal Father, who haſt ſo 
loved the world, as to give thy only Son. 
Bleſſed be this thy mercy, O Eternal Son 
who haſt done fo much for fuch a ſinful 
world. May thy name, O God, be adored, 
and blefled for ever, and may all that are re- 
deemed by thee renounce their ſlavery, and 
ſurrender themſelves to be thy faithful ſer- 

vants for ever. CLOSE, ee os 
And Jeſus crying again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the Gboſt. Matt xxvii. 500. 
Thus all is accompliſhed, the great ſacri- 
fice is offered for the ſins of the world in thy 
death, O jeſus, on the croſs. It was on 
Friday this great work of man's redemption 
was wrought. Let this day, all the year, be 
a memorial to me, a memorial of thy humi- 
liations, O Jefus, of thy torments, of thy 
death. Let it be to me a day of thankſgiving, 
a day of humiliation, of patience, of contri- 
tion, and penance. Let me on this day, 
lament thy ſufferings, and my ſins, and do 
nothing on it, but what may be agreeable 
to the ſpirit of an humble penitent: and 
if any thing uneaſy happens to me, let it be 
my endeavour to bear it with patience; an- 
ſwerable to thy example, O Jeſus. May this 
be my method on every Friday, through 
the whole courſe of the year. It was about 

| R 11 
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the ninth hour, that is three o' clock, thou 
expiredſt on the croſs; an hour worthy of 
particular veneration. May I never loſe the 
remembrance of the merey, but endeavour 
to renew it in my heart, as often as that 
hour ſtrikes, by adoring the ſalvation of the 
world 'hanging on the croſs, and dying for 


O Father Eternal, receive the ſacrifice 


which thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, has 
oftered for us, and through the merits of 


his paſſion, forgive us all our fins. - I am 
mmworthy through the multitude of my ini- 
quities, and, of myſelf, have no hope of ob. 


_ tdiming thy mercy. But, O0 God, Took 


not now upon me, but upon thy only 8; 
for he has undertaken the cauſe of ſinners, 
and is become their ſacrifice: And canſt 


thou deſpiſe this ſacrifice? No, my God, 


thou canſt not. For he is thy Son, in whom 
thou art well pleaſed ; and ſuch are his ſuffer- 
ings for us, thou canſt not deny us that 
mercy, which his merits demand in our i 
behalf 9: 57 | 13.984 STO | 
» Behold then, O merciful Father, behold 
this victim, Jeſus, thy only Son, nailed and 
expiring on the croſs: In this is all my com- 
fort; here is the ground of all my hope. 
My fins are a terror to my ſoul; but having 
ſo plentiful a redemption, who can deſpair! 
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I cannot be thus. injurious to my Lord: for 
though I am ſenſible of my great unworthi- 
neſs, yet I know who my Redeemer is, and 
I have ſeen what has been the rigor of bis 
ſuffering ; in him therefore do I hope, and 
this hope-all the power of hell ſhall not be 
able to take from me. Look therefore, O 
God, upon Chriſt Jeſus, and through the 
merits. of his paſſion, receive a poor finner, 
into the favour of thy mercy. 1 

For though I have ſinned, yet behold, my 
God, I deſire now to renounce my evil ways, 
and amend my life; becauſe I know the blood... 
of my Redeemer does not cancel unforſaken 
ſins, and I can have no hopes of mercy. 
through him, if I do not from my heart re- 
pent of the evils I have done. For this 
reaſon therefore, O God, 1 repent of my. 
ſins, that ſo J may have an intereſt in the 
paſſion of my Redeemer, and by his blood, 
be cleanſed from the guilt of all my iniquities. 

I repent likewiſe becauſe I ſee now the 


W great hatred, thou beareſt to fin; and. the | 
© great rigor, with which thou puniſheſt it, 


even in thy only Son undertaking to become 
a ſacrifice for it. And have not I reaſon to 


hate that, which I now am convinced to 


be ſo hateful to th e:? J 
- But above all, I repent becauſe of the in 
finite- love, which thou haſt ſhewn to me; 
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that love which moved thee to have com. 
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paſſion on me, when I was in fin ; which 
moyed thee to be ſolicitous for my deliver. 
ance ; which prevailed on thee to give thy 
only Son, and by his death to purchaſe my 
redemption.  - O God, ſuch love. as this 
from , thee, whom- I had offended, and 
to me ſo wretched a ſinner, obliges me to 


love thee, , obliges me to deteſt all the ſins, 


by which I have offended, and to enter into 
a new covenant, for being more faithful to 
thee for what remains of my life. Where- 
fore, behold, I now deſire in thy preſence to 
be ſorry for all my fins, and hope thou wilt 
have regard to this contrition of my heart, 
and to this offering I make to my Lord Jeſus, 

O love of my foul! Thou art become a 
Holocauſt of obedience upon a croſs for me ; 
and what can I do leſs, than reſign .mylelt 


wholly to thee! "To thee, who deſerveſt ſo 
much, both for thy own Divine nature, for | 
thy benefits, and for that exceſs of goodnels, 
by which thou now ſuffereſt for my fins ! Be- 
hold, O my God, for the deſire IL have to pleaſe 


thee, I offer thee all the affections of my ſoul, 
and with ſuch a diſpoſition, that my only trou- 
ble is, that I may be. falſe to the offer I make, 


and may rather chuſe to do my own will 
than - thine. Behold I renounce all fatul 
ſatisfactions; and if it were in my power to 


N 


enjoy them all, yet would I freely renounce 
all for the love of thee. TI renounce all 
Honour and workdly eſteem, and will tread 
all under my feet, rather than be wanting in 
my obedience to thy Holy Will. I renounce 
all conventences of this world, defiring to 
partake of none, but only as far as it may be 
in order to thy ſervice. My ſoul defires to 
pleaſe no other but thee alone, who art my 


8 


thou wilt that Ibe in health, be thou bleſſed: 
If thou wilt that J be vifited with pain or 
ſickneſs, be thou bleſſed. If thou wilt that 
I have comfort and inward peace, be thou 
bleſſed, If thou wilt that IL be afflicted, bleſ- 
fed be thy Holy Name. I bow down to the 
very bottom of my own nothing, to acknow- 
ledge my dependence, and thy abſolate do- 
minion over me; and I with all creatures: 
would render thee the ſame ſubmiſſion as is 
due to thee, that ſo all may be thine, as thou 
baſt been pleaſed to become ours, and offer- 
3c- ett thyſelf to be ours, for all eternity in Para - 
ale i dife. aig mn. bes 
ul, Thus from my heart offer myſelf to thee, 
4x4 O ſeſus, and having paid this homage, I be- 
ke, eech thee now to hear the petitions I make 
will  t6 the. 3 1 n 
. © my ſweet Saviour, and faithful Shep- 
herd of my ſoul, receive me an unworthy , 
R vv 
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fpouſe, Thy Wilt be wholly done in me: If 
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creature, 2 wandering. ſheep, who have ſo 
often run away from thee my God, and be. 
ing carried away by my own follies, have 
lived at a diſtance from thee. Open now, I 
beſeech thee, thy heart and thy wounds; 
that in them, with all my miſeries may I be 
hid from the wrath of my God, be protected 
and purified. Crucify in me my fleſh, with 
all its vices and luſts. Teach me to follow 
thy example, and to ve a crucified life, that 
the world may be crucified. to me, and I to 
the world ; that I may every day ſubdue in 
myſelf whatever is not agreeable to thy dar 


a will and to the rule thou haſt given me. 


{ Extinguiſh i in me all ambition, pride, and 
vanity, the love of the world, and every de- 
gree of vicious ſelf. love: Root out all evil 
affections; and let my heart, now; purchaſed 
by th load; prove no more treacherous 


_ againſt thee by admitting any thoughts or 


defires, which. are in n of 50 rn 


5 * lead to ſin. 


Renew, I beſeech thee, a * ſpirit with- 

in my bowels ; incline my will to every good 
work, poſleſs. my heart with the love To thee 
alone, and give me a ſpirit to be ever edify- 
ing in thy worſhip, and faithful in thy — 
vice, that I may glory in nothing, but 3 in as 
croſs _; our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. Rüth 
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Fulfil now thy words in me: For didſt 
thou not promiſe, that, when thou ſhouldeſt 
be lifted up from the earth, thou wouldeſt 
draw all things to thyſelf ? Behold: now thou 
art lifted up, draw me therefore now to thee: 
Draw me powerfully ; draw me with ſuch: a 
ſtrength of inward light and grace, as may 
break all my bonds, all my ill cuſtoms, ii 
affections, and corrupt paſſions; as may ſet 
my heart at full liberty of loving and ſerving 
thee; that ſo I may never more be ſeparated 
from thee, who waſt nailed to the crols tor ; 
my ſalvation. | 
O Jefus, my only Giri, who haſt fuk 
fered for me, let the fruit of thy paſlion-and 
death be found in my foul. I beſeech thee, 
by all the contempt and ſcorn to which thou 
walt expoſed by thy cruel death, be merciful 
to me, and give me grace, both now, and 0 
the hour of my death. Amen. 
0 Crucified Redecmer, Saviour of; the 


8 world; have mercy on me, and let all the 


| torments of thy paſſion, thy moſt precious 
blood, and all thy mercies, ſtand at the laſt 


day between thy rigorous Judgment and _y 
ar foal. - Amen. 


Our, the good Shepherd, ha haſt 
given thy life for thy fheep, grant that. the 
AT of ws facred blood, and all the 

R * 
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Str of thy. paſſion, may be to me, and all 

ſinners, comfort and ſalvation. Amen. 
O Innocent Lamb of God, who takeſt 

away the ſins of the world, I beſeech thee, 

by all the anguiſh of thy facred. paſlion, by 

thy death on the croſs, have mercy. on me, 

and ſpare me in the dreadful hour, when l 
fall be ſummoned to appear before thee. 
Amen. 

O Son, obedient to thy Father, who with 
ſoch a ready ſubmiſſion didſt drink of the 
bitter cup, and take the gall that was given 
thee on the croſs; I beſeech thee, by thy 
facred wounds, that I may become mild, pa- 
nicnt, and obedient te thy holy will, even to 
death,” - Aen. 

O Jeſus, the High Prieſt, who haſt offered 
to thy eternal Father an offering without 
ſpot, for reconciling ſinners to God; grant 
by the infinite merits of thy life, of thy pal- 

- Hon and death, that I may die to the world, 
and ſo live to thee alone, that departing hence 
n peace, I may hve with thee lor ever. 
Ame ts 

O feſus of Nazareth, el the Jews, 4 
beleech thee by the victory and triumph over 

Wy enemy and ours, on the crols, defend me 
from all my enemies, preſerve my body and 
 Jonl from all danger: Grant peace and unity 
79 ay church, Mercy, and reſt to vga faithful 


departed, repentance and pardon to ſinners, 
and ſuch grace to all, as their ſtate and cir- 
cumſtances require for their eternal good. 
—— K. 7˙ ˙ pe 
O moſt merciſul Jeſus, behold I now re- 


turn to thee; I return to thee, and acknow- 


But I am filled with confuſion, when 1 con- 
ſider thy bleeding wounds, when I ſee thy 


1 WS facred head crowned with thorns, and know 
e thou haſt ſuffered all theſe things, and art 
n thus tormented for my ſake. For it is I, O 
* my God, I confeſs it, it is I have been thy 
a- executioner ; I have opened theſe wounds, I 


have torn / thy body, I have put on this 
crown, and nailed thee to the erofs. . ,. 


ed But then here, O my Jefus, how great is 
ut thy charity! How wonderful thy compaſſion 
nt -and-mercy! I have ſinned and thou art pu- 
al- niſhed. I am the malefactor, and the death, 
ld, which is due to me, thbu ſuffereſt. I was: 
ace thy enemy, and by dying on the croſs thou 


makeſt me thy child. I was a captive, and 
by thy blood thou recovereſt my liberty. O 
my Jeſus! Oh that I could love thee as thy 
goodneſs deſerves ! How ſhould I then returg 
all to thee, and labour with my whole heart 
to ſerve thee as long as I live! Help me, I 
beſeech thee, and by all that thou haſt ſuffer- 
ed, obtain for me this one mercy, that I may 
lincerely love thee. 


| ledge thee for my Father, and my God. 
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the leſſon this myſtery teaches us; 
alſo ought to be buried together with theey 
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\ Bleſſed Redermer, who waſt vleaſed: to 

de taken down from the croſs, and laid 
in a xſepulchre, ſo to confirm to all generations 
the truth of thy death for us, and of thy re- 
ſurrection from the dead, grant, that by a 


firm faith of what thou haſt ſuffered for us, 


we may plentifully partake of thy mercies, 
and daily increafe in that love and hope, 
which are to bring us to the polleingn- of 


. thee. 7 


Grant, that from thy ſacred body . 
laid in the ſepulchre, we may this da Pp learn 
at Ne 


that we are not only to labour that, in the 
likeneſs of thy death, the old man may die in 
us, but that he may be buried alſo; ſo that 


it de altogether hid from the world, and no- 


thing appear in us but the new man only, 
Which! is renewed in us by thy death. | 
O God, how. happy fruit of thy paſioh 


BY would it be to us, could we obtain this 


mercy. I profeſs, O my God, it is what f 
heartily deſire; for 1 v.5 convinced of the 
folly of ſin; I ſee the vanity of all that 
pleaſes for a moment; I am uneaſy under my 
own repeated inßrmities, and tired with the 
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ſtrange corruption to which] am ſubject, 
and which will not be ſubdued. 

Oh! that 1 could ſee an end. of this un- 
happineſs! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death! It perplexes, it diſtracts, it 
carries me inſenſible to earth and filth, even 
when J deſire to be converſing with thee my 
God: Who will deliver me fromthis body 
of death! Thete is none can do this, but 
only thou, O Jeſus; thou only, who haſt 
overcome ſin and death, can vork this 
effect in me, and give me this victory, which 
deſire. Wherefore to thee, O Jeſus, 1 
apply myſelf : I will now fit at thy ſepulchre, 
and recollecting all that thou haſt ſuffered for 
me, implore thy mercy, and by thy ſacred 
paſſion, beſeech thee to have compaſſion 
on me, and help me in the relief of my neceſ- 

fities, which are my preſent complaint. 5 
Chriſt, hear us. . I 
; Chriſt; graciouſly hear us. | 
Joins, ſon of the Living God, Hove mercy 
0 i 
Jeſus, who ddt take upon thee the form 
of a ſervant, waſt deſpiſed aud rejected of 
men, a man of ſorrows, and e 
with grief, Have mercy on us: | 
Jeſus, who waſt fold by thy own - — | 
for thirty pieces of filver, Have mercy on ur. 

Jeſus, who in the Garden of Gethfemans 


| 
| 
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didſt proſtrate thyſelf to the ground in prayer, 
and in thy agony waſt covered over with a 
Tweat of blood, Have mercy on ul. 

Jeſus, who by Judas walt betrayed with a 
kiſs, Have mercy on us, 

Jeſus, who waſt forſaken by all thy Diſci- 
ples, Have Mercy on us. © 

Jeſus, who waſt falſely accuſed before 
Annas and Caiphas, waſt {truck on the face 
before the judge, didſt ſuffer ſuch contradic- 
yon of ſinners againſt thee, Hove mercy on us. | 

Jeſus, - moſt meek, humble in heart, 
patient and merciful, who kneweſt no ſin, 


neither was guile found in thy mouth; Who, 


when thou waſt reviled, reviledſt nor: again, 


and when thou fufferedſt, threatnedit not 


Have mercy on us. | - 

Jeſus, who waſt -thrice defied by Peter 
the chief of thy Apoſtles, Have mercy on ws. if 
Jeſus, who waſt blindfolded, fpit upon, 
and buffeted, and hated, without caule, 
Have mercy on ur. | 

Jeſus, who gaveſt thy back to the whips, 
and thy cheeks to them that plucked off the 


| hair, Have mercy on ur. 


Jeſus, who waſt bound by thy own poi; 
and by their malice delivered to Pilate, Have | 
mercy on us. 
Jeſus, who waſt deſpiſed and mocked! by 
Herod, and by him clothed as a fool; "Have 


Mercy on us. 
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| 1 who waſt 7 up by Pilate to the 
will of the Jews, Have mercy on um. 

Jeſus, who waſt ſcourged at a. pillar, | 
crowned with thorns, and ſtruck with a 
reed, Have mercy on Us. | 

Jeſus, who hadſt Barabbas, a murderer; 
preferred before thee, Have merc 1 on. us. 

Jeſus, condemned to a mo ſhameful 
death, and led as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, 
without opening thy mouth, Have mercy 
on us. 

Jeſus who faintedſt under the weeks of 
the croſs on thy way to Calvary, Have res - 
on %. 

Jeſus, who hadſt thy hands and feet 
bored with nails, and faſtened to the crols, | 
Have mercy on us. 

Jeſus, who waſt reckoned with cranſorel. 
ſors, and crucified between two thieves, Have 
mercy on us. | | 

Jeſus, who waſt blaſphemed by thoſe chat 
paſſed by, waſt derided by the Jews, mocked 
by the ſoldiers, and reviled by the malefac- 
tors, Have Mercy on us. 

Jeſus, who in thy great thirſt hadſt gall 
and vinegar given thee to drink, Have ney 3 
on Us. | 

Jeſus, who prayedſt to thy Father for 
| thy enemies, and freely promiſedſt Paradiſe 
ta the penitent thief, Have MENCy on uu. 
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Jeſus, who waſt obedient to thy Father 
to death, even the death of the — wg and 
having commended thy Spirit into his hands, 
 didft give up the ghoſt, Have mercy on us. 

Jeſus, out of whoſe fide, pierced with a 
ſpear, came water and blood, Have ene on 
1. 

Jeſus, the good - ſhepherd, kat laidft 
down thy life for thy ſheep ; who haſt loved 
us, and waſhed us from our fins in thy e own 

blood, Have mercy on us. 

- Jeſus, who deliveredſt th yſelf for us an 
en and facrifice to God, in the odour 
of ſweetneſs, Haus merey on us. 

Bel merciful to us! Spare us: O Jeſun. 

From all evil, from the ſnares of the 
devil, and from ſudden death, O Lord, 
deliver 16. 

From ihe corruption of the world, and 
our own infirmities, which lead: to fin, O 
Lord, deliver us. 

By thy agony and bloody ſweat, O Lord. 
deliver us. | | 

By thy buffetting and ſcourging at the 
pillar, O Lord deliver us. 

By thy crown of thorns, and all the 
contempt thou ſufferedeſt from thy people, 

O Lord deliver us. 


By thy croſs apd paſſion, O Lord, deliver 
. 
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"By thy five ſacred wounds, O Lord, deliver 


Us. 

By thy death and burial, O Lard, deliver 
Us. 

We ſinners, - Beſeech thee. deity R 

That being dead to ſin, we may live to 
7 — We beſeech thee hear ies. | 

That we may not glory, but in the crbſs 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, We beſeech 1208” 
hear us. 

That for the love of than; the world may 
be crucified to us, and we to the world, We | 
beſecch thee hear us. 

That we may always bear-in our body ts: 
mortification of Jeſus, We befeech thee bear 
us. 

That we may defire to know nothing but 
8 Jeſus crucified, We beſeech thee hear us. | 

That we may take up our croſs daily, 
and follow thee, We beſcech thee hear us. © 

That we may erucify the fleſh, with the 
luſts and defires thereof, We beſeech thee bear 
us 

That thy blood may cleanſe us froin Fey 
works to ſerve the living God, We beſeeets\ 
thee hear us. 

That dying to an, and being buried with 
thee, we may henceforth walk with thee in 
newneſs of life, Me beſeech thee hear urn. 

That being bought with an meſtimadle - 
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price, we may glorify, God in our bodies, 
Me beſeech thee hear us. 


That we may know thee, and the follow. 
ſhip of thy ſufferings, being made confor. 
mable to thy death, We beſeech thee hear us. 

That being cleanſed from dead works, we 
may no more crucify to ourſelves the Son 
of God, We beſeech thee hear us. 

That we may fuffer the loſs of all, and a 

count all things as dung, that we gain "thee, 7 
O Chriſt, We beſeech:thee hear us. 

That looking up. to thee, who for the 
joy that was ſet before thee, endureſt the | 
croſs. deſpiſing the ſhame, and art now ſet 
at the right-hand of God, we may not be | 
wearied, nor faint in our minds, * beſeech 
ihee n 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins 
of the world, Spare us, O Feſus. + 

Lamb of God, that: _ away the fins 
of the world, Hear us, O Jeſus. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins * 
of the world, Have Mercy on un. | 


Let us Pray. . 


ORD Jeſus, we beſeech bea by: that 
love wherewith thou lovedſt thy own 
unto tbe end; by that bloody ſweat Which 

thou ſuſſeredſt in the garden: By all th 
injuries and grief, in being ſold and betrayeſſſ 
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by thy own Diſciple ; in being bound and 
led away by the Jews; abſolve us from all 
our ſins, and faſten our fouls to thee by the 
ſtrongeſt bonds of love which can never be 

Lord Jeſus, who being Judge of the 
quick and the dead, waſt brought before 
Pilate; and, as a malefactor, accuſed by 
the wicked Jews ; -help us miſerable finners, 


ve deſeech thee, and be our advocate; that 
„Mat the laſt dreadful judgment we may not be 


condemned with the wicked, but with thy 


Faithful ſervants be received into thy eternal 


cingdom. Amen. | 
Lord Jeſus, who waſt, with cruelty 


Y ourged, as a flave, at the pillar, and, in 


ontempt, crowned with thorns; grant to 
s thy ſervants, that bringing our bodies 
to ſubjection by voluntary chaſtiſements, 
e may become worthy members of ſuch _ 
head. Amen. | 


Lord Jeſus, who by thy hands and feet 


Wait nailed to a croſs, and with the ſame 


ails didſt faſten to the croſs the hand writing 


f condemnation that was againſt us; grant 


that 
Wir liberty. Amen. 
hich 
aye 


own 


Pus, that being delivered from the captivity 


ſin, we may bear theſe ſacred wounds in 
e middle of our hearts as the marks of 


Lord Jeſus, who having finiſhed all, didſt N 


* 


NT ay life into thy Father's hands, 


may no longer live to ourſelves, but to thee, 
who diedſt for us. Amen. 
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chuſe for us; and that, at the hour of our 
merits of thy ſacred paſſion find 227 0 
never do any thing, by which thou, O Jeſus, 


the croſs, and wearing a crown of - thorns; 
I beſeech thee, that, by thy ſuffering on the 
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"Avath haſt breathed into dying 
vr <n a 4 reath of life; grant we beſeech 
thee, to us ſinners, that we who owed our 
whole ſelves to thee for our creation, and 
now again owe all to thee for our redemption, 


Lord Jeſus, who after thy death waſt 
taken down from the croſs; vouchſafe, we | 
beſeech thee, that we may bear as long as 
we live, whatever croſs thou ſhalt pleaſe to | 


death, being delivered from it, we may. be 
preſented before thee, and through the 


k-_Þ poo oa 


Amen. 

Lord Jeſus, who being laid in the ſepul 
chre, waſt lamented by thy blefſed mother, 
and other holy women; grant, that we 
alſo may, with tears of contrition, lament 
what thou haſt ſuffered for us, and may 


mayeſt again be crucified : To whom, with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be given 
all praiſe and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I adore thee nailed to 


groſs, I may be delivered from the ſtriking 
angel. l {oat Eng + 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt, I adore thee wounded 
on the croſs, and having gall and vin 
given thee to drink; I beſeech thee that 
thy wounds may be the remedy of my ſoul. 
Amen. 
Lord Jeſus Chris, I adore thee in the 
extremity of anguiſh, giving up thy ſpirit 
into thy Father's hands; I beſeech thee have 
mercy on my ſoul at its departure from 
my body, and bring it to lite everlaſting. 
Amen. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, L adore thee laid in 
the ſepulchre with myrrh and ſpices; I 
beſeech thee that thy death may be life to me. 
Amen. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I adore thee deſcend- 
into hell, to deliver thence the captive | 
— 1 J boſeech thee by all thy mercies, 
that my ſoul at its leaving the body, my 
be with thee- in paradiſe. Amen. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the good hei 
Wpreſerve the juſt, call ſinners to repentance, 
protect all the faithful, bring all that are in 
error to thy fold, enlighten thoſe that are in 
_ _— and have mercy. on me a poor, 
ble and unworthy ſinner. Amen. 


© Sau — 


Let us Prof. 


Tow Jefus Chriſt, I beſeech thee, that 
thy ſacred paſſion may be my ſtrength, 
by which I may be ſupported, protected, 
| 0 defended. Let thy facred wounds be 
ew. meat and drink, and by which my foul 
may be fed, comforted, and delighted, 
May the ſprinkling of thy blood. by the 
cleanſing of all my fins, and let thy death 
be to me eternal glory. .In theſe let my 
entertainment be, my refreſhment, my | 
health, my joy, my ſtudy, the deſire of 
my body and ſoul, both now and for ever. 
Amen. 


: RED 
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ORD Jeſus Chriſt, who on this night 
didſt ariſe from che grave, triumphant 
over fin and death: grant, that we may 
worthily rejoice in thy victories, and find 
in our ſouls the comfortable truits of thy 
reſurrection. | 
Let us ſing allelujahs to the King of 
Glory ; ; becauſe, having laid down his lile 
for our redemption, he is now riſen to a 
life immortal. 


© 


Praiſe 
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Praiſe our Lord in his ſanctuary, praiſe 
him in the firmament of his power. 
Praiſe him for the 7 things he has 
done, praiſe him for his ripen, des | 
has no bounds, 
Praiſe him with the ſound of on 
praiſe him with pſalter and harp. 
Praiſe him with the drum, and the flute, 
praiſe him with the * inſtruments, and 
the organs. 
Praiſe him . with loud and harmonious 
cymbals, praiſe him with the cymbals of 
Jubilee; let every thing that breathes praiſe 
our Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, And 
ever ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 
Let us ſing allelujahs to the King of 
glory; becaule, having laid down his life 


or our redemption, he is now riſen to a ** 
immortal. | 


Chriſt, hear us. 


Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 

Jeſus, our reſurrection and life, 79 

Jefus, who waſt dead, andnow liveſt, | D. 
| Jeſus, the firſt born of the dead, SS 

Jeſus, our paſſover, 8 8 

Jeſus, who waſt deliveredforous Com. & 


d art riſen a for our juftification 
Vol. IV. 8 
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_ Jeſus, — iumphed over death, 


Jeſus, who broken * ns of 13 
hell, 5 „ 
Jeſus, to e power is given inn 


heaven and earth, 


hell, 
Jeſus, our peace, | 
Jeſus, the brightneſs of eternal light, 
Jeſus, our hope, 0 
Jeſus, the ſplendor of glor , 
Jeſus, the Author of life, 
Jeſus, the Mediator of the New Teſ- 


tament, 


Jeſus, the * and Finiſher of our 


faith, 
Jeſus, who haſt delivered us from the 
wrath to come, 


Jeſus, my Lord, and my God, ind if 


Jeſus, ſtrong and powerful in battle, 


| Jeſus, who haſt made us a kingdom, " 
and Prieſts to God the Father, en 


- Jeſus, the ſtone rejected by the buil- 
ders, and made the head of the corner, 


Jeſus, who haſt the A of death and * 


* mg 
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Jeſus, Lord of copay and "_ of ; 
Kings, | | 
Chriſt, hear us. 


Wr Chriſt, cn dern Ws. ede 
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rate, be. 
Let us "Pray. 


405 GOD, * whoſe mercy we PE ſeen 
how much our Bleſſed Redeemer has 
ſuffered for our ſalvation; grant, that being 
now come to the joyful myſtery of his reſur- 
rection, we may rejoice in his glory, and 
© endeavour in a new life to make the beſt ac- 
Wknowledgment we are able of all he has done 
Wand ſuffered for us. Help us, O Jeſus, in 
this, and by the bleſſing of this day confirm 


all thy mercies to us; who liveſt and reignelt 
th God the Father. © 


EAS TER-DA NY. 


IS being the Day of Chri/ts. glorious re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, let us ' meet him 
is day with foyful hearts, and having given 
m thanks for our Redemption, then offer ours © 
ves to him for his faithful ſervants, and put 
— rr as this a Suggeſts. | 


"Let Us FRO 


D EHOLD, O Rleſſed Nele we come 

this day to meet thee with joy; for that 
ing gone through ſo many forrows in thy 
8 ii 
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ſacred paſſion, and given up thy life upon 4 
_ . crols, thou art now riſen to a life incapable 
of ſorrows, to a life of glory, where no ma, 
lice of enemies can reach thee, but eternal 
happineſs waits for thee at the right-hand of 
thy Father, to be the crown of all thy la. 
In this joy of our head, we, who are the 
members rejoice ; we bow down, adore, and 
give thee thanks, for all thou haſt ſuffered in # 
che work of our redemption; from the ſtable 
of Bethlehem, to the garden of Geth/emani, 
and from Geth/emani, to Mount Calvary, 
What are we, that ſo much thou ſhouldeſt un. 
dertake and fuffer for our ſakes, ſuch ſinnen ¶ be 
as we are! But this was the effect of thy in. Mriſe 
finite mercy towards us, that we, who had 
been the captives of ſin, might by the effuſion Wftbec 
of thy blood, be ſet free, even with thuriſe 
liberty, which belongs to the children d 
; God. ba 151 
Wberefore, O Jeſus, on this day of Jubi 
lee we acknowledge this thy goodneſs co if by 
ſinners: We confeſs thy mercies ; we fro 
our hearts return thee the homage of thank 
giving; we praiſe and magnify thy ho eat 
name, and deſire that all creatures may i 
. rify thee for ever. We publiſh thy praile! A. 
the whole world, and confeſs that thou Lord 
full of compaſſion, that thou art a God alan 


r nw 
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finite in mercy and goodneſs, that thou wilt 
not the death of ſinners, but that they be 
converted and live, having given thy life, 
thatthey maybe raiſed from deathto life eternal. 

This, O Jeſus, thou haſt done; thou haſt 
gone through the ſorrows. of death; ; the 
work of our redemption is finiſhed, our ran- 
ſom is paid, and now thou art riſen from the 
dead; thou art now victorious over death 
and hell ; this 18 a day of thy triumphs ; and 
we who were captives, but now are free, 
come to rejoice with our Deliverer, and ſing 
A hymn of praiſe to thy glory. 

Come, let us rejoice in God our Saviour,” 
becauſe he has redeemed his people, and is 
riſen triumphant. over the powers of hell. 

Come, let us rejoice in God our Saviour, 
Wbecauſe he has redeemed his people, and 1s 
Wriſen triumphant over the powers of hell. 
Praiſe our Lord, for he is good; for tis 
mercy continues for ever. | 
= Let thole ſpeak, who have been dect ed 
Wy our Lord, 5 — have been delivered by 

him out of the hands of the enemy. 
That ſat in darkneſs, and in the ſhade of 
death, ſtraitened with poverty, and bound 
with irons, | 

And in their, tribulation they Ued to Aur 


ord, and he delivered them Am all e 
alamities. 
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6 


* 
* 


„ 7 
Vs; q ®, 


* 


cans he had them out of darknek, 
"NE out of the Inade of death, and brok 


their chains. 
Let them praiſe our Lovd, for hin ants FF Ki 
ful deeds to the ſons of men. d. 
For he has made the brazen gates fly in 
pieces, and has broken the iron bar s. h 


My ſoul, bleſs our Lord: O Lord, 
God, thou haſt made thy greatneſs wonder | 
” to appear. 
Thou haſt put on majeſty and glory; ? tho 
art clothed with light, as with a garment. 
By the ſtrength of thy arm thou hat 
| Hiperled thy enemies; and thy van i 
kenexed like that of an eagle. 
Give glory to our Lord, becauſe he i 
good ; becauſe his mercy continues for ever, 
Our Lord i is my ſtrength, and my praile, 
and he is become my Saviour. 
= Axoice of j Joy and of lalvation 1 18 heard Wo 
the tents of the jult. 
Ihe ſtone. which the builders rejected, i 188 
made the corner ſtone. 6 
This is the work of our Lond. and it if 
wonderful in our eyes. 


This is the day which our Lord has mads = 
let us triumph and rejoice therein. obli; 
May thy reign, O Lord, be vroſperou he 
bleſled is he who comes in "the name of o ive, 


Lord. 


bebe be, 


„Make this a day of ſolemnity, becauſe 
our Lord is | exalted above his enemies. 
Sing to our Lord a new cantiele, let 
his praiſe be celebrated in the allembly of 
the Saints. | 
Let ae rejoice in lies who made ; 
mem; let the ſons of Sion glory in their i 
| King. 
Glory be to the Father, and to be Son | 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. 
As it was in the beginning, is now ine” 
ever ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 
Come, let us rejoice in God our Saviour, 
becuaſe he han redeemed: bis people, and 
is riſen triumphant over the powers of hell. 


o 


(Let us Pray: Seer 5 


cpr, we beſeecl dn 0 Ae, 
this homage of praiſe from us thy 
_— ; and  mercifully grant, that by 
the power of thy glorious reſurrection, our 
lives belng reformed, we may * 
1 in our actions more than wit | 

ips. | 
This, 0 God, we eotifels to be our tri 
obligation: For having been redeemed by 
he price of thy blood, to whom ſhould we 
hive, but to thee? All is due to thee, O 
us, by whom: we have been purchaſed. 
| | S iv 
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This we acknowledge this day in thy pre. 
ſence; and according to this duty, we offer 
ourſelves to live to thee for ever.. 
This we again confeſs to be our duty: 
We ſee the obligations thy infinite love has 
laid upon us; we deiire-to perform it, and 
we moſt humbly beſeech thee, O God, to 
confirm this deſire in us. 
Grant us therefore, O Jeſus, thy grace, 


that we may be thine; and from this moment t 
bve thy faithful ſervants. Let the effects of 0 
thy paſſion now appear in us, that with thee, in 
we may be conquerors of ſin and hell; th 
that we may ſubdue all thoſe evils which 8. 


have hitherto . prevailed againſt us, and that 

we may not be captives, while we honour 
thee a conqueror, and rejoice in thy victories. 

See here, O Jeſus, thy ſervants humbling 
ourſelves before thee in the ſight of our 
weakneſs; but with our eyes upon thee in 
hopes of thy mercy and help. Our infirmi- 
ties are all known to thee, with all the 
difficulties we- have in overcoming them. 
But, O ſeſus, great is the virtue of thy 
blood which thou haſt ſhed for us; and our 
hope is in that love, which has moved thee 
thus to become our ſacrifice. | 

Help us therefore, we beſcech thee ; hel 
us under our infirmities, and now, on this 
day of thy reſurrection, let thy grace ſo 
ſtrengthen us, that we may riſe with thee 


deat 


bab , = ty 
to a new life. Hear us, O Jeſus, and help 
us in this, and then as it is a day of trium 
to thee, ſo it will be of comfort to us, and the 
comfort which above all others we aſk of thee. 


Let ur pr. 


GOD, who, by thy only Son,” haſt 
this day opened the paſſage to eternity 
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through his victory over death; grant that 
our prayers, which thy preventing grace 
inſpires, may by thy help become effectual, 
through the fame Lord Jeſus Chriſt * thy 
JO: Hrs e E Sidi Var BY a0 
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1 T HIS day being part of the Paſchal ſolem. 

1. nity ordered to be kept holy, in memory 

s and honour of Chriſt's reſurrection frum the' 
1. dead; let us join in our prayers this day, that 

ve may obſerve it, in the true ſpirit of the 5 
ur Jurrection. | . ; 50 10 
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as long as theſe have the command, and we 


| os GOD, who haſt — us to this holy 


from the dead, if we, at the fame time, lie 


"7 Wherefore we mink earneſtly 
thee, O God, to raiſe us at this time from 


long as we are thus miſled, we are in the 


Este BB ad 
e us Fray. 55 ” 
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time, mercifully grant, we may find 
the effeds of it in our ſouls; that, as we 
honcur Chriſt riſen from the dead, ſo we 
allo may riſe together with him, and re. 
nouneing all our dead works, may become 
new men in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
We muſt confeſs; O God, this is what 
the preſent ſolemnity of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion requires of us; ſince it can avail us 
nothing to pretend to honour Chriſt riſing 


dend in fin. 


beſceck 


death to liſe. Let no ſinful paſſion or 
utfection reign in us, becauſe we know that 


rare governed by them, we are in the ſtate 
of death. Let no ill cuſtom or company 
prevail upon us, to the violation of any of 
chy commands; becauſe we know, that a 


ſtate of death. Let not bol. or ROY 
tr the love: of the world, us again 
thy precepts, becauſe this we chip is to be 

36 a ſtate of death. Let not vanity. or ſelf 
love io poſſeſs our hearts as to live carcleſs of 


- bo ” 
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eternity, or to ſeek ourſelves more Wan mies; | 

becauſe this, we 1 is to "_ in the tate 
"of death; Fran EYE: n 
No, bleſſed God, let i it not tbe ſo with us; 
bet us not, in this ſtate of death, celebrate 
the glory of thy reſurrection; but ſhew. thy 
mercy to us in this time of mercy, and by 
che power of thy grace ae us out of al 
the ſnares of ſin. _ 

By the virtue of Chriſt's «paſſion on can blood 

change our hearts, that they may no longer 
love and ſeek what is diſpleaſing to thee. 
Change them, O God, we beſeech thee 
that being new made ſenſible of the eviF of 
ſin, we may have a hatred and horror of it, 
as of the worſt of monſters; and that the 
force of thy love may oblige us to be watch- 
ful againſt whatever is offenſive to theer. 
Give us a new life in Chriſt, and a new 
Spirit hereby we may live, not now accord- 
ate ing to nature, or the world, but accord: 
mt hy law. Grant, we may now reliſh and 
of ſcek the things that are above and not the 
t the things that are upon the earth; ſor thus 
the we have learnt from the Apoſtle, it ought to be 
lie vich thoſe,” who are riſen with Chriſt. - 
And is this then to be the Spirit” of, whoſe 
who are riſen with Chriſt, that they are to 
reliſh aud! ren the things that are nts e, 
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and not the . upon W ?. - How +fav. 
then, how very far are we from the diſpoſi.- 
tion and ſpirit of this holy time! How very 
far are we from thee, O Jeſus! / Thou art 
riſen from the dead! but where are we! Still 
in the earth, and in the midſt of death; re- 
liſhing and ſeeking all that is corrupt, earthhy 
and worldly; but as for the things of heaven, 
O God, how little a taſte have we of them! 
And how then are we riſen with Chriſt! | 
And where then can the comfort be of 
this holy feſtival! Not in ourſelves, but in 
thee only, O Jeſus. We have reaſon indeed 
to rejoice in thy victories over death, and in 
the glory of thy reſurrection, but to our- 
ſelves nothing but tears are due: We cannot 
look at our inward ſtate, but we have reaſon 
to lament the great diſorders of it, and 
change our Allelujahs into ſighs at our un- oi 
happineſs, whilſt we ſee how very unlike we - 
are to what thy mercy and the ſpirit of this ſe, 
hol time demands of us. 
us are we divided, O God, — 
105 — our Redeemer, and ſorrow-for-our- 
; ſelves; and ſince their is reaſon for both, 
let it be four Let us rejoice in thy glory, 0 
Chriſt, and lament -for ourſelves; but let 
not our joy for thy triumphs take out of our 
ſight our own, misfortunes: let it not dry up pro 
our tears; for however theſe may ſeem im- 
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1 time, and be _ unſexfons 
able by the world, yet we know thy ju 14 
ment, 5 God, is very different from . 
world; and that the mourning of — 
never out of ſeaſon, whilſt by. hr Sons | 
claration, the tears and ſorrow —_—_ 90 
the joy of nga; N the rn ap. of 
Heaven. | | rs 
Behold therefore, 0 God, em this glo- 
rious ſolemnity we mix ſighs with our joy, 
we manifeſt our grief before thee; it being a 
thing, we cannot but reſent from our hearts 
to ſee how very far we are from what we ought/ 
to be; to ſee how much the old man yet 5 
in us, when we ought to be renewed in {pi 
and live by the new; to ſee how much our 
hearts are poſſeſſed with earth and ſin, when 
he chief object of our converſation and love 
- ought to be in heaven. ee £ 57 5 
e This, O God, is a grief to us and we be. 
s ſeech thee to inereaſe it, till by the help of- 
I chy grace, we can diſcover a better diſpoſi- 
n tion in us. This better —— we deſtre 
r. Nat preſent; and now, O God, we moſt. 
1, earneſtly beg it of thee; that, with Chriſt 
0 ariſing from the dead, we alſo ariſe; 
et that we may with violence renounce all our 
ur ſinful ways, as moſt unworthy of our holy 
up {Wproteflion, and now take and purſue ſuch a 


m. method, as may be a teſtimony both to our = 


x 
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own conſclence, and to the world, hat ne 
we are truly riſen with Chriſt. 
Receive, we beſeech thee, this our peti. 
þ ne let not our unworthineſs turn away f 
thy mercy from us. But. now in this time 7 
of heavenly triumph magnify thy merey to i 
us, and ſhew favour to thy, ſervants in the 5 
pardon of our ſins, and by working ſuch a i 
change in our ſouls, that we may deſpiſe 
whatever the world admires, and admire 
nothing, but what” is helpful, in order to 
unite us to thee. How happy an Eafter 
would chis be to us, could we fimd this 
happy change in our ſouls! Be merciful to 
Wy" * ene ee RO Lakin pigs 


n L Us; * : 


| GOD, _ by: the oaſchal pr 
| haſt provided the — op with helps; 
— thy people, we beſeech thee, with 
heayenly- bleſſings ; that they may obtain a 
perfect liberty, and advance to the/-poſſek 
nion of life Wang. Juronghe our 6; 
Jeſus Rn Of nete FIST 


e 


2 is alſo being ee the me 
mory of Chriſt's reſurrection, let us join in 


. and again beg of Almighty God, that 
we off ys} riſe with: Knee new Gs 


Let us Pray. 


GOD, bs whoſe mercy we ale 
this great ſolemnity of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, extend this mercy to us, we beſeech 
thee, and grant that the inward diſpoſition 
of our ſouls, may be anſwerable to the 
myſtery ; and that, as we | honour Chriſt 
riſen from the dead, ſo we alſo may be found 
in the newneſs of life. 

Grant, that as Chriſt being riſen now dies 
no more, ſo we may forighe all our evil 
ways, which are the ways of death, in ſuch 
a manner as no more to return to them; 
but ſo entirely be directed by a new ipirit, 
as to be wholly ftrangers to ſin. 

This we cannot expect from b 
becauſe we are ſenſible of our own weakneſs: ; 
we hope it from thee, O God: For where | 
we ſee ſuch effects of thy goodneſs, as in the 
paſſion and death of by only ſon for our 
| redemption from fin ; Shar! is there after this, 
we may not expect from thy mercy ? 


r 


Eahter-Tugftey. | 


| Have: merey therefore on 3 beſeech 
thee, and now graciouſly vouchſafe to help us 
in overcoming all thoſe infirmities, which 
keep us ſtill ſubje& to fin. Thou knoweſt, 
O God, all our weakneſs, and what the 
occaſions are, which take our hearts from 
thee: All theſe we defire to remedy, and 
we know thy grace is ſufficient for us. Hear 
us therefore, O Lord,-in this nas of mercy; 
and grant us ſuch grace whereby we 
ſand” againſt all 4 of ſin, or bag. 
come all thoſe infirmities, which are the oc- 
caſions of our being ſo often faithleſs to thee, 
* Raiſe us, O God, above our common 
weakneſs, and let not our uſual inconſtancy 
lead us into evil. Give us new ſtrength, a 
new life, and a new ſpirit, that we'may no 
more ſeek our ſatisfaction in what is diſpleaſ- 
ing to thee, but be delighted in thee, out 
only happineſs, and in walking in the ways 
of thy commandments. This, O God, we 
aſk of thee, through the merits of thy only 
Son, through that blood, which he ſhed for 
us; through that infinite love, which 
brought him to the death of the croſs; and 
through the glory of his reſurrection. Let 
theſe, O God, plead for us, and move thee 
to have compaſſion on us, eng, er un. 
9 of all thy favours, ' + 
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And, Fog 0 Jeſus; Son of the vin — 
| God, have mercy on us. Thou Who ha 
done and ſuffered ſo much for our ſalvation, 
hear now our prayers, have regard to us, and 
ſuffer us not to periſh, who deſire to be 
ſaved by thee. Thou haſt given us encour- 
agement enough to place our confidence, and 
expect help from thee. Behold then, O 
Bleſſed Redeemer, in thee, is our hope, 
ſhew therefore thy mercy to us and ip 
now according to our neceſlities. 2} 
Help us now with thy holy grace, . 

overcome all evil, that we may no more 
be ld by our corruption into the ways of 
Ke but — finding the effects of thy h 
relutrection in eur hearts, we may riſe wit 
thee to a new life, to a life of piety — 
holineſs, to a life modelled by the prefcript of 
thy Goſpel, to a life which may be edifying 
wel our neighbours, and to the glory of thy 
name. This, O ſeſus, is our n _ 
we beſeech thee to hear us. 

Chriſt; hear us. 

. Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 
hes the only Son' of God, 
Jeſus, Redeemer of mankind,  * | 
Jeſus, who gaveſt thy lite for out) L 
ſalvation. | 
Jeſus, who baſt cleanſed us by os 
hy blood, 


. 
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ties, | 


death. 
| Jeſus, our paſſover, | 
From all our initquities, 0 
From the violence of our corruption, 


. 


world, : 7 
: From all kinds ef exccts,"): Fe 


defires and luſts. . 


mortal fleſh, 


That we may no more give place to 
the devil, Sh 


From the ſnares of the world, 


From raſhneſs and indiſcretion, 
From pride andielf-conceit, 


From the love of idleneſs, 
From an updiſciplined life, 
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Jefus, vho haſt born all our iniqui- | 
Jeſus,' the conqueror of fin and 


From our uſual infirmities, 

From the ſnares of our own paſſions, | 
From the ſnares of ill company. 

From ſtubborneſs and blindneſs, 


From floth and indevotion, 


From the contempt of advice, 


From all immoderate love of the 
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We ſinners, beſeech thee to hear us, 


'That we may put off the old man ver . 
his acts, 


That we may erdcify the fleſh with its 
That fn may no > longer reign in 
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That v we may not love the world, nor- 


he things in the world. 


That we may not be conformed to | 
this world. 


Zaſter- Tugſlay. 


1 

That we may put on the new man. * 

That we may deny all impiety and S 

fotular deſires, _ WI 

That we may live ſoberly, juſtly, and l 4 

piouſly, DT 

That being clothed with the armour | Y. 

of God, we. may ſtand ene all the 5 

| ſnares of the enemy, - oF, 

That being dead to an, we may live 8 
. to uſtice. x 
| That ariſing with thee, our r Redeemer, | 

we may die no more, "B91 


Son of God, We beſeech thee hear uu. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins of 
the world, Share us, O Lord. | 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of 

the world, Heer ws, O Lord. 


Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins of 
the world, Hee mercy on un. 


Let us Pray. 


| 212 
BLESSED Redeemer. who haſt done 
ſo much for us, as to give thy life for 

bur ſalvation; vouchſafe we beſeech thee, by 
that blood thou haſt ſhed for us, ſo to con- 
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fitm us by thy grace, that we may appear 
worthy members of thee our head, and walk 
in all our ways like thoſe who have been re. 
dremed from ſin. 

Grant us ſuch ſtrength, that we may tand 
againſt all open and known fins; and ſuch 
Aieretion, that we may carefully avoid all 
the ſnares of the world, of the devil, and of 
our own corruption. 

_-Give us ſuch a ſenſe of eternity, that 

we may deſpiſe this world, and make it 
our daily buſineſs to diſengage our hearts 
from what is earthly, and advance towards 
everlaſting happineſss. 
Enflame our breaſts with the true be of 
thee our God, that havin ng our ſouls poſ- 
ſeſſed with a due apprehenſion of thy infinite 
goodneſs and mercy, we may have a zeal for 
thy law, may ſerve thee faithfully, may 
defire thee: above all things, may ſeek thee 
earneſtly, and every day be ſolicitous to im. 
prove in thoſe ways, which lead to the pol- 
ſeſſion of thee. 

In this method, O God, may - we dif- 

tinguiſh ourſelves from thoſe, whom thou 
calleſt the children of this world: And bv- 
ing by the rules of thy goſpel, and of thy 
Holy Spirit, may we give proof of being 
A riſen with ou to a new life, Amen. 
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erg ee 


\ GOD, wie by a new 
tinually enlargeſt thy Church; grant to 
thy ſervants, that the ſacrament may be 
manifeſted in their lives, which by faith they 
have received. Through our Lord | ance 
Chriſt thy ſon. 


* 


This Litany may be ſaid every Day 455 uuek, 
concluding with the collect proper to each 
. ; | Io 


WEDNESDAY, 


0 GOD, who by the yearly an of 
our Lord's het Simma®, filleſt us with 


joy; mercifully grant by theſe feſtivals we 
here celebrate, we may come at length to the 


poſſeſſion of joys eternal. Through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


Tu RSDAY., 42 


\ GOD, who haſt united divided nations 
in the confeſſion of thy name ; Grant 
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that they who are regenerate in the water of 
baptiſm, may have one faith in their hearts, 
and the ſame piety in their actions. Through 
our Lord 49 Ait why Sou: es ets 


Faibav. 


\ LMIGHTY and everlaſting God, who 

for reconciling mankind. haſt inſtituted 

the paſchal myitery ; ſo influence our minds, 
that what we profeſs. in this ſolemnity, we 


may practice in our lives. Through our 
Lord Jus Chriſt. 0 


SATURDAY. 


RANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty? 

” God, that we, who with reverence 
have celebrated the Eaſter ſolemnity, may 
happily come to thy everlaſting joys. Through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


* 
** 
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Ox THE FeasTs 1N Tinas or Lr. | 
1 Sr. MATTHIAS, FEB. 24. 
THIS * the. Feſtival of St. Mattias 
the A poltle who was choſen by the eleven th 
Il up the place of Judas that betrayed Chriſt + 
Et us give thanks, and in the firſt place petition 
% Almighty God for ourſelves, that we may * 
he true & followers * the Apoſtles. 


Let Us Pray. 


O thee, 0 Eternal Father, we render 
thanks for the effects of thy holy grace, 
y which this thy ſervant was fitted for the 
Apoltleſhip. It was thy gift, that he had 
faith in Chriſt, by which he was added to 
e number of believers: And it was th 
ift, that he deſpiſed the world, and left a 
r to carry the name of thy only Son before 
agiſtrates, and the kings of the earth. 
For this mercy to thy ſervant, we honour 
Wee, O God, this day, and moſt. humbly 
W-lcech thee to extend the favours of thy 
dodneſs to us alſo, thy unworthy ſervants ; 
at by the aſſiſtance of thy grace, we may 
th in our faith and lives become true fob 
wers of the Apoſtles. 


433 St. Matthias, Nb. 24. 

Grant that, with. an intire reſignation of 
our underſtanding and will, we may zealouſy 
profeſs, and to our lives end hold faſt the 
1 thy Apoſtles taught: That we may 

carefully avoid all falfe teachers, and never he 
2 ourſelves or others. O God, let 
bing: — with us againſt the truth of 
C GA and —— that no kind 
of wordly in y be: ever-able to move 
us e — taught. 
Grant likewiſe, we beſeech thee, that our 
lives may be directed by the ſame rule; that 
we may ſeek in all things what the Goſpel 
teaches; and let no human authority, or our 
on corruption, urn from what this pre- 
{eribes. 

We confeſs, O God, we have no hopes of 
ſalyation but through Jeſus Chriſt 3 and tha 
it will avail us nothing to believe as he teaches, 

if we do not live as he commands: without 
this we know all is loſt, Help us therefore, 
ve beſeech thee ; give us both grace to en. 
quire into his ways, and ſuch ſtrength to wall 
in them, that amidſt the ſolicitations of a wick 
ed world, and of our own deceitful an 
depraved nature, we may not be led out of th 
way, but keep faithful to what he teach 
Shew thy mercy to us, O God, in thus: pom 
lar, and Sur us our ee | 


” 


; * 
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Latthiat, Lab. 24. 433 
St. Matthias: being not preferred to the aps/- 
tleſhip, but by ibe praqer of the Apoſtles, and 
tbe choice of heaven 3: let us pray for all thoſe, 
who have the giving of benefices, that they may 
follow this method, and fo the Church be pro- 
vided with worthy Miniſters. © 
O God, who haſt left the charge of thy 
flock in the care of the paſtors, ſhew this 
mercy, we beſeech thee, to thy church, that 
it may be ever provided with ſuch paſtors, 
as are qualified in all ways to ſatisfy the 
WH many and great obligations of their charge. 
Particularly, O God, we beſeech thee, 
have a mereiful regard to all thoſe of what- 
ever condition they be, who ate to nominate 
and preſent perſons for undertaking this 
charge in thy church. 78 
Give them ſuch a ſenſe of juſtice, and of 
the truſt repoſed in them for the good of the 
flock, that in their preſentations they may 
not be influenced by any human reſpects, 


neither by favour, or intereſt, or importunity, 
or any worldly conſiderations ; but that fol- 
d ooing the method of the Apoſtles, they may 
by prayer ſolicit for thy direction, and be 


FPealous in ſeeking thoſe, who are beſt quali- 
ned, and ſeem to be thy choice, O God. 
Grant this, O moſt gracious Lord, in 
mercy to thy flock, that they may be ſecure 
nder the conduct of their paſtors, and may 
Vol. XIV. . 
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gu the: comfort. of thy ſpecial protection, 


* 


St. Matthias, Leb. 24. 


while they are under their care, Thom thou 
haſt put over them. 
Wee plainly ſee the injuſtice of the world 


having the choice of thy miniſters, which of. 8 
right belongs to thee; and therefore, that pe 
their guilt muſt be ve great, who are thus 0 
corrupt in the adminiſtration of their truſt, th 
Be merciful, therefore, we beſeech thee ; and 
ſince this injuſtice is ſo very injurious to thy ey 
flock, preſerve. them from this judgment, WM ui 
and let not evil paſtors be the puniſhment of WW Cl 
their ſins; but provide them with fuch, 'w MW wt 
in their zealouslabours, and intheſpirit of ch ric 
ty, may ſhew themſelves to be the ſucceſſon an 
of the Apoſtles. wh 


St. Matthias being choſen into the place of 
Judas, who for the love of money fold his Ma 
ter, and fell from his apgſcleſbip; let us like- 
wiſe pray for all paſtors of the Church, and fi | ; 
ourſelves, that God would mercifully preſerve Ml for 
both them and us from this blinding and ores inju 
tive evil. © Opp 

O God, who by thy many terrifying | in. 4 
ſtances has ſhewn us, that the love of money WM delu 
is the root of all evil, and drowns men in auth 
perdition, as thy Apoſtle has told us; ſhev 
mercy to thy church, we beſeech - thee, and 
preſerve its paſtors from this ſcandalous anl 
treacherous vice. 

Preſerve them, O God, from all cond 8 
nels, Amen. 


St. Matthias, Feb. 24. 435 


«Proferve them from a griping and erading 
temper. Amen. J 281 

Preſerve them from the dere of growing , 
rich. Amen. 

Preſerve them from all oppreſſion of the 

or. Amen. 

/ Preſerve them from giving offence in aur 
thing belonging to money. Amen. 

Give them all, O God, a true fenfe of this | 
evil, how ill it becomes thoſe who are the 
ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, who left all for 
Chriſt: How abſurd mult it be in thoſe, 
who are to teach the flock the danger of 
riches, to deſpiſe the goods of this world, 
and to turn their hearts upon Teens! thoſe, 
which never ruſt, Ti 

Grant us all likewiſe, O God, that we 
may be ever watchful againſt the love of 
money: Preſerve us, we beſeech thee, from 
all its ſnares, that while we are ſolicitous 
for neceſſaries, we may not be led into any 
injuſtice, either by fraud, over. reaching, or 
oppreſſion. 


And here, O God, deliver us from al 


deluſion, that we let 0 cuſtom or 


authority of men, though of a good charac- 
ter, be warrant enough for ſueh practices, 
as are ſo contrary to thy law. No: Bleffed 

ord, rather may we chuſe to be contented 


nt the meaneſt circumſtances of Do thas 
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3% St. Matthias, Tab. 24. 


endeavour to better our condition by ſuch 
Ways as are not allowed by thee,” Rather 
may we judge it better to venture to die boy 
want, than to live by injuſtice. 

In, this, O God, we cannot Jed on 
ourſelves, becauſe we are eaſy in being de- 
i | ceived, and find. many reaſons for doing 
what ought never to be done, Wherefore 
we beſeech thee to let thy grace be our 
ſecurity, by diſcovering by us all ſuch ways 
4 as are unjuſt, and giving us ſtrength to 
= depart from them. © 
| Permit us not, we d oteech thee, to be the 

diſciples. of Judas, in ſelling our walter, in 
torfaking him, in loſing all hopes in him, 
in betraying his cauſe; in taking part with 
his enemies for a little gain, for the poor 
advantage of a ſhort life. But let the poor 
"Apoſtles be our rule, who left all for thee, 
For this, O God, we defire may be our 
"conſtant rule all our lives, of leaving all that 
which cannot be gained, but by loſing thee, 
May this be our method, and in this, O God, 
may we every day ſhew that we are the 
Followers of the Apoſtles, and that there i 
HS inthis world we ove: more than thee 
" eur Lord, and our God. 9190 


1 » | Let us hrs. 


\ GOD, who diſt chuſe bleſſed. My 
F thias into the Apoſtolic College; 
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St. Gregory, March 1 8 
grant, we beſeech thee, that the effect of his 
prayers may be the obtaining for us thy 
mercy. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy 
Son. ; B * a | = 3 5M 


tis 3 1 * 2 


ST. GRECGORVY, MARCH 12. 
"\ GOD, who in a wonderful manner 
/ "haſt ſignalized thy mercies to this na- 
tion, in viſiting it with the light of thy Goſpel, 
and pouring forth upon it ſuch plenty; of 
heavenly bleſſings, as to ſeem to have choſen 
it to thyſelf a holy people; renew, we be- 
ſeech ' thee, all thy ancient mercies, and let 
it not now be encoded from thy favcu s. 

Manifeſt thy truths, O God, to. all that 
are in error, and by thy » heaven'y light 
awaken all thoſe, who through blinJne's are 
going out of the way. Let none be deluded 
by a falſe zeal, nor ſpread their own ima- 
ginations for the truth of the Goſpel. 
Heal all dwiſions, which have brought con- 


fuſion, where thou haſt commanded unity to 


be obſerved, and reſtore | his church ;tq,the 
beauty of thy own inſtitution” © _ | 

For this end; we beſeech thee, O moſt 
gracious God, to take from this py Fd on 


— 


438 - St: Gregory, Marth 12. 


blindneſs ; and {6 diſpoſe their" foils by thy 


grace, that no ſort of worldly intereff'o 


— 


paſſion may prevail in them againſt thy truth, 

That they may be more capable of this 
mercy, remove from againſt them all fort of 
wickedneſs, atheiſm and profaneneſs; re. 
claim them from their evil ways, and finful 
liberties, by which they have departed from 


thee, their God. Lock not upon theſe, to 


judge them, but to heal them ; for we know 
our provocations are too great to expect ſuch 
bleſſings as we aſk, if thou, O Lord, judgeſt 


us according to thy juſtice,  _ 
Let thy mercy therefore, O God, take 
7 


place; and ſince we acknowledge before thee 


our unhappineſs, and call upon thee for help, 


be mindful, we beſeech thee, of thy promiſes 
made to thoſe who are in diſtreſs, and have 
eompefion on us.. 
Have compaſſion on us, and graciouſly 
vouchſafe to preſerve thine inheritance: 
Suffer it not to be conſumed by intempe- 
rance and idleneſs, and the other devouring 
evils of an undiſciplined life. Grant to thoſe 
who. are in the ways of truth, a zeal for a 


) DART RTtoÞ !: 1: 75 Ni en 1. 
chxiſtian like; that by a ſteady practice of 


virtue and good example, they may be well 


we thee and fin other nh 


bour in all good. 


- 


Grant this, O God, we beſeech thee, 


ecaule we here confeſs before thee, that all 
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the evils we ſuffer are the puniſhment, of ſin; 
EC ere 2 ier einne 
they are the ſcourge of our iniquities, and 


of thoſe of our parents; It is for theſe thou 
afflicteſt us; and till we are converted from 
our evil ways, and return to thee in the hu- 
mility and ſighs of a true repentance, we 
cannot expe thy hand ſhould. be lighter 
upon us; rather we, have reaſon to fear the 
fate of many other nations (in having Chriſ- 
tianity wholly rooted out) may become ours, 
if we grow hardened under the ſcourge, and 
do not amend the evils, by which thy anger 


has been provoked againſt us. 5 
Wherefore, O God of mercy, have com- 
paſſion on us, and hear our prayers. Give 
us, we beſeech thee, a true ſenſe of our ini- 
quities, and of the evils which are the cha- 
tiſement of them; and teach us to he ſo juſt, 
as to turn our whole complaint againſt our- 
ſelves, becauſe from ourſelves.is all we ſuffer. 
Hence, O Bleſſed Lord, may we think of 
nothing more, than of returning to thee with 
our whole hearts, and of engaging thy mercy 
to us by a ſincere converſion to thee, our 
Father, and our God, , 
May we examine into the daily method of 
our lives, and ſee. what part of them __ is_gil- 
pleaüng to thee; ſee; what part of them is 
ſtill Heatheniſh' under the. Chriſtian name; 
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\ our _—_ wo "of thy hind "that's 
| 1 . 


Give N grace 0 God, to cdnfider at 
«theſe, and to enter into ſmeere reſolutions of 
being converted to thee, in undertaking ſuch 
a life as thy Golpel preſcribes ; and renoun. 
cing all that which is not agreeable to it. 
"Thus, O Coq, by the practice of a religions, 
and truly chriſtian fe, may we endeavour to 
remove thy ſeourges from us, and to regain 
WE favour ol thy Ancient mercies. Amen, | 


bello & Tet ut ry. 


© 60D, Sho haſt. given to the foul of f 
ſervant Ee the reward of etern 


- bliſs; grant in thy mercy, that we, who are 


opprelled by the weight of our ſins, may, Eo 
his 4. 7 ſind . Ange e a or 


sr. Paviics, Wesen 17. 
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Sr. Joszrh, Mauer 19. 


Tp being the day of St. Joſeph, who 100 
choſen by Alnighty Cad to be Spoy e of ihe 


a he mean. as on St. Gregory, Mare 12. 
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Pirgin/ Mary. oy to- Fs the eee of 
LY and of the Son of God in his fancy 5 tet 


us dire our  prayers* arcordingiy and firſt 


give thanks to Almighty God for the particular 


gifts and grater of this-his ſervants. 
Let us Pray. 


4& 


thy Saints! How adorable in thy 
mercies, by which thou raiſeſt ſuch weak 


TOW. wonderful art thou, o Cod, in 


1 


| 


veſſels ws we are, to ſo great à degree of 


ſanctity! As often as the ſolemnities of thy 
Saints return upon us, ſo oſten are we called 
upon to acknowledge the effects of thy inſi- 
nite goodneſs, and to give praiſe to da en 
name. 

This we do at preſent for the ſingular \ pre. 


rogatives of grace in thy holy ſervant of Try 
day. For with what a bountiful hand muſt 
thy heavenly gifts have been ' poured forth 
upon him, who was made choice of by thee, 
and fitted for ſo great a dignity and charge, 


as to be, guardian to the mother, and to the 


Son of God, to be a comfort and aſſiſtant to 


them-under all their difficulties, and toycon-- 


verſe with them for ſo many years! O God, 
what purity of ſoul | What innocence of life | 
What wonderful lanctity | 

Praiſe be to-thee, O fountain of goodneſs, 


for all whatever we ſee ſo wonderful in him. 


. 


May the haty name Phy magnified for. theſe 
thy mercies; and while he is taiſed by thy 
favours, may the glory be thine, We bless 
thee, we praiſe thee, we glorify thee, for the 
great ſanctity, for the eminent Urn: of St. 
I 441 
And now, O God, we make it our Teti- 
tion, that as thou waſt pleaſed by ſpecial gifts 


i 7% 
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from thy heavenly bounty, to prepare and fit 


this thy : ſervant for that great charge, to 
which thou didſt call him, that he might in 
all things correſpond with the purpoſes of thy 
appointment; ſo thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to 
look upon us, and according as the circum- 
ſtances of our ſtate require, ſo-furniſh us with 
ſuitable helps, ſuch as may fit 1 us for a faithful 
_ diſcharge of our duty. 
This, O Merciful God, we 3 of thee, 
becauſe we know our own infirmities, ſuch 
. as expoſe us to continual miſcarriages; and 
Ve confeſs our dependence to be fo abſolute 


on thee, that no ability, art, or induſtry of 


durs can be ſucceſsful, except thou, O Lord, 
art pleaſed to give a bleſſing to them. 
Therefore : behold, as infirm blind and 
lame creatures, we preſent ourſelves this day 
before thee, our God; and ſince thou know- 
eſt the many and great obligations of our 
a1 Hate, and how many. ways we every day fail 
in them, through indiſcretion, or neglect, or 
overſight, or humour, or ſloth, or inability, 
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Sr. "Joſeph, "Match 19. 443 


or forgetfulnefs;' or through want of think- 
ing; ſince all theſe our weakneſſes are knows 
to thee, which are the occaſion of great in- 
conveniences, and very often of ſins; have 
regard to us, we beſeech thee, with a tender 
compaſſion, and by thy aſſiſting grace pre- 
vent in us all thieſe ill effects; that by a due 
vatchfulneſs, being intent upon every duty, 
we may carefully perform them, 4 let no 
humour hinder ad vp our fidelity to these de- 
mands of us. Grant this, O Merciful God, 


that in the daily obligations of our ſtatèe we 
may have the comfort of a good conſcience, 
and of ſhewing ourſelves thy ſervants, even 
in the very en re 1694 thansDe. 

long to us. enfin 


St Joſeph hoſe an ontuble of wonderful bu: 


mility, amidſt the great dignities to which he 
dar called, ſo as to make no figure, but liug'in 
an ob ſcure "way," and fotlow-a poor trade fors a 
© livelihood ; let us now N we _ JO "this 


pattern, 9113 f 
O God, by: whoſe fingular grace the foul 
of this great Saint was kept in that due ba- 


lance, that while he faw himſelf to be thy 


own choice, and, by thy choice, to become 
ſpouſe to the mother of God, and head ef a 


family, wherein God himſelf was put in 
lubjection to him, yet did not at all ſeem 
1 in 8 own e nor feek to be admir- 
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ed by men; grant we, beſeech thee, that 
Whatever advantages we have in this world, 
we may not upon. theſe, either value our. 
felves, or ſeek to be valued by others; but 
ever give to thee the glory, and live humble 
r. en 
Grant we may ever be mindful whoſe 
gifts they are; that whatever we poſſeſs or 
are, are the effects of thy bounty to us; 
that of ourſelves were wholly unworthy of 
them, and that, if thou ſhouldeſt deal with 
us according to our deſerts, we ſhould be 
left more miſerable than Job on the dung- 
hill. Hence, O God, may we, with evi- 
dence, diſcern how unreaſonable all pride 
muſt be in us, how unjuſt, and how pro- 
voking to thee, ſince it is no leſs than the 
ſacrilege of taking to ourſelves what belongs 
to the. | x 8 | 

Thou poureſt forth thy bleſſings upon us, 
and diſpenſes thy mercies to- us, poor worms, 
in a wonderful manner : And whereas this 
ſhonld oblige us to raiſe up our thankful 
hearts to acknowledge thy bounty, and give 
thee the praiſe of thy own gifts, we graſp at 
what thou giveſt, but forgetting the hand 
from whence; they come, we begin to ſet a 
value on ourſelves, and ſeek the glory of all, 
as if all were now our own. ſtock, and. not 
received from thee. 210 8 


a y * , 
2 ” 
« ® 5 
Ev 
* - * 
— * 


8% \Fofeph, March xg.” 45 JT 
0 God! How N is inn to 40 [| 
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ways 29 hoep Galicitous that thou CR i 
be glorified ' in what was thine ! 1 And i 18, not 
fuch the ple,” of the, Saint We honour : 
this 3 FR 
Grant, 0 God, we = be induſtrious i in 
imitating what we confeſs to. be our lo 
what we have ſenſe enough to admire in 
others, and know to be ſo plentifutly rewards. 
ed by thee. Let not pride prevail in us, to . 
the overthrow of all we believe and hope; . 
and ſuffer us not, we beſeech thee, to be 4% - 
fooliſh in the ill uſe of thy bleſſings, as by 
vanity and felf conceit to loſe the favour of 
the Giver ; to loſe thee by unduly ſeeking 
ourſelves. 2 
0 Bleſſed God! We ſee and confeſs the 
folly of this, and beſeech thee, on this day 
of thy faithful ſervant, to ſhew mercy to us, 
though . by taking from our 
hearts this vain and empty, but deſtructive 
evil. Give us ſuch a deteſtation of it, that 5 
e may hate it as much in ourſelves, as in 
others; and may ſuch à change be now _ 
Wrought in our hearts, that we may ſeek 
WE) glory in all things, and for ourſelves. 
ere no other greatneſs, but to be great 


* 
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With thee. Grant this bleſſing. to vs, we 
beſeech thee, that this may be to us a day 
TV 

Me aſk likewiſe, O God, another favour, 
that by the help of thy grace we may obta'n 
ſome degree of that obedience which we ſe: 
ſo eminent in this Saint, leaving Nazareth, 

and flying into Egypt, upon thy orders, with. 
out aſking queſtions, or pleading difficulties, 
Grant us, O Merciful Father, ſuch a fubmil. 
'ſive ſpirit, that we may ever with cheerfulneſ 
bend to thy holy will, and have no regard 
to our on private reaſon, inclination or 
convenience, where there is an evidence of 
thy command or will to preſs us forward. 
Me are very much in want of thy particu- 
lar grace, O God, in this point, becauſe we 
ſee the perverſeneſs of our own wills; and 
that there is a variety of contradiction in us, 
whenever thy appointments or commands 
are not agreeable to our humour or intereſ. 

In this caſe, O God, how often do we tran 
greſs thy law? How impatient are we under I 74 
thy appointments, and how many evaſions N Vn 
do we find, for not complying with directions 


5 
| 
: 
t 


whenever we apprehend they will be unea ih #24 
TTC of 1 
Wherefore we beſeech thee, O God, f Ve 
give us a more humble and ſubmiſſive ſpirit ai 

CA. 


uch as may make no oppoſition to thy com 
| DE OO e e FN ATR 7 
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mands ; but like Toſeph, may readily follow, 
wherever thou calleſt. 


Grant this our petition, O God, and add a 
this bleſſing to the mercy of this day, that 
while we honour the memory of thy ſervants, 
we may be excited by their example to 


amend our failings, and be more faithful to 
thee,” Amen. © 


Let us prey. 550 


Hr us, O Lord, we beſeech than by 
the merits of the ſpouſe of thy moſt 
holy mother, that what our weakneſs can- 
not obtain, may be granted us through his 


interceſhon : Who liveſt and reigneſt wah 
God the Father. 


ELD —ů— 


ANNUNCIATION OF. THE EEE ILY Vion 
Mary, Marcn 25. 


THIS is the day, when, the fulneſe of 

time being come, ordained by God far the 
redemption of man, the Angel Gabriel was 
ſent to the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, 10 declare 
to her, that ſbe was to be the mother of Chriſt ; 
and forthwith, upon her conſent, {he conceived 
of the Holy Ghoft, and the ſecond perſon ,of 
the Bleſed Trinity took fleſh of her, in arder 
to be barn man for our ſalvation. Let us hence 
acknowledge, this infinite mercy, and this. day 
ive thanks * the mercy of Fs day. 


as. — of the 


NITE, 0 God, are dhe mercies 2 
which we are obliged to give thanks to 
thee, the fountain 7 all goodneſs; but 
above all, for the incomprehenſible merey 
we commemorate this day, in ſending thy 
only Son to become man for our redemp- 
gone” 

For what greater mercy could there 
poſſibly be, than for thee, 'O God. who 
_ walſt offended, to ſeek the ſalvation of 
man who had offended thee, and contrive 
means for reſcuing him from that ſtate of 
damnation ? 

Ke. This thy mercy, O God, we e acknow. 
ledge; for this we bow down, adore and 
magnify thy Holy Name. 

And not only to contrive means, but 
even to ſend thy only Son to become man, 
and being er. with God, to humble him 
in the form of a- ſervant, for worBng out 
the ſalvation of man! 

R. This thy mercy, O God, we akon 
tedg e; for this we bow down, adore and 
magnify thy Holy Name. 

nd not only to become as 4 ſervant, but 
to take upon him all our iniquities, to ſuffer 
for them- all the extremities, that malice 
and cruelty could invent againſt him, and 
die as a malefactor e for our offence 
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K. This thy mercy, © God, we e acknow- | | 
ledge; for this we bow Jun. adore and — 
pn: thy Holy Name. "HP 

And for — is all this. bumlizfen of 
the infmite M jelty of God, but for us 
miſerable clay, us poor worms, for us , | 
wretched- ſinners, fur us ungrateful rebels, | 
who being created by him, and repleniſhed _ | 
with many bleſſings, had n turned | 
againſt him? 
Ke. This thy mercy, 0 God, we acknow- | 
ledge; for this we bow down, adore ms 4 
magnify thy Holy Name. 

Receive, O God, we beleech - thee, this 
homage of thanks we here offer to. thee, 
in acknowledgement of this thy. mercy. to 
us unworthy- ſinners; and grant that, as oa 
this day thy only Son became incarnate, 
ſo the ſenſe of this mercy. may be fixed with 
ſuch laſting impreſſions in our ſouls, that 
we may be ever faithful to thee, ever love 
thee with all our hearts, and make all our 
whole lives be one act of thankſgiving to thy | 
2 Fatherly goodneſs. © _ 4 

And ſince thou, O Jeſus, O Son of God. | 
Ert pleaſed to. undertake! this great - mercy, 
dy thy humiliation to raiſe us from the ſtate | 
Pf death to life eternal, grant we may be 
er mindful of this chy goodneſs io us, 
nd obliged by the force of thy; love, may 
fer ourſelves to be thy ſervants for ever. 


— 
Se th —_—— to Mt. 
= Oye ˙ »mÄ . * Wh 


therefore behold, O - Jeſus, on this Gay 


our Redeemer, our Lord, and our God: 


— 
. 


certainly thine, never walk in any way, 


offering of ourſelves to become thine. We 


end we now aſk thy help, O Merciful Saviour, 


This we confeſs to be our duty; and 


whereon thou becameſt ours, we make an 


offer ourſelves to thee, as to our Maſter, 
our Guide, our Teacher, our Phyſician, 


to hear thee, to believe thee, to follow 
thee, to obey thee, to be wholly ſubject to 


thee, and in all things to be governed by thee, h 
Let thy grace, O Jeſus, confirm the 5 


offering we now make to thee, and ſo 
eſtabliſh the preſent covenant in our heart, 
that nothing of this world may be able to 
make us falle to what we profeſs. For this “ 


that being ſtrengthened in mind, we may 
never receive any doctrine, but what i 


but what thou approveſt as right; neve 
confide in any thing as innocent and juſt, 
but what is ſo declared by thy word; neyet 


think ourſelves in a good ſtate of conſcience, 2 
but as long as we model our lives by thy 8. 
holy Goſpel; never judge ourſelves happy, ot 
but as far as we live in conformity to thy. be 
Holy Will; and always eſteem _ ourſelves "x 
miſerable, whenever we tranſgreſs thy Hg, 
and depart from the. uh 
In this manner we offer ourſelves to be rofl 
thine, O Jefus, all our lives: Have rega% Wh... 

ar, 


we beſeech thee, to our defires, and gran 


— 
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we may be both ſincere and watchful in our 
conſtant endeavours for accompliſhing what 
we, propoſe. It is true, of ourſelves we 
deſerve. nothing of what we aſk : But we 


great mercy to man, thy goodneſs will be 
manifeſted to us in the grant of favours of 
which we are unworthy, _ 


thee, O Blefſed Redeemer, that as for our 
ſalvation, thou walt pleaſed to be humbled, 
and did{t chuſe for thy mother a virgin, 


o we may be in earneſt thy Diſciples, and 


Y de not only of the number of thoſe whom 
oa haſt called, but alſo of thoſe whom 

r 1 ee ann 
k- This we aſk, becauſe what is ſo, eminently. 
Fe emarkable in thy own facred perſon, and 

1 thy virgin mother; nay, was the very 
Fh notive for which thou hadſt regard to her, 
A. d as to chuſe her out of all women to that 


an elired by all who ſeek to be thine ;. anc 
1 othing can be more diſagreeable to our 


er of thy. Diſciple. 


1 x , * 
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reat dignity, . muſt be the thing moſt 


ofeſton than to allow of pride under the. 


hope on this day, whereon thou ſhewedſt ſo 
In particular, we make this our requeſt to 


ho being full of grace, and bleſſed amongſt 
women, was notwithſtanding theſe great 
prerogatives, the moſt humble too; ſo thou 
oulde!t likewiſe vouchſafe to take from us 
l pride and give us an humble ſpirit, that 


4 
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For when the Son of God thus hunible 
himſelf, when the mother of God is thut 
humble, and even choſen for her humility, 
to what degree ought not ſinners to humble 
themſelves! How criminal muſt pride be in 
us, poor worms! And how can we exped 
to be of the chofen of our Lord, if we admit 
of pride in our hearts, which is ſo vey 
contrary to what he chuſes! 
Wherefore we moſt earneſtly beſeech thee, 
O Blefled Lord, to take from us this 
unchriſtian evil: Shut our heart againſt it, 
and poſſeſs our: fouls with a real fear of it, a 
ofa fin which in effet makes avoid our faith, 
and fets us in oppoſition to our God, And 
What then ought we to fear more than this? 
Since therefore, O Saviour of the world, 
we deſire to be thine, and now make an 
offering of ourſelves to thee, receive out 
Petition in this important point, and give u 
an humble heart. And if the world es- 
courages pride, and by many argument 
invites us to it, then, O Jeſus, let it be the 
effect of thy grace in us to remember thit 
we are not the diſciples of the world; thi 
we are not to be taught by the world, wi 
have choſen thee for our maſter; tha 
where thou haſt ſhewed us the way; we at 
not to take the world for a guide; thi 
though the world may look great, and will 
authority ſeem to approve and cenſure, i 
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we are not to be judged by the world, as 
having no power to ſave its followers, or 


b condemn thoſe who depart from it. 

, Let thy grace, O God, preſerve theſe 
le WM truths vigorous in our hearts, that neither 
n nature, nor the world, may govern in us; 
& but that, examining their propoſals by thy 


Goſpel, we may deſpiſe all thoſe which we 
find contrary to thee. And thus, O Jeſus, 
may we ever doas'to all that belongs topride, 


ee, Min which thou haſt ſpo ken ſo plain to us, and 


Nis left both the wor ag and. al chat folloy 3 it, 
it, ithoat excuſe. | 1 CES. 
O Jeſus, before thee we lay this our — 
ion, and fo often repeat it to thee, becauſe 
is here we fear ourſelves : Hear therefore, 
e beſeech thee, our prayers ; thoſe of thy 


116, Wirgin mother, whoſe charity - ſolicits for 
an hole who defire to be thy followers, . The 
out FWeward of her humility encourages us to be 
eu humble: Grant, O Jeſus, we may follow her 
Er 


n this, that on this day, we vice me] by 
egarded by thee. Amen. 

Let us: Pray. 8 ; el 
GOD, by whoſe choice thy eternal 
Word took fleſ 5 in the womb of the 
leſſed virgin Mary, as was declared by the 
gel; grant us, thy petitioners, * we 
ho believe her truly mother of God, may 
= her interceſſion, find help from thee? 

* che _ Lord ROY Chriſt enen 1 
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